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10. Cultural Heritage 

10.1. Introduction 

10.1.1 This report considers the likely effects on cultural heritage interest of the proposed 
works associated with the Beauly to Dounreay 275kV overhead transmission line.  

10.1.2 The study has been undertaken by CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA).  

10.1.3 The objectives of the archaeology and cultural heritage study were to: 

• identify the cultural heritage baseline along and in the vicinity of the existing 
overhead transmission line, proposed access routes and other construction 
locations, and existing 11kV and 33kV wood pole lines where they cross the 
275kV line and would be undergrounded; 

• assess the potential development areas in terms of their archaeological and 
historic environment potential; 

• consider the effects of the construction and operation of the proposed 
development features on the baseline cultural heritage resource; 

• identify measures, where appropriate, to mitigate any predicted adverse effects. 

10.1.4 Those sites relevant to this proposed development are archaeological features, Listed 
Buildings, Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAMs), and Historic Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes. There are no World Heritage sites or Conservation Areas within the area 
covered by this study and these designations are therefore not considered further in the 
chapter. 

10.1.5 Figure 10.1 (sheets 1 – 22) depict the existing 275kV line route and the proposed routes 
of construction accesses, together with the locations of the cultural heritage sites and 
monuments identified by the study within the study corridors.  

10.2. Potential Impacts 

10.2.1 A description of the project is presented in Chapter 3. Potential impacts on cultural 
heritage resources may include the following: 

• ground-disturbing activities required for the excavation of cable trenches for the 
undergrounding of sections of existing 11kV/33kV lines, that may damage, and 
possibly obliterate, cultural heritage remains;  

• ground-disturbing activities required for upgrading access tracks or laying 
temporary ‘trakway’ tracks, that may damage cultural heritage remains; 

• above-ground disturbance, such as that caused by vehicle movement and placing 
of pulling machines, that may produce irreversible impacts upon archaeological 
remains; 

• above-ground changes that may cause indirect (e.g. visual) impacts upon the 
setting of cultural heritage sites.  
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10.2.2 Direct impacts of the types indicated in the first two points are most likely to occur during 
construction. Indirect impacts relating to the setting of cultural heritage sites and 
monuments would occur from the outset of construction and continue throughout the 
operational life of the proposed line. 

10.2.3 The Scoping Report (April 2006) stated that as the proposed works involve only slight 
changes to the existing overhead line, there would be no perceptible change to the 
setting of cultural heritage features and it was considered that there would be no 
requirement to address this aspect as part of this Environmental Statement (ES) (see 
also Chapter 5 Landscape Character, and Chapter 6 Visual Amenity) 

10.3. Scoping and Consultation 

10.3.1 Wardell Armstrong on behalf of SHETL published a Scoping Report in April 2006, at a 
time when a greater scope of works was envisaged than is now proposed (see Chapter 
2). Following receipt of comments back from the then Scottish Executive and 
consultees, during the spring/summer of 2006 the ongoing engineering studies of the 
line resulted in technical solutions being designed such that none of the towers need to 
be heightened. The potential for environmental impacts during construction and 
operation is therefore considerably reduced by comparison with the scenario considered 
in the Scoping Study. 

10.3.2 The then Scottish Executive responded to the scoping opinion and recommended that, 
as regards cultural heritage, there should be an ‘audit of affected sites’. This is taken to 
imply that a gazetteer of all designated and non-designated sites along the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line and proposed access routes was required.  

10.3.3 Historic Scotland provided a detailed response to the Scoping enquiry (1st June 2006) in 
which it set out its principles for assessing the impacts of the development on the 
cultural heritage resource. Historic Scotland noted that one SAM, Achinnearin, 
souterrain and enclosure South of Suisgill Lodge (SAM 1826), lies directly beneath the 
existing overhead transmission line and in close proximity to a tower.  Historic Scotland 
requested that the potential direct impacts of both short and long term access to the 
tower and transmission line be considered, with the possibility of moving the pylon 
further from the monument considered as mitigation. The tower is excluded from the 
scheduled area. Historic Scotland noted also that several SAMs, a category B Listed 
building and 4 Historic gardens and Designed Landscapes lie in ‘close proximity’ to the 
overhead transmission line and in positions where access may impose direct impacts 
upon these features:  

 Leathad Carnaich, hut circles, clearance cairns (SAM 1876)  

 The Borg, broch (SAM 1839)  

 Kinbrace Station, settlement and field system (SAM 1874)  

 Kinbrace Farm, cairn, burnt mound, hut circle and field system (1796)  

 Blaimore, hut circles and field system (SAM 1838)  

