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Summary 
 
In October 2005, Alba Archaeology Ltd was commissioned by Mr. Duncan A McCormick of KWA 
Engineers (on behalf of Mr. Ian Anderson), to undertake an archaeological watching brief 
(remedial evaluation) on the site of a proposed housing development at Earls Cross Road, 
Dornoch. 
 
No archaeological features were encountered during the evaluation. This report recommends that 
there are no archaeological reasons to prevent the proposed development. 
 
 
 



1. Introduction and Background 
 
Alba Archaeology Ltd was commissioned by Duncan A McCormick of KWA Consulting Engineers 
(on behalf of Mr. Ian Anderson) to undertake a programme of archaeological work on the site of a 
proposed housing development at Earls Cross Road, Dornoch, Sutherland.  
 
The Work was commissioned in direct response to the Highland Council Archaeology Units brief 
of 17/10/05, (Planning reference No. SU-05-041). This was the second brief prepared by the 
Council pertaining to the development at Earls Cross Road. The conditions in the original brief 
were not met because the contractor conducted a topsoil strip during the summer of 2005 before 
an archaeological evaluation had been conducted.  Alba Archaeology Ltd visited the site in early 
October 2005 and found that while the site was covered by wind bourn sand, there was a 
possibility that some topsoil remained. In light of this, Highland Council Archaeology Unit 
prepared a brief setting out guidelines for remedial work in the hope that archaeological features 
might still be identified and recorded. 
 
The site is situated on an east-facing raised beach, immediately above Royal Dornoch Golf 
Course. 
 
 
Historical Background 
The first written mention of Dornoch dates from the reign of David I (1124-1153) where in a 
missive to the Earl of Orkney, the King tacitly acknowledges the others Hegemony in the region 
by entreating, 
 
“as ye love me, ye respect and maintain the monks and their men dwelling in Durnach in 
Caithness, and their goods, and wherever they come among you, that you permit no one to do 
them harm, or to insult them” 
 
This indicates the existence of a monastery at Dornoch by the middle of the 12th Century.  Local 
tradition, however, ascribes the presence of a much earlier Celtic church, founded by local hero, 
St Barr (this may well be Findbarr of Cork, who died in 610), at a number of locations within the 
environs of the present town. 
 
Excavations conducted during the construction of the present Public school (NH 7991 8968) 
during the mid-19th Century encountered two different types of foundation: one square and 
mortared, consistent with the fabric of a monastery, the other rounded and unmortared, “of the 
usual early Celtic type” (A B Scott in 1915), potential evidence perhaps of the remains of a 
medieval establishment built on or near the site of St Barr’s original chapel. 
 
Another potential location for the earliest structure is on the site of the present Cathedral 
churchyard (known as St Barr’s Churchyard down to the reformation), where gravediggers have 
encountered old stone foundations whilst plying their trade. 
 
These sites are situated within the heart of Dornoch and make possible the idea of a Christian 
community developing through different phases in and around the same spot.  A Celtic church 
may have been founded as early as the late 6th Century; it seems reasonable that a monastic 
establishment would have been founded on or near the same holy site.  One would expect to see 
some structural changes in the development of such an establishment over time, especially those 
associated with the change of function that goes with the granting of a bishopric (probably by 
David I), but it would be unusual to see any significant shift in focus away from the original site.  
The first documented evidence for a structure comes from 1224 when the first phases of the 
present cathedral were put down. 
 



Dornoch remained a relatively prosperous and important local centre throughout the Middle Ages 
although the depredations of clan vendettas (the town and cathedral were burnt down by the 
Mackays in 1570) surely took their toll.  The granting of Burgh status by Charles I in 1628 did not 
seem to improve the situation, and a decline in the fortunes of the town is clearly evident by the 
time of the old statistical account of the late-18th Century.  It describes a chronic shortage of 
population and land holding within the Burgh.  One contemporary visitor described the town as 
“the most wretched of all Scotland’s Royal Burghs”.  A revival of fortunes can be seen in the 19th 
Century when the Countess of Sutherland established many of the town’s present civic buildings 
during a building campaign.  This activity (1810-1815) destroyed a significant part of what was left 
of the medieval town.  The railway came in 1902. 
 
