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1 Introduction 

 
1.1 Background 

1.1.1 Jacobs Engineering UK was commissioned by Scottish Water Solutions to 
carry out a watching brief to examine the cultural heritage resource that may 
be affected by the upgrading of a water treatment works pipeline within the 
township of Achachork.  The pipeline extends from (NGR: NG 4700 4632 to 
NGR: NG 4891 4540), a distance of about 2.0km (Figure 1). 

1.1.2 During an initial desk based assessment and walkover survey (Jacobs, 
2008) it was assessed that the proposed route of the water pipeline passed 
through an area with a number of upstanding archaeological features, 
comprising mainly turf and stone field banks.  In addition, the presence of 
peat indicated that archaeological sites and remains may survive below the 
surface and within the peat.  As a result, this area has been assessed as 
having moderate archaeological potential. 
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2 Non-technical summary 

2.1 General 

2.1.1 Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd was commissioned by Scottish Water Solutions 
to undertake an archaeological watching brief and detailed survey (using a 
GPS) of known archaeological sites during groundbreaking works associated 
with the proposed renewal of the water treatment works pipeline within the 
township of Achachork, located to the north of Portree on the Isle of Skye.  

2.1.2 A previous survey of the proposed route (Desk Based Assessment and 
Walkover Survey) by Jacobs assessed the archaeological potential of the 
area as moderate (Jacobs, 2008).  The works were carried out to record any 
previously unknown archaeological deposits or features present within the 
peat subsoil.  

 
2.1.3 During the GPS survey of known archaeological sites and additional 

archaeological sites were noted and recorded, (Figure 1a and 1b).  These 
included a drystone rectangular structure (14), noted at NGR: NG 4863 4592 
and centred at NGR: NG 4752 4611, a concentrated group of structures (30-
34).  These structures were all in a poor state of preservation and ranged in 
size from 8.0m to 13.0m in length and 4.50m to 6.0m in width, with an 
average height of 0.40m.  The structural remains were overgrown with 
vegetation and predominantly oriented northeast - southwest.  

 
2.1.4 During the course of the topsoil stripping five additional field banks were 

noted (13, 15, 25, 29, and 35). Site 13 (NGR: NG 4872 4581) was composed 
of a single row of stones in a moderate condition.  The remaining field banks 
were composed of stone and turf, in a poor to moderate condition and 
standing on average to a height of 0.50m. 
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3 Aims and Objectives 

3.1 General 

3.1.1 The fieldwork was undertaken between the 8th of June and 28th of July 2009 
in compliance with the requirements of Highland Council Archaeology Unit 
(HCAU), in accordance with SPP23 (2008), and PAN 42 (1994a). All work 
was carried out in accordance to the Code of Conduct, Standards and 
Guidance of the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA). 

3.2 Objectives 

The objectives of the watching brief and GPS survey were: 
  

• To identify and record any features or objects of archaeological 
importance revealed during the earthworks while minimising any 
delays or disruption to the works; 

 
• Define a buffer zone around the remains of the structure at site 8; 

 
• Carry out a location survey and record field-banks of known sites 

(sites 3, 6, 7 and 10); and 
 

• Record detailed sections of field banks bisected by the pipe trench 
(site 3, 6, 10 and 13). 
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4 Method 

4.1  General 

4.1.1 All excavation was by a 14 ton 360º tracked excavator equipped with a 1.5m 
wide toothless ditching bucket.  All excavation was carried out under 
constant archaeological supervision.  At locations where the machine 
excavated pipe trench bisected field banks, the exposed section was hand 
cleaned, photographed and recorded by means of a hand drawn section at a 
scale of 1:20.  In addition at each 50m chainage point the trench profile was 
hand cleaned, photographed and the stratigraphy was recorded. 

 
 4.1.2 The GPS survey was carried out using a Magellan Professional Mobile 

Mapper using Digiterra Explorer 5 software. 
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5 Results 

 
5.1 General 

5.1.1 No new features of archaeological significance were discovered during the 
watching brief, however previously unknown archaeological sites were noted 
during the GPS survey.   

5.2 Protection Measures 

5.2.1 As part of the programme of archaeological mitigation, it was proposed that 
the structural remains of site 8 would be protected from potential damage 
from vehicle traffic by the erection of a demarcated buffer zone.  Prior to the 
start of topsoil stripping, it was decided that site 8 was located at a sufficient 
distance to negate the need for a buffer zone.  

