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Non-Technical Summary 
 

Stuart Farrell was commissioned by Ritchie Forestry on behalf of Dell Estate in 
September 2009 to undertake an archaeological desktop and walkover survey for an 
area of proposed woodland at Ardochy, Whitebridge, Inverness-shire, Highland. 
 
Work revealed a number of previously unrecorded archaeological sites to include a 
farmstead, field boundaries and a pen. 
 
A number of recommendations have been made to these sites in relation to the 
proposed scheme. 
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1. Introduction  
 
This report is for an archaeological desktop and walkover survey conducted for Ritchie 
Forestry on behalf of the Dell Estate for an area of proposed woodland at Ardochy, 
Whitebridge, Inverness-shire, Highland.  
 
The fieldwork was conducted on the 25th and 26th of September 2009, and a follow-
up visit on the 18th of March 2010. 
 
 
 
2. Acknowledgements  
 
I would like to thank the following for their help during the work:  
- Mr. Adam Ritchie of Ritchie Forestry;  
- Staff of the Highland Council Archaeology Unit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stuart Farrell 
39a Park Street 
Nairn 
Highland 
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Figure 1 – Site Location 1:25,000. 
© Ordnance Survey. Licence No. 100041016.  
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Figure 2 –Site Plan 
© Ritchie Forestry. 
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Figure 3 – 1st Edition ordnance Survey Map of 1872. 
© Ordnance Survey. Licence number 100041016 
(Central Area) 
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Figure 4 – Location of Archaeological Sites 1:20,000 
© Ritchie Forestry. 
(Green lines – field walls) 
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Figure 5 –Location of OS Sites 1:10,000. 
© Ordnance Survey. Licence No. 100041016.  
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Figure 6 –Aerial Photograph of 1949. (RAF/541a/483) 
© RCAHMS.  
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3. Objectives 
 
To conduct a desktop and walkover survey to record those archaeological sites to 
the block of proposed woodland. This survey to follow those guidelines as proposed 
by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA, 1999); and those of the Forestry 
Commission (FC, 1995). 
 
 
 
4. Archaeological Survey 
 
Desktop & Walkover Results  
A desktop survey was conducted using the following sources:  
- Highland Council Records;  
- National Monuments Record of Scotland, Edinburgh;  
- National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh (Maps);  
- Local archives. 
 
Map coverage was limited to the area of interest, as the 1st edition OS of 1872 was 
almost the same as the 2nd edition of circa1900 and little survey work has been 
carried out in detail in the 20th century, with the next edition being 1971. Early 
historical maps of the area do not provide enough detail for the area of proposed 
woodland. 
 
No archaeological survey work has previously been conducted to the area of 
proposed woodland.  
 
 
The following archaeological sites were to be found in or close to the proposed 
woodland block. Grid references on-site were obtained using a Garmin II GPS using 
OS data. Sites are as follows:  
 
HER – Highland Council Historic Environment Record  
NMRS - National Monuments Record of Scotland  
N/a – not available 
 
Recommendations are given after each site. 
 
 
1 – Killiechoilum 
HER – MHG 2644, 40703 
NMRS – NH41SE 18 
Grid Ref: NH 4822/1354 
Type – Chapel, Cemetery 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘North of the farmhouse at Killiechoilum (Cill a' Chuingleum, 
"Church of the Gorge-leap" (W J Watson 1926)) is a knoll at NH 4800 1330, flanked by rig-
and-furrow cultivation. Local tradition associates it with the site of a chapel. Ground inspection 
shows no trace of any structure having been here. Further to the north, however, at NH 4822 
1354, is a lone footing conceivably the remains of a chapel. It measures 4.6 by 2.8m 
approximately within a turf-covered wall 0.3m high at best and spread to a maximum 1.2m 
broad. Visited by OS 21 February 1979.  
NH 4825 1354. Supposed remains of graveyard. A grass-covered enclosure 0.5m high. No 
traces of gravestones. Visited by OS 18 July 1964.’ 
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Not marked on OS maps. Nothing visible on aerial photograph of 1948 (4136) or 1949 (4258).  
 
Walkover reveals rectangular building at NH 48224/13542 at 740ft. Aligned NE-SW with 
doorway to SW situated on a NW facing slope. Building is 6.3m by 4m with walls spread to 
1m and 0.25m high. Sits to NE of burn. No sign of any associated features. Not very 
convincing as a chapel site, look more like a house site. As place name suggests closer to 
Farm. 
 