 
2.  Objectives and Methodology 
 
The objectives of the evaluation as stipulated in the Highland Council Brief are:  
 
• To identify the location, nature and extent of any features or objects of archaeological 
importance that would be damaged or destroyed by this development.  
 
• To propose arrangements for the safeguarding where possible, and recording where necessary 
of any archaeological features or finds identified.  These will need to be agreed with the Highland 
Council Archaeology Unit.  
 
• To make sure that the needs for archaeological conservation and recording are met without 
causing any unnecessary delay or disturbance to the development project. 
 
To this end:-  
 
• All remaining topsoil will be removed to an archaeological horizon to the satisfaction of the 
archaeologist on site; this by means of a straight-edged or ditching bucket using a back acting 
machine. 
 
• All archaeological features and deposits will be fully excavated by hand and recorded by using 
pro forma recording sheets and a continuous unique numbering system.  All plans, sections, 
profiles and elevations will be drawn at 1:10, 1:20 and 1:50 as appropriate. Drawings will be made 
in pencil on permanent drafting film. The depth of all principal features and levels will be 
calculated in meters relative to Ordnance Datum. Plans, sections and elevations will be annotated 
with depths as appropriate.  All features and sections will have photographs taken to produce a 
photographic record consisting of digital photographs and colour slides. A trench location survey 
will be made using an EDM (Leica TCR407)  
  
• All work will be undertaken by Alba Archaeology Ltd and will meet those guidelines stipulated by 
the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA, 1999). 
 
Reporting 
 
A report on the findings of the work will be compiled following guidelines stipulated in the 
Highland Council Archaeology Units Brief 
 
 
Finds & Samples 
 
The post-excavation of finds will be processed by an approved archaeological contractor 
employing a recognized specialist. 
 



A bulk sample of deposits to be made where there is likelihood of organic or dateable remains, 
on-site factors to determine size of sample. All bulk samples to be submitted to an approved 
contractor who will submit relevant material reports on the results. 
 
Specialists in relevant subjects will be employed as appropriate to deal with archaeological 
artifacts recovered during work. 
 
Notification will be given to the Curator at Inverness Museum prior to any archaeological 
conservation work being carried out.  
 
In the event of the discovery of human remains, the developer and appropriate authorities will be 
notified immediately.  It will be necessary to enter into a separate agreement with the developer in 
respect to any additional work associated with human remains on the event of their discovery. 
 
Artifacts recovered shall be liable to the process of Treasure Trove and notice will be given to 
the Queen’s and Lord’s Treasurer’s Remembrancer. 
 
A summary of the work undertaken will be submitted to the Council for Scottish Archaeology’s 
publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland. 
 
Archive Deposition 
 
The project archive, including written, drawn and photographic elements (together with a 
summary of the contents of the archive) will be deposited with the National Monuments Record 
Scotland (Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland). The archive 
will be prepared in accordance with the requirements of the RCAHMS. 
 

Timetable 
 
Monitoring of the fieldwork was at the discretion of the Highland Council Archaeology Unit.  
 
The fieldwork was carried out by Stewart Buchanan of Alba Archaeology Ltd. between the 24th 
and 26th of October 2005. 
 
Operational Factors 
 
The archaeological contractor will at all times follow and confirm to the Health and Safety at Work 
Act 1974 and other various regulations and the Codes of Conduct and Approved Practice and 
Standards of the Institute of Field Archaeologists of 1999. 
 
References 
 
IFA (1999) By-laws, Standards and Policy Statements of the Institute of Field Archaeologists. 
Reading. 
 