5.3 GPS Survey 

5.3.1 A GPS survey was conducted along the route of the pipeline.  This was 
carried out to assess the extent and condition of the field banks and to 
accurately record their location within the pipeline corridor (sites 3, 6, 7 and 
10). 

 
5.3.2 During the survey, additional sites were noted along the length of the route.  

Sites 14 and 15 are outwith the study corridor however they were included as 
they are an integral part of the archaeology of the wider landscape.  The 
remaining sites (13, 25, 29, 30 - 36) were not recognised during the initial 
walkover survey due to severe weather conditions considerably reducing 
visibility.  All of the surveyed sites appear to be Post Medieval in date. 

 
5.3.3 Site 12 is an enclosed area of rig and furrow measuring 120m by 135m.  This 

site had previously been identified within the boundaries of site 7 (Plate 1) a 
semi-oval shaped earthen bank that encapsulated an area between the River 
Chracaig to the east and the remains of a quarry to the southwest.  The bank 
has a maximum width of 1.50m and stands to a height of 1.0m.  The route of 
the pipeline followed a track which had previously bisected the earthen bank 
of site 7, therefore there was no section to record.  Within the enclosure, the 
rig and furrow is oriented in two directions.  The longest rigs are oriented 
northeast-southwest while the remaining rig and furrow on the south western 
side is oriented east-west.  The rigs are well preserved measuring on 
average 4.0m crest to crest on the northeast-southwest rigs and 7.0m on the 
east-west rigs.   

 
5.3.4 Site 13 was noted during the watching brief, and is composed of a single 

course of stones forming a stone alignment.  This stone alignment runs in a 
northeast-southwest direction, extending from the houses to the south until it 
abuts at the northern end with site 15. There is a gap in the bank (Site 13) of 
about 50m, this section was untraceable, namely due to the stone alignment 
comprising a single course of stone which was, difficult to trace. The stones 
have a maximum length of 0.40m by 0.40m wide and 0.20m high.   
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5.3.5 Site 15 comprises a stone and turf field bank in poor to moderate condition.  
This bank extends from site 3 (field banks) in a north-easterly direction 
towards the A855.  Due to the bank slumping, the bank varies in width from 
1.50m to 2.50m and survives to a maximum height of 0.80m. 

5.3.6 Out with the study area, site 14 was noted during the surveying of field banks 
13 and 15.  Within a concentrated spread of stones, the remains of a small 
rectangular structure were identified oriented northeast-southwest and 
measuring 7.50m in length and 5m in width.  The walls of the structure 
comprised roughly dressed stones up to 2 courses measuring 0.40m in 
height (Plate 2).  The remains of a possible further structure were noted on 
the southern side of the main building (14), however the structure was poorly 
preserved and the construction could not be clearly defined amongst the 
spread of rubble. 

5.3.7 Running almost parallel to the pipe line but 3.0m – 4.0m from the pipe trench 
(NGR: NG 4812 4601), the heavily disturbed remains of a possible field bank 
(25) were noted.  This feature measured 0.50m - 0.60m wide with a max 
height of 0.30m. The pipeline passed through this field bank at a section 
where it was destroyed, therefore no section was recorded. 

5.3.8 Within the pipeline corridor another stone and turf field bank in poor condition 
was noted (Site 29).  This feature is oriented northeast-southwest and 
located on the eastern side of and parallel to the Lon Achadh a’ Choirce 
burn.  The field bank measured 1.30m wide and 0.80m in maximum height.  
During the watching brief the field bank (Site 29) was not excavated as 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) stipulates that buffer strips must be placed 
on either side of a water course to prevent disruption to the sediment within 
the water flow.  Therefore excavation was not carried out within 1m of either 
side of the Lon Achadh a’ Choirce burn, and Site 29 was not impacted upon 
by the pipe trench.    

5.3.9 On the western end of the development and centred at NGR: NG 4752 4611 
a concentration of structures (30-34 and 36) (Plate 3) was noted.  The 
majority of these structures were oriented northeast-southwest and varied in 
size from 8.0m by 4.5m to 10m by 5.5m with the walls measuring on average 
0.60m in thickness.  The remains are in poor condition and survive to an 
average height of 0.40m.  The remains were overgrown with vegetation but 
could be clearly defined.  Site 33 comprised a small drystone structure 
measuring 5.0m by 3.0m surviving to a height 0.80m.  The exposed 
stonework indicated that the two courses of stonework survived to a height of 
0.60m.  This structure was partially cut into the side of a slight slope.  This 
group of structures are believed to form a Post Medieval farmstead.     

