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Non-Technical Summary 
 
Stuart Farrell was commissioned by UPM Tilhill in July 2009 to undertake an 
archaeological desktop and walkover survey for a block of proposed forestry at 
Knockinnon, Houstry, Highland. 
 
Work revealed two previously recorded archaeological sites; both being 
chambered cairns though one had been partly reused as a sheepfold. The 
proposed forestry scheme lies within an area of a wider number of archaeological 
sites though none will be affected by the scheme. 
 
A number of recommendations have been made. 
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1. Introduction  
 
This report is for an archaeological desktop and walkover survey conducted for UPM 
Tilhill for a block of proposed forestry at Knockinnon, Houstry, Highland. The site is 
centred at ND 150/333. 
 
The fieldwork was conducted on the 14th of July 2009. 
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I would like to thank the following for their help during the work:  
- Mr. John McGlade of UPM Tilhill;  
- Staff of the National Monuments Record of Scotland; 
- Staff of the National Library of Scotland, Map room. 
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Figure 1 – Site Location. 
© Ordnance Survey. Licence number 100041016 
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Figure 2 – Location of Archaeological Sites. 
© UPM Tilhill.  
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Figure 3 – 1st Edition ordnance Survey Map of 1871. 
© Ordnance Survey. Licence number 100041016 
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3. Objectives 
 
To conduct a desktop and walkover survey to record to the block of existing forestry. 
This survey to follow those guidelines as proposed by the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists (IFA, 1999); those of the Forestry Commission (FC, 1995). 
 
Access to the site was gained through an existing gate situated to the SE corner of 
the scheme, after crossing the burn over an iron & stone bridge from Cuag 
farmstead. The whole proposed area, 30 hectares is enclosed by post & wire fencing. 
 
 
4. Archaeological Survey 
 
Desktop & Walkover Results  
A desktop survey was conducted using the following sources:  
- Highland Council Historic Environment Records;  
- National Monuments Record of Scotland, Edinburgh CANMORE database;  
- National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh (Maps);  
- Local archives. 
 
Map coverage was limited to the area of interest, as the 1st edition OS of 1871 was 
almost the same as the 2nd edition of circa 1900 and little survey work has been 
carried out in detail in the 20th century, with the next edition being the 1970’s. Early 
historical maps of the area do not provide enough detail for the area of forestry. 
 
Archaeological survey work has previously been conducted to the area of forestry, by 
Glasgow University in 1986 (Survey of Dunbeath Estate) and by the RCAHMS in 
1997.  
 
 
The following archaeological sites were to be found in or close to the proposed forestry 
block. Grid references on-site were obtained using a Garmin II GPS using OS data. 
Sites are as follows:  
 
HER – Historic Environment Record  
NMRS - National Monuments Record of Scotland  
N/a – not available 
 
Recommendations are given after each site. 
 
 
1 – Buoldhu 
HER – MHG 1152 
NMRS – ND13SE 25 
Grid Ref: ND 1501/3337 
Type – Chambered Cairn 
Status – Scheduled Ancient Monument 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘A possibly chambered cairn of uncertain type. The last grass-
grown remnants of a cairn 48ft in diameter, crossed by a modern sheep shelter, lie on the 
hillside just under 1/4 mile NW of the cairn of Houstry (ND13SE 1). Various large slabs 
protrude through the turf. The two longest slabs on S side of the wall are 1ft high above the 
present ground level, while the two at right angles to the wall and the slab to the N of them 
are 2ft high. The number and size of the slabs indicate that the cairn has probably covered a 
chamber or chambers, but at present the plan is uncertain. A S Henshall 1963.  
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A chambered cairn at ND 1501 3337, as described by Henshall. Visited by Ordnance Survey 
11 March 1968 and 19 October 1982.  
 
This enigmatic structure is not now considered to be a chambered cairn. J L Davidson and A 
S Henshall 1991. 
 
Although the stone structure at the heart of this low stony mound has been discounted as the 
remains of a chamber by Davidson and Henshall (1991), it is difficult to see what else it may 
have been. The slabs are slighter than might have been expected of a chambered tomb, but 
they evidently outline more than the remains of a cist. Furthermore, there is little doubt that 
the stony mound is the remains of a cairn measuring about 16m in diameter. The position of 
the cairn was resurveyed for the OS 1:2500 revision programme. Visited by RCAHMS August 
1997.’ 
 