 
Operational Factors 
 
The archaeological contractor will at all times follow and confirm to the Health and Safety at Work 
Act 1974 and other various regulations and the Codes of Conduct and Approved Practice and 
Standards of the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA 1999, By-laws, Standards and Policy 
Statements of the Institute of Field Archaeologists. Reading). 
 
 



3. Survey Results 
 
Desk-based Assessment 
 
A number of previously recorded archaeological sites were identified during the desk based 
assessment, using the Highland Council Archaeology Unit’s Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) 
and the National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS).  
 
 
TABLE 1. Alba Archaeology Site 1. AA-1). Gallow Hill/Cholera Burial Ground  
 
 
NMRS Number: NH89SW 5  
Site Name: Gallow Hill/Cholera Burial Ground  
Site Type: Execution Site; Burial-Ground  
Map reference: NH 8025 9017  
Parish: Dornoch 
 
NMRS Description: Gallow Hill (NAT) Cholera Burial Ground (A.D. 1832)  
OS 6" map, (1907)  
Gallow Hill - A small eminence being a natural feature covered with wood so called from its being 
at one time a place of execution. A little to the north of this hill is a small enclosure which was 
used as a burying ground in the year 1832 for the burial of persons dying of cholera.  
Name Book 1873.  
An upright stone pillar of rectangular section, 1.5m high, 0.5m wide and 0.2m thick at NH 8031 
9019, is reputed locally to mark the site of the gallows. (Published as "post" on OS map.)  
All that survives at the burial ground is one grave-stone dated 1833 at NH 8038 9021.  
No enclosure wall is evident.  
 
 
SMR NUMBER: NH89SW0005 
DISTRICT: Sutherland; 
PARISH: SUTHERLAND:Dornoch 
SITE TYPE: Gallows; Memorial; 
PERIOD: Post Medieval (AD 1500-2000); 
EASTING: (2)80297 
NORTHING: (8)90166 
EVIDENCE: OS/RCAHMS Report; Site Visit (HC) 
 
 
 
TABLE 2. (AA-2). Marker to hanged man 

 
SMR NUMBER: NH89SW0017 
DISTRICT: Sutherland; 
PARISH: SUTHERLAND:Dornoch 
SITE TYPE: Graveyard; 
PERIOD: 19th Century; 
EASTING: (2)80410 
NORTHING: (8)90252 
EVIDENCE: OS/RCAHMS Report 
 
GR above (corrected) is to marker stone in private garden to a man hanged for murdering a local 
witch, see photo - HAW 11/2002 
NB Burial Ground recorded separately as NH89SW0017 



TABLE 3. (AA-3). Earls Cross House. 
 
 
NMRS Number: NH89SW 27  
Site Name: Dornoch, Earls Cross Road, Earls Cross House/Hostel  
Site Type: Commercial; Residential/ Hostel  
Map reference: NH 8033 9023  
Parish: Dornoch  
 
NMRS Description: Early 20th century Arts and Crafts style, rambling 2-storey and attic house; 
all harled, with ashlar cills and chimney copes. Asymmetrical 3-bay south front, with recessed 
centre bay with hooded entrance flanked by small windows. Rectangular bay window in ground 
floor right outer bay; square oriel in 1st floor, left bay. Wide east elevation (overlooking sea) with 
canted bay window rising full height, and various small canted oriels. 2 piended dormers, single 
similar dormer to rear (west). Varied glazing; small service court to rear (west) screened by coped 
wall with round-headed doorway in south. Tall coped stacks; Caithness slate roof.  
 