 
5.3.10 Possibly associated with the cluster of structures (30-34 and 36) are the 

partial remains of a stone and turf field bank in poor condition (Site 35) 
(NGR: NG 4762 4622).  The bank is located 30m to the northwest of site 36 
and is oriented northeast-southwest.  The bank measured 75m in overall 
length and measured 0.50m wide and 0.35m in height.  At the point where 
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the pipe trench passed through the bank it was in a poor condition.  It’s 
proximity to the structures indicates a Post Medieval date for the bank.   

 

5.4 Watching Brief 

5.4.1 The proposed pipeline scheme as illustrated in the desk based assessment 
report was subject to two changes as a result of a request by the landowner.  
The first of these changes occurred at the eastern end of the route at NGR: 
NG 4891 4540.  Rather than cut across the field with sites 7 and 12, the 
route was moved to the northeast where it followed a track that ran parallel 
with the field bank (7).  The pipeline trench ran in a northwards direction 
towards NGR: NG 4893 4555, from which point it headed southwest where it 
rejoined the original route at NGR: NG 4884 4553.  

5.4.2 The second change occurred at NGR: NG 4762 4617 where the pipeline was 
altered to follow the field boundaries rather than cross diagonally across the 
field.  The route changed in a northerly direction to NGR: NG 4758 4623, 
thereafter it headed in a southerly direction where it rejoined the original line 
at NGR: NG 4754 4619.  These changes have been illustrated on Figures 1a 
and 1b. 

5.4.3 The subsoil was recorded at every chainage post (every 50m), starting at the 
eastern end of the pipe route (NGR: NG 4891 4540) near the A855.  The 
trench was 1.50m wide and stripped of topsoil to expose the natural subsoil 
or first archaeological horizon.  In areas of deep peat, excavation was carried 
out to a maximum depth of 1.30m, the depth of the pipe trench.  The results 
are recorded in table 5-A below. 

 
Table 5a Chainage Descriptions 
 

Chainage 
(m) 

Topsoil or peat depth and 
description 

Subsoil description 

0 1.5m of peat  Anaerobic blue/grey clay with occasional 
boulder inclusions 

50 0.61m of turf and peat  Blue/grey clay with occasional boulder 
inclusions 

100 0.25m of turf and topsoil 
composed of a mid brown sandy 
silt 

Red/brown gravely silt with occasional boulder 
inclusions.  

150 0.25m of turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown gravely silt 

Red/brown gravely silt 

200 0.15m of turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown sandy silt  

Orange/brown gravely silt with less than 
occasional stone inclusions  

250 0.51m turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown silt 

Orange/brown gravely silt with occasional 
bedrock outcrops 

300 0.09m of turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown gravely silt 

Orange/brown silt/sand 

350 0.12m of turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown sandy/silt  

Orange/brown sandy silt with occasional stone 
inclusions 

400 0.25m turf and peat Blue/grey gravely clay 
450 0.24m of turf and peat Orange/brown clay silt with occasional stone 

inclusions   
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500 0.35m of turf and topsoil, a dark 
brown silt 

Bedrock (igneous)  

550 0.42m of turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown silt 

Orange/brown concreted gravely silt with 
occasional stone inclusions 

600 0.33m of turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown silt 

Orange/brown sandy silt with occasional small 
to large stone inclusions 

650 0.4m of turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown silt with very occasional 
boulders and cobble inclusions   

Orange/brown silt 

700 0.21m of turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown silt 

Concreted orange/brown sandy silt 

750 0.91m  of turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown silt  

Concreted orange/brown sandy silt  

800 0.30m of turf and peat  Blue/grey clay with frequent small to large stone 
inclusions 

850 0.5m turf and topsoil, a mid brown 
sandy silt 

Orange/brown gravely silt 

900 1.26m peat Blue/grey clay with frequent small to large stone 
inclusions 

950 0.20m turf and topsoil Red/brown sandy/silt with occasional small 
stones and large boulder inclusions 

1050 0.26m of peat Blue/grey boulder clay with occasional large 
stone inclusions. 

