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Summary 
 
A desk based assessment was conducted to establish as far as possible the nature and extent of any 
archaeology likely to be affected by the construction of a new water main between Borve and 
Edinbane on the Isle of Skye.  A watching brief is also proposed for a section of the route 
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Location 
 
The new water main is intended to run from Borve at approximate Ordnance Survey Grid Reference 
NG 454 477 to Coishletter at approximately NG 335 511, with 5 spurs. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Figure 1  General Location 
 
Please see Appendix 2 for detailed plans showing the line of the route and the location of recorded 
archaeology. 
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Introduction 
 
A desk based assessment and walk-over survey was conducted in September 2007 to establish as far 
as possible the nature and extent of any archaeology likely to be affected by the construction of a new 
water main in the Edinbane area of Skye.  This report summarises the results. 
 

Aims and Objectives 
 
The overall aims of this assessment are to identify any recorded archaeological sites or features that 
might be affected by this work; propose mitigation or recording as appropriate to ensure that 
archaeological evidence is not unnecessarily damaged or destroyed; and to minimize any possible 
delay or costs to the development by anticipating any archaeological requirements as far as possible, 
timetabling and integrating archaeological recording work with the project, and dealing with any 
issues arising quickly and efficiently. 
 

Archaeological background and cultural significance 
 
Many archaeological sites and features have been recorded in the general area of this project.   The 
proposed water main will require open cutting of trenches or boring for new pipe.   For most of the 
way it runs along the public road, and is unlikely to affect undisturbed archaeology, but there are 
sections where it diverges through fields and there may be potential for buried archaeology to survive 
beneath the ploughsoil even if nothing is visible on the ground. 
 
The landscape is largely defined by crofting but contains relic evidence of former settlement and uses.  
Although many of the surviving remains are visible as little more than undulations in the ground they 
do have significance within the context of the history of the highlands and islands and should not be 
needlessly damaged. 
 

Method 
 

Desk based Assessment 
 
 
The route maps as supplied by the client were compared in detail with the archaeological records, 
maps and aerial photographs.  The offices of the Highland Council Historic Environment Record were 
visited on 12 October 2007, and checked for relevant archaeological reports and the post-Second 
World War RAF vertical aerial photographs taken in the late 1940s and early 1950s.   The different 
editions of the Ordnance Survey mapping were also checked.  The National Monuments Record for 
Scotland and the map collections of the National Library of Scotland were checked online1.  One 
extract from the first edition Ordnance Survey is reproduced below (Fig 2).   
 

                                                      
1 www.rcahms.gov.uk; www.nls.uk/collections/maps/index.html 
 
 
 

5 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/
http://www.nls.uk/collections/maps/index.html


Borve to Edinbane Water Main:  Archaeological Survey              September 2007                   

 
Figure 2  First Edition OS 1:10560 County Series Map 1881 (extract) 
Derived from digital mapping. Not to survey scale – National Grid superimposed at 1km intervals. 
 
 

Walk-over survey 
 

General Description 
 
The proposed water main follows the A850 Borve to Dunvegan road from the junction with the A856 
in the east to the west end of Coshletter to the west, with spurs as follows: 
 

 East to Borve service reservoir, crossing the in-bye land of Borve crofting township 
 North to Tote, crossing the in-bye land of Peinmore 
 South  through Glenbernisdale in-bye land 
 North through Park Bernisdale to the Aird 
 South along the Edinbane crofts public road to Edinbane service reservoir 

 
The A850 is an upgraded two lane road with gradients levelled by cuts into the hill and, where 
practical, wide verges. The original single track road survives, generally immediately to the north or 
east, from Borve to Fanks and at Blackhill. There has been considerable ‘ribbon development’ of new 
housing over the past few decades and, with the decline of traditional crofting, a marked regeneration 
of scrub and young trees forming a thick vegetation cover away from the road verge. Where the road 
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crosses high ground, between Breabost and Edinbane, the hill ground is poorly drained and colonised 
by under-grazed heather and coarse grasses. 
 
