
 1

Allt na Choire, Ullapool, Lochbroom, Wester Ross 
 

Proposed Hydro-Electric Generation Scheme 
 

Archaeological Evaluation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Catherine Dagg 
 

for 
 

E and J Scobie 
Rhidorroch 

Ullapool 
 
 

 



 2

Allt na Choire, Ullapool, Lochbroom, Wester Ross:Proposed Hydro-electric 
generation Scheme 
 
Archaeological Evaluation 
 
1.0 Background 
 
A small hydro-electric generation scheme is proposed on the Allt a’Choire, or Corry 
Burn, 1.5km SE of Ullapool in Wester Ross. The scheme consists of an intake on the 
Allt a’Choire at NH 1542 9368, buried pipeline down the south side of the Corry Burn 
and a turbine house and tailrace on the site of a former caravan park at NH 1416 9283 
 
The archaeological evaluation has been carried out in compliance with a brief from 
Highland Council Archaeology Unit and is an ARC1 condition of Planning Consent. 
The purpose of the evaluation is to locate previously recorded archaeological sites and 
identify unrecorded sites or areas of archaeological or historical interest, including 
areas with the potential for sub-surface features or deposits. The report will evaluate 
the potential impact of the development on these features and offer mitigation 
measures to protect the archaeological record.  
 
2.0 Site Description 
 
The Corry Burn is formed from several smaller streams which converge at NH 149 
933. Some of these drain the Pairc Mhor area above Braes but the greater input falls 
from a ridge of high ground which separates Loch Broom from Glen Achall. The Allt 
a’Choire, or Allt Loch a’Choire Duibh, is one of these tributaries. This stream drains 
the Loch a’Choire Duibh, a lochan on the north side of Beinn Eilideach which would 
be expected to drain northwards. However, early mapping shows that the drainage 
west is natural although the loch has been dammed as a part of a late 19th century 
water supply system for the village. 
 
The convergence of the streams is on a terrace at about 130m above sea level. To the 
east of the terrace the ground rises steeply and thevegetation is unimproved, mostly 
coarse heather, while the terrace itself is improved ground, some recently re-seeded. 
The stream falls through an increasingly deep ravine in a series of falls which have 
both created barriers to roads and prevented the harnessing of the water to power mills 
until the improved technology of the late 19th century. 
 
 
3.0 Archaeological Background 
 
3.1 Sites with statutory protection 
 
There are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Listed buildings or designed landscapes 
in the vicinity of the proposed development. 
 
3.2 Recorded Archaeological Sites 
 
The following archaeological sites are recorded in the vicinity of the proposed 
development: 
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1. Allt Creag a’Bhothain, possible shieling hut at NH 1528 9308 
      HER ref. MHG24390 
      Interpretation: dubious 
      Entry from 1st ed. OS map. This is a substantial rectangular stone-walled 

building on a knoll just above the township head dyke. It is too large to be a 
shieling and was probably originally one of the township buildings. 

2. Braes: enclosure at NH 1490 9340 
      HER Ref no. MHG24388 
      Interpretation: valid 
      Entry from 1st ed. OS map. This is visible as an area of improved ground 

surrounded by the remains of rubble walling in differing states of repair and 
corresponds to an area of arable ground shown on the 1755 estate map. This is 
shown as containing buildings, and there are footings of one building visible 
on the ground towards the west boundary. Although entered in HER as Braes, 
this is part of Corry. 

3. Corry: possible round barrow at NH 1482 9302 
      HER ref. MHG39038 
      Interpretation: dubious 
      This is a low, spread, grass and rush covered mound half within the garden of 

Corry Cottage and crossed by the boundary fence. It does not appear to consist 
of stones although there are stones sitting on the surface, including a roofing 
slab. The rushes suggest a moisture-retentive soil and this is as likely to be a 
domestic midden mound as any type of cairn. 

4. Corry: hut circle (possible) at NH 1484 9301 
      HER ref. MHG33359 
      also recorded as hut circle or turf-walled sheep enclosure 
      HER ref. MHG7816 
      Interpretation: possible 
      The OS survey were uncertain as to whether this was a hut circle or a decayed 

sheep enclosure. The site is exposed and the surrounding ground so poor as to 
have possibly been stripped of turf, and contains no evidence for early field 
systems although the  far side of the Allt Creag a’Bhothain is covered in rigs. 

5. Allt an Tota hut circle at NH 1497 9292 
      HER ref. MHG40618 and MHG 33360 

Interpretation: dubious 
Described as a ‘circular ditched enclosure and foundations of a building’ This 
is within the grouping of pre-improvement buildings and enclosures. While it 
is possible that these overlie earlier structures, there is nothing that looks 
obviously like a hut circle. 