1100 1.2m peat Trench excavated to maximum depth 
1150 0.24m turf and  topsoil, a mid 

brown sandy silt 
Small – medium sized angular stones in a clay 
matrix 

1450 0.30m Turf and topsoil, a  dark 
brown silt 

Orange/brown sandy silt concreted with 
extensive iron panning 

1500 0.70m of turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown sandy silt 

Bedrock (igneous) 

1550 0.39m turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown sandy silt 

Light brown concreted gravely silt  

1600 0.32m turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown sandy silt 

Light brown sandy silt 

1650 0.36m turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown sandy silt 

Orange/brown sandy silt 

1700 0.32m turf and peat Mid brown flecked orange, sandy silt with 
occasional small stone inclusions  

1800 0.17m turf and peat Sticky mid brown clay with occasional small to 
large stone inclusions 

1850 0.19m  turf and peat  Sticky mid brown clay with occasional small to 
large stone inclusions  

1900 0.38m turf and peat Mid brown mottled grey gravely clay with 
occasional small stone inclusions 

1950 0.36m turf and peat  Orange/brown concreted gravely clay with 
occasional large stone inclusions  

2000 0.26m turf and peat Blue/gray clay with frequent small stone 
inclusions 

2050 0.24m turf and topsoil, a mid Orange/brown gravely clay 
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brown clay 
SOP 16 0.5m turf and peat Blue/grey concreted clay 
2100 0.33m turf and peat Blue/grey clay with occasional small stone 

inclusions  
2132 0.46m turf and topsoil, a mid 

brown silt over 0.12m of peat 
Orange/brown sandy silt 

2150 0.21m turf and topsoil, a mid 
brown sandy silt  

Orange /brown sandy silt with occasional large 
stone inclusions 

 
5.4.3 The excavated pipe trench passed through a complex of field banks (Site 3) 

at two points.  Initially the trench cut through the bank at (NGR: NG 4851 
4577, illustration 2).   At this point the bank measures 2m wide and 0.60m 
high and is composed mainly of mid brown sandy/silt with occasional small to 
medium sized angular boulders and frequent pebble inclusions throughout.  
Within site 3, the pipeline missed the middle north-south section of the 
complex by about 1.5m.  The pipeline passed through site 3 again at NGR: 
NG 4835 4587 (illustration 3).  The bank here measured 1.90m wide and 
0.47m high comprised mainly of dark brown silt with occasional large stones, 
measuring between 0.20m and 0.30m in diameter.   

 
5.4.4 Site 6, a field bank, horse shoe shaped in plan, was bisected by the pipe 

trench at two locations (NGR: NG 4825 4594 and NG 4817 4599 
(illustrations 4 and 5).  The bank composed a mid brown sandy silt with 
numerous small to medium sized rounded boulders and occasional large 
boulder.  The bank measured 2.80m wide and 0.80m in height. 

5.4.5 The field bank complex (site 10) was bisected at three locations (illustrations 
6-8).  The first section (illustration 6) showed that the bank comprised mid 
brown silt with occasional small to medium sub rounded boulder inclusions 
with a maximum width of 0.32m and a maximum height of 0.40m.  The 
pipeline then cut the field bank at NGR: NG 4766 4616 (illustration 8) 
revealing that the bank had slumped, measuring 3.40m wide and 0.30m 
high.  On the west side of site 10, the pipeline excavation cut a field bank 
oriented northeast – southwest.  This bank (illustration 7) was of mid brown 
silt with medium sized boulder inclusions and measured 1.60m wide and 
0.60m in height. 

 
5.3.5 Site 13 was cut by the pipeline at NGR: NG 4857 4566, (illustration 1), 

revealing that the stones lie on a bed of peat measuring 0.40m thick.      
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Appendix A Gazetteer 