The crofting townships are varied, with Borve and Edinbane, for example, still showing evidence for 
mixed grazing and small patches of arable but other townships under-grazed with encroaching rushes 
or the neat landscaping associated with de-crofted housing development. More commercial farmland 
is evident at Treaslane and Lyndale. 
 
The variation in land use will be reflected to a certain extent in the degree of success in identification 
of archaeological features. Early modern landscapes were clearly visible in the grazed croft land but 
may have been entirely obscured by vegetation elsewhere.  

 

Detailed description of the route 
 
 

 Borve Service Reservoir to A850-A856 junction: From the service reservoir the route runs 
above the present croft buildings through a landscape divided by turf dykes into pre-crofting 
field enclosures of varying sizes. There are areas of rig cultivation and some isolated building 
footings, but the greater number of early modern buildings are clustered beside the two small 
streams flowing SW and adjacent to the present croft houses. West of the road through the 
township are scatterings of turf dykes, enclosures and building footings.  

 
 A850-A856 junction to Carbost:  The old road runs at least 10m north of the present road 

(Photo no. 13) across wet ground with no signs of previous cultivation. This ground is now 
partly fenced and planted with trees. It is assumed that the water main will run either along or 
adjacent to the old road.  

 
 Carbost crofts:  The proposed water main route crosses to the south of the road and runs 

within the croft fields. A number of ruined buildings are located south of the route but are 
unlikely to be affected. 

 
 Crepkill junction to Glen Bernisdale junction: The proposed water main route runs either 

within the modern road verge or along the old road. In this section there is very little open 
ground, with ground cover being either plantation or well-established natural regeneration. 

 
 Bernisdale crofts: Along the croft holdings the old road is located at least 20m from the 

modern road, and forms the access road for Bernisdale and the Aird. The east side of the old 
road is almost entirely built up with traditional croft houses and modern development, while 
the rough ground formerly outwith the crofts and now between the two road alignments 
contains two standing buildings, recorded on the 1st edition OS map as the smithy and post 
office. It is assumed that the water main route will be either in or immediately to the west of 
the old road. 

 
 Treaslane River to Clachamish: Between the modern road and Treaslane the land opens out 

into drystone dyke enclosed parkland, bordered by attractive natural mature woodland. Some 
features of early modern land use and settlement survive in this parkland. The existing water 
main runs through the fields adjacent to the road, and it is assumed that the new main will 
follow a similar route.  

 
 Clachamish to Lyndale lodge: The proposed water main follows the old road alignment as it 

passes Tayinloan lodge and Suladale crofts, then crosses improved fields for a short distance 
before rejoining the broad cut of the modern road alignment.  

7 



Borve to Edinbane Water Main:  Archaeological Survey              September 2007                   

 
 Lyndale Lodge to Fanks junction: Along this section the old road survives to the north of 

the modern road alignment. It is bounded to the north by drystone dykes and a strip of mature 
plantation associated with Lyndale House, which is replaced by a broad-based rubble 
boundary dyke as the road drops to the Fanks junction. 

 
 Fanks junction to Blackhill: Along this section the modern road is broad and straight with 

wide verges and it is assumed that the water main will run within this strip of archaeologically 
sterile ground. 

 
 Blackhill to Coishletter: The proposed water main follows the old road alignment, both sides 

of which are developed with a hotel, sports centre, hospital building, school and pottery.  
 
 Spur to Peinmore and Tote: The proposed water main route crosses croft fields, running 

south of the croft buildings  on the Peinmore to Tote road. To the north of this road is Clach 
Ard Pictish carved stone, a Scheduled Ancient Monument. This was erected in its present 
location in 1880, having been discovered built into the side of a building. There is no 
indication of where its original location may have been.   