Recommend that site be excluded from proposed scheme and to be given 40m wide 
exclusion area. Larger area should be applied due to local traditions. 
 
 
2 – Killiechoilum 
HER – MHG 23353, 45850 
NMRS – NH41SE 26 
Grid Ref: NH 4802/1336 
Type – Building, Pen 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘A single unroofed building is depicted on the 1st edition of the 
OS 6-inch map (Inverness-shire 1874, sheet lxix). A sheep pen is shown on the current 
edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1971). Information from RCAHMS 4 June 1996.’ 
 
Marked on 2nd edition OS of c1900 as single unroofed building. Visible on aerial photograph 
of 1948 (4136) as an L-shaped structure of 5 compartments; Only 2 compartments visible by 
1949 (4258). Marked on OS of 1917 as ‘sheep pen’ and ‘sheep dip’. 
 
Walkover reveals sheep pens of wood and corrugated-iron sheeting; remains of stone 
building visible on N side of pens, within complex. 
 
Recommend that site be excluded from proposed scheme and to be given 20m wide 
exclusion area. 
 
 
3 – Knockchoilum 
HER – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NH 4955/1298 
Type – Farmstead 
 
Two unroofed buildings marked on latest OS map; One aligned NE-SW, the other of 2 
compartments aligned N-S. Not marked on 1st edition OS of 1872. 
 
Not marked on 2nd edition OS of c1900, though marked on OS map of 1971 as unroofed. 
Visible on aerial photograph of 1948 (4132) as unroofed, but with no sign of any associated 
features. 
 
Walkover reveals site covered in bracken. One building revealed at NH 49654/12979 at 
1123ft aligned E-W with walls 0.2m high and 0.8m wide. 2nd building at NH 49566/12987 
aligned E-W 6m by 3m with walls 0.6m wide and up to 0.2m high. Both sit on a flatish plateau 
at the base of a slope with a commanding view towards Loch Killin to the SE. 
 
Recommend that site be excluded from proposed scheme and to be given 20m wide 
exclusion area. 
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4 – Ardochy 
HER – MHG 246 
NMRS – NH41SE 10 
Grid Ref: NH 4785/1241 
Type – Hut Circle 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘A severely mutilated hut circle about 11.0m in diameter between 
the centre of a wall on indeterminate width. No entrance is evident. Visited by OS 9 
November 1973. No change to previous field report. Visited by OS 14 February 1979.’ 
 
Not marked on OS maps, except latest edition. Not visible on aerial photograph of 1948 
(3136) but possibly part visible on aerial photograph of 1949 (4258). 
 
Walkover reveals hut circle at NH 47856/12397 at 899ft. Not very convincing, more a 
platform. Overlain by an old deer-fence on its N side. 10m in diameter with only a slight rise 
and fall in grass with banks no higher than 0.2m. No evidence of any associated field system. 
 
Recommend that site be excluded from proposed scheme and to be given 20m wide 
exclusion area. 
 
 
5 – Ardochy 
HER – MHG 2749 
NMRS – NH41SE 9 
Grid Ref: NH 4771/1225 
Type – Hut Circle 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘An ill-defined circular hut platform about 10.5m in diameter. In 
the vicinity are a few probably contemporary stone clearance heaps. Extent of clearance 
indicated on 6" sheet. Visited by OS 9 November 1973. No change to previous field report. 
Visited by OS (J B) 14 February 1979.’ 
 
Not marked on early OS maps, except latest edition. Not visible on aerial photograph of 1948 
(3136) possibly visible on 1949 (4258) (see figure 6). 
 
Walkover in September 2009 reveals no trace of hut circle at this grid-reference, only an area 
of heather. No evidence for clearance cairns in vicinity, a few small mounds but no stone 
located. Nothing in area that look likes a hut-circle, no stone or banks. A subsequent walkover 
in March 2010, again revealed no archaeological features at this location. 
 
Though no archaeological remains were found, it would be advisable for area to be left as 
open ground. 
 