Site 
No.  Site Name Site Type NGR NMRS /SMR 

No. Source Designation Sensitivity Description 

1 Dun 
Gerashader 

Fort  
 

NG 4892 
4527  
 

NG 44 NE 3, 
MHG 5146 
 

NMRS, 
SMR, Maps, 
field survey 

SAM High The NMRS records the ruins of Dun Gerashader (Name Book 
1877), once a fort of great strength.  The enceinte, oval in 
shape, measures internally 51.20m NNW-SSE, and 30.50m at 
it’s widest from ENE-WSW, and has been surrounded by a 
well-built stone wall.  This wall has been erected along the 
edge of the ridge on the eastern and western flanks and round 
the northern end, but at the southern end of the enclosure it is 
carried transversely across the ridge, about its highest point 
and near the middle of its length, as a massive structure, 
measuring 4.30m thick and rising about 4.60m above the level 
of the enceinte.  The mass of tumbled stones at the base of 
the inner side of this wall is 3m wide and 2.75m high, and 
above this the face exhibits fine drystone building.  Much of the 
walling is almost obliterated, but at several places the 
foundations can be traced.  Outside the south wall are the 
remains of 3 lines of obstructions, in rows of large boulders up 
to 1.50 m in length, set on edge across the ridge.  Immediately 
behind the inner line at its southwest angle is an enclosure 
8.50m in length and 3.97m in breadth.  There has also been a 
small oval structure 3.0m long by 2.14m broad on the inside of 
the second wall near its eastern end.  
The entrance to the dun is near the middle of the eastern flank, 
where the foundations of a gateway 2.60m wide are to be 
seen.  The approach is difficult as this part of the ridge is rocky 
but a narrow ledge towards the south may have formed the 
roadway.  Between the entrance and the southern end of the 
enceinte there has been an opening, the northern jamb 
remaining in position.  Within the fort are the foundations of a 
number of small stone-walled structures, the majority of them 
now difficult to trace and as to their origin and purpose nothing 
definite can be said.  Against the north eastern side are the 
foundations of a semicircular enclosure about 10.40m in 
diameter internally, with a wall 1.10m thick, and along the 
western wall are indications of a somewhat similar building.  
There is evidence of an entrance towards the south end of the 
west side and a narrow track leads down the slopes 
southwards from this point.  
Noted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey Map (Inverness-
shire, Isle of Skye, 1881 1:10560, sheet 23) as Dun 
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Site 
No.  Site Name Site Type NGR NMRS /SMR 

No. Source Designation Sensitivity Description 

Gerashader.  Not visited during the walkover survey (Dec 
2008). 

2 Achachorck, 
Croft 9 

Blackhouse 
 

NG 482 
457  

NG 44 NE 24 
, MHG 49772 
 

NMRS, 
SMR, Maps 

None Negligible The NMRS records that a ruinous Backhouse and associated 
features were recorded in February 2005 prior to their removal 
for erection of a new house.  Noted on the 1st edition Ordnance 
Survey Map (Inverness-shire, Isle of Skye, 1881 1:10560, 
sheet 23) as a rectilinear structure orientated north east – 
south west. 

3 Maligan Head Dyke, 
Township 
 

NG 482 
458  
 

NG 44 NE 
18, MHG 
27725 
 

NMRS, 
SMR,  Maps, 
field survey 

None Medium The NMRS notes a township comprising fifteen unroofed 
buildings, five enclosures, a sheepfold, two fields and part of a 
head-dyke depicted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map 
(Inverness-shire, Isle of Skye, 1881, 1:10560, sheet 23).  A 
crofting township (Achachorck) now occupies this site as 
shown on the current edition of the Ordnance Survey map 
(1:10560, 1968).  During the walkover survey (Dec 2008) the 
remains of the head dyke were noted comprising a substantial 
turf and stone bank, up to 1.30m high and 2.0m wide at its 
base, in moderately good condition.  The township comprises 
modern houses along a single track main road.  

4 Achachorck 
 

Farmstead, 
Field 
System 
 

NG 474 
461  
 

NG 44 NE 
13, MHG 
27720 
 

NMRS, 
SMR,  Maps 

None Low The NMRS records a farmstead comprising of one roofed and 
two unroofed buildings, two enclosures and a field-system as  
depicted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map (Inverness-
shire, Isle of Skye 1881, 1:10560, sheet 23).  
The two enclosures and the field system can still be traced on 
the current edition of the Ordnance Survey Map (1:10560, 
1968).  On the AP’s (CPE/Scot/UK175 4078, OS/64/051 99) 
the enclosures and field system that form this site are in 
moderate condition with traces of rig and furrow.  Not visited 
during the walkover survey (Dec 2008). 

5 Achachorck 
 

Trackway NG 
48342 
45774 

 Maps  None Negligible Noted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey Map (Inverness-
shire, Isle of Skye, 1881 1:10560, sheet 23) as a trackway 
running north-south, passing through the township of Maligan. 
Not noted during the walkover survey (Dec 2008) or on the 
AP’s. 

6 Achachorck 
 

Field bank NG 482 
459 

MHG 52523 Maps, 
walkover 
survey, AP’s 

None Low Noted on the current edition of the Ordnance Survey Map 
(1:10560, 1968) as a horse shoe shaped enclosure.  During 
the walkover survey (Dec 2008) it was noted that this 
enclosure comprises a substantial turf and stone bank, 
measuring 2.0m wide at the base and 1.50m high and in good 
condition.  On the AP’s (CPE/Scot/UK175 4076, OS/64/051 
101) it can be seen that the interior of the enclosure has traces 
of rig and furrow in a northeast-southwest direction.  During the 
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Site 
No.  Site Name Site Type NGR NMRS /SMR 

No. Source Designation Sensitivity Description 

watching brief the rig and furrow within the horse shoe shaped 
enclosure has all but gone. 