 
3.2 Summary of Archaeological Background 
 
While the sites entered on the HER would suggest a rich prehistoric domestic and 
ritual landscape, few of these sites are secure in their interpretation. Fortunately, with 
the exception of site 2, none of these lie within the area to be affected by the proposed 
development 
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4.0 Historical Background 
 
The Allt a’Choire forms the north boundary of the 18th century Corry Farm, held by 
six tenants in 1745. The farm was probably originally two townships: Corry on Loch 
Broom and Caliskaig on Loch Achall, but by 1755 Caliskaig is recorded as shielings. 
The two townships were connected by a track which crosses the hill west of the Allt 
Glac Scap. 
 
In 1745 one Alexander MacKenzie from Thurso was tacksman at Corry. He was 
lieutenant in Cromartie’s Jacobite force and after Culloden was transported. His 
unwillingly recruited tenants may not have been so lucky and the six tenants recorded 
on the first rental may represent a reduction from a previously larger population. Only 
one adult male is included in the 1798 militia list, but in 1821 Kenneth Mackenzie, 
tacksman, one servant and three tenants are listed and in 1826 Kenneth Mackenzie, 
still tacksman and one herdsman. 
 
The tacksman and small tenants appear to have co-existed with a sheep farm, as in 
1808 2000 acres of Corry were advertised for a sheep farm. The last of the small 
tenants were only removed in 1833 when Walter Mundell, later of Inverlael, became 
the sheep farming tenant. These removals were well documented as some degree of 
resistance was anticipated, although in the end the tenants were removed without 
‘recourse to actual force for that purpose’ From that date to the present day there has 
been very little change on the former farmlands. 
 
The earliest constructed road between Ullapool and Dingwall crossed the Corry Burn 
at the lowest accessible fordable point. This road is still the main access to Braes and 
Corry Farm, crossing Corry as a track and dropping into Leckmelm woods. 
Construction on this road took place between 1792 and 1797. It was 16 ft wide with 
the top covered with gravel. However, the work was poor and only 12 years later 
‘Mackenzie’s road’ was in a state of disrepair. It was replaced by a road following 
almost the same route as the present A835 in the early 19th century, which crosses the 
Corry Burn where it falls dramatically into the last steep gorge before the sea. 
 
 
 
The potential of the Corry Burn for water power was limited by its inaccessibility for 
the greater part of its course. The tweed mill at the mouth of the burn was only 
established at the end of the 19th century and the construction of its lade from by the 
falls under the present road bridge would have been a major feat. This mill was a 
major employer, processing wool from the Outer Hebrides. Fleece was landed and the 
finished tweed shipped away on the shore immediately below the mill 
 
 
5.0 Cartographic Evidence  
 
Corry Farm was one of the farms surveyed by Peter May for the Commission for the 
Forfeit Estates in 1755. This map shows both what was there and what improvements 
were proposed. Buildings are indicated in at least three locations: within a sub-
rectangular patch of arable ground on the west side of the hill, and on both banks of 
the Allt an Tota. Several small sub-oval arable patches are scattered across the west 
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part of the farm. The road down the loch and the road over the hill to the shealing are 
indicated. Several dyke lines are marked with their lengths; these are presumably 
proposals. 
 
 

 
       Fig 1. Peter May’s 1755 map of Corry Farm 
 

 
The next detailed mapping dates to after the establishment of the sheep farm and 
removal of the last of the small tenants. The Admiralty chart, surveyed in 1849 shows 
the line of the old road, the rectangular walled park with two buildings next to its 
south corner. 
 
The 1st edition OS map shows Corry Cottage and one roofed building by the walled 
park, with a sheepfold. The second building is shown as unroofed with a small 
enclosure to the south. West of the park, the ground is shown as rough grazing or 
wooded. Upstream, a track runs NE from the cottage, passing the enclosed improved 
ground, crpossing the Allt Glac Scap and running over the hill to Caliskaig. At this 
date there is no small lochan on the Allt Loch a’Choire Dhuibh. 
 
The second edition OS map, surveyed around 1905, shows the tweed mill at the 
mouth of the burn and the small dammed lochan on the Allt Loch a’Choire Dhuibh. 
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Fig 2. 1st edition 6” Ordnance Survey 

 
 

 
6.0 Results of Walk-over survey 
 
6.1  Gazetteer of Archaeological Sites       
 
The following sites of archaeological or historical interest were noted during a walk-
over survey, carried out on  21.5.09. Sites run from E-W. 
 
