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Summary 
 
An archaeological investigation was conducted on July 6, 2009 prior to construction of new stables at 
Craig Leach, Dunain, Inverness.  Initial desk-based research was followed by a watching brief of the site 
clearance.  There were no significant features or finds uncovered. 
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Location 
 
The site is centred approximately at Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference NH 6285 4251 northeast 
of Dunain House near Inverness (see Figure 1, below).  
 
The city of Inverness has an advantageous position on the banks of the River Ness at the eastern end of 
the Great Glen, where the river flows into the Moray Firth and out to the North Sea.  Its situation places 
it strategically on the old sea and land, trade and communication routes between the Highlands and the 
southern cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow and the rest of Britain. 
 
The site for the new stables lies directly north of Craig Leath house, built in 1999, which lies on lands 
once part of the estate of the Baillies of Dunain.  Dunain House is located to the southwest of the site 
and many of the estate’s former steadings, gate houses and boundary walls lie in close vicinity.  The 
estate is on the outskirts of Inverness with a position on the hills west of the Caledonian Canal and River 
Ness.  
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Figure 1  Site location 
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Introduction and Planning Background 
 
An archaeological desk-based assessment and watching brief were conducted by Mary Peteranna for 
Highland Archaeology Services at Craig Leach, Dunain, Inverness on July 6, 2009 on behalf of Roy Homes 
Ltd., to comply with the Highland Council planning condition 08/00738.  The purpose of the work was to 
identify and record the nature and extent of any archaeological features revealed prior to the 
construction of new stables (see Figure 2 below).  This report summarises the results. 
 
 

 
Figure 2  Site Plan 
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Archaeological background and cultural significance 
 
Artefactual evidence recovered in Inverness proves that the Inverness area was at least intermittently 
occupied from the Mesolithic period.  Continuous occupation is likely from the late Neolithic and the 
important Iron Age and Pictish hillfort at Craig Phadraig (HHER #MHG3809) is located two miles to the 
northeast of Craig Leach, situated in a strategic position overlooking the mouth of the River Ness and 
the Moray Firth.  
 
The proposed site is also situated on the historic estate of Dunain House, former home of the Baillies of 
Dunain.  Aside from the former buildings of the estate, a stone cist and possible souterrains were 
located in the nearby area. 
 

 
Figure 3:  Ordnance Survey 1:10560 Map  (extract):  Inverness-shire Mainland XI     Surveyed: 1868-72 

 

Aims and objectives 
 
The archaeological investigation was requested in this case because of the site’s proximity to sites of 
prehistoric and historic interest. 
 
The overall aims of the archaeology programme were to: 
 

1. Minimize any possible delay or costs to the development by anticipating any archaeological 
requirements as far as possible, timetabling and integrating archaeological recording work 
with the project, and dealing with any issues arising quickly and efficiently. 
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2. Determine as far as possible the character, extent, condition, date and significance of any 
archaeologically significant remains; and to preserve these where possible and record where 
necessary in line with NPPG 5 (SOEND 1994) and PAN 42 (SOEND 1994). 

 
3. Ensure that any artefacts or human remains are dealt with in accordance with legal 

requirements and current Historic Scotland policy guidance. 
 

4. Meet the requirements of the Highland Council Archaeology Unit for this project. 
 

Methods   
 

1. A desk-based assessment was conducted prior to fieldwork and all accessible records were 
checked for archaeological information. 

 
2. A risk assessment was conducted on site prior to commencement of groundworks.   
 
3. In accordance with the planning requirement, a watching brief was conducted on 

excavations for the new stable to assess the site for features of archaeological interest. 
4. A digital photographic record was made, and all photographs and an index are included with 

this report. 
 