7 Achachorck 
 

Field bank NG 489 
454 

MHG 52524 Maps, 
walkover 
survey, AP’s 

None Low Noted on the current edition of the Ordnance Survey Map 
(1:10560, 1968) as a sub-oval shaped enclosure on the 
eastern bank of River Chracaig.  On the AP’s it can be seen 
that the interior of the enclosure has traces of rig and furrow in 
a north south -east west direction.  During the watching brief it 
was noted that this stone and turf bank has a max width of 
1.50m and stands to a maximum height of 1.0m.  Its a semi-
oval bank enclosing an area of rig and furrow 

8 Achachorck 
 

Structure NG 484 
458 

 Maps, AP’s None Low Noted on the current edition of the Ordnance Survey Map 
(1:10560, 1968) as a small rectilinear structure orientated east-
west.  On the AP’s (CPE/Scot/UK175 4077, OS/64/051 101) 
the roofless remains of a structure can be seen.  Not noted 
during the walkover survey (Dec 2008).  During the watching 
brief this site was surveyed, it measured 10.0m by 6.0m, 
standing to a maximum height of 1.0m and doesn’t appear to 
have an entrance. 

9 Achachorck 
 

Structure NG 482 
458 

 Maps, AP’s None Low Noted on the AP’s as a roofless rectilinear structure oriented 
north-east by south-west.  Not noted during the walkover 
survey (Dec 2008). 

10 Achachorck Field banks NG 478 
462 
(centred) 

MHG 52525 Maps, AP’s None Low Visible on the current edition of the Ordnance Survey Map 
(1:10560, 1968) as a series of sub-oval shaped enclosure.    
Also visible on AP’s (CPE/Scot/UK175 4076, OS/64/051 100) 
the enclosures retain traces of rig and furrow within the interior, 
oriented predominantly north- south.  During the watching brief 
it was noted that this site is poor condition.  The bank has a 
maximum width of 2.0m and stands to a max height of 0.90m. 

11 Achachorck Field bank NG 471 
463 

 Maps, AP’s None Low Visible on the current edition of the Ordnance Survey Map 
(1:10560, 1968) as a field boundary that appears to form an 
enclosure bounded by Eskidal Burn and Lon Meadhonach 
Burn. Not visited during the walkover survey.  During the 
watching brief it was noted that this site comprises an earthen  
field bank in moderate to poor condition, with a maximum 
height of 0.50m and width of 0.60m. 

12 Achachorck Cultivation NG 489 
455 

MHG 52524 AP’s, 
walkover 

None Low Noted during the watching brief, an area of rig and furrow 
enclosed by an earthen field bank (Site 7).  The rig and furrow 
are in good condition and clearly visible.    The rigs follows two 
orientations NW-SE and E-W.  The longest rigs are on average 
4.0m apart (from crest to crest) and the short rigs are 7.0m 
apart.  The rig and furrow was also noted on the 1946 AP's. 
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Site 
No.  Site Name Site Type NGR NMRS /SMR 

No. Source Designation Sensitivity Description 

13 Achachorck Stone 
alignment 

NG 4872 
4581 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low Noted during the watching brief, a row of stones forming a 
stone alignment.  The stones extend from the boundary fence 
of one of the properties and runs in a NNE-SSW direction 
where it abuts with site 15.  The stones have a maximum  
length of 0.04m, width of 0.40m and height of 0.20m and 
comprises of a single course of stones. 

14 Achachorck Structure NG 4863 
45912 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low Noted during the watching brief was a spread of stones within 
which a small rectangular structure could be identified, 
measuring 5m by 7.50m and upstanding to a height 0.40m and 
Oriented NE-SW.  The structure attached on the southern side 
could not be clearly defined due to the rubble spread.  

15 Achachorck Field bank NG 486 
459 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low During the GPS survey, a stone and turf field bank in poor to 
moderate condition was noted to the north of the study 
corridor.  The field bank extended from the complex of banks 
that form site 3 in a north-easterly direction towards the A855. 
Due to slumping the width of the bank varies from 1.50m to 
2.50m, and has a maximum height of 0.80m. 