1. Allt Loch a’Choire Dhuibh: dams, sluices, overflow channel at NH 1550 

9373 
         Significance: Regional 
         A substantial rubble bank in two parts forms a dam (Photos 1, 2) impounding an 

area of water originally c. 50m x 75m (Photo 3) although now drained. At the 
SE end is a dug channel leading back to the stream which is probably an 
overflow channel (Photo 4) About 5m downstream of the dam is a rubble pier 
constructed out from the NW bank (Photo 5) A square-sectioned wooden 
conduit runs from the base of the dam  (Photos 6-8) and is supported by the base 
of this pier (Photo 9) before continuing for a short section now infilled with 
stones (Photo 10) There is no trace of this pipe further downstream. Immediately 
above the broken section of the dam wall a low rubble bank probably serves the 
purpose of stepping stones (Photo 11) While is has been assumed that this dam 
was constructed as a part of the Ullapool water supply, the wooden conduit  and 
pier do not immediately appear to be part of this and may not be contemporary 

 
2. Water Pipeline from NH 15453 93788 
         Significance: local 
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          This consists of sections of cast-iron pipe, occasionally visible on the surface, 
with at least one  air vent (Photos 13, 14) running approximately WNW from the 
north end of the dam. A revetted bank (photo 12) may contain the pipe or may 
be an associated path. 

 
 

               
                                          Fig 3. Site 1:  Wooden water conduit below dam 
 
 
 

                  
                                                  Fig 4. Site 2.  Air valve of water supply pipeline 
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3. Trackway from NH 1483 9305 to NH 1555 9516 
         Significance: local 
         A trackway from Corry Cottage to Caliskaig can be followed across the hill. It is 

mostly marked by wear rather than construction although there appears to be 
some revetting as it rises through Glac Scap and a cairn at the summit. 

 
4. Peat cuttings centred on NH 154 936 
         Significance: local 
         The hillside on both sides of the stream is marked by the banks of former peat  

cuttings (Photo 15) 
 
5. Tank at NH 1519 9364 
         Significance: local 
         A rectangular stone and concrete water tank, probably for settlement as it is   

divided internally by two dwarf walls.  (Photos 16, 17)The outpipe is visible at 
the NW end. This is in the wrong location for any association with the Ullapool 
water scheme and may be associated with a more local supply for Corry and 
Braes 

 
6. Shieling at NH 15153 93537 
         Significance: local 
         A rectangular structure of low rough rubble walling is tucked into the rock face 

on the SE bank of the stream where the gorge widens briefly (Photos 18, 19) 
This is in the style of a shieling structure and the gorge offers a small, secure 
and sheltered location. It is, however, very close to the main area of the 
settlement and may be a day shieling, possibly associated with peat cutting 

 
7. Head Dyke at NH 1500 9347 
         Significance: local 
         A low turf and stone dyke runs approximately N-S, crosses the Allt Loch 

a’Choire Dhuibh and turns to run up the Allt Glac Scap for about 20m before 
terminating at a small gully. This is one of many turf dykes dividing the Corry 
farm land and may have served as a head dyke to the township. (Photo 20) 

 
8. Drystone Dyke at NH 14949 93456 
         Significance: local 
         A well-constructed drystone dyke forms the east boundary to the in-bye land of 

Corry. Although ruinous further east, it is in good condition where it forms the 
NE boundary of the enclosure (site 9) This is 19th century in construction, 
recorded on the 1st edition OS map and presumably was constructed on the 
establishment of the sheep farm. (Photo 21) 

 
9. Enclosure at NH 1490 9340  (recorded site 2, above) 
         Significance: local 
         The enclosure as recorded on the 1755 Peter May map and the 1st edition OS 

map survives as a level improved field bounded by drystone dykes to NE and 
SE, a stream to the SW and forestry to the NW. (Photo 22 )There are the rubble 
footings of one rectangular building at the break of slope to the west, behind 
which are rigs on the slope. Running parallel with the remains of the drystone 
wall to the SE is a deep dry ditch of unknown function. 
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10. Stone platform at NH 14923 93380 
         Significance: local 
         A spread collection of approximately 50 mainly flat stones form a rough  oval 

platform measuring 3m by 2m. There is a suggestion of revetting on the east 
side and a possible circular setting 0.75m in diameter to the south. This is of 
unknown function and date, but appears to be shallow and not overgrown, nor 
has it been removed for past ploughing, so is likely to be relatively recent in date 
(Photos 23, 24) 

