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Bull Burn Plantation, Gordonbush, Strathbrora 
Pre-felling archaeological survey 
 
 
1.0 Background 
 
This evaluation covers an area of existing forestry plantation, known as Bullburn after the 
Allt nan Tarbh, located between the Allt a’Mhuilinn and the Allt Ach’ a’ Bhathaich on 
Gordonbush Estate  in Strathbrora. The felling of this plantation is an element of a Habitat 
Management Plan which is a part of the work for a 35 turbine wind farm . The EIA for the 
windfarm includes the following statement: 
 

Habitat Management Plan – To help with the mitigation of the potential impact of the 
wind farm on local wildlife a substantive habitat management programme extending 
across the whole of Gordonbush Estate (5,687 hectares) be implemented and 
managed for the lifetime of the wind farm. This programme of works, extending for 
the life time of the wind farm, is to include bracken control, deer reduction, 
interpretation and education projects, forest removal, woodland regeneration, 
muirburn, drain blocking, etc. These activities are to be monitored and where 
necessary amended to maximise the effectiveness of the intended mitigation 

 
A number of recorded archaeological sites are located within this plantation. 
The plantation is approximately 30 years old, and planting does not appear to 
have been preceded by systematic archaeological survey work. The recorded 
sites  (sites 1-7, below), all appear to have been noted during visits for the 
Ordnance Survey and 14 of the 18 recorded hut circles are shown on the 
1:25000 OS Pathfinder map, updated in 1972. The 4 other sites were recorded 
in 1976, again by the OS. 
 
Two small Early Modern townships or farmsteads, Creag Ruadh and Ruidhe na 
Gaoithe (sites 8-9, below), are located on the west bank of the Allt a’Mhuilinn. 
These, probably cleared around 1813, are also shown on the Pathfinder map, 
with six structures at the former and three at the latter. All these recorded 
features are located outwith the planted area but adjacent to or on the line of 
the fence.  
 
In addition, one sheep shelter, not recorded on the HER, but shown on the 1972 
map, is included as a site. (Site 10 below) This most likely dates to the 
establishment of sheep farming around 1813. 
 
Site 11 is recorded on the HER but appears to be in error. 
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2.0 Site Visit 
 
This was carried out on 16.11.09 in changeable weather conditions. It was immediately 
obvious that the deep linear ploughing associated with tree planting would effectively have 
destroyed any archaeological features not deliberately protected. The survey therefore 
concentrated on locating the recorded sites. However, it is clear that unrecorded sites were 
present, as some survive both at the edges of the planting and where the size and 
concentration of stones appears to have made ploughing and planting impractical. It is 
possible that, in some cases, the area or features was avoided as it was recognised as an 
archaeological site. 
 
It is unclear whether the recorded sites were systematically identified before ploughing. At 
the time of planting, probably the late 1970s, it is unlikely that protection of the 
archaeological record would have been a condition of consent for the planting scheme. Some 
of the sites, notably the group of five hut circles in site 1, are preserved within open ground, 
but this ground has been ploughed right up to the edge of each hut circle, effectively 
destroying minor associated features such as field systems. Other sites are preserved although 
trees have been planted right up to the edge of the feature, while some sites are partially 
ploughed and planted. Three sites were not located, although this may be due to inaccurate 
grid references and the difficulties of locating via GPS in dense forest. 
 
Each located site was marked with a tripod of canes, although felling is not due to take place 
until Autumn/Winter 2010/11. 
 
 
3.0 Recorded Sites 
 
Hut circles 
 
1. Allt Ach’a’ Bhathaich: group of six hut circles centred on NC 8250 1200 

            HER ref. MHG41857 and MHG10996 
 
Five of the six hut circles are located within the plantation; the sixth is located south of 
the fenced area. All are located in open ground; three in a large clearing to the east which 
opens on to the access track to the north and a further two in a smaller area to the west. 
 
a. at NC 82550 12112 Located a short distance south of the forestry track. It occupies a 
slight rise and is heather-covered in contrast to the surrounding bracken. There is no 
obvious entrance in the low banks; some stones are visible in the south arc. (Photos 1, 2) 
 
b. at NC 82512 12057 Located on a low knoll in the middle of the area of open ground, 
this has low, heather-covered banks surrounding a grassy interior. It has a clearly defined, 
broad entrance to the SSW (Photos 3-5) 
 
c. at NC 82555 92012. This is located in the SE corner of the open ground and is poorly 
defined in its NW arc. Stones are visible in the SE arc but no obvious entrance. The 
ground cover is heather (Photo 6) 
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d. at NC 82454 12088. Located in the NE of the smaller area of open ground, this is not  
on a rise but is built up to the south and is visible as heather-covered banks with a grassy 
interior, surrounded by mossy grass with deep plough scars. (Photo 7) 
 
e. at NC 82423 12077. Located in the SW of the smaller area of open ground, this has 
substantial heather-covered banks surrounded by mossy grass and has a complex, broad 
entrance to the SSW (Photos 8, 9) 
 
A seventh site, originally identified as a hut circle at NC 8245 1180, was redefined by the 
OS as a knoll bearing field clearance stones. This has been ploughed and planted over. 
 