 East Kinnauld, fort (SAM 1861)  

 Brae Cottage, two hut circles (SAM 1830) 



Beauly-Dounreay                                                        Chapter 10: Cultural Heritage 
275kV Overhead Transmission Line: Second Circuit                                                                        Environmental Statement 

  3  

 Easter Baldoon, chambered cairn (SAM 4753)  

 Dun More, fort (SAM 3107)  

 Invercharron House, Gate and Piers Category B Listed (7174)  

 Ardross Castle Historic Garden and Designed Landscape  

 Kildonan Lodge Historic Garden and Designed Landscape  

 Novar House Historic Garden and Designed Landscape  

 Brahan Historic Garden and Designed Landscape 

10.3.4 Historic Scotland noted that the Cultural Heritage section of the Scoping Report 
considered that assessment of effects on setting was considered unnecessary for the 
project. Historic Scotland agreed that the settings of cultural heritage features along the 
route of the line are not likely to be significantly altered by this proposal. They however 
recommended that effects on setting should still be considered, particularly in relation to 
alterations in the policies of the Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes listed 
above and the listed buildings within their estates.   

10.3.5 The Highland Council (THC) provided a detailed response to the Scoping Enquiry (7th 
June 2006) in which it set out its recommended approach to assessing the impacts of 
the development on the cultural heritage resources including:  

 identification of the cultural heritage baseline within the proposal area;  

 assessing the proposed development site in terms of its archaeological and 
historic environment potential;  

 considering the potential impacts of construction and operation of the proposed 
development on the cultural heritage resource; and  

 proposing measures (where appropriate) to mitigate any predicted adverse 
impacts 

10.3.6 In response to THC scoping opinion CFA Archaeology provided THC with a Draft 
Methods Statement, for baseline study and impact assessment, for their approval. The 
Draft Methods Statement varied from the methodology stated in the Scoping Response 
in two areas: 

 In relation to the field survey of access routes (section 5.3.15 of Scoping 
Response), CFA Archaeology proposed a different approach to surveying access 
routes.  Where construction works would use existing tracks, site visits would be 
made to identified archaeological sites present within 20m of them, in order that 
requirement for avoidance and protection mitigation could be assessed.    

 CFA Archaeology proposed to use their in-house impact assessment 
methodology outlined in sections 11-15 of the Draft Methods Statement rather 
than that described in sections 5.3.19-25 of the Scoping Response.  

10.3.7 THC provided a response (2 Oct 2006) approving the Draft Method Statement provided 
by CFA Archaeology. The response also outlined THC’s recommended approach to the 
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EIA and provided a list of sources of information that they recommended should be 
consulted. 

10.4. Statutory and Planning Context    

10.4.1 Introduction 

10.4.1.1. The following sections provide information on the statutory and planning policy 
framework designed to protect cultural heritage resources (see also Chapter 12).  

10.4.1.2. Historic Scotland’s Scottish Historic Environment Policy 1 – Scotland’s Historic 
Environment (2007) sets out the Scottish Ministers’ vision and policies for the historic 
environment. It states that the protection of the historic environment is not about 
preventing change. Ministers believe that change in this dynamic environment should be 
managed intelligently and with understanding, to achieve the best outcome for the 
historic environment and for the people of Scotland.  

10.4.1.3. The three key outcomes of this policy are to ensure that: 

1. the historic environment is cared for, protected and enhanced for the benefit of 
our own and future generations; 

2. there is increased public appreciation and enjoyment of the historic environment 
amongst all the people of Scotland and visitors to the country; and, 

3. the historic environment’s importance as a key asset in Scotland’s economic, 
social and cultural success is recognised and skilfully harnessed. 

10.4.2 Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other Archaeological Features 

10.4.2.1. Under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 (1979 Act), the 
Scottish Ministers are required to compile and maintain a Schedule of monuments 
considered to be of national importance. The statutory consent of the Scottish Ministers 
is required before any works are carried out which would have the effect of demolishing, 
destroying, damaging, removing, repairing, altering, adding to, flooding or covering up a 
Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM). Effects of proposed development works upon the 
setting of a SAM form an important consideration in the granting or refusal of planning 
consent to conduct development works. Further information on development control 
procedures relating to SAMs is provided in National Planning Policy Guideline 5, 
Archaeology and Planning (NPPG 5) and Planning Advice Note 42, Archaeology (PAN 
42). 

10.4.2.2. Archaeological sites and monuments without statutory protection are curated by the 
local planning authority. NPPG 5 and PAN 42 provide national planning policy guidance 
and advice on the treatment of this resource. PAN 42 advises that the principle that 
should underlie all planning decision-making is preservation of cultural resources, in situ 
where possible, and by record if destruction cannot be avoided; and where damage is 
unavoidable various mitigation measures may be proposed. 