 
SMR NUMBER: NH89SW0024 
DISTRICT: Sutherland; 
PARISH: SUTHERLAND:Dornoch 
LEGAL STATUS: Listed B; 
SITE TYPE: House; 
PERIOD: 20th Century; Post Medieval (AD 1500-2000); 
EASTING: (2)80336 
NORTHING: (8)90237 
EVIDENCE: Building Record 
 

 
 
PHOTOGRAPH: Am Baile; Earl’s Cross House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TABLE 4. (AA-4) Embo, Deserted Township 
 
 
NMRS Number: NH89SW 18 
Site Name: Embo, Upper Town 
Site Type:  
Map reference: NH 803 903  
Parish: Dornoch 



 
SMR NUMBER: NH89SW0015 
DISTRICT: Sutherland; 
PARISH: SUTHERLAND:Dornoch 
SITE TYPE: Deserted Settlement; 
PERIOD: Post Medieval (AD 1500-2000); 
EASTING: (2)80300 
NORTHING: (8)90300 
EVIDENCE: Map 
 
 
 
Table 5. (AA-5). Earl's Cross, Shell Midden. 
 
 
NMRS Number: NH89SW 13 
Site Name: Earl's Cross 
Site Type: Shell Midden (Possible)  
Map reference: NH 8046 9026  
Parish: Dornoch 
 
NMRS Description: At NH 8046 9026 on a raised beach is an amorphous sandy knoll with 
mussel shells on its surface which is locally alleged to be an ancient shell midden. It was 
excavated about 20 years ago by a local man, now deceased, who found it contained large 
quantities of mussel shells, but no artifacts were revealed. 
  
 
SMR NUMBER: NH89SW0013 
DISTRICT: Sutherland; 
PARISH: SUTHERLAND:Dornoch 
SITE TYPE: Midden, shell; 
EASTING: (2)80460 
NORTHING: (8)90260 
EVIDENCE: OS/RCAHMS Report 
 
 
 
TABLE 6. (AA-6). Earls Cross Monument. 
 
 
NMRS Number: NH89SW 2  
Site Name: Earl's Cross/Thane's Cross; Battle Of Embo  
Site Type: Monuments/ Cross  
Map reference: NH 8044 9040  
Parish: Dornoch 
 
NMRS Description: The Thane's or Earl's Cross, is stated to have been erected as a memorial 
of the  
Battle of Embo, fought about the year 1245, in which William first Earl of Sutherland defeated the 
Scandinavians but it belongs to a much later date. It is a tall shaft, expanded at the head, 
whereon rests a triangle of stone, perforated in the centre, a fragment of the original crosshead, 
which was circular and had arms expanding to the margin, with perforations between them. The 
cross is 7' 3 1/2" high. The edges of the shaft are chamfered, and at 4'1" above the ground is a 
projecting band, 10" deep, relieved on the E and W faces with a shield, that on the E charged 
with three stars of five points (two and one) for the Earl of Sutherland, that on the W 
 



 
-indecipherable, but stated by Cordiner to have borne 'the armorial ensigns of Caithness'. The 
breadth of the shaft is 1'6", its thickness 8 1/2". The cross faces E and W. It is now enclosed 
within an iron railing.  
C Cordiner 1780; 1788; Origin Paroch Scot 1855; R Pococke 1887; RCAHMS 1911, visited 1909. 
 
NB: NH89SW0010 is the site of the other recorded cross of the pair (now missing) that marked 
the burial spot of the Norse leader (and other burials) 
The cross stands within small fenced enclosure on top of slight knoll. All stone pieces are 
clamped together with long metal (copper?) clamps. Shields are too worn to identify designs. The 
cross gives the impression of a large sword, hilt uppermost with blade sunk into ground. 
 
 
SMR NUMBER: NH89SW0002 
DISTRICT: Sutherland; 
PARISH: SUTHERLAND:Dornoch 
LEGAL STATUS: Scheduled Monument; 
SITE TYPE: Cross; 
PERIOD: Later Medieval (AD 1200-1500); 
EASTING: (2)80440 
NORTHING: (8)90400 
EVIDENCE: OS/RCAHMS Report; Site Visit (HC) 
 

 
 

Two of the previously identified sites appear to be located very near to, or within, the proposed 
development area; these are AA-1 the Cholera Burial Ground and AA-5 the shell midden (See 
Fig 2.). 