 

2. Allt Ach’ a’ Bhathaich: group of four hut circles centred on NC 8190 1250 
      HER ref. MHG 41858 and MHG 10999 
 

a. at NC 82000 12515 is a large, level platform covered in bracken and completely    
surrounded by trees It measures approximately 10m in diameter but, due to the bracken 
cover, no features were visible. (Photo 10) 
 
b. at NC 82050 12480 is located 60m SE of a, It occupies the SW end of a slight ridge 
and has been ploughed and planted with one line of trees on its NW side. The undamaged 
SE part is heather-covered. (Photos 11, 12) 

 
c. at NC 81916 12422 is located 120m SW of a., down the hillside. It appears to occupy 
a slight knoll but has been completely ploughed and planted over. Some large stones are 
visible forming a rough circle (Photo 13) 

 
d. at NC 8187 1285 is located 125m NW of a. and is visible as a bracken-covered open 
space on a slight SSW-facing slope. It measures approximately 6m in diameter and trees 
have been planted up to its edge. (Photo 14) 

 
 
 

3. Allt Ach’ a’ Bhathaich: group of three hut circles centred on NC 8170 1300 
      HER ref. MHG14875 and MHG 11565 
 

a. at NC 81783 13010 is located in the open ground where a broad ride running E-W. 
meets a smaller ride  rising from the SW. The hut circle is visible as a broad, level 
platform with indistinct banks, covered in heather. (Photo 15) 
 
b. at NC 8170 3101 is located 130m west of a., just north of the E-W ride beyond the 
first two rows of trees. The north part of the hut circle has been ploughed and planted 
with trees. The surviving south part has a cover of pine needles (Photo 16) 

 
c. at NC 8172 3105  is located 50m NE of b. but was not located due to deteriorating 
light, although it  may survive. 
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4. Allt Ach’ a’ Bhathaich: one hut circle at NC 8174 1325.  

HER ref. MHG 41402 and MHG11011 
This single hut circle is located in dense forestry and was not found due to deteriorating 
light, although it may survive 
 

 
5. Loch Mhuilinn: one hut circle at NC 8319 1323 
     HER ref. MHG11014 
     This site was not located despite good light conditions. This may be due to the inaccuracy 

of the grid reference and it may be slightly to the north of its given location 
 
6. Ruidhe na Gaoithe hut circle at NC 8318 1308 
      HER ref. MHG10997 
      This hut circle is prominently located in a broad ride, occupying almost its full width.. It 

is on a slight knoll but angled towards the SE. Its walling is low and indistinct but there is 
a possible entrance to the SE. Its vegetation cover, heather and grass, is similar to its 
surroundings. (Photos 17, 18) 

 
7. Allt nan Tarbh two hut circles 
      HER ref. MHG41400 
 

a. at NC8294 1250 is located on the SW bank of the Allt nan Tarbh, in open ground at the 
edge of the trees. It is notable in having an inner ring of stones, thought to be a later 
structure inserted into the larger, earlier ring of earth banks. The vegetation is patchy 
heather, moss and bracken (Photos 19-22) 

 
b. at NC8290 1242 is located approximately 20m SW of a. within the trees. It occupies 
open ground, on a slight level knoll and is heather-covered. The banks are indistinct and 
the interior of the hut circle is waterlogged (Photos 23-25) 

 
Early Modern Townships 
 
8.   Creag Ruadh township at NC 8340 1340 

HER ref. MHG41463 and MHG11529 
     All the recorded features of this site, on both modern mapping and on the 1st edition OS 

map, are located east of the fence and therefore outwith the plantation. The exception is 
one small rectangular building, which is crossed by the fenceline. The NW gable end of 
this building is therefore located within the enclosed area, but in the strip of open ground 
between the fence and the trees (Photos26, 27) The township  does not appear to have a 
head dyke and no other features were noted within the plantation 

 
 
9.  Ruidhe na Gaoithe farmstead at NC 8336 1295 
     HER ref. MHG1780 and MHG 19192 
     All of the features of this farmstead are located outside the enclosed area of the plantation. 

No associated features were noted within the trees. (Photos 28, 29) 
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Creag Ruadh on 1875 1st edition OS map, showing fence line, in red, crossing 

small rectangular building 
 

 
Ruidhe na Gaoithe on 1st edition OS map, showing fence line in red passing west 

of recorded features. 
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4.0  Previously unrecorded sites 
 
10. Allt Ach a’ Bhathaich, enclosure at NC 81822 12498 
      A roughly circular enclosure defined by rough boulder walling, spread to 1m. the 

enclosure is approximately 19m in diameter, with a broad entrance to the SW.  A 5m long 
lead-in suggests a function for corralling livestock. The enclosure is cut by the fence but 
lies in open ground to the west of the edge of the plantation 

 
11. Allt Ach’ a’ Bhathaich: farmstead at NC 8200 1225 
      On a steep slope just inside the edge of the plantation is an area of open ground. At the 

north end of this is a rectangular building, dug into the bank at its NE gable end and 
aligned 220º. To the west of this, under the trees, is a smaller sub-rectangular building on 
the same alignment, possibly a cornkiln. There is a roughly circular enclosure, defined by 
rubble and boulder walling, running down the slope to the south of the main building. 
This site is not recorded on any maps. 
 