10.4.3 Listed Buildings 

10.4.3.1. Under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 
(1997 Act), the Scottish Ministers are required to compile a list of buildings of special 
architectural or historic interest. Such buildings are classified into Categories A, B and 
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C(s), in decreasing order of importance. Sustainable development is the principle 
underlying Government policy towards the historic environment. Planning authorities 
and the Scottish Ministers are required to have special regard for the desirability of 
preserved listed buildings or their settings and any features of special architectural or 
historic importance they possess. The term ‘setting’ has no definition in the Act, although 
the Memorandum of Guidance on Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 1998 
(published by Historic Scotland; hereafter ‘Memorandum’) advises planning authorities 
to interpret the term broadly. The Memorandum states that a listed building should at all 
times remain the focus of its setting, and that attention should not be distracted from it 
by the presence of any new development. Government policy and guidance is also set 
out in National Planning Policy Guideline 18, Planning and the Historic Environment 
(NPPG 18).  

10.4.4 Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

10.4.4.1. Whilst a non-statutory designation, the effect of a proposed development on a Historic 
Garden and Designed Landscape is a material consideration in the determination of a 
planning application. The Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland 
(Inventory) is compiled and maintained jointly by Historic Scotland and Scottish Natural 
Heritage. Under the provisions of the 1992 Order, planning authorities must consult 
Historic Scotland and Scottish Natural Heritage on any proposed development that may 
affect a site contained in the Inventory.  

10.4.5 Structure and Local Plan 

10.4.5.1. The Highland Structure Plan (adopted March 2001) states that The Highland Council will 
seek to preserve and promote its built heritage as a valuable tourist, recreational and 
education resource wherever possible. Strategic Policy G2 preserves archaeological 
sites and their settings wherever possible. If this proves impossible, The Council will 
seek to mitigate the impact and require that features be fully recorded to professional 
standards before destruction, by excavation if necessary. The case for preservation 
applies particularly to monuments of national importance, some of which are scheduled 
monuments.  

10.4.5.2. The Highland Structure Plan Policy BC1 ‘Preservation of archaeological sites’ states that 
archaeological sites affected by development proposals should be preserved, or, in 
exceptional circumstances where preservation is impossible, the sites will be recorded 
at developers’ expense to professional standards.  

10.4.5.3. The Highland Structure Plan Policy BC4 (Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes) 
states that the Council will seek to preserve historic gardens and designed landscapes 
identified in the published inventory and in any additions to it.   

10.4.5.4. The Highland Structure Plan Policy BC5 (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
states that the Council will seek to preserve Highland’s buildings and groups of buildings 
of historic or architectural interest. 

10.4.5.5. The Inverness Local Plan (adopted March 2006), the Ross and Cromarty Local Plan 
(adopted Feb 2007) and, the Golspie and Lairg Local Plan (adopted July 1983) provide 
no general guidance as regards cultural heritage and the built environment. However 

they take forward the Structure Plan Strategy and translate the Structure Plan policies 
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into more detailed strategies for the Ross / Cromarty, Inverness and Golspie / Lairg 
areas.   

10.4.5.6. The Caithness Local Plan (adopted September 2002) general policy PP2 states that the 
Council will favour development, unless this will significantly affect important features. 

10.4.5.7. The Caithness Local Plan general policy PP3 states that the Council will assume against 
development where there is significant damage to heritage. 

10.4.5.8. The Tongue and Farr Local Plan (Adopted October 1995) General Policies paragraph 
1.61 states that Scheduled Ancient Monuments together with other recorded sites and 
areas of archaeological significance and their setting in the landscape, will be protected 
from development. Where appropriate resources should be found to enable recording 
and preservation. The Council will also encourage public access and interpretation in 
suitable cases. 

10.4.5.9. The Tongue and Farr Local Plan General Policies paragraph 1.62 states that the 
Council will ensure that where preservation of archaeological sites is not feasible, 
provision is made for excavation recording prior to development.  

10.4.5.10 The South East Sutherland Local Plan (adopted May 2000) Strategy paragraph 17 
(Environment) states that the Council will safeguard the cultural environment by:  

 protecting the integrity of national and local landscape designations or areas, 
including National Scenic Areas and those of the Inventory of Gardens and 
Designed Landscapes;  

 protecting significant archaeological sites, landscapes, Listed Buildings, 
Conservation and their settings;  

10.4.5.11 The South East Sutherland Local Plan General Policy ENV2 states that the Council will 
favour development, unless this would significantly affect important local features.  