 
6 – Meall an Tarsaid 
HER – MHG 2751 
NMRS – NH41SE 7 
Grid Ref: NH 484/127 (centred) 
Type – Field System 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘Centred at NH 484 127 is a field system marked by stone 
clearance heaps and a few lynchets. The area was under bracken at the time of investigation 
and details of fields could not be ascertained, nor were any hut circles evident. Visited by OS 
21 September 1973.  
The minor field system noted by the previous field investigator covers approximately five 
hectares. Two small concentrations of clearance heaps occur, at the N and S ends of the 
system. Here the heaps are 15m to 30m apart, elsewhere they are widely scattered.  
No field plots are visible. Visited by OS 14 February 1979.’ 



 13

Not marked on OS maps. What may be a few mounds are visible on aerial photograph of 
1949 (4129), does not look as extensive as depicted on map. Covered in bracken on OS 
flights of 1964 & 1965. 
 
Walkover in September 2009 reveals area covered in bracken, no plots visible, and not the 
concentration of clearance cairns as noted by the OS. Site lies on a slight W-facing slope. 
Grass visible under bracken until NH 48112/12708 then becomes dense heather. 
CC at NH 48386/12656 – spread down slope c2m in diameter 
CC at NH 48434/12607 – 1m in diameter. 
 
Walkover in March 2010 reveals a number of additional clearance cairns, and one possible 
cultivation plot, though site is not as extensive as depicted by OS on Figure 5. The area to the 
N is a natural ‘bowl’ shaped feature with no clearance cairns or field system evident, only an 
area of grazing. One possible field plot roughly centred at NH 4845/1273 is 25m NS by 40m 
EW with 3 or 4 stones to the NW which may be remnants of bank, open to NE, natural ridge 
to S. Area to the S, no sign of any other plots. As noted by OS no sign of any hut circles. 
 
Features found as follows: 
CC at NH 48453/12733 3m in diameter and 0.5m high in area of possible field plot. 
CC at NH 48432/12686 2m in diameter and 0.5m high. 
CC at NH 48412/12674 3m in diameter and 0.5m high. 
CC at NH 48470/12653 2m in diameter and 0.5m high. 
Possible CC at NH 48417/12640 2m in diameter and 0.5m high. 
CC at NH 48442/12620 1m in diameter and 0.5m high. 
CC at NH 48340/12654 3m in diameter and 1m high. 
CC at NH 48394/12671 3m in diameter and 0.5m high. 
 

 
 
Recommend that site be excluded from proposed scheme and to be given 20m wide 
exclusion area. Area is currently proposed to be left open for grouse (A. Ritchie pers comm.) 
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7 – Beinn Mheadholn 
HER – MHG 23352 
NMRS – NH41SE 31 
Grid Ref: NH 4817/1159 
Type – Enclosure 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘An enclosure is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map 
(Inverness-shire 1874, sheet lxix) and on the current edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1971). 
Information from RCAHMS 4 June 1996.’ 
 
Marked on 2nd edition OS of c1900 and latest OS. Visible on aerial photograph of 1948 (3136) 
and 1949 (4258). 
 
Walkover reveals enclosure utilizing N facing rock-face and natural slope on SW side of field 
wall. The enclosure walls are 0.6m wide and up to 0.5m high. It measures 35m by 30m. The 
field walls are 1.2m wide. 
 
Recommend that site be excluded from proposed scheme and to be given 20m wide 
exclusion area. Field walls should also be excluded. 
 
 
8 – Glen Brein 
HER – MHG 2750 
NMRS – NH41SE 8 
Grid Ref: NH 4800/1120 
Type – Cairnfield, Rig & Furrow 
 
Noted in HER and NMRS of ‘Several stone clearance heaps, some undoubtedly of early date 
and one or two possibly more recent and contemporary with rig and furrow cultivation that 
partly occupies the area. Visited by OS 21 September 1973. No change to previous field 
report. Visited by OS 14 February 1979.’ 
 
Not marked on OS maps. Aerial photograph of 1948 (3136) shows a few possible mounds to 
the E of an area of improved ground, though nothing well defined. 
 
Walkover in September 2009 reveals field wall forming S boundary 1.2m wide and 0.3m high 
but not much else, area now covered in dense heather with few or little areas of grass visible. 
No evidence of clearance heaps or rig & furrow as noted by OS to either side of modern track. 
The ground to the E side of the track has more grass but again no evidence of a field system. 
 
