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A brief description and history of Braeton Steading, Leys Castle Estate, Inverness.

There are no estate records pertaining to the steading. From memory of the last 50 years I know
that it was used only as a store and not as a separate farm as it was incorporated in Leys Home
Farm in the late I920s. By the late fifties and sixties it stood as a store for farm machines and con
tinued to be used as such until the mid to late seventies. Sowers, harrows and such implements
were stored there after their annual usage until the following year.

The Building is of a standard U-shaped design with a further two buildings on it's southern edge to
form a near square. The overall dimensions are 33.80m by 28.30m with the widths of all the
buildings being in the region of 5m. The building is built of rough rubble and half harled with a
limestone mortar. All the roofs were slated. The eastern and western wings of the building had
two sto~used for grain and fodder. The northern byre had a single story only.
In the I970s, due to vandalism, the roofs started to deteriorate on the byres, mill and granary. The
milking byre (northern section) held on to it's roof until the 2006 when it finally succumbed and
rotted away. This roof was not vandalised in the same way as the others due to it having white clay
ridge tiles instead oflead which was used elsewhere on the rest of the buildings.
The roof to the stables and cart shed with granary above (eastern section) disappeared by the early
1980s. This was replaced in part by a flat roof to cover the storage area whilst it was still being
used.
The mill shed,(western section) contained a threshing mill that was powered by horses that turned
the mill from a raised circular ring on the outside of the building. There are some remnants of this
still on the site. The threshing mill itself is now rotted away but there are still pulleys and some of
the heavier iron work pertaining to it in the area.
The southern section, making up the overall square of the steading, contains two stone sheds. The
purpose of these is unknown. Both have cemented floors and have been without their roofs for
some considerable time.
Inside the square there are remains of a pole barn used to house livestock. Though not in the last
fifty years. The standing stones for the poles are still in situ and are made of concrete which would
indicate a 20th Century structure. Within what would have been the roofed area of this barn are a
line of ceramic feed troughs along the eastern wall. Against the northern wall is an old iron boiler
for cooking feed mash to cattle.
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Braeton Steading: Eastern section, the stables and cart shed with fodder store above.
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Horse stall and feed manger.

View of the three cart bays. Note the wooden lintels.

Looking past the three stalls towards the cart shed.

Western facing wall of the stables and cart shed.
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The Southern gable
of the stables show
ing the grain and
fodder store above.
Wooden stairs were
present until the late
1970s. Note the ga
ble was lime harled.
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Braeton Steading: Northern section: The milking byre

The remains of the ridge of the roofto the byre. Collapsed 2006

Detail of the lime part-render used on the walls. The northern wall showing the corner detail.
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The northern gable showing wooden lintel over door
way. Detail of floor joists for the fodder store above.

Above photo shows the cement mortar in-fill to the
base of the roof trusses in the byre. Also shows an
air vent.
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Photo Left: All that remains
of the main drive pulley to
the mill. The drive shaft went
through the wall to a turning
gear powered by horses.

Photo Right:
Western gable end of the mill
and granary. I believe the
stairs to the granary were re·
moved in the 1950s. This
section ofthe steading was
the first to become derelict.
Note the old seeder in the
foreground.

Photo Right: All that remains
ofthe threshing mill. Powered
by horses from outside on an
Archimedian principle. The
power drive coming through
the wall.
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Braeton Steading: The two store sheds

Above: Steading entrance. I cannot find any signs of
this being gated. Although, I presume it was. The
width ofthe opening is 3.2m. View through to the
farmhouse standing above.
Upper right: Cement floor to the sheds showing
pressed pattern.

Right: Left hand shed
forming the square. Again
there is no evidence ofan
internal wall of wood or
stone.

Right: this is the west
ern shed. Like the other
shed it had a cement
floor in a pressed pat
tern. I have been unable
to ascertain what front
age they may have had.
Therefore, it must be
assumed they were open
to the north side. There
is no evidence ofa
wooden wall to either of
the buildings. Both
sheds were of similar
size. 9.5m by 4.2m
overall.
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Above: Concrete plinth for the
pole barn uprights.
Right: Line ofconcrete plinths.

Below: Small shed. Stone walled
with a corrugated tin roof

Left: Ceramic feed troughs along the wall
of the stables/cart shed. These would have
been within the pole barn.

Below: Boiler for cooking the feed mash.
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The building has been on the site since at least the mid 19th Century. It being the farm house
to Braeton of Leys farm and stands just above the ruins of Braeton steading, The farm house
was left vacant after the 2nd World War and was refurbished in the mid 1960s by the owner
Sir Francis Walker. It was intended for use as a house for an agricultural worker. However,
Sir Francis died shortly after completion and it was never inhabited after the refurbishment
was completed. The house stood empty.
When the building was refurbished it had full electricity, telephone etc. Water was supplied
from a nearby well at the back ofthe building and hand pumped into the house. As part of
the 1960s refurbishment a cement harling was added to the walls as a form of weather and
damp protection. Whilst, at the time this was thought to be a sensible form of render it has
proved to be the buildings downfall. By the early 1970s the building had been vandalised
and the lead ridging and valleys were stolen. Sadly, no repairs were undertaken at the time
of this vandalism. And within a few years the house had become derelict and eventually a
rum.
The roof collapsed in the early 1980s taking with it, the two dormer windows facing north..
Due to the lack of a roof the ingress of water into the lime mortar through the top of the
walls and the subsequent retention against the cement harling has, over the years, rendered
the walls to have become unstable.
The standard, one & half story building, comprised two main bedrooms upstairs both with
fireplaces. Downstairs comprised 3 reception rooms including a main kitchen with a range
(still in situ.) with a scullery added onto the back of the build as a one story extension.
All that remains of the garden are some remnant fruit trees and a few Douglas Firs planted in

the 1930s as a windbreak to the property.

A Record of the Braeton Farm House, Braeton ofLeys, Leys, Inverness.
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Above left: Detail showing deep window sill on eastern side of building.
Above right: Fireplace in east bedroom. (Art deco style)

Above: Chimney pot and mains electric
connectors.

Above: Internal detail ofdeep sill
showing no internal sill.

Right: Photo showing range in situ
under rubble.
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Above: View from porch into the house, showing doorway into scullery beyond.
Below: Back parlour fireplace (Victorian or Edwardian). Remnants oflathe and plaster.
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I Above: Photo showing the porch on the north side of house. Windows on both east and west walls.
Below: Interior of porch. Showing Highland double doors. (one missing)
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Above: Photo showing cement harled walls and chimney stack on the west elevation.
Below: photo showing cement harling to eastern elevation
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