10.4.5.12 The South East Sutherland Local Plan General Policy ENV3 states that the Council will 
presume against development where there is significant damage to heritage. 

10.5. Methods of Assessment 

10.5.1 General  

10.5.1.1. The assessment was undertaken with reference to the Institute of Field Archaeologists’ 
Code of Conduct (IFA 2006) and Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-
Based Assessment (IFA 2001). 

10.5.2 Desk-based Assessment and Consultation 

10.5.2.1. Historic Scotland provided in digital GIS format, summary information on Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments, Listed Buildings and Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes 
present within 3km of the existing overhead transmission line. The information was 
received on 21st September 2006.  Highland Council Archaeology Unit (HCAU) provided 
a digital GIS extract from the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) of 
all features recorded in the SMR present within 3km of the existing 275kV line.  The 
information was received on 18th September 2006.  
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10.5.2.2. Detailed baseline data was then collated of all known cultural heritage sites present 
within a 200m wide corridor centred on the existing 275kV line and 100m corridors 
centred on proposed access tracks. Additional information on known archaeological 
sites and monuments within the corridors was obtained from the National Monuments 
Record of Scotland (NMRS), curated by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS). This was then enhanced through 
examination of historic maps, aerial photographs and documentary sources. Vertical 
aerial photograph collections held by RCAHMS were examined to detect archaeological 
sites either buried or with minimal surface relief not readily detectable from normal 
ground perspective, and to assess the changing condition of known sites and buildings. 
Photographic runs dating from 1949 and 1988 were available for examination. Ordnance 
Survey (OS) maps and other early maps held by the Map Library of the National Library 
of Scotland were examined, to provide information on sites of potential archaeological 
significance and historic land-use changes. Bibliographic references were consulted to 
provide background and historical information on the study corridor. No attempt was 
made within the remit of this study to conduct detailed historical analysis.   

10.5.2.3. A list of relevant sources consulted during the desk-based study is included in Chapter 2 
and Appendix 2.3. The character of each of the sites identified is described briefly below 
and full descriptions can be found in Appendix 10.1. 

10.5.2.4. Reconnaissance field survey was undertaken of a 200m wide corridor centred on the 
existing 275kV line and 100m wide corridor centred on temporary or upgraded existing 
access routes proposed to cross land currently with no roads or tracks. Where 
construction works would use existing tracks, site visits were made to identified 
archaeological sites present within 20m of them, in order that requirement for avoidance 
and protection mitigation could be assessed. 

10.5.2.5. The aims of the field survey were to assess the baseline conditions of the sites, 
monuments and landscape features identified by the desk-based assessment, to identify 
any cultural heritage features not previously recorded, and to assess the archaeological 
potential of the 275kV line, access track corridors, cable undergrounding sections, and 
other construction works locations. 

10.5.2.6. Reconnaissance field survey was undertaken at various times between October 2006 
and October 2007.  Identified sites were located using GS50 GPS equipment, which 
records with sub-metre accuracy.  

10.5.3 Importance of Archaeological and Heritage Resources 

10.5.3.1. The assessment considered potential direct and indirect effects of the proposals in 
terms of their longevity, reversibility and nature (beneficial / neutral / adverse). Beneficial 
effects are those that contribute to the value of a receptor through enhancement of 
desirable characteristics of the introduction of new, positive attributes. Neutral effects 
occur where the development can be accommodated comfortably by the receiving 
environment while neither contributing to nor detracting from the value of the receptor. 
Adverse effects are those that detract from the value of the receptor through a reduction 
in or disruption of valuable characterising components or patterns, or the introduction of 
new inappropriate characteristics. 
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10.5.3.2. Direct effects are those where there will be a physical effect on a receptor caused by the 
proposed development. Direct effects may be caused by a range of activities associated 
with the construction of proposed development features, including ground-disturbing 
excavations required for the upgrading of existing access tracks and undergrounding 
sections of 11kV/33kV power lines. In addition, above ground disturbance, such as 
those caused by vehicle movement and soil and overburden storage, may result in 
irreversible effects upon archaeological features.  

10.5.3.3. Indirect effects are those where the setting or amenity of a site may be affected. Indirect 
effects may relate to new development reducing views to or from cultural heritage 
features with important landscape settings. Such effects can arise during the 
construction phase of a development and persist throughout its operating phase.  