Walkover in March 2010 reveals a single CC at NH 48061/11229 4m in diameter and 0.65m 
high under bracken, but does not look much like being archaeological. No sign of cultivation 
plots only what may be grazing (see plate 14), with again no sign of the rig and furrow as 
noted by the OS. The boundary marked by the OS (see figure 5) is a natural gully to the N 
and slope of ground to the W. Area to W under heather with nothing visible. 
 
Though little or no archaeological remains were found, it would be advisable for area to be left 
as open ground. 
 
 
9 – Ardochy 
HER – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NH 4800/1299 
Type – Sluice, Pond, Lade 
 
Marked on 1st and 2nd edition OS maps but not marked on OS map of 1971. Pond visible on 
aerial photograph of 1949 (4258) with possible stretch of lade to N, the rest looks to be 
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infilled, only visible as a faint line but lost to area to rear of Killiechoilum Farm due to 
vegetation. 
 
Walkover reveals sluice at NH 47997/13003 of large stones over burn with both wet areas to 
the front and rear. The pond to the S has man-made banks and uses natural ground. Sluice is 
1.4m by 3.2m with lade to S 6m in length. 
 
Recommend that site be excluded from proposed scheme and to be given 20m wide 
exclusion area. 
 
Below – Plan of sluice & pond (Not to scale) 
 

 
 
10 – Ardochy 
HER – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NH 4908/1326 
Type – Cairn 
 
Marked on latest OS map but not marked on earlier editions. 
 
Walkover reveals cairn to be modern in date non-archaeological. 
 
Recommend that site be excluded from proposed scheme and to be given 20m wide 
exclusion area. 
 
 
 
11 – Ardochy 
HER – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NH 48311/13760 
Type – Quarry Scoop 
 
Walkover reveals quarry scoop close to existing road at 717ft. U-shaped 7m by 7m with bank 
up to 1.5m high. 
 
Recommend that site be excluded from proposed scheme and to be given 20m wide 
exclusion area. 
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12 – Ardochy 
HER – N/a 
NMRS – N/a 
Grid Ref: NH 48138/11802 
Type – Pen 
 
Walkover reveals small pen on W side of field wall, 2m by 3m with walls spread to 1m and up 
to 0.3m high. Field wall spread to 1.2m A9aligned same as OS map). 
 
Recommend that site be excluded from proposed scheme and to be given 20m wide 
exclusion area. Field wall if possible should also be excluded fro scheme. 
 
 
 
5. Conclusions 
 
The sites revealed relate mostly to a former farming landscape, of a varied date 
possibly post-medieval in date. That some sites were not found shows how much 
ground has been ‘reclaimed’ by heather in the last 30-40 years due to the lack of 
grazing, also that the sites noted by the Ordnance Survey were very limited and 
fragmentary. 
 
Any unexpected archaeological discoveries made during forestry operations should 
be notified to the Highland Council Archaeology Unit.  
 
 
 
6. Archive 
A copy of this report is to be deposited in the National Monuments Record of 
Scotland in Edinburgh and with the Highland Council Archaeology Service. 
 
 
 
7. Discovery & Excavation in Scotland 
A short summary of the results of this project will be submitted to the Council for 
Scottish Archaeology’s publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland. 
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Plate 1 – View of ‘Chapel’ (site 1) facing S – scales 1m. September 2009. 
Plate 2 – View of sheepfold (site 2) facing NW. September 2009. 
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Plate 3 – View of sheepfold (site 2) facing SE. September 2009. 
Plate 4 – View of hut-circle (site 4) facing N – scales 1m. September 2009. 
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Plate 5 – View of N end of field system (site 6) facing NE. March 2010. 
Plate 6 – View of possible field plot (site 6) facing E – scale 2m. March 2010. 
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Plate 7 – View of Enclosure (site 7) facing SW. September 2009. 
Plate 8 – View of fieldwall (site 8) facing NE – scales 1m. September 2009. 
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Plate 9 – View of sluice (site 9) facing NE – scales 1m. September 2009. 
Plate 10 – View of pond (site 92) facing S. September 2009. 
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Plate 11 – View of Quarry Scoop (site 11) facing S – scales 1m. September 2009. 
Plate 12 – View of pen (site 12) facing S – scales 1m. September 2009. 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 24

Plate 13 – View of field system (site 6) facing N. March 2010. 
Plate 14 – View of area of grazing (site 8) facing E. March 2010. 
 

 
 
 

 