 

 
 

Figure 2. O/S first edition map of 1879. Site boundary marked red. Blue arrow indicates 
approximate location of AA-5 the shell midden. Green arrow points to enclosure associated with 
the Cholera Burial Ground AA-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Remedial Evaluation 
 
Alba Archaeology Ltd visited the proposed development area at the beginning of October 2005 to 
ascertain the potential for the survival of archaeological remains following an archaeologically 
unsupervised topsoil strip by the developer. 
 
The small size of the spoil heaps in proportion to the size of the area stripped suggested that only 
a thin layer of topsoil had been removed. It was also clear from those areas of site that had been 
excavated to a greater depth (access roads and services) that there was a not insubstantial depth 
of soil remaining (See Plate 1.).  
 
 

 
 

Plate 1. Section of access road (looking north) showing remaining soil profile. 
 

The exposed surface of the site was covered in wind bourn sand (See plate 2.); nevertheless, it 
was felt that the potential for the survival of archaeological features under the topsoil remained 
quite good because only a thin layer of topsoil had been removed. 
 
 

 
 

Plate 2. Looking N/W across site towards Earls Cross House (AA-3.). 
 



The wind bourn sand was carefully stripped away in order to allow the archaeologist to ascertain 
the depth of the archeological horizon, this proved difficult to locate however as there was not a 
continuous soil profile across the site, rather mixed lenses of sand, peat and rounded pebbles 
(See Plate 3.). These were stripped off in 0.10m layers. 
 
No archaeological features were encountered within the area of the proposed development 
during the removal of topsoil. 
 

 
 

Plate 3. Work in progress. 
 

 
4.  Conclusions and Recommendations. 
 
Upon excavation AA-5 the shell midden, proved to be thin layers of wind bourn shell mixed in 
with a fine, light sand. This appeared to be a natural deposit, identical in morphology to the wind 
blown deposits found on any sandy beach. 
 
There do not appear to be any outlying burials immediately to the S/E of the enclosure marked as 
the Cholera burial ground AA-1.  
 
The remedial evaluation was a useful exercise in that although (in this case) no archaeological 
features were encountered, it is likely that this is because no archaeological features were 
present and not because the unsupervised topsoil strip removed them. We would advocate that 
some sort of remedial archaeological work should be recommended after an unsupervised topsoil 
strip (regardless of the apparent damage), as surviving sub-surface archaeology is often first 
encountered at the interface between the topsoil and the subsoil, below the horizon usually 
excavated to by contractors during topsoil clearance. 
 
This report recommends that there are no archaeological reasons to prevent the proposed 
development. 
 
 
5.  Sources.  
 
Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record, Inverness.  
RCAHMS; PASTMAP: http://jura.rcahms.gov.uk/PASTMAP/start.jsp
& CANMORE http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/
Oldmaps: http://www.oldmaps.co.uk

http://jura.rcahms.gov.uk/PASTMAP/start.jsp
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/
http://www.oldmaps.co.uk/


National Library of Scotland. Maps from our Collections: http://www.nls.uk/digitallibrary/map/ 
O/S Map square from www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk 
Inverness Public Library (Archives). 
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Appendix I: Aerial Photograph Coverage  
 

RCAHMS Vertical Collections
 

 
 
 
 

RAF Medium Scale (Photos)  
 
 
 

LIBNO SORTIE PHOTONUM SDATE SCALE TAG 

--- --- 0 --- 0 B0040_4150 
 

OS Small Scale (pre-1980) (Flight Paths)  
 
 
 
LIBNO SORTIE CAMPOS FLENGTH FUNIT HEIGHT HUNIT FILMTYPE COPYRIGHT FORMAT SCALE SDATE 
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--- 6 in 13000 ft --- OS BW99 26000 Sun May 
25 1975 

 

 