10.5.3.4. The assessment of significance of effects was undertaken using two key criteria: 
sensitivity of receptor and magnitude of effect. The importance of cultural heritage 
resources was established principally according to the criteria published in NPPG 5, 
NPPG 18 and the Memorandum. The main thresholds of archaeological importance 
defined by NPPG 5 are National Importance, Regional and Local Importance and Lesser 
Importance. Sites of National Importance comprise Scheduled Ancient Monuments and 
sites of ‘schedulable quality’ (NSRs). Scheduling is an ongoing process and not all sites 
of ‘schedulable quality’ are currently scheduled. Sites of Regional and Local Importance 
are those that do not merit scheduling, but which have significance within a regional or 
local history. This may, for example, apply to their importance to regional or local history, 
or they may be the only local example of a monument type. Sites of Lesser Importance 
may comprise component parts of a landscape rich in archaeological monuments, and 
thereby gain greater, group, significance.  

10.5.3.5. The Memorandum states that Category A Listed Buildings are of national importance or 
international importance, Category B Listed Buildings are of regional or more than local 
importance, and Category C(s) structures are of local importance. 

10.5.3.6. Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes contained within the Inventory are 
considered to be nationally important 

10.5.3.7. Table 10.1 summarises the relative importance of key cultural heritage resources, and 
provides a concordance between levels of importance and sensitivity.  
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  Table 10.1 : Definition of importance of cultural heritage resources 

 Importanc
e 

 Site types 

 National  Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
 Sites of schedulable quality (including NSR sites Codes C and V) 
 Category A Listed Buildings 
 Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

 Regional  Category B Listed Buildings  
 Archaeological sites and areas of distinctive regional importance (including 

NSR sites Code R) 
 Local  Category C(s) Listed Buildings  

 Archaeological sites and areas, and unlisted historic buildings, of local 
importance 

 Lesser  Other archaeological sites 
 Findspots 
 Unlisted buildings and townscapes of some historic or architectural interest 

 

10.5.4 Impact magnitude 

10.5.4.1. Magnitudes of impact are assessed in the categories high, medium, low and 
imperceptible, and are described in Table 10.2.  

Table 10.2 : Definitions of magnitude of impact 

Level of 
magnitude 

Definition 

High Major impacts fundamentally changing the baseline condition of the receptor, 
leading to total or major alteration of character or setting.  

Medium Moderate impacts changing the baseline condition of the receptor materially but 
not fundamentally, leading to partial alteration of character or setting. 

Low Minor detectable impacts which do not alter the baseline condition of the receptor 
materially.   

Imperceptible A very slight and barely distinguishable change from baseline conditions, 
approximating to the “no change” situation. 

 

10.5.5 Effects significance 

10.5.5.1. Table 10.3 combines these criteria to provide an assessment of whether an effect is 
considered to be significant or not significant as required by Schedule 4 of The 
Electricity Works (Environmental Impact assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2000 and 
the Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 1999.  

Table 10.3: Matrix for assessing significance of effects. 

Magnitude▼ Significance of Effect 
High Minor Moderate Major Major 
Medium Negligible Minor Moderate Major 
Low Negligible Negligible Minor Moderate 
Imperceptible Negligible Negligible Negligible Minor 
Importance ► Lesser Local Regional National 

(shaded boxes are potentially significant effects) 

10.5.5.2. Effect significance is to be classified as being major, moderate, minor or negligible. 
Major effects represent a fundamental change to a sensitive environment or receptor. 
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Moderate effects represent a material but non-fundamental change to the environment 
or receptor. Minor effects represent a detectable but non-material change to the 
environment or receptor. Negligible effects are very slight changes to the baseline or 
receptor. Following the requirements of the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2000, major and moderate effects are considered 
to be significant, whereas minor and negligible effects are considered to be non-
significant.  

10.6. Limitations of Assessment 

10.6.1 A number of sections along the existing overhead transmission line and proposed 
access tracks could not be assessed:  

 Six areas where landowners refused access:  

 towers 6-7  

 tower 374.5  

 towers 403-405  

 tower 467.5  

 tower 466  

 Proposed Access for towers 417-421  

 Access to Novar House Gardens was restricted; therefore sites previously 
identified within the gardens and close to proposed access roads could not be 
assessed. It is proposed that the access tracks running through Novar House 
Gardens would utilise existing tracks that do not require to be upgraded, therefore 
no effects are predicted.   

 The final design for access tracks for towers 135 and 136 was not provided until 
November 2007 and field survey was not carried out in this area. Desk-based 
assessment indicated that there were no known cultural heritage sites within 20m 
of the existing track. However there is potential for further unknown sites to exist 
along the access route and further field survey would be required.   