25 Achachorck Field bank NG 4812 
4601 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low During the GPS survey the disturbed remains of a possible 
field bank was noted.  The bank was located 3.0m - 4.0m from 
the pipe trench.  This feature was in poor condition and not 
easy to trace.  The bank extends from the eastern end of site 6 
in a north easterly direction and measured 0.50m - 0.60m in 
width and a maximum height of 0.30m. 

29 Achachorck Field bank NG 480 
461 
 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low During the watching brief, a stone and turf field bank in poor 
condition was notes.  This feature was in poor condition and 
not easy to trace.  The bank runs along the eastern side of and 
parallel to the Lon Achadh a’ Choirce burn in a northeast – 
southwesterly direction.  The bank measured 1.30m in width 
with a maximum height of 0.80m. 

30 Achachorck Structure NG 476 
461 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low During the watching brief, the poorly preserved remains of a 
structure was located at the immediately adjacent to a recent 
development at it north-east corner.  The structure is 
orientated northeast-southwest and measured 8.0m in length, 
4.50m in width and 0.30m in height, with walls 0.60m thick.  
The structure appeared to have an entrance on the south 
facing side. 

31 Achachorck Structure NG 475 
461 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low During the watching brief, the poorly preserved remains of a 
structure were noted.  The structure is orientated northwest-
southeast and measured 6.0m in length, 3.0m in with and 
0.30m high, with a wall thickness of 0.70m.  The structure 
appeared to have an entrance at the western end.  
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No.  Site Name Site Type NGR NMRS /SMR 

No. Source Designation Sensitivity Description 

32 Achachorck Structure NG 476 
462 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low During the watching brief, the poorly preserved remains of a 
structure were noted.  The structure is orientated northeast – 
southwest and measured 10.0m in length, 5.50m in width and 
0.50m high, with a wall thickness of 0.70m.  The entrance to 
the structure appeared to be on the south - east facing side.  

33 Achachorck Structure NG 475 
462 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low During the watching brief, the poorly preserved remains of a 
small drystone structure was noted to the northwest of site 32.  
This structure was partially cut into the side of a slight slope 
and was orientated northeast – southwest.  The structure 
measured 5.0m in length, 3.0m in width, and a maximum 
height of 0.80m, with the walls 0.60m this (2 courses).  The 
entrance appeared to be on the south western facing side.  

34 Achachorck Structure NG 476 
462 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low During the watching brief, the poorly preserved remains of a 
structure was noted to the immediate northeast of site 32.  The 
structure is orientated northeast – southwest and measured 
13.0m in length, 6.0m in width and 0.80m high with a wall 
thickness of 0.70m.  The entrance appeared to be on the south 
eastern facing side.  

35 Achachorck Field bank NG 4762 
4622 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low During the watching brief, the remains of a stone and turf field 
bank were noted in poor condition.  The bank is orientated 
northeast - southwest and measured 75.0m in length, 0.50m 
wide with a maximum height of 0.35m. 

36 Achachorck Structure NG 476 
462 

 Watching 
brief 

None Low During the watching brief, the possible remains of a poorly 
preserved stone constructed sheiling were noted to the 
southeast of site 35.  The structure is orientated northwest – 
southeast and measured 6.0m in length, 4.0m in width, 
standing to a max height of 0.50m.   
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Appendix B Photographic Plates 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 1: Site 12 (rig and furrow) with Dun Gerashader (site 1) in the 
 Background: from North West.  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 2:  Remains of site 14: from south west. 
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Plate 3: Remains of the structure at site 34: from south west. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 4: At 18m, general shot of topsoil strip of trench; from NE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com


 

  18 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Plate 5: Section through field bank, site 3, from SW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Plate 6: Section through field bank, site 6, from SW 
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Appendix C Photographic Register 

