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Summary 
 
An archaeological assessment and walk-over survey was carried out in advance of construction of an 
overhead power line to a  new house at Rhinamain, Bonar Bridge,  Sutherland.  The area to be 
crossed by the new line was found to contain a large number of cairns and mounds, of which 13 were 
flagged on the ground to identify them for protection during construction work.  A watching brief is 
also recommended to identify and record any features or finds of archaeological importance that 
might be discovered during the work..
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Figure 1  Road edge to first peg - disturbed area 

Note the mounds between the two tracks and peg to the right.  These mounds have not been flagged but 
machinery recommended to keep to the right of this peg. 
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Introduction 
 
An archaeological assessment and walk-over survey was carried out in advance of construction of an 
overhead power line to a  new house at Rhinamain, Bonar Bridge,  Sutherland, on behalf of Scottish 
and Southern Energy.  The purpose was to identify as far as possible any archaeological features 
likely to be affected by the construction work.  This report describes the work and presents the results.   
 

Aims and objectives 
 
The archaeological investigation was requested in this area because of the potential for archaeological 
finds and features of interest.  The overall aims were to: 
 

1. Minimize any possible delay or costs to the development by anticipating any 
archaeological requirements as far as possible, timetabling and integrating archaeological 
recording work with the project, and dealing with any issues arising quickly and 
efficiently. 

 
2. Determine as far as possible the character, extent, condition, date and significance of any 

archaeologically significant remains; and to preserve these where possible and record 
where necessary in line with NPPG 5 (SOEND 1994) and PAN 42 (SOEND 1994). 

 
3. Meet the requirements of the Highland Council Archaeology Unit brief for this project. 

 

 
Figure 2  View back along line from peg 2 
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Location 
 
The site is located at approximately Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference NH 6175 9275. 
 
 

 

 
 
Figure 3  Site Location 
 
 
Figure 4  Site plan 
(next page)
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Archaeological background and cultural significance  
 
Many prehistoric and later sites have been noted in this area, including hut circles, cairns and field 
systems of the Bronze Age and Iron Age periods (c. 4,400 – 1,600 years ago).   Further south, around 
Migdale, there is a Neolithic henge monument and the location of a major Bronze Age hoard, now in the 
National Museums of Scotland. 
 
The line crosses rough grazings which rise gradually overall from the SE to the NW, and include natural 
periglacial mounds and hummocks, and in some cases it is not possible without excavation to distinguish 
these clearly from archaeological features.   
 
The house site itself was the subject of a separate archaeological watching brief in 2007 (report HAS 
070902, outlined on Fig 5 below).  The present scheme runs to the property boundary, but the extension 
of the cable to the house itself will cross some clearly defined archaeological features including the 
remains of a house, now visible as footings and marked on the modern map (Figs 3, 4); but shown as 
occupied on the 1st  edition 6 inch map of 1879 (Fig 5).  Archaeology should therefore be taken into 
account when this section is constructed. 
 

 
Figure 5  Extract from OS 1st edition 1:10560 map (1879) 
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Other points of interest on the 1st edition OS map the Volunteers’ rifle range to the west, and the supposed 
site of a ‘battle between Scots and Danes in  AD1031’.  The present line is however shown then, as now, 
as rough grazing. 
 

Policy background  
 
The legislative, planning and policy framework in this case includes the Electricity Act 1989, Highland 
Council’s Structure Plan1, and the Scottish Executive’s National Planning Policy Guidance Notes 5 
(NPPG5)2 and 18 (NPPG18)3, and Planning Advice Note 42 (PAN42)4 (SOEND 1994).  The fundamental 
principles underpinning the above policies are set out in Passed to the Future: Historic Scotland’s Policy 
for the Sustainable Management of the Historic Environment (2002)5 and the Burra Charter (Australia 
ICOMOS 1999).6 

Programme 
 
The work consisted of an initial desk-based assessment and walk-over survey, designed to meet the 
requirements of the Highland Council Archaeology Unit.  Thirteen mounds were flagged on the ground  
on 13 December 2007 in dry weather conditions with sunshine and clouds. A further site visit is planned 
to observe excavations during construction. 
 