 
11. Turf boundary dyke at NH 14840 93114 
         Significance: local 

A turf bank of square profile and 0.9m in width runs NW down the bank from 
the trackway to the break of slope above the burn. (Photos 25, 26) Although the 
slope is facing NW, it appears to have been cultivated or improved for grazing. 
Several shallow mounds in the immediate area may be field clearance piles. This 
is likely to represent early modern land use 
 

12. Field clearance piles at NH 1470 9303 
         Significance: local 

At the break of slope are a number of stone rickles and piles, some of exposed 
stone and some grassy. (Photo 27) Although the slope is steep and faces NW it 
appears to have been cultivated or improved for grazing. This is likely to 
represent early modern land use 

 
13. Roadway  ‘MacKenzie’s Road’ at NH 1459 9300 
         Significance: regional 

Road built in 1792-97 and abandoned as the main overland route to the east 
coast after a few decades due to poor construction. (Photo 28) This section is 
surfaced and provides access to farmland and one house, beyond which it 
deteriorates into a wet track which can be followed to Leckmelm and includes 
features such as culverts and flanking turf banks. To the north it crosses the 
Corry Burn at what must have been at this date the first fordable point. A bridge 
is shown on the 1st edition OS map, although the present bridge is modern. The 
road to the east running up to Corry Cottage is modern. 
 

14. Park, dykes at NH 1458 9300 
         Significance: local 
         A sub-square sheep park enclosed by drystone dykes in excellent condition and 

demonstrating a local style with smaller stones used in the lower courses and 
large capstones (Photos 29-34). In the south corner the remains of a rectangular 
19th century house is incorporated into a sheep fank. This is recorded on the 
1849 Admiralty chart and is likely to have been constructed when Walter 
Mundell took on the sheep farming tenancy around 1833. 
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  Fig 5. Site 13, Mackenzie’s Road, left and Site 14 sheep park, corner of dyke, right 
 

15. Field edge at NH 1450 9296 
         Significance: local 
         A low, spread bank of rubble meanders across the lower part of the sheep park 

on an approximate ESE-WNW alignment and is likely to represent a field 
boundary with field clearance stones, dating to the Early Modern period 

 
16. Old road alignment at NH 1435 9287 
         Significance: local 
         A loop of the original early 19th century road alignment, in use until the late 20th 

century and now made redundant by widening and straightening of the A835 
 
17. Rubble dyke at NH 1427 9285 
         Significance: local 
         Crossing a WNW running small stream is a short section of rubble walling 

running NNE-SSW (Photo 36), surviving between the modern road alignment 
and the caravan park access road. This probably represents an internal stock-
management boundary for Corry Farm 

 
18. Former caravan park at NH 1421 9280 
         Significance: local 

Large-scale landscaping, notably a broad terrace running parallel with the 
shoreline and levelling of rocky knolls for the access road, with other minor 
features, remain of a former caravan park, closed in the late 1980s 

 
 
6.2 Summary of findings 
 
Of the 18 sites noted along the route of the proposed pipeline, all but two are 
considered to be of local significance only. The two sites given regional significance 
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are Site 1, dam, sluices and Site 13, MacKenzie’s Road. The sites break down 
chronologically as follows: 
 
Prehistoric or Mediaeval: none 
Early Modern, dating to Corry Farm as recorded by Peter May in 1755, pre-dating 
sheep farming: sites 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 15, 17 
!792-7, known date of construction: Site 13 
First decades of 19th century, period of sheep farming and improvements: Sites 8, 14, 
16 
Late 19th century: Sites 1, 2, 5 
20th century: sites 10, 18 
 
 
 
7.0 Potential Impacts and Mitigation 
 
Of the 18 sites identified within the area of survey, 11 will not be directly affected or 
will be affected but no mitigation is considered necessary 
 
The following sites will be affected by the work: 
 
Site 8, drystone dyke. The pipeline passes through, and will presumably require the 
demolition of, a section of this feature. It is recommended that the dyke be rebuilt in 
its original style when work is completed. 
 
Site 9 Enclosure. The pipeline crosses this. It is unlikely that any constructed features 
survive sub-surface as the level area has been drained and ploughed 
 
Site 10, platform. It is unclear whether the pipeline crosses this. It has been 
tentatively identified as a relatively modern feature although of unknown function and 
it may be advisable not to destroy it without further investigation. However, it may b 
possible to mark it to avoid accidental damage and route the pipeline to one side. 
 
Site 11 Turf Dyke. A section of this will be removed to allow the pipeline to pass. It 
could be reconstructed after work is completed. 
 
Site 13, MacKenzie’s Road. Insertion of the pipeline will cause damage to only a 
small section of a long linear feature. It may provide an opportunity to investigate and 
record construction. 
 