Walkover reveals cairn on natural ridge with sheep shelter/fold standing to height of 1.3m and 
14m in length, large upright stone on N side of wall may be part of chamber, no trace of any 
kerb or entrance. 
 
Recommend that site to be given 20m exclusion area. As site is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument consultation with Historic Scotland would be advisable for this scheme. 
 
 
2 – Houstry 
Alt Name - Cuag 
HER – MHG 1138 
NMRS – ND13SE 1 
Grid Ref: ND 1531/3314 
Type – Chambered Cairn 
Status – Scheduled Ancient Monument 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘An Orkney-Cromarty, Camster type, round chambered cairn. A 
considerably robbed cairn with N-S axis through the main chamber of 55ft by about 70ft 
across it. It is free of vegetation but its edge is indistinct. The chamber, represented by the 
tops of five slabs, was probably entered by a passage from the S edge of the cairn. RCAHMS 
1911; A S Henshall 1963.  
 
A 'heel-shaped' chambered cairn, mainly as described by Henshall (1963). It is defined in the 
S by a straight kerb of drystone walling, three courses high and about 10 m long. The kerb is 
obscured by tumble elsewhere. The entrance is visible as a break just off centre in the S kerb.  
Visited by Ordnance Survey 11 March 1968 and 19 October 1982.  
 
This cairn is as described by Davidson and Henshall (1991) and its position was resurveyed 
for the OS 1:2500 revision programme. Visited by RCAHMS August 1997.’ 
 
Walkover reveals cairn situated on natural ridge with boggy ground to E and W, slabs of 
chamber visible to S side. 
 
Recommend that site to be given 20m exclusion area. As site is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument consultation with Historic Scotland would be advisable for this scheme. 
 
 
3 – Houstry 
HER – MHG 13595 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: ND 1503/3308 
Type – Lithic Scatter 
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Noted on original Highland SMR card as stone scatter not lithic, wrote site type. Noted as ‘A 
number of slabby stones, placed on their side, plus a number of other stones. All are large in 
size. Orientated W-E’. Taken from Glasgow University Survey of Dunbeath Estate in 1986, ref 
DB20/9. 
 
Walkover reveals no trace of any stones at this Grid Reference, only an area of open ground, 
possibly former peat cuttings (see photo 3). At ND 15102/33050 there was found a small 
dump of stones by edge of track (track which runs across the site NW-SE) 1.5m EW by 4m 
NS, not very discernible; other piles of stones visible at ND 15128/33040 and ND 
15126/33036. Neither looks like being archaeological but a combination of outcrops of rock, 
some quarried. Track here is very washed out. Distance overall between the two sites is 
c30m, which could be that noted in 1986 by Glasgow University in 1986. Overall it does not 
look being archaeological but natural. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
The following sites are in close proximity to the proposed scheme: 
 
4 – Buoldhu 
HER – MHG 13582 & 42566 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: ND 147/336 
Type – Structure, Enclosure 
 
Noted in HER of ‘A small rough stone built structure, within a possible enclosure. Old sheep 
pen, small fank or bothy?’ Glasgow University 1996 Survey reference DB19/5. 
 
Walkover reveals no trace of this site at this Grid Ref. No sign of it in the proposed forestry 
area. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
5 – Burn of Houstry 
HER – MHG 1169 
NMRS – ND13SE 43 
Grid Ref: ND 1544/3350 
Type – Hut circles 
Status – Scheduled Ancient Monument 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘At ND 1544 3350 and ND 1547 3351, on a hillside shelf, are two 
heather-covered hut circles (A and B respectively). 'A' measures approximately 5.5m in 
diameter within a wall 0.2m high and spread to an average width of 2.0m. The entrance is in 
the SSE. 'B' measures approximately 7.0m in diameter within a wall 0.3m high and spread to 
a width of 2.0 to 2.5m. The entrance may have been in the NW. There is an appreciable 
quantity of bare stone in evidence here, compared to 'A'. There are several stone clearance 
heaps in the vicinity. Visited by OS 19 October 1982. 
  
