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Summary 
 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during cable undergrounding at the Highland Wildlife 
Park, Kincraig.   The cabling route was diverted to avoid the military road and no archaeologically 
significant features or finds were recorded. 
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Location 
 
The  site lies at the Highland Wildlife Park at Kincraig, centred approximately at grid ref NH 809 038 at 
about  247m above sea level.    
 
 

 
Figure 1  Site location 
 
More detailed plans provided by SSE are included as Appendix 1. 
  

Introduction 
 
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by Highland Archaeology Services Ltd at the Highland 
Wildlife Park, Kincraig, to identify and record the nature and extent of any archaeological features 
revealed or affected by the undergrounding of cables. 
 
This Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) sets outs the work to be done, its objectives, method, and 
proposed outcomes.  It is intended to form the basis of an agreement with the client, the planning 
authority, and other interested parties.   The programme consists of archaeological mitigation and 
recording in line with the Scottish Government’s current planning policies and advice. 
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Aims and objectives 
 

 To minimise any possible delay or cost to the development by anticipating archaeological 
requirements as far as possible, timetabling and integrating archaeological recording work with 
the project, and dealing with any issues arising quickly and efficiently. 

 
 To determine as far as possible the character, extent, condition, date and significance of any 

archaeologically significant remains; and to preserve these where possible and record where 
necessary in line with national and local policies and standards 
 

 To ensure that any artefacts or human remains are dealt with in accordance with legal 
requirements and current Historic Scotland policy guidance.Archaeology and policy background 

 
 

Archaeology and Policy Background 
 
Archaeological fieldwork was requested in this case because there is considered to be potential for finds 
or features of interest to be discovered during site works.    
 
The Electricity Act 19891, as amended by the Utilities Act 20002, requires Electricity companies to 
preserve ‘amenity’ including the cultural heritage, and to minimise impacts of new infrastructure works.  
The wider planning and policy framework includes the Highland Council’s Structure Plan3, and the 
Scottish Government’s Scottish Planning Policy SPP 23:  Planning and the Historic Environment 
(2008)4.  The fundamental principles underpinning the above policies are set out in Passed to the Future: 
Historic Scotland’s Policy for the SustainableManagement of the Historic Environment (2002)5 and the 
Burra Charter (Australia ICOMOS 1999).6   
 
The 18th c. predecessor to the modern A9 road was built by General Wade following the 1715 Jacobite 
rising.  It runs roughly parallel to the modern road about 0.3km north of it.  Some sections survive as 
trackways, others as simple earthworks.  The cable works were expected to affect a section of this former 
road in the area of Meadowside House7.  
 
The military road was noted during a DGPS survey of the Wildlife Park carried out by John Wood in 
20048 
 
                                                      
1 http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts1989/ukpga_19890029_en_1 
 
2 http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2000/en/ukpgaen_20000027_en_1 
 
3 http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourenvironment/planning/developmentplans/structureplan/thehighlandstructureplan.htm 
 
4 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/10/28135841/0 
 
5 www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pasttofuture.pdf 
 
6 http://www.icomos.org/australia/burra.html 
 
7 HHER  MHG30086 
8 Wood, J  2004 Archaeology Development Plan:  Highland Wildlife Park, Kincraig (Highland Archaeology 
services Report HAS041101) 
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Figure 2  Extract from Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 25" map, surveyed 1870.  
Inverness Mainland Sheet LXXXVII.8.  Courtesy of National Library of Scotland.  Not reproduced to scale.   
 
 

Method 
 

1. Desk Based Assessment 
 
Relevant archaeological / historical records, maps and aerial photographs were checked for recorded sites 
and background information.   The only feature of historical interest noted was the military road 
previously mentioned. 
 