Site 14 Sheep Park Dykes. Two sections will be damaged to allow the pipeline to 
pass, at the top and bottom of the park. It is recommended that these be reconstructed 
in their original style when work is completed. 
 
Site 15 Field boundary. A section of this will be damaged but could be reconstructed 
in an approximate style when work is completed. 
 
 
8.0 Conclusions 
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The extraction of water from the Corry Burn will be the most recent in a series of 
works utilising the water for domestic use or power and with careful design will fit 
harmoniously into the landscape. The pipeline passes through a landscape containing 
several well-preserved elements of Early Modern and Modern land use, notably the 
fine drystone walling, but after reinstatement and reconstruction of the dykes will 
have a low impact. The turbine house is to be constructed on land already heavily 
modified for the caravan park. 
 
Although a number of prehistoric monuments had been identified in the vicinity, this 
identification is dubious and should not be used to control nearby development. The 
sites themselves will not be directly affected. 
 
The overall impact of the scheme on the archaeological record is considered to be 
low. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catherine Dagg 
2, Ruigh’Riabhach 
Scoraig Peninsula 
Dundonnell 
Wester Ross 
IV23 2RE 
Tel: 01854 633 337                                                                                             13.6.09 
 
 

                     
                                   Fig 6. Ullapool Tweed Mill beside Corry Burn 
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Appendix 1. Data Sources and Bibliography 
 
The following data sources were consulted during the desk-based evaluation: 
 

• Historic Environment Record (HER) held by the Archaeology Unit within the 
Highland Council in Inverness. 

• Ullapool Museum database of Early Modern settlements in Lochbroom Parish 
• Early maps held by the Map Library within the National Library of Scotland 

 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 2. Photographic Record (digital) 
 
Photo no. Site no. Detail Angle of view 
1 1 Dam: grass-covered rubble bank crosses 

stream, centre. Former artificial lochan area 
on right 

From SE 

2 1 Dam, short section at NW end and intake of 
water supply pipe 

From E 

3 1 Drained area of former artificial lochan From SW 
4 1 Overflow channel running back to stream 

below dam 
From E 

5 1 Rubble pier below broken dam and wooden 
conduit 

From SW 

6 1 Wooden conduit detail From SE 
7 1 Wooden conduit detail From SW 
8 1 Wooden conduit detail From W 
9 1 Pier, square section ‘support’ for wooden 

conduit 
From SW 

10 1 Wooden conduit partially buried downstream 
of stone pier 

From SE 

11 1 Rubble ‘stepping stones’ above broken dam From S 
12 2 Revetted bank below dam (in foreground), 

possible path or pipe route 
From E 

13 2 Air valve on pipeline route  
14 2 Air valve on pipeline route From S 
15 4 Peat cuttings to SE of Allt a’Choire Dhuibh From SW 
16 5 Water tank From E 
17 5 Water tank From N 
18 6 Shieling structure From SE 
19 6 Shieling structure From NW 
20 7 Head dyke, visible as low bank crossing from 

near right to far left 
From SW 

21 8 Drystone Dyke, small culvert at approximate 
pipeline crossing point 

From SW 

22 9 Enclosure, general view with Corry Cottage in 
far centre 

From NE 

23 10 Stone platform with possible revetting in 
foreground 

From S 

24 10 Stone platform  From N 
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25 11 Turf dyke running down to Corry Burn From SE 
26 11 Turf Dyke running up slope to track From NW 
27 12 Grass-covered field clearance pile  at edge of 

trees 
From SE 

28 13 ‘MacKenzie’s Road’ (centre) From NW 
29 14 Corner of drystone enclosure of sheep park From NW 
30 14 Corner of drystone enclosure of sheep park From N 
31 14 NW section of walling showing style From NW 
32 14 SW section of walling From NW 
33 14 SW section of walling From NE 
34 14 Sheep park, general view From SW 
35 15 

 
Field edge, visible as low, spread and now 
bracken-covered bank 

From WNW 

36 17 Rubble walling crossing small stream. Wall 
runs from near left to mid-right 

From N 

37 18 Caravan park access track, showing extent of 
landscaping 

From SW 

38 18 Constructed level terrace of caravan park From SE 
39 - Tweed mill at bottom of Corry Burn, now 

converted to holiday accommodation 
From S 

40 - Tweed mill – part of loom semi-buried on 
shore below building 

From S 

    
 
  
Plan 1. Location of Scheme 
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Plan 2. Location of Archaeological Features 
 

 
 
Green = pipeline route 
Red = archaeological feature 

 
                                                        
 

 