5. No human remains were encountered. 
 

Results 

Desk-based assessment 
 
The following sites are records of historical and archaeological interest within close proximity to the site: 
 

Dunain House   HHER #MHG15740  Map ref NH 6275 4236 
18th century home to the Baillie family of Inverness 

 
Cist, Dunain Hill   HHER #MHG3745  Map ref NH 6250 4330 
Stone cist burial was uncovered in the 1880s on the hill at Dunain 

 
Souterrain/pits, Dunain Mains  HHER #MHG47473  Map ref NH 6289 4225 
Two possible souterrains and possible pits were identified by RCAHMS on aerial photos of fields 200m north of 
Dunain Mains 
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Watching Brief 
 
Prior to the watching brief three large trees on the site had been cleared, and the roots remained on the 
site.  The site also appeared to have been recently cleared of other brush and growth. 
 
The site topsoil was composed of rich gravelly dark brown soil underlain in the first 4-5 metres of the 
site by mid orange-brown gravelly silt.  The remainder of the subsoil was mostly gravel and medium 
stone fragments in silty soil fill.  Within this was Feature 1, which covered approximately half of the site 
(see Figure 4 below).  This deposit comprised loose stone, mortar and soil with scattered ceramic and 
glass fragments throughout it. 
 

 
Figure 4:  Watching brief location and camera points 

 
Feature 1 
 
This deposit appeared as a linear change in the subsoil and close examination showed it to consist of 
stone rubble and mortar mixed with silty soil and showing scattered 19-20th c. ceramic fragments 
throughout it.  Upon completion of the site excavation, the lines of the deposit appeared in a roughly 
rectangular shape, like a building footprint, extending out of the excavated area (see Figure 4, below). 
  
The deposit did not appear to be fill within a man-made cut, but rather a layer of material deposited 
over the natural subsoil.  If Feature 1 is not a layer of rubble from a demolished former structure on site, 
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then it is probably material from a nearby ruined structure that was redeposited on the site and levelled 
off for future use.  

 

 
Plate 1:  Feature 1 

 

Discussion and conclusions 
 
It seems that the material in Feature 1 is the remains of a drystone structure, the ruins of which were 
removed to or levelled on the site in order to clear the rubble off of the land.  In a lot of cases, stone 
would be reused for the restructuring of existing buildings or construction of new buildings or boundary 
walls, or filling hollows.  There are several renovated estate buildings north of the property, making re-
use of stone quite likely.  The small-medium size of the remaining stones in the deposit suggests that 
this deposit was merely the leftover stone fragments.   
 

Recommendations 
 
There are no recommendations for further work. 
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Appendix 1:  Index of Photographs 
 
 

Photo 
Number 

Camera Point 
Direction 
(facing) 

Date 
Taken 

by 
Comments 

1 CP1 WNW 06/07/2009 MKP 
Site prior to excavation; digging out of 
tree stumps in progress 

2 CP1 SW 06/07/2009 MKP 
Site prior to excavation; digging out of 
tree stumps in progress 

3 - NNE 06/07/2009 MKP 
Craig Leach house; the stables' site is to 
the left rear of house 

4 CP3 SE 06/07/2009 MKP 
Black labrador on site, house in 
background 

5 CP2 ENE 06/07/2009 MKP 
Northwest half of site after excavation; 
the top edge of the Feature 1 deposit is 
visible 

6 CP2 E  06/07/2009 MKP 
Site after excavation, line of Feature 1 is 
visible behind Iain 

7 CP3 SE 06/07/2009 MKP 
Site after excavation, line of Feature 1 is 
visible to the left of Iain 

8 CP4 SSW 06/07/2009 MKP 
Site after excavation, the lighter deposit 
of Feature 1 is clear against the mid 
brown gravelly subsoil 

9 CP4 S 06/07/2009 MKP 
Site after excavation, the lighter deposit 
of Feature 1 (centre of photo) is clear 
against the mid brown gravelly subsoil 

10 CP3 SE 06/07/2009 MKP 

Feature 1, centre of photo: the left edge 
of it is visible against the mid brown 
subsoil, and it extends out of the 
excavated area to the right 

11 CP3 SE 06/07/2009 MKP 
Feature 1, stone, gravel and building 
rubble within light brown silty soil 

12 - - 06/07/2009 MKP 
Some of the C. 19th c. glass and ceramic 
finds 
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