2.  Watching brief  

The Highland Council’s archaeologist had requested that two areas of excavations be monitored:  

a) The eastern end of the route, running from c. NH 8099  03835to NH 8086  0375).  This follows 
roughly the former route of the military road, where buried surfaces or associated features might be 
present.   

b)  A small area where the proposed cable was planned to cut across, or lie close to, the former military 
road between the takin enclosure and the car park at c.  NH 8053 80360  
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Plate 1  View E along existing overhead line:  military road (now car park) left; cable trench on right 
 
 

Results 
 
The top soil throughout the area of the watching brief is a stony brown earth, with an average depth of 
c0.3m.  The subsoil is a typical Speyside gravelly moraine, well compacted and with an iron stained layer 
at the interface with the top soil.   
 
The first section was visited by John Wood on 23 March 2010.  This ran from approx. NH 8031 0350 
toNH 8060 0358.  The trench had already been opened and the cable partly laid, but it had been cut along 
a changed alignment to avoid the military road as much as possible (see Figure 7).  The open trench was 
walked and carefully inspected, but no archaeology was visible.    The trench measured approximately 
0.6m in width and depth. 
 
The second section was observed by John Wombell on 7 April 2010.    This was centred approximately at 
NH 8086 0375.  Here too, the cable trench averaged c0.6m in width but it widened at the top on the 
outside of the curve.   (See Figure 5).   
 
The line of Wade’s Road can be seen in Plate 2 below between the first and second posts of the outer 
perimeter fence.  The satchel and ranging pole mark the line of the low N bank of Wade’s Road.  
 
On arrival at 9.00am, the SSE cable laying squad were working within the Wildlife Park, in the field 
nearest to the Park entrance, approximately 50m short of the perimeter fence and some 15m south of 
Wade’s Road.  They were opening short sections of trench at a time, laying the cable then immediately 
backfilling, due to the presence of park animals within the field and work area. 
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Plate 2  Pre-excavation view of second observed area 
 
 
From this point the cable route was revised to squeeze between the cattle grid and Wade’s Road so that a 
crossing of the historic feature would be avoided.  However the proposed revised route would cut 
obliquely through the remains of a substantial turf and stone wall which runs adjacent to Wade’s Road on 
its south side.  (See Plate2 and Figure 5.)  The wall in this area stands to an average height of 0.3m, and is 
c. 1m wide with c. 0.6m of slumping on the N side and 0.3m of slumping on the S side.  The surviving 
structure is turf-covered, with c10% of the surface area being exposed stones.  The loamy matrix between 
the stones in the remains of the wall suggests that it was constructed using alternate layers of turf and 
stone.  The matrix in the wall displays fibrous grass roots throughout its depth, whilst nearer to the 
perimeter fence tree roots from the nearby landscape plantings have invaded the fabric of the wall. 
 
The ground against the perimeter fence and the inner electric fence had all been previously disturbed.  
 
Photos 002 and 003 show the first 2m or thereby of the trench being excavated.  See also Plan 1.  Large 
cobbles had fallen from the wall of the excavated trench.  Photos 004 to 011 inclusive were taken at 1m 
intervals working E to W along the S side of the cable trench looking NNW at the south facing section, 
commencing 1m W of the perimeter fence strainer and gatepost at NH 80862 03737.   
 
Between 2.5m and 3.5m W of this strainer post, a silty darker deposit, c150mm thick below the stones 
forming the core of the wall is worthy of note.  The lower c50mm thick part of this band is yet darker, 
with a very dark band c10mm thick below this sitting directly on top of the subsoil.  The top soil / sub-
soil interface at this point is uneven.   
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The cable trench was extended beneath the two perimeter fences as far as the edge of the tarred field 
access road whilst being watched.  Here for about 3m the N side of the cable trench runs hard against the 
S side of Wades Road, before veering away to the S.  All of the ground in the area around the gates and 
the tarred road had been previously disturbed, and there was no sign of any earlier road construction. 
 
Excavation halted at approximately 2pm, and the trench was being backfilled thereafter.   
 
Trenching then continued, away from the road line, and outwith the perimeter fence.  This was not 
watched. 
 