OS Medium Scale (pre-1980) (Flight Paths)  



 
 
 
LIBNO SORTIE CAMPOS FLENGTH FUNIT HEIGHT HUNIT FILMTYPE COPYRIGHT FORMAT SCALE SDATE 

OS70-
084 

OS70-
084 

--- 12 in 7500 ft --- OS BW99 7500 Sun Apr 
12 1970 

OS70-
084 

OS70-
084 

--- 12 in 7500 ft --- OS BW99 7500 Sun Apr 
12 1970 

 

RAF Small Scale (Flight Paths)  
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106G/DY/0025 RV -
797731200000 

in ft N --- BW99 0 6 2820 C0155 

106G/DY/0025 RV -
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495244800000 

--- --- N --- BW87 19999 20 0 C0159F22

82/1218 V -
458956800000 

--- --- N --- BW99 20000 20 0 C0141 

 

RAF Medium Scale (Flight Paths)  
 
 
 

LIBNO SORTIE COPYRIGHT CAMPOS FILMTYPE HEIGHT HUNIT SDATE FLENGTH FUNIT SCALE FORMAT
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0 in 10000 BW87 
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745113600000

0 --- 10000 BW87 

B0040 106G/UK/0114 --- RPS P 0 --- -
745113600000

0 --- 10000 BW87 

B0568 543/0829 --- V N 0 --- -
308966400000

0 --- 12000 BW99 

B0040 106G/UK/0114 --- RPS P 0 --- -
745113600000

0 --- 10000 BW87 

B0040 106G/UK/0114 --- RPS P 0 --- -
745113600000

0 --- 10000 BW87 
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745113600000
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1) Background 
 

A housing development has been proposed for an area of Dornoch with historic and 
archaeological sensitivity.  Planning consent for a housing development with associated 
access and services was granted - subject to the condition that a 15% sample 
archaeological evaluation be conducted.   In breach of this condition, the archaeological 
work was not carried out in advance of ground-breaking works on-site, and a programme 
of remedial work is now required to ensure that any buried remains can be identified and 
recorded prior to their destruction. 
 
The development site lies on an area of raised beach.  A shell midden – which may date to 
the early prehistoric or medieval period – is recorded on the raised beach and is thought to 
have been partially excavated during the 1950s.   
 
The area once lay within the bounds of the historic burgh of Dornoch - the general area is 
thought to have been the location of the town gallows.  However, on the Ordnance Survey 
map of 1879-81 the area is shown as unimproved land with woodland to the west. 
Immediately to the north of the application area, lies the former site of a cholera burial 
ground, known to have been in use in the 1840s. 
 
Archaeological recording is needed at this site because there remains the potential for 
buried finds, features or deposits of archaeological interest to survive within the 
application site and to be impacted by the proposed development.  The remedial 
archaeological work should aim to identify any such features so that they can be recorded 
before destruction.  A controlled watching brief enables any discoveries to be recorded 
quickly and efficiently as they appear with minimum delay or disruption to the 
development.  

 
 

2) Terms of Reference 
 

This brief specifies what is considered to be the minimum acceptable standard of work; 
proposals that present a higher standard may be offered and accepted. It is assumed that 
this will form the basis of an agreed approach unless changes are agreed with Highland 
Council Archaeology Unit in writing before the start of any site works.   
 

This brief has been produced for KWA Consulting Engineers, who will be responsible for 
the work, including any tendering and contractual arrangements. It sets out in detail who is 
responsible for what, as well as the terms of reference, objectives, method, monitoring and 
reporting arrangements.   
 

The area to be covered by this assessment should be the entire development area: 
including any proposed services, access roads, works compounds, borrow pits or other 
ancillary works. 

 
The work should be carried out by, or under the immediate direction of, a member of the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists to ensure that work is carried out to professional 
standards.  The Archaeology Unit may refuse to accept work from, or otherwise take 
action against, archaeologists who fail to carry out work to these standards. Before site 
works start, the proposed arrangements, including a timetable for the work should be 
agreed with the Highland Council Archaeology Unit in writing. 
 