 Access track for tower 284 – landowner and tenant could not be contacted to 
arrange access. Desk-based assessment indicated that one cultural heritage site, 
farmstead (284A), is present within 20m of the proposed access track. Access to 
tower 284 would utilise primarily an existing track that does not require to be 
upgraded and no effects have been predicted for farmstead (284A).  A small 
section of ATV access would also be used to access Tower 284; this area was 
surveyed as part of the 200m study corridor along the existing overhead 
transmission line and would not require further survey.   

 The final design for access tracks between towers 215 and 225 was not provided 
until November 2007 and field survey was not carried out in this area. The 
proposed access for these towers would utilise existing wind farm access tracks in 
the area. No sites were identified from the desk-based assessment within 50m of 
these tracks and no effects have been predicted.  
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 Field survey was limited in forestry areas to the rides along which the existing 
overhead transmission line runs. There were also small areas of forestry 
plantation and woodland along the routes of proposed access tracks where 
visibility was restricted.    

10.7. BASELINE CONDITIONS 

10.7.1 General 

10.7.1.1. Four hundred and sixty cultural heritage sites have been identified within the study 
corridors centred on the existing overhead transmission line and access corridors.  

10.7.1.2. Appendices 10.1 and 10.2 provide detailed information on the character and baseline 
condition of each site. Numbers in bold and in brackets in the following sections refer to 
the site numbers identified on Figure 10.1 (sheets 1 to 22), and listed in Appendices 
10.1 and 10.2.  

10.7.1.3. The sites identified within the study corridor along the existing overhead transmission 
line were numbered from North to South and in blocks relating to the tower number that 
was North of the site. For example sites identified between towers 3 and 4 would be 
numbered 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 etc, and sites between towers 4 and 5 would be numbered 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 etc. Sites identified within the access corridors that extended beyond the main 
survey corridor were numbered according to the tower number where the access track 
terminated, and followed by a prefix of A, B, C etc. For example sites identified along the 
access track that terminated at tower 236 were numbered 236A, 236B, 236C etc.    

10.7.1.4. The 460 archaeological and heritage sites comprise:  

 9 SAMs;  

 79 NSR sites (Code C, V & R); five of which are also Listed Buildings  

 8 Listed Buildings; five of which are also designated NSR sites  

 360 other unscheduled sites and areas of archaeological interest;  

 4 Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes.   

10.7.1.5. Due to the substantial length of the overhead transmission line and the large number of 
cultural heritage sites identified, the following sections, for ease of discussion, have 
been split into groups defined by concentrations of archaeological sites along the length 
of the overhead transmission line.  

10.7.2 Dounreay to Achiemore (Towers 1 – 40) 

10.7.2.1. There are no SAMs, Listed Buildings or Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes 
within the study corridors between Dounreay and Achiemore (towers 1 – 40).  

10.7.2.2. There are three NSR sites (Code C and V) within 100m of the existing overhead 
transmission line.  Big Keoltag cairn (6.1) and clearance cairns and hut circles at The 
Knowes (10.3), both classified in the SMR as Code C, are almost certainly of national 
importance. In addition hut-circles and a field system at Achins (12.1) classified in the 
SMR as Code V, are very probably of national importance.  
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10.7.2.3. There are three NSR sites - farmstead (10.1), War Memorial (8C), Township (32A) - 
which are designated Code R and are almost certainly of regional Importance.  

10.7.2.4. There are twenty-four other non-designated cultural heritage sites within the study 
corridors between Dounreay and Achiemore (towers 1 – 40), including eighteen cultural 
heritage sites within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line and six sites within 
50m of the proposed access routes.  

10.7.2.5. The sites range in date from the prehistoric period to the 20th century. Fragments of 
prehistoric to medieval and later rural land use were present including hut circles and 
associated field systems, areas of rig and furrow cultivation, a series of medieval or later 
farmsteads and associated enclosures, and an isolated shieling hut. More recent 
features include a 19th century bridge forming part of the A836 public road, the site of a 
20th century military roadblock, and a 20th century war memorial at Reay.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric Features 

10.7.2.6. A series of hut circles and associated field systems of prehistoric date were identified at 
Achins (10.3, 12.1, 12.2) just South West of Isauld village and at Calgarry Beg and 
Achiemore (34.2, 36.1, 39.1). Most of the hut circles were isolated structures although 
some were associated with clearance cairns located in close proximity, and which may 
be contemporary in date. Components of hut circles and field systems (10.3, 12.1) and 
isolated hut circles (34.2, 36.1, 39.1) lie almost directly underneath the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line. An isolated turf and stone field bank (11.1) 
identified just East of one of the hut circles (12.1) may also be prehistoric in date and 
contemporary with this structure, although a more recent origin is possible. 