Desk-based assessment 
 
A large number of prehistoric features have been recorded nearby, including many hut circles – footings 
of late Bronze Age or Iron Age houses dating from about 3000 to 1,500 years ago.   The area was clearly 
well occupied and farmed in this period.  Past fieldwork here included a walk-over survey and rapid 
assessment for the Bonar Bridge Water Supply undertaken by Stuart Farrell in 20027, and general vertical 
aerial photographic survey by the RAF in the late 1940s8.  Both were checked but did not reveal any 
archaeological sites or features likely to be directly affected.   
 

                                                      
1 http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourenvironment/planning/developmentplans/structureplan/thehighlandstructureplan.htm 
 
2 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/1998/10/nppg5 
 
3 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/1999/04/nppg18 
 
4 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/1994/01/17081/21711 
 
5 www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pasttofuture.pdf 
 
6 http://www.icomos.org/australia/burra.html 
 
7 Farrell, S 2002 Bonar Bridge Water Supply (Highland SMR Report No 716) 
8 RAF AP CPE/UK/0184: 1008 
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Walk-over survey 
 
The line of the new power supply had been marked in advance of the site visit by Scottish and Southern 
Energy with pegs placed at the proposed pole locations.  This was carefully examined and photographs 
were taken from each peg point. 
 
No hut circles are affected but thirteen mounds of possible archaeological interest were flagged on the 
ground to assist in identifying and avoiding them during construction.  These appear to be the result of 
field clearance – some are very large, and likely to be medieval or later in date but may represent the re-
use of earlier heaps.  Similar cairns were investigated during the upgrading of the Bonar Bridge to Lairg 
road in the 1990s and found to preserve buried soil levels. 
 
The following mounds have been flagged and should be avoided by machinery.  See Fig 4 above and the 
table below, but please note that all positions have been derived from uncorrected GPS data and are 
therefore approximate only. 
 
 

Reference Easting Northing Estimated 
Dimensions 

Notes 

M1 261672 892847 5m x 3m, 
roughly N - S 

Field clearance 
cairn. 

M2 261688 892833  Field clearance 
cairn. 

M3 261711 892754 4m x 3m Field clearance 
cairn. 

M4 261747 892731 2m x 2m Field clearance 
cairn. 

M5 261751 892724 4m x 6m Field clearance 
cairn. 

M6 261743 892709 10m x 7m E - 
W 

Field clearance 
cairn.  Large 
and disturbed 

M7 261768 892681 Roundish, 10m 
diameter 

Field clearance 
cairn. Disturbed 

M8 261749 892660 Roundish, 10m 
diameter 

Field clearance 
cairn. Disturbed 

M9 261778 892652 10m x 7m Field clearance 
cairn. 

M10 261785 892665 Roundish, 4.5m 
diameter 

Field clearance 
cairn. 

M11 261771 892638 Roundish, 6m 
diameter 

Field clearance 
cairn. 

M12 261781 892673 Roundish, 6m 
diameter 

Field clearance 
cairn. 

M13 261781 892634 Roundish, 6m 
diameter 

Field clearance 
cairn. Gorse 
cover 
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Discussion and conclusions 
 
At the entrance to the field it would be advisable to keep machinery to the right (N) of the track as far as 
possible to avoid other cairns (See Fig 1).  The recent quarrying north of the track has apparently severely 
damaged the hut circle marked on the OS map, which was not found.  Care will be needed to avoid 
damaging the cairns, some of which are very close to the proposed pole positions.   
 
Notes on each peg position are as follows: 
 
Peg 1: no issues but close to old croft within field.  Continuation of line inside property boundary needs to 
be monitored carefully 
 
Pegs 2-3: no issues around pegs but care needed between 2 and 4 to avoid cairns.  Those nearest to the 
line have been flagged. 
 
Peg 4 affects a mound that appears to be natural but a precautionary watching brief is recommended here. 
 
Pegs 5-6: these are close to mounds that are likely to be archaeological.   A precautionary watching brief 
is recommended here. 
 
Pegs 7-8: no issues.   
 

Recommendations 
 
Care should be taken to avoid the flagged areas; and a watching brief is recommended in the areas 
identified above.  
 
When the connection is made from the end of this line to the house itself care needs to be taken to avoid 
damage to the features visible within the fence line (Fig 6, below). 
 
 

 
Figure 6  Features across fence line 