 
 

 
Plate 3  View W along former military road and existing overhead line 
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Discussion and Recommendations 
 
The line of the former military road from Inverness to Ruthven has been destroyed by the creation of the 
main car park at the Highland Wildlife Park, but further east, from Camera Point 6 to Camera Point 10 in 
Figure 7 below, the modern road system diverts from it and it has survived as an earthwork, with the 
overhead electric line running on poles alongside.  A noticeable dyke runs along the southern side (Plate 3 
above). 
 
The overhead electric supply following the military road line was the subject of the undergrounding work 
within the Wildlife Park.  The initial plan was for the cable to run along the same line as the poles, but the 
working team decided to divert it away to the south to minimise possible impacts on the archaeological 
feature.  The line of the trench as dug and the sections observed are shown in Figure 7 below. 
 
The western section, inspected by John Wood, was completely clear of any sign of archaeology.  The 
eastern section, inspected by John Wombell, noted the roadside wall (Feature 1)  but no dating evidence 
was obtained from it.  Figure 4 is a sketch section showing this as it was obliquely cut by the cable trench.  
It had apparently been constructed of alternate layers of turf and rounded cobbles c. 8-14cm in diameter.  
These has however collapsed and fused and now appeared as a single deposit.  The layer of dark, humic 
material beneath this dyke was too rich to represent buried topsoil.  Owing to the oblique and curving 
nature of the section through the old wall it is difficult to interpret what this stratified darker band 
represents.  It could be that the turf and stone wall might have been constructed alongside Wade’s Road 
sometime after completion of the road, on top of a shallow ditch which had filled with silt and surface 
detritus from the road.  
 
There are no recommendations for further archaeological work here. 
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Table of Photographs 
 
Photo 
Number 

Camera 
Point 

Direction 
(facing) 

Date Comments 

1 10 NE 07/04/2010 

Pre excavation of cable track, standing inside the wildlife park 
field, looking NE along the line of the proposed cable track, 
between Wade's Road and the cattle grid.  see Figure 6.   

2 10 SW 07/04/2010 As 1 

3 10 SW 07/04/2010 As 1 

4 10 NNW 07/04/2010 
Post excavation of cable track, looking at the south facing section.  
See Figure 4 

4 10 NNW 07/04/2010 As 4 

4 10 NNW 07/04/2010 As 4 

4 10 NNW 07/04/2010 As 4 

4 10 NNW 07/04/2010 As 4 

4 10 NNW 07/04/2010 As 4 

4 10 NNW 07/04/2010 As 4 

4 10 NNW 07/04/2010 As 4 

5 10 SW 07/04/2010 

Post excavation of cable track as far as the boundary fence, 
looking SW along the length of the open track, with cable laid.  
Note the curving nature of the track.  See Figure 5 

5 10 NE 07/04/2010 

Post excavation of cable track as far as the boundary fence, 
looking SW along the length of the open track, with cable laid.  
Note the curving nature of the track.  See Figure 5 

14 1 E 23/03/2010 
View along existing overhead line and Military Road (now car 
park) 

15 2 E 23/03/2010 Trench diverted away from military road 

16 3 E 23/03/2010 Trench diverted away from military road 

17 3 W 23/03/2010 Trench diverted away from military road 

18 4 E 23/03/2010 Trench diverted away from military road 

19 5 W 23/03/2010 Trench diverted away from military road 

20 5 E 23/03/2010 Trench diverted away from military road 

21 6 W 23/03/2010 Trench diverted away from military road 

22 6 E 23/03/2010 View along existing overhead line and former Military Road  

23 7 S 23/03/2010 View along cable trench

24 8 N 23/03/2010 View along cable trench 

26 9 W 23/03/2010 View along existing overhead line and former Military Road  

27 9 E 23/03/2010 View along existing overhead line and former Military Road  
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Figure 3  SSE project map showing pre-existing cable routes 
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Figure 4  Sketch section through roadside dyke (Feature 1) 
 
 



Highland Wildlife Park:  Proposed Archaeological Fieldwork                         February 2010 

14 
 

 
Figure 5   Sketch plan showing cable trench and Wade's Road 
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Figure 6  Sketch Plan showing area observed by J Wombell 
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Figure 7  Summary plan showing cable trench, military road and camera points 