10.7.2.7. The NMRS records the former presence of a broch (5.4) at Isauld, c.100m East of the 
existing overhead transmission line. The broch was removed during the 1860s and no 
visible remains of this feature survive at the co-ordinates cited by the Ordnance Survey.  

10.7.2.8. The presence of a flat-topped cairn (6.1) just South of Isauld and c.80m South East of 
the overhead transmission line is recorded in the NMRS / SMR and noted on the 
Ordnance Survey 1st and 2nd Edition maps. The baseline condition of this cairn could 
not be recorded during the field survey as access to the area was denied by the 
landowner.  

10.7.2.9. The NMRS records that an excavation (5.3) was undertaken in 1981 at Sutherlands 
Garage in Isauld approximately 60m West of the overhead transmission line. The 
excavation uncovered an amorphous stone structure associated with a domestic midden 
(Gourlay 1981); this structure is undated and may potentially be prehistoric. 

Medieval or Later Agricultural Feature 

10.7.2.10 Stepping stones (5.1) and a well (5.2) c.100m West of the overhead transmission line 
were recorded on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map just North West of Isauld close 
to a small burn, although no evidence of these features was identified during the field 
survey.  
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10.7.2.11 Substantial medieval or later field systems and associated settlement were identified at 
The Knowes (10.1), comprising the remains of at least six buildings, a circular sheepfold 
and a series of walls. In addition, a medieval or later turf and stone enclosure (14.1), 
forming the probable boundary of the farmstead at Braxside, was identified c.10m from 
the overhead transmission line at tower 14. The main elements of the farmstead lie 
outside the study corridor to the North West of the overhead transmission line, with only 
the boundary bank being present within the study corridor, c.10m from the line.     

10.7.2.12 An isolated ruined building (10.2) and fragments of stone walls were identified c.100m to 
the North West of the overhead transmission line close to a trackway running from Reay 
to Milton Moss and may have originally formed part of a medieval or later farmstead.  

10.7.2.13 Field survey identified the remains of a possible shieling hut (35.1) just North of Calgarry 
Beg, within c.80m of the existing overhead transmission line.  

10.7.2.14 Faint traces of rig and furrow cultivation (8.2) were identified during the field survey 
c.300m North West of Borlum House. The rig measures 3m across with 1m wide furrows 
and extends outside the study corridor.  

18th Century to Modern Features 

10.7.2.15 The Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map records the presence of a boat house (28.1) on 
the North West shoreline of Loch Akran almost directly underlying the overhead 
transmission line. The boathouse is not depicted on the Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition 
map and no visible upstanding remains of the structure were identified during the field 
survey. 

10.7.2.16 The NMRS records the presence of a 19th century bridge at Isauld (5.5). This bridge 
currently forms part of the A836 public road. The SMR records the site of a military 
installation road block (5.6) close to the main road at Isauld, although field survey did not 
identify any remains of the road block.   

10.7.2.17 A lodge (4.1) for Isauld House is present just inside the study corridor c.1km from 
Dounreay power station and approximately 100m North West of the overhead 
transmission line. The lodge is currently occupied and forms part of a private residential 
house. 

Miscellaneous 

10.7.2.18 A watching brief (5.7) was carried out in November 2000 on the excavation of foundation 
trenches for a house site in close proximity to a number of archaeological features. No 
archaeological features were revealed.  

Proposed Access for Towers 8 – 11  

10.7.2.19 A number of 19th and 20th century structures are also present within 50m of the 
proposed access track for tower 8. The NMRS and SMR record the locations of a barn 
(8A), the Old Inn (8B) and a war memorial (8C), all forming part of the village at Reay. 
These sites are outwith the targeted 20m field survey area along existing tracks, and 
none was visited during the field survey. 
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10.7.2.20 The NMRS and SMR record the presence of a market stance (10A) and a residential 
house (11B) at New Reay. Both the house and market stance are outside the 20m 
target study corridor along existing tracks and were not visited during the field survey.   

Proposed Access for Tower 33  

10.7.2.21 The NMRS and SMR record the presence of a township at Connagill (32A) close to the 
proposed access track for tower 33.  It includes rectangular buildings, a corn-drying kiln, 
two possible bothies, several stock enclosures, and a quarry.  In addition a possible hut-
circle and a group of clearance cairns suggest later prehistoric settlement and land use 
in the same area.  

Proposed Access for Tower 34 

10.7.2.22 One non-designated cultural site was identified close to the proposed access track for 
tower 34. Field survey identified a small quarry scoop (34A) measuring 4m in diameter 
and 1.5m deep, and situated on a West facing slope.  