Watching Brief Photographs 
Photo No. Description Direction from 
1 Pipe trench SE 
2 At 18m NE 
3 CH 2100 SW 
4 SOP 16 SW 
5 SOP 16 SW 
6 CH 2050 SW 
7 CH 2000 SW 
8 CH 1950 SW 
9 CH 1900 SW 
10 CH 1850 SW 
11 CH 1800 SW 
12 CH 1700 S 
13 Context 017 & 018 SW 
14 Context 019 & 020 SW 
15 CH 1650 SW 
16 CH 1600 SW 
17 CH 1550 SW 
18 CH 1500 SW 
19 CH 1400  
20 Context 022 & 023 stone and turf bank SW 
21 CH 1450  
22 CH 1350 SW 
23 Context 024 & 025 turf and stone bank SW 
24 CH 1300 SW 
25 CH 1250 SW 
26 Context 026 NE 
27 CH 1200 SW 
28 CH 1150 SW 
29 CH 950 SW 
30 CH 900 SW 
31 CH 850 SE 
32 CH 800 S 
33 Site 10 SE 
34 CH 750 NW 
35 CH 700 S 
36 CH 650 S 
37 CH 600 S 
38 Context 031 & 032 stone and turf bank NE 
39 Context 031 & 032 stone and turf bank SW 
40 CH 550  
41 CH 500 NE 
42 CH 450 SW 
43 CH 400 SW 
44 CH 350 SW 
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45 CH 300 SW 
46 CH 250 SW 
47 CH 200 SE 
48 CH 150 SW 
49 SOP – delete photo  
50 CH 100 SW 
51 CH 50 SW 
52 CH 0 SW 
53 CH 1100 NE 
54 CH 1050 NE 

  

Survey Photographs 
Photo No. Description Direction from 
1 Site 12 – rig and furrow South 
2 Site 12 – rig and furrow North west 
3 Site 12 – rig and furrow North 
4 Site 12 – rig and furrow North 
5 Site 7 – field bank North east 
6 Site 14 - Structure North east 
7 Site 14 - Structure North 
8 Site 14 - Structure South west 
9 Site 15 – Field bank East 
10 Site 13 – Field bank  South west 
11 Site 13 – Field bank South west 
12 Site 3 – Field bank West 
13 Site 8 - Structure North 
14 Site 3 – Field bank North 
15 Site 3 – Field bank West 
16 Site 3 – Field bank West 
17 Site 3 – Field bank North 
18 General view – area around site 6 North east 
19 Site 6 – Field bank East 
20 Site 6 – Field bank East 
21 Site 6 – Field bank East 
22 General view towards site 25 North east 
23 Site 25 – Field bank North west 
24 Site 10 – Field bank South 
25 Site 10 – Field bank North west 
26 Site 10 – Field bank North 
27 Site 36 - Structure North 
28 Site 30 - Structure North 
29 Site 31 - Structure North west 
30 Site 32 - Structure North east 
31 Site 33 - Structure South east 
32 Site 33 - Structure East 
33 Site 34 - Structure South west 
34 Site 35 – Field bank South west 
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Appendix D  Drawing Register 

 Drawing Register 
Drw. No. Description Type Scale Direction (facing) 
1 Site 13 – Field bank  Section 1:20 South west  
2 Site 3 – Field bank  Section 1:20 South west  
3 Site 3 – Field bank Section 1:20 South west  
4 Site 6 – Field bank  Section 1:20 South west  
5 Site 6 – Field bank Section 1:20 North west  
6 Site 10 - Field bank Section 1:20 South east  
7 Site 10 – Field bank Section 1:20 North west  
8 Site 10 - Structure Section 1:20 South west  
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Appendix E DES Entry 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Highland Council 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  Storr Forest Water Main Renewal; Archaeological 
Watching Brief 

PROJECT CODE: B0570000/034350 

PARISH:  Portree 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Claire Shaw 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  Jacobs Engineering UK  

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Archaeological Watching Brief 

NMRS NO(S):  N/A 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  N/A 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  N/A 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) NG 4701 4632 – NG 4891 4540 

START DATE (this season) June 2009 

END DATE (this season) August 2008 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.) Storr Forest Water Treatment Works Pipeline Renewal 
Archaeological Watching Brief.  

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION:  
(May include information from 
other fields) 

 

Jacobs Engineering UK was commissioned by 
Scottish Water Solutions to carry out a watching brief 
to examine the cultural heritage resource that may 
potentially be affected by the renewal of a water 
mains supply within the township of Achachork, 
located to the north of Portree on the Isle of Skye. 
The pipeline extends from (NGR: NG 4701 4632 to 
NGR: NG 4891 4540), a distance of about 2km. 
During the GPS survey previously unknown 
archaeological features were discovered. No new 
features of archaeological significance were 
discovered during the topsoil strip of the pipe trench. 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  None 

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: N/A 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY:  Scottish Water Solutions 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR:  

Jacobs UK ,  
95 Bothwell Street  
Glasgow  
G2 7HX 

EMAIL ADDRESS: Claire.Shaw@jacobs.com 

ARCHIVE LOCATION  NMRS 
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