 
 Spur South  through Glenbernisdale in-bye land: The water main passes through the croft 

fields east of  the majority of the croft buildings, which are set back from the road. Footings 
of abandoned buildings, enclosures and dykes are either on the same alignment or further 
west.   

 Spur North through Park Bernisdale to the Aird:  The water main route cuts behind the 
croft buildings of Bernisdale and skirts west of the unimproved Cnoc na Sgia 

 
 Spur South along the Edinbane crofts public road to Edinbane service reservoir: The 

water main here follows the road. Buildings, both traditional and modern, occupied and 
abandoned, are located on both sides of the road, giving no opportunity for the main to 
deviate from the road. At the south end, the route turns NE to pass between croft buildings to 
the service reservoir. 

 

Results 

Desk-based Assessment 
 
All available records were checked.  Old maps and the Statistical Accounts were checked online and 
the Highland Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) was visited.  The relevant post-war RAF aerial 
photographs could not be located at the Highland Council’s offices, and no previous fieldwork was 
recorded along the proposed line.  Sites are listed by their Highland SMR no, followed by the NMRS 
number in brackets.   
 
From east to west: 
 
NG44NE0001 (1) Clachan Erisko 
 
Three standing stones were described here by the Ordnance Survey in 1904.  They appear to have 
been part of a stone circle.  The new water main is unlikely to affect this site. 
 
NG44NE0025  (-) Nil Antiquity 
 
A watching brief conducted on the construction of a house at the beginning of 2001 produced a 
negative result. 
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NG44NW0030 (21)  Borve Crofting Township 
 
The township is shown on the 1st Edition OS 6 inch map (1881).  General location.  Individual 
features were checked during the walk-over survey. 
 
NG44NW0028 (18)  Carbost Crofting Township 
 
The township is shown on the 1st Edition OS 6 inch map (1881).  General location.  Individual 
features were checked during the walk-over survey. 
 
NG44NW0001 (1)  Clach Ard 
 
A class 1 (incised) Pictish symbol stone, with the crescent and V-rod, double disc and 2-rod and the 
mirror and comb symbols.  Found built into a door-jamb in Tote in 1880 and set up at this site.  Close 
to a gravel pit. 
 
NG44NW0045 (12)  Skeabost Lodge 
 
Built by Alexander Ross 1870-1. 
 
NG44NW0002 (2) Buaile Bhlair: Site of conflict between the Macleods and Macdonalds AD. 
1539. 
  
A large cairn of stones, said to have covered the slain, was recorded by the OS in 1877 as having 
‘until lately stood here, but was carted away to make room for the plough’.   See Survey site 12. 
 
NG44NW0017 (46,47)  Snizort Free Church 
 
19th c. Listed C(S) 
 
NG44NW0026 (16) Glen Bernisdale Crofting Township 
 
The township is shown on the 1st Edition OS 6 inch map (1881).  General location.  Individual 
features were checked during the walk-over survey. 
 
NG35SE0013 (13)  Possible Dun 
 
The RCAHMS noted in 1990, ‘To the east of the old road and on the crest of a hill is an outcrop of 
rock. At the southern end of this outcrop are the remains of fallen and robbed wall debris from a 
defensive circuit with an estimated width of some 3m. It encloses an area of just under 10m, without 
trace of an entrance’.  
 
NG45SW0050 (43) Park Bernisdale Crofting Township 
 
The township is shown on the 1st Edition OS 6 inch map (1881).  General location.  Individual 
features were checked during the walk-over survey. 
 
 
NG45SW0051 (44) Aird Crofting Township 
 
The township is shown on the 1st Edition OS 6 inch map (1881).  General location.  Individual 
features were checked during the walk-over survey. 
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NG35SE0017 (31)  Lyndale Lodge  (see survey site 17) 
 
c.1760, restored 1997. 
 
NG35SW0079 (-)  Buildings 
 
An old croft house and associated buildings were recorded here in 2002 when there were plans to alter 
and extend them. 
 