Proposed Access for Tower 35 

10.7.2.23 One non-designated cultural site was identified close to the proposed access track for 
tower 35. Field survey identified the remains of a farmstead (35A) consisting of the 
footings of two rectangular long buildings, an associated enclosure and the denuded 
remains of a possible corn-drying kiln.  

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.2.24 The archaeological sites identified within the study corridors between towers 1 and 40 
are concentrated principally around the settlements of Reay and Isauld at the North end 
of the overhead transmission line. The landscape in this area consists predominantly of 
improved pasture, which has been settled from the prehistoric period onwards. 
Occasional isolated prehistoric and medieval or later settlement sites are also present 
further south on higher rough pasture around Calgarry Beg. No visible upstanding 
cultural heritage sites were identified between towers 14 and 28.  Nevertheless, this 
area is covered in peat and there is potential for buried archaeological remains to 
survive within this area. The potential for further buried archaeological sites within the 
study corridors for the overhead transmission line and proposed access tracks is high. 

10.7.3 Achiemore to Forsinain (Towers 41 – 63) 

10.7.3.1 There are two SAMs lying within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line 
between Achiemore and Forsinain (towers 41 – 62).  

10.7.3.2 Dalhalvaig hut circle, enclosure and field system (47.2) (SAM 1876) consists of a large 
spread of substantial clearance cairns and an associated building within c.10m of the 
overhead transmission line. The cairns are spread over an area measuring 200m by 
200m. The remains of at least 14 cairns were identified during the survey on either side 
of the overhead transmission line, a number of which have had stones robbed from their 
centres. The remains of a structure originally recorded as a hut circle but which appears 
to be a long rectangular building is present to the East of the cairns. 
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10.7.3.3 The Borg (60.1) (SAM 1839) comprises the remains of a well-preserved broch situated 
on a rocky knoll 100m West of the overhead transmission line at Breacrie. The broch is 
circular in plan and the walls survive to a height of 3.3m. A large enclosure is attached to 
the North East arc of the broch and other walls run from the South and West sides. A 
shallow ditch lies outside the South East arc of the broch. 

10.7.3.4 There are two NSR sites (Code C) within 100m of the existing overhead transmission 
line. The burnt mounds at Leathad Carnaich (48.1) and Dalhalvaig (50.1) are classified 
in the SMR as being almost certainly of national importance.   

10.7.3.5 There is one NSR site (Code V) within 50m of the proposed access for tower 60, 
Farmstead (60A), which is very probably of national importance. 

10.7.3.6 There is one NSR side (Code R) within 50m of the proposed access for tower 59, 
Farmstead (59B) and is almost certainly of regional importance.   

10.7.3.7 In total, thirty four other non-designated cultural sites were identified between Achiemore 
and Forsinain (towers 41 and 62), including twenty seven cultural heritage sites within 
100m of the existing overhead transmission line and seven sites within 50m of the 
proposed access routes outside the main survey corridor.  

10.7.3.8 The sites include both prehistoric and predominantly medieval or later rural land use 
features such as farmsteads, stone and turf banks, enclosures, and peat cuttings. 
Fragmentary prehistoric settlements including hut circles and associated field systems, 
and a burnt mound were also identified principally North of Dalhalvaig. 

10.7.3.9 There are no Listed Buildings or Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes within the 
study corridors between towers 40 and 63.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric Features 

10.7.3.10 The prehistoric structures consisted predominantly of the remains of hut circles (47.2, 
50.3, 51.6, 53.1, 59.1) spread along the east slopes of Strath Halladale between 
Dalhalvaig and Trantlebeg. Most of the hut circles were isolated structures located to the 
East of the existing overhead transmission line. Clearance cairns (47.2, 50.4, 51.6, 52.1-
3, 53.1, 57.1) are also present along the slope and these may be contemporary with the 
hut circles, although some may potentially be more recent in date.   

10.7.3.11 The NMRS and SMR also record that a minor field system (62.1) consisting of a 
scattering of clearance heaps was present on a South West facing slope c.1km from 
The Borg broch (60.1). Field survey identified at least 29 cairns situated along a ridge 
within c.10m of tower 62 and crossing the route of the proposed access track for this 
tower. 

10.7.3.12 The NMRS and SMR record that a series of walls (58.1) adjacent to a number of 
clearance cairns were recorded by Mercer in 1980 at NC 900 514. Field survey did not 
identify any of the remains previously recorded. The area had been substantially 
ploughed prior to forestry plantation and it is likely that the walls and cairns have been 
disturbed or destroyed as a result.   
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10.7.3.13 Further evidence for early prