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1.

Summary

A report documenting the actions taken to record and reinstate the damage caused to
7 archaeological sites during mounding operations at Barabhaig in Sleat on the Isle
of Skye. Tilhill Forestry Ltd are the Agents acting on behalf of Sir Iain Noble owner of
Fearann Eilean Iarmain based in Sleat on the Isle of Skye.

2.

Introduction

The sequence of events at Barabhaig is complicated. An initial archaeological survey
was carried out, by Wordsworth Archaeological Services, in November 2000.*
(Archaeological sites 1 – 19 on map 2). This survey report stated that the bracken
infested areas be should surveyed at a later date. The bracken infested areas were
surveyed by Archaeological and Ancient Landscape Survey in February 2002.**
(Sites A – Q on Map 2) Fencing, mounding and planting operations began in the
summer of 2001 and were largely completed before the February 2002 survey and
therefor before sites A and C – Q (on map 2) were recorded. Site B is a Scheduled
Ancient Monument – An Iron Age fort known locally as Knock Dun. (See Appendix
3)
During mounding and planting operations, in the summer of 2001, mounds were
created within the scheduled area around Site B. Mounds were also dug within the
recommended buffer zones of Sites 2, 4, B, K, N and O. In mitigation sites K, N and
O, although very visible on the ground, were not yet recorded and did not therefor
exist in the archaeological record. Site O however had been noticed and marked.
A short length of turf boundary dyke was also damaged during mounding and
planting operations, contrary to recommended practices. (See Map 2 for location)
*

Wordsworth Archaeological Services, BARABHAIG WGS, Isle of Skye. A
Rapid Archaeological Survey. Nov. 2000.

**

Archaeological and Ancient Landscape Survey, BARABHAIG WGS, Rapid
Walkover Surveys of Bracken Infested Areas and an Extension to the Planting
Scheme. Feb. 2002

3.

Works carried out : An introduction
The recording and reinstatement works were carried out in the week 23rd to
27th of April during a spell of indifferent weather consisting mainly of heavy
showers and occasional sunny spells.
Recording and reinstatement works included:Photographic recording of each site - both before and after reinstatement.
Examination of excavated scoops and mounds for archaeological deposits.
Recording of exposed sections. (Site O)
Removal of planted trees.
Reinstatement of mounds to related scoops.
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3.1

Works carried out: Results

3.1.1

Site 2.

(Wordsworth Archaeological Services Survey, Nov. 2000)

The foundations of a Black-house and byre @ NG 6857 1075
See Map 2 and Fig. 2
327 scoops and associated mounds had been created within the agreed 20-metre
buffer zone. These scoops and mounds approached to within 2 metres of the walls
of the house and byre. All the mounds had been planted with trees.
Action taken
The site was photographed and all scoops examined for signs of cultural deposits and
related artefacts. It was noted that the hand dug mounding (10%) had not reached the
bottom of the topsoil and had not therefor breached archaeological deposits. The
mechanically dug scoops however had penetrated well into the sub-soil, and
occasionally had reached a depth of 400mm. No cultural deposits or artefacts were
recorded.
The trees were pulled out and all 327 mounds placed back in their related scoops and
well trodden down.
The site was then photographed to complete the record.

3.1.2

Site 4

(Wordsworth Archaeological Services Survey, Nov. 2000

The upstanding remains of a stone-built black house @ NG 6898 1096
See Map 2 and Fig. 2
286 scoops and associated mounds had been created within the agreed 20-metre
buffer zone. Scoops and mounds approached to within 2 metres of the house walls.
All the mounds had been planted with trees.
Action taken.
The site was photographed and all scoops examined for signs of cultural deposits and
related artefacts. Hand dug mounding (10%) had again not penetrated through the
topsoil. The mechanically dug scoops however had penetrated well into the sub-soil
reaching a maximum depth of 410mm. No cultural deposits or artefacts were
recorded.
The trees were then pulled out and all 286 mounds placed back in their related scoops
and well trodden down.
The site was then photographed to complete the record.
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3.1.3

Site B

(Archaeological and Ancient Landscape Survey. Feb. 2002.

The remains of an Iron Age defensive enclosure known as Knock Dun. The
site is a Scheduled Ancient Monument.
See Map 2, Fig 1 and Appendix 3.
24 scoops and associated mounds lay within the scheduled area. A further 217
mounds had been dug within the agreed 20 metre buffer zone outwith the
scheduled area.
At the time of the remedial works all the mounds lying within the buffer zone
had already been replaced. It was not therefor possible to examine the
disturbed ground for cultural deposits or artefacts.
Action taken
The site and its buffer zones were photographed.
A measured sketch survey was made of the site, the scheduled area and the
related buffer zone. (Fig.1)
The 24 mounds and scoops lying within the scheduled area, all of which were
hand dug, were examined for cultural deposits and related artefacts. It was
again noted that the hand-dug scoops had not penetrated through the topsoil.
No cultural deposits or artefacts were recorded.
The 24 mounds were placed back in their scoops and well trodden down.

3.1.4

Site K

(Archaeological and Ancient Landscape Survey. Feb. 2002)

The foundations of a stone built long-house and a related enclosure @ NG
6949 1011.
See Map 2 and Fig 2
56 scoops, and related mounds, had been dug within 20 metres of the remains of the
house. All the mounds had been planted with trees.
Action taken
The site was photographed and the 56 mounds and related scoops lying within 20
metres of the remains of the house were examined for archaeological remains. All the
scoops had been mechanically dug and penetrated to a maximum depth of 365mm,
cutting well into the sub-soil. No cultural deposits or related artefacts were recorded.
The trees were then pulled out and all 56 mounds placed back in their related scoops
and well trodden down.
The site was then photographed to complete the record.

7

3.1.5

Site N

(Archaeological and Ancient Landscape Survey. Feb. 2002)

A well preserved twin-celled shieling @ NG 6845 1069
See map 2 and Figs 2 and 3
224 scoops and related mounds had been created within 20 metres of the remains of
the shieling. 2 of the scoops lay within the shieling - one within each cell. All the
mounds had been planted with trees.
Action taken
The site was photographed and all scoops and related mounds examined for cultural
deposits and related artefacts. All the scoops lying immediately around and to the
north and north-west of the site (40%) were hand dug and had not penetrated beyond
the topsoil. The remaining scoops had been mechanically dug and had penetrated well
into the sub-soil, in one instance reaching a depth of 380mm. No cultural deposits or
related artefacts were recorded.
A measured sketch survey of the shieling was made at a scale of 1:100 and the
position of all scoops lying within 2 metres of the site was recorded
The trees were then pulled out and all 224 mounds placed back in their related scoops
and well trodden down.
The site was then photographed to complete the record.

3.1.6

Site O

(Archaeological and Ancient Landscape Survey. Feb. 2002)

The well preserved remains of a single cell shieling @ NG 6856 1062
See Map 2 and Figs.2 and 4
161 scoops and related mounds had been created within 20 metres of the site. All the
scoops had been mechanically excavated. One of the scoops has cut a partial section
through the south-west side of the site. All the mounds had been planted with trees.
Action taken
The site was photographed and all scoops and mounds examined for cultural deposits
and related artefacts. Many of the scoops had been dug into the sub-soil, to a
maximum depth of 375mm. A heat shattered pebble was recovered from a scoop 3.50
metres to the south-east of the shieling. No other artefacts or cultural deposits were
recorded. The pebble fragment was left on site in the scoop in which it was found.
The exposed section, on the south-west side, was drawn at a scale of 1:50 and the
shieling was planned at a scale of 1:100.
All 161 mounds were then placed back in their related scoops and well trodden down.
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3.1.7

The turf dyke

(Archaeological and Ancient Landscape Survey. Feb. 02)

A well-preserved length of turf boundary dyke, @ NG 6915 1000, lying on a
north-east to south-west alignment. A particularly well-preserved entrance
survives in the centre of the damaged section. About 15 metres to the northeast of the entrance a section of the dyke has been bulldozed flat to allow
access to a small planting area on the north-west side of the dyke.
See Map 2 and Fig.2
59 scoops and mounds have been created within the agreed 5 metre buffer zone. All
the scoops have been created mechanically and in a number of instances the plough
had been set down on the dyke, tearing a large chunk out of the dykes upper structure.
All the mounds had been planted with trees.
Action taken
The general site and the bulldozed section were photographed. The trees were then
pulled out and the mounds placed back in the scoops and well trodden down.
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4.

Conclusions

A number of conclusions can be drawn from this experience:4.1

Only an archaeologist can ‘see’ an archaeological site.

4.2

The location of sites 2, 4, B, and O was known prior to the start of mounding
operations and all four sites had been marked with canes. This did not prevent
the contractor mounding the sites.

4.3

The existence and location of sites K and N, both very obvious features, had
not been recorded prior to the start of mounding operations and therefor they
did not exist in the minds of the contractors.

4.4

All the boundary dykes recorded in Wordsworth Archaeological Services
survey had been marked with canes. All marked boundaries were respected.

4.5

There were as many unrecorded boundary dykes within the project boundary
as recorded examples. The damaged boundary @ NG 6915 1000 was an
unrecorded example. This dyke stands 2 metres high on the down slope side –
the side which has been planted up to and in some cases on top of. It must
have taken considerable effort to position the plough on top of the dyke.

4.6

In this instance even the recorded and marked sites, scheduled or not, were
mounded and planted if they lay within a zone designated for planting. The
recorded and marked sites that escaped planting did so because they lay
outwith planting zones or were difficult to access.

4.7

Responsibility for this unfortunate incident does not lie with any one body or
individual. All involved parties are, to a greater or lesser degree, involved.

5.

Recommendations

5.1

The marking of buffer zones, around archaeological sites, with canes and
barrier tape should be carried out by the contracted archaeologist as part of the
initial survey of the WGS proposal.

5.2

If landscape boundaries are to be included in surveys of WGS proposals they
either;A. All have to be surveyed and marked on the ground.
or
B. None of them should be surveyed and a blanket statement imposed instead.
The blanket statement could read:‘Leave all boundaries (Walls, dykes, banks, ditches etc) unplanted with a
minimum 5 metre buffer zone to each side’.

5.3

WGS proposals should be monitored on a project random basis.
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6.

Index and Location of records.

All records and field notes relating to this project are held in the archive of: Martin Wildgoose, Tigh an Dun, Dunan, Broadford, Isle of Skye IV49 9AJ
Tel. 01471 822 562

e-mail jwildgoose@aol.com

Retained records include:Sketch survey of Dun Knock.
Sketch surveys of Sites 2, 4, K, N, and O
Plan of Site N at 1:100
Plan of Site O at 1:100
Copies of all relevant NMRS and HSMR record cards.
Copy of Wordsworth Archaeological Services survey Nov. 2000.
Copy of Archaeological and Ancient Landscapes survey Feb. 2002.
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Appendix 1
List of colour slides
(Highland Archaeology Unit and Historic Scotland copies only)

1.

Site 2 from the NW, before reinstatement.

2.

Site 2 from the NW, after reinstatement.

3.

Site 4 from the NW, before reinstatement.

4.

Site 4 from the NW, after reinstatement.

5.

Site B (Knock Dun) From the NE showing nearest (8m) mound to dun wall.

6.

Site B (Knock Dun) Detail of the mounds at NE end of scheduled area.

7.

Site B (Knock Dun) Reinstated mounds at NE side of buffer zone.

8.

Site B (Knock Dun) Reinstated mounds at E side of buffer zone.

9.

Site B (Knock Dun) Reinstated mounds at SE side of buffer zone.

10

Site B (Knock Dun) General view from the SE.

11

Site K from the NW before reinstatement.

12

Site N from the NW before reinstatement.

13

Site N from the NE before reinstatement.

14

Site N from the N before reinstatement.

15

Site N from the SW before reinstatement.

16

Site N from the NW after reinstatement.

17

Site O from the SE before reinstatement.

18

Site O from the SE before reinstatement.

19

Site O detail of damage to shieling wall.

20

Turf dyke from Site K showing position of mounding over-running dyke.

21

Turf dyke form NE – close-up of mounding over-running dyke.

22

Turf dyke – Detail of bulldozed section of dyke.

A number of slides were returned blank – Sites 4, K and O after reinstatement.
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Appendix 2
The Archaeological Brief
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Appendix 3
HSMR record sheet for Dun Knock
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