The brief has been produced specifically for this scheme based on documents supplied at 
the time it was issued.  It is valid for one year from the date of issue.   
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3) Objectives  
 

To identify and record any features or objects of archaeological importance that could 
be damaged or destroyed by this development, while minimising any delays or 
disruption to the development project. 

 
 
4) Method 
 

a) Desk-based Assessment 
A check of all relevant archaeological / historical records, maps and aerial photographs 
should be undertaken. At least the following sources should be checked: 

 
• The Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). Please note - the online 

SMR ‘Am Baile’ is not designed for use in development control or for constructing 
management policy of sites. In order to source the full SMR information required for 
such studies all consultants should approach the Highland Council Archaeology Unit 
directly.  

• The National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS) 
• Vertical stereo aerial photographic coverage held by RCAHMS and the Highland 

Council Archaeology Unit. 
• Ordnance Survey map coverage from 1850 onwards, and any other readily available 

early cartographic sources held at the National Library of Scotland Map Library. 
• Bibliographic references and early parish accounts. 

 
b) Watching Brief 
The Archaeological Contractor is required to inspect the available subsoil surface in order 
to identify and record any surviving archaeological remains or deposits.  To this end, all 
available areas of subsoil must be cleaned under archaeological supervision, by a 
excavating machine equipped with a straight-edged bucket.  All remaining areas of 
topsoil should be stripped at the same time to expose the subsoil surface (or the first 
archaeological feature).  

 
Those carrying out site clearance and excavation works will need to work closely with the 
archaeologist and provide all necessary access and other arrangements. They may need to 
use differing work practices on site than usual to enable the archaeologist to complete the 
work.  For example: 

 
 Where excavating machinery is used, a straight-edged bucket must be used on a 

back-acting machine.  Care will need to be taken to avoid over excavation, and 
the advice of the archaeologist on-site should be adhered to on this.  

 Each excavating machine needs to be watched by at least one archaeologist at all 
times (1:1 ratio).  Work should not begin on site until this cover has been set up. 

 Because the archaeologist must be able to record any archaeological remains 
encountered during the work to professional standards, site clearance works may 
take slightly longer than normal. This should be allowed for in the development 
project timetable. Occasionally, more extensive excavation may be needed since 
there will be limited opportunities to preserve features in situ. 

 
Human remains must be immediately reported to the local police and to the Highland Council 
Archaeology Unit and should not be excavated as part of this work.  

 
Once areas have been cleared, and any archaeology recorded, there should be no need for 
further archaeological work in these areas.   
 
 

5) Report 
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A report must be produced which sets out the results of the work and makes 
recommendations for any required further work. 
 
The Council will assume author’s copyright unless advised otherwise.  However, HCAU 
reserves the right to make the report available for reference and research purposes, either 
on paper, or electronically.  The completed report will be made available for immediate 
public consultation for research purposes at the Highland Council Sites and Monuments 
Record, and through the public library service.  The Archaeology Unit will acknowledge 
copyright in all cases. 

 
a) Content 

The report must include as a minimum: 
 
• Location plan (bound into the report) showing the project area; area of watching 

brief; and relevant archaeological sites and features in the vicinity.  The location plan 
must also show the position of features identified during the work.  

• A detailed site background, including reference to previous work conducted in the 
wider area on similar developments and the results of such work.  

• The circumstances and objectives of this work. 
• An analysis of the project results drawing in comparative data; a statement regarding 

the potential for, and survival of, buried prehistoric sites in this area; and a statement 
of the significance of the results as per the Burra Charter. 