NG35SW0064 (62) Edinbane Crofting Township 
 
The township is shown on the 1st Edition OS 6 inch map (1881).  General location.  Individual 
features were checked during the walk-over survey. 
 

Walkover survey: Gazetteer of Sites  
 
Numbering runs from east to west.  Please see Appendix 2 for plans showing locations. 
 
1. Borve, Farmstead, enclosure, dykes at NG 4555 4782   A cluster of buildings, one of which is 

truncated by the west corner of the reservoir enclosure. Immediately west of this is a substantial 
blackhouse-type ruin, aligned ENE-WSW with a small annexe attached to the NE.  To the west of 
this is an attached levelled area, retained by walling to the west and north, probably a kailyard, 
and a second kailyard or enclosure, containing possible footings of a further structure, is located 
to the south.  On the 1st edition OS map, one unroofed building with an attached enclosure are 
recorded at this location. NE of the reservoir enclosure, turf dykes run NE and SE, corresponding 
to a  field boundary dyke recorded on the 1st edition OS map. 

 

 
Figure 3  Site 1 (Photo 22) 
 
 
2. Borve, Enclosure at NG4519 4817 (Photo no. 21) On the SE bank of the small stream, upstream 

from a cluster of  substantial ruins, (Photo no. 20) is a small rectangular enclosure defined by low 
turf and rubble walling. This corresponds to an enclosure recorded at this location on the 1st 
edition OS map (See Fig 2 above). 
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Figure 4  Site 2 (Photos 20-21) 
 
 
3. Borve, Areas of rig cultivation at NG 4531 4824 and NG 4539 4827. Between the two streams 

are two areas of rig cultivation, the rigs aligned approximately NW-SE. The western of the two 
groups is truncated by a new access track. 

 
4. Borve, Building, dykes at  NG 4540 4833. A turf and rubble dyke meanders NE from NG 4535 

4828 to cross a substantial turf dyke running NW-SE along the top of the early modern enclosed 
fields. At the junction there is a small building, visible as grass covered footings and attached to 
the NW-SE dyke. To the NE, uphill from this, is an area of rig cultivation. 

 
5. Borve, Enclosure at NG 453 482.  On the NW bank of the small stream and uphill from a cluster 

of grass-covered ruins is a sub-circular enclosure defined by a low turf and rubble dyke, colonised 
by bracken. Immediately downstream of this there is also a small substantial ruin. 

 

 
Figure 5  Site 5  (Photos 17,19) 
 
 
6. Borve, Areas of rig cultivation, dyke from NG 4528 4835 to NG 4525 4838. NW of the small 

stream is a turf dyke, possibly a continuation of Site 4, which runs NW then turns NE. On both 
side of the dyke are areas of rig cultivation. 

 
7. Borve, Building, dykes at NG 4485 4829. In the grazed field SW of the Borve crofts road are the 

low, grass-covered footings of a building aligned approximately E-W. This is located between 
two parallel turf dykes running NW-SE, which may be a continuation of similar parallel dykes 
recorded to the SE on the 1st edition OS map. Further, less distinct banks or dykes run SW and W 
from the footings. 
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Figure 6  Site 7 (Photos 15,16) 
 
 
8. Farmstead at NG 4350 4815 On the west boundary of a modern tree plantation are the remains of 

what is probably a small early modern farmstead, with one building, recorded as unroofed on the 
1st edition OS map, south of the old road. This and its associated enclosure are obscured by trees, 
but a section of enclosure north of the road is discernible 

 
9. Carbost, Bridge at NG 4322 4822 A single-arched stone bridge immediately east of the merging 

of the old and new road alignments east of Carbost  
 

 
Figure 7  Site 9 (Photo 11) 
 
 
10. Carbost, Building at NG 4322 4822.  Immediately west of the bridge, north of the old road, are 

the rubble footings of a building, its long axis aligned E-W. This is one of two recorded as roofed 
on the 1st edition OS map, a second building being recorded to the west of this, aligned N-S. This 
second building may survive although obscured by vegetation. 