Two heather and grass-grown hut-circles (OS A & B) are situated on a terrace above the Burn 
of Houstry and W of the public road that runs from N to S up the valley past Minera (ND13SE 
111.00). A, the western hut-circle (ND 1544 3350), is situated on the very edge of the terrace 
and measures about 8.5m in diameter within a wall 0.2m in height and spread 1.5m in 
thickness. The entrance is on the SSE and there are several stones are visible along the line 
of the wall, one at the entrance measuring 0.3m in length. B, the eastern hut-circle (ND 1547 
3351), lies at the back of the terrace 30m upslope of A. It measures 9.7m in diameter within a 
wall 0.4m in height and spread 2m in thickness; considerably more stone is visible along the 
line of the wall than in the case of hut-circle A. The position of the entrance is not clear, but it 
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may have been on the N. The central area of the interior is slightly dished. Several small 
cairns were noted on this part of the terrace, along with a length of bank 70m to the NW of the 
hut-circles, which traverses down the steep slope towards the Burn. Visited by RCAHMS 
August 1997.’ 
 
Walkover reveals site to lie on opposite side of burn from proposed forestry scheme. Site not 
visited. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
6 – Cuag 
HER – MHG 1170 & 39573 
NMRS – ND13SE 44 
Grid Ref: ND 1557/3298 
Type – Hut Circle, Cairnfield 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘At ND 1557 3298, on the hillside above the E bank of the Burn 
of Houstry, is a hut circle measuring 7.5m NNW-SSE by 5.5m within a turf and heather 
covered wall, 0.3m high and spread to a width of 2.0m. The entrance is in the SSE.  
Associated land-use is indicated by a scatter of stone clearance heaps, particularly noticeable 
along a natural shelf N of the hut. Visited by OS 20 October 1982. 
 
This hut-circle is lies in an area of dense gorse and bracken on a terrace overlooking the 
abandoned farmsteading of Cuag (ND13SE 104), immediately E of the track leading down to 
the steading and Burn of Houstry. The hut-circle measures 10.5m from N to S by 9m 
transversely within walls 0.3m in height and spread 1.8m in thickness. The entrance is on the 
S or SSE. A group of at least ten small cairns, presumably the result of field clearance, can be 
seen along the terrace to the N of the hut-circle and others may be hidden in the patches of 
gorse and bracken to the SSE. Visited by RCAHMS August 1997.’ 
 
Walkover reveals site to lie on opposite side of burn from proposed forestry scheme. Site not 
visited. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
7 – Cuag 
HER – MHG 13591 
NMRS – ND13SE 104 
Grid Ref: ND 1552/3298 
Type – Farmstead 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘Cuag is depicted as a group of four roofed and two unroofed 
buildings on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Caithness, 1871), sheet xxxiii, and is still 
shown on the latest edition of the OS 1:10000 map as three unroofed buildings. The OS 
Name Book describes Cuag as 'a farmsteading and dwelling house on the slope betwixt the 
public road and the Burn of Houstry' (ONB 1871). Information from RCAHMS July 1997.’ 
 
The farmstead of Cuag is situated at the foot of the river terrace below the hut-circle ND13SE 
44 and on the E bank of the Burn of Houstry. It comprises two ranges around a yard (with the 
main range along the S side), a kiln, and several enclosures. The building forming the E end 
of main S range, on the S side of the yard, has opposed entrances and cruck slots are visible 
in its walls. Set into a small bank to the SE of this range there is a kiln; overall the kiln 
measures 5m from N to S by 4m transversely and there is a circular stoke hole on the SW. 
The OS Name Book describes Cuag as a 'farmsteading and dwelling house on the slope 
between the public road and the Burn of Houstry, about 2 miles N East from Dunbeath, 
property of Sinclair Esq of Dunbeath Castle' (Name Book, Caithness, No. 6, p. 238] and it is 
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depicted as roofed on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Caithness, 1872, sheet xxxiii).  
Visited by RCAHMS August 1997.’ 
 