• Scale plans, sections and photographs of all significant archaeological features noted. 
• A full index to any records or other material generated by the project including the 

archive location. 
• A list of finds, as appropriate, set out in the required format for Treasure Trove 

reporting. 
• Details of the sampling and finds retention policies and their justification. 
• A copy of this Specification for the required work, presented as an Appendice. 
• Weather and other conditions affecting fieldwork. 
• Proposals for presenting the results of the work to the local community where 

appropriate. 
 

b) Distribution 
The archaeologist appointed is responsible for making sure copies of the report have been 
received by the recipients listed below. The archaeologist appointed should allow for all 
costs when estimating for the work. We require archaeologists to submit satisfactory 
reports within the agreed deadline. 
 
Apart from any copies required by the client, at least four copies of the project report 
must be produced by the archaeologist.   These must be submitted to all of the following 
within 4 weeks of the completion of the field work. 
 

 One paper copy for the Council's Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, 
The Meadows, Dornoch, IV25 3SG. 

 One paper copy to be deposited with the Council's Senior Librarian Information Co-
ordinator, Libraries Support Unit, 31a Harbour Road, Inverness IV1 1UA. This will 
be available for public consultation through the public library service. 

 One paper copy to be deposited with the Council's Assistant Curator (Archaeology), 
Museum & Art Gallery, Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 3EB (This copy will only be 
required if there are finds). 

 
 

 One digital copy for the Archaeology Unit, Planning and Development Service, 
Council Offices, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness IV3 5NX : The report should be 
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supplied by email or on a computer disc as a pdf file.  Please ensure that all drawings 
and photographs are included. 

 
c) Other Products of the Work 
Where significant archaeology has been found, the archaeologist must arrange a 
presentation of the project results, to the local community within a year of the 
completion of the fieldwork.   This is the responsibility of the Archaeological Contractor, 
and will not be funded by the Highland Council.   

 
A brief summary of the results must be sent to the Council for Scottish Archaeology for 
inclusion in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.  

 
 

6) Monitoring 
 

The archaeologist appointed is responsible for agreeing arrangements for monitoring with 
Archaeology Unit staff. We will monitor projects as necessary to ensure that minimum 
standards are met. 

 
Prior notice of fieldwork starting dates - with contact names, telephone numbers and 
arrangements for access - must be given to the HC Archaeology Unit by the 
archaeological contractor.  

 
Any unexpectedly significant or complex discoveries, or other unexpected occurrences 
which might significantly affect the archaeological work and /or the development must be 
notified by the archaeologist immediately to the applicant and the Senior Archaeologist.   
The finds or features must be left in situ until arrangements have been agreed for 
safeguarding or recording them.   In the meantime work may continue on other areas of 
the site. 

 
 

7) Finds 
 
Chance finds can be made during any archaeological fieldwork. Archaeologists should 
note that advice and facilities for emergency conservation and temporary storage can be 
offered by Inverness Museum.  All finds should be notified for Treasure Trove. 

 
 

8) Insurance 
 

The archaeologist appointed must take all necessary measures to conform with the Health 
and Safety at Work Acts and be covered by all necessary insurance.  Section 24 of the 
Highland Council's revised Contracts Standing Orders states: 
 
"All specifications issued by and contracts entered into with the Council in connection 
with the carrying out of work or the provision of services shall provide that the contractor 
holds a valid insurance policy, approved by the Council, for:- 
 

1. Employers liability - minimum limit - £10m (statutory limit) 
2. Public liability - minimum limit £5m." 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9) General 
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The archaeologist agrees by undertaking this work to the terms of this brief, including the 
following:  

 
The archaeologist appointed must: 

 carry out the work according to the Code of Conduct, standards and guidance of the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists. 

 agree a timetable for the work with the client and the HC Archaeology Unit. 
 not comment to the press or other media without prior approval from the applicant 

and HC Archaeology Unit. 
 

This brief has been produced by the Highland Council Archaeology Unit, to whom any 
enquiries should be addressed.  No one else has authority to vary its terms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Highland Council Archaeology Unit    Thursday, 8 December 2005 
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