 
11. Skeabost, bridge at NG 41951 48425 The original bridge over the River Snizort; a single-span 

arched stone bridge 
 
12. Buaile Bhlair, Site of Battle at NG 41337 48661 (HSMR NG44NW0002) Although shown as 

improved fields on the 1st edition OS map, by the 2nd edition map in 1904 this area has been 
planted with trees. It still has a thick tree cover which prevents any detailed archaeological 
investigation, but makes it unlikely that the area will be disturbed during insertion of the water 
main. 

 
13. Drochaid Abhainn an Tora, bridge, road alignment, dykes at 4073 4893. There is now no 

trace of the original bridge. However, on both sides of the river, sections of dyke and avenues of 
mature beech trees run to where it was presumably located. These dykes are low and broad and 
are probably contemporary with the construction of the original road.  

 
14. Treaslane, Drystone Dyke at 3930 5247. The remains of an apparently demolished drystone 

dyke running at right angles to the road.  
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15. Treaslane, Drystone dyke, dairy structure, field clearance, rigs at NG 3924 5260. A section 

of drystone dyke running parallel to the road, which terminates abruptly at its SE end.  (Photo no. 
5) Immediately to the east are a group of three field clearance heaps and one possible circular 
dairy structure, (Photo no. 4) approximately 1m in diameter. To the east of these, running 
approximately 10m distant from the dyke, is the edge of an area of rig cultivation. The present 
water main runs between the drystone dyke and the present road. 

 

 
Figure 8  Site 15 (Photos 4, 5) 
 
 
 
16. Platform at NG 3766 5396. A sub-circular raised platform approximately 10m in diameter, and 

6m south of a turf dyke crossing the road and running NE to the edge of a tree plantation. The 
platform is at the point where there is a gateway into the field and may have been constructed in 
recent times for farming purposes, or the gateway may be making use of an existing feature. 

 

 
Figure 9  Site 16 (Photos 2, 3) 
 
 
 
17. Lyndale Lodge (NG35SE0017). An attractive standing building and gateway (See cover photo) 
 
18. Lyndale estate, dykes, plantation. Running west from Lyndale Lodge to the north of the old 

road is a drystone dyke. To the north of this is a narrow strip of 19th century plantation. The 
drystone dyke terminates at NG 3664 5406 and is replaced by a low, square-sectioned rubble dyke  
similar to at site 15. There are two small single-arched bridges carrying the old road along this 
section. 
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Discussion and recommendations 
 
Most of the new water main is unlikely to affect archaeology, but there is one area of sensitivity in 
Borve (see sites 1-7 above).  A watching brief is recommended here.   A precautionary site visit is 
also recommended during the construction of the spur south through Glenbernisdale in-bye land. 
 
 Borve Service Reservoir to A850-A856 junction: A watching brief is recommended when the 

line passes close to sites 1-7. 
 
 A850-A856 junction to Carbost:  The proposed line appears to run along the old road in this 

section and any archaeology here is likely to have been severely damaged or destroyed in the past. 
 
 Carbost crofts:  Ruined buildings near the line are unlikely to be affected if care is taken to avoid 

them.  
 
 Crepkill junction to Glen Bernisdale junction: The proposed line runs along the old road or the 

current road verge, where any archaeology is likely to have been severely damaged or destroyed 
in the past. 

 
 Bernisdale crofts: The water main route here will apparently be either in or immediately to the 

west of the old road. Any archaeology is likely to have been severely damaged or destroyed in the 
past. 

 
 Treaslane River to Clachamish: It is assumed that the new main will follow a similar route to 

the existing one. Recorded archaeological sites are unlikely to be affected.  
 
 Clachamish to Lyndale lodge:  There are no archaeological concerns here.  

 
 Lyndale Lodge to Fanks junction: There are no archaeological concerns here.  