12. Allt Ach’ a’ Bhathaich: sheepfold at NC 8222 1208 
      On the edge of the plantation and within the fence is a circular drystone sheep shelter, the 

walling standing to over 1m in height and possibly turf-coped. 
 

 
One site is recorded as being located within the plantation, but this appears to be an error as 
the description matches a site 1km to the east: 
 
8. Cnoc a’Ghrianain: shooting stand, grouse butts at NC 8258 1204 
      HER ref.  MHG46220 
 
 
 
5.0 Recommendations 
 
It was noted during the field survey that an effort did seem to have been made during planting 
to recognise and protect archaeological sites, including unrecorded sites. It is recommended 
that any further clearings left deliberately unplanted be investigated to ascertain whether they 
contain visible archaeological remains. Any suspect features should be treated as potential 
archaeology and protected from damage during felling operations. 
 
Care should also be taken while removing the perimeter fence to avoid damage to 
archaeological sites which lie outwith the plantation but along the fence line. 
 
Catherine Dagg 
2, Ruigh’Riabhach 
Scoraig Peninsula 
Dundonnell 
Wester Ross 
IV23 2RE 
Tel: 01854 633 337                                                                                                       24.11.09                
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Photographic Record (Digital) 
 
Photo no. Site no. Description Viewpoint 
1 1a View from forestry track to hut circle on knoll in centre of 

picture. Note ploughing ridges in foreground 
From NW 

2 1a View from hut circle 1b, heather-covered area in 
foreground, to 1a, visible as heather-covered knoll 
between bracken and trees in background 

From SW 

3 1b View from hut circle 1c, heather-covered area in 
foreground, to 1b, visible on heathery level-topped knoll in 
front of trees 

From SE 

4 1b View from hut circle 1a to hut circle 1b, visible as level 
platform in middle of picture 

From NNE 

5 1b Entrance of hut circle in SSW From NNE 
6 1c Hut circle visible as heather-covered knoll in centre of 

picture 
From NW 

7 1d View from hut circle 1e, heather-covered area in 
foreground, to hut circle 1d , heather-covered platform in 
front of trees 

From WSW 

8 1e View from hut circle 1d, heather-covered area in 
foreground, to hut circle 1e , heather-covered knoll in front 
of trees 

From ENE 

9 1e Close view of hut circle walling From E 
10 2a Large central hut circle, visible as bracken-covered 

platform 
From SW 

11 2b Partially ploughed and planted hut circle at end of ridge. 
Cane tripod is on unploughed SE section 

From NW 

12 2b Unploughed SE section of hut circle From SE 
13 2c Ploughed and planted hut circle on knoll From SE 
14 2d Bracken covered platform of hut circle (part) From NE 
15 3a Heather-covered banks of hut circle at junction of two 

open rides 
From E 

16 3b Hut circle ploughed and planted on north side, open 
platform survives to south 

From S 

17 6 Large single hut circle occupying centre of broad ride, on 
slight knoll 

From NW 

18 6 Large single hut circle occupying centre of broad ride, on 
slight knoll, from further up ride 

From NW 

19 7a Low banks of outer circle containing visible rubble 
walling of inner circle, on east side of feature. 

From SE 

20 7a Low banks of outer circle containing visible rubble 
walling of inner circle, on east side of feature. 

From NW 

21 7a Low banks of outer circle containing visible rubble 
walling of inner circle, on east side of feature. 

From W 

22 7a Hut circle viewed from upstream, visible as low heather-
covered banks 

From NW 

23 7b Heather-covered level top of knoll From N 
24 7b West side of knoll bearing hut circle From SE 
25 7b North part of level top of knoll From S 
26 8 Small rectangular building at south end of township group, 

stony SE gable end in foreground. Ranging pole marks 
location of NW end of building, approximately 1m beyond 

From SE 
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fence 
27 8 Small rectangular building at south end of township group, 

stony SE gable end in foreground. Ranging pole marks 
location of NW end of building, approximately 1m beyond 
fence 

From E 

28 9 General area of Ruidhe na Gaoithe indicated by bracken 
cover, right of fence 

From SW 

29 9 Area of farmstead, with enclosure or hut circle on knoll, 
centre right 

From W 

30 11 SW banked gable end of main rectangular building From NW 
31 11 Large boulders incorporated into circular enclosure south 

of buildings 
From SW 

32 12 Drystone walling of circular sheepfold From NW 
 
 
 
 