Walkover reveals visible remains of farmstead, one building still roofed (corrugated iron) with 
at least two houses and a possible third, with a byre and enclosure. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
8 – Burn of Houstry 
HER – MHG 28697 
NMRS – ND13SE 113 
Grid Ref: ND 1515/3298 
Type – Cairn 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘This heather-covered cairn is situated 210m SW of the 
chambered cairn ND13SE 1 and 50m W of a track that extends from SE to NW up the hill 
from the Burn of Houstry. Measuring 13m in diameter and up to 1m in height, the cairn has 
been severely disturbed by the removal of stone from a wedge-shaped quarry-pit into its W 
segment; what may be a small pen, measuring 1.7m by 1.1m and 0.2m in depth, has been 
sunk into the E side of the cairn. At least one small cairn is visible in the peat and deep 
heather to the W. Visited by RCAHMS August 1997.’ 
 
Walkover reveals area of deep heather, site on edge of natural ridge. No sign of any related 
features within proposed forestry scheme. Site not visited. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
9 – Burn of Houstry 
HER – MHG 28698 
NMRS – ND13SE 114 
Grid Ref: ND 1531/3276 
Type – Cairn 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘What are probably the remains of a second heather-grown cairn 
are situated about 270m SE of the cairn ND13SE 113, and is cut through by the track that 
extends from SE to NW up the slope from the Burn of Houstry. The cairn measures at least 
13.5m in diameter and the surviving portion on the SW side of the track stands to a maximum 
height of 1m. Visited by RCAHMS August 1997.’ 
 
Walkover reveals site to lie on well away from proposed forestry scheme. Site not visited. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
10 – Burn of Houstry 
HER – MHG 28699 
NMRS – N/D13SE 115 
Grid Ref: ND 1532/3280 
Type – Hut Circle 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘What may be a small hut-circle lies in open peat moorland some 
40m NNE of the cairn (ND13SE 114). It measures 6m from N to S by 8m transversely within 
heather-grown walls 0.5m in maximum height and spread 1.5m in thickness. Several stones 
are visible along the line of the wall and two large orthostats frame a possible entrance on the 
SE. Visited by RCAHMS August 1997.’ 
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Walkover reveals site to lie well away from proposed forestry scheme. Site not visited. 
 
No recommendations to be made. 
 
 
5. Conclusions 
 
Overall the sites revealed relate to a former prehistoric landscape with a later post-
medieval farmstead, the latter seems to have been abandoned in the early 20th 
century. 
 
Overall the site the area of proposed forestry lies on a SE facing natural slope, with 
the groundcover being heather or bog. 
 
Any unexpected archaeological discoveries made during forestry operations should 
be notified to the Highland Council Archaeology Unit.  
 
 
6. Archive 
A copy of this report is to be deposited in the National Monuments Record of 
Scotland in Edinburgh and with the Highland Council Archaeology Unit. 
 
 
 
7. Discovery & Excavation in Scotland 
A short summary of the results of this project will be submitted to the Council for 
Scottish Archaeology’s publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland. 
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Top: View of Site 1 facing NE – scale 2m. 
Bottom: View of Site 2 facing SE. 
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Top: View of Site 3 facing SW. 
Bottom: View of possible cairn at Site 3 facing NW – scales 2m. 
 

 
 
 

 

 14



Top: View of Site 3 facing NW. 
Bottom: View of Site 8 facing S from edge of scheme. 
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Photograph Register 
 
 
1 – View of Site 7 facing W. 
 
2 – View of Site 7 facing SW. 
 
3 – View of Site 7 facing NE. 
 
4 – View of Site 7 facing N. 
 
5 – View of Site 7 facing N. 
 
6 – View of bridge over burn facing E. 
 
7 – View of cairn (site 2) facing N. 
 
8 – View of chamber (?) in cairn Site 2 facing W. 
 
9 – View of cairn (site 2) facing SE. 
 
10 – View of cairn (site 1) facing NE. 
 
11 – View of cairn (site 1) facing SE. 
 
12 – View of Site 3 facing SW. 
 
13 – View of cairn in Site 3 facing NE – scales 2m. 
 
14 – View of Site 3 facing NW. 
 
15 – View of Site 8 facing S. 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

 16