 
 Fanks junction to Blackhill: Along this section the proposed line appears to run along the 

modern road verges where any archaeology is likely to have been severely damaged or destroyed 
in the past. 

 
 Blackhill to Coishletter: Any archaeology along the route here is likely to have been severely 

damaged or destroyed in the past. 
 
 Spur to Peinmore and Tote: The Clach Ard Pictish carved stone is not in its original location. It 

is unlikely to be affected, provided care is taken by contractors; the adjoining area has been 
extensively quarried. 

 
 Spur South  through Glenbernisdale in-bye land: Footings of abandoned buildings, enclosures 

and dykes are either on the same alignment or further west.  A site visit might be advisable here as 
a precaution. 

 
 Spur North through Park Bernisdale to the Aird:  No archaeology is likely to be affected here. 

 
 Spur South along the Edinbane crofts public road to Edinbane service reservoir: The water 

main here follows the road, where any archaeology is likely to have been severely damaged or 
destroyed in the past. 
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Appendix 1:  Index to photographs 
 
All photographs were taken by Cathy Dagg. 
 
1 Site no. 17, Lyndale Lodge View from SE 

2 Site no. 16, Platform. Grassy area is raised platform view from NW 

3 Site no. 16, Platform, visible as  raised area immediately left of the field gate. view from N.  

4 Site no. 15, Dairy Structure (possible)  view from W. 

5 Site no. 15, Drystone dyke, SE end showing return and deliberate terminal. View from SE. 

11 Site no. 9,  Carbost, bridge on old road immediately east of crofts.  View from S 

12 Small bridge on old road  View from S. 

13 Old road alignment immediately west of junction of A850 and A87. New 
road alignment is to left, not visible. 

View from E  
 
 
 

15 Site no. 7, Footings of building, one parallel dyke is behind at top of field 
 
 

View from S 

16 Site no. 7, Footings of building, one parallel dyke is behind, before sheep View from SE 

17 Site no. 5, Borve, cluster of buildings on NW small stream View from NE 

18 Site no. 5, Borve, cluster of buildings on NW small stream including, to right 
of pole, small structure  

View from E 

19 Site no. 5, Borve, circular enclosure to NW of small stream upstream from 
building cluster 

View from SE 

20 Site no. 2, Borve, building cluster on SE small stream 
 

View from NE 

21 Site no. 2, Borve, enclosure on SE of small stream View from NW 

22 Site no. 1, Borve, farmstead truncated by existing reservoir enclosure View from NE 
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Appendix 2:  Plans 
 
Wherever possible the engineering plans have been used as a base in order to provide the clearest 
details.  We are grateful to Halcrow for this. Alphanumeric numbers refer to the Highland Sites and 
Monuments Record; Simple numbers were recorded in the field.  Plans are for reference only and are 
not shown to scale.  Plans progress from east to west. 
 





 

6 4 

3 

5 

2 

NG44NE0025 

NG44NE0001 

1 



 

NG44NW0030

7 



9, 10 

8 



 

NG44NW0028



 

NG44NW0001



 

12 

11 NG44NW0045



 

NG44NW0017

13 



 

NG44NW0026



 

NG35SE0013 



 

NG45SW0050 



 

NG45SW0051 



 
 
 
 

15 

14 

16 



 

NG35SE0017 

17, 18 



NG35SW0079 



 

NG35SW0064 


	Summary
	Contents
	List of Figures
	Acknowledgements
	Location
	Aims and Objectives
	Archaeological background and cultural significance
	Method
	Desk based Assessment
	Walk-over survey
	General Description
	Detailed description of the route


	Results
	Desk-based Assessment
	Walkover survey: Gazetteer of Sites 

	Discussion and recommendations
	Appendix 1:  Index to photographs
	Appendix 2:  Plans
	Insert from: "SHG23307_HAS071001-Appendix2(Plans).pdf"
	borve edinbane.pdf
	BED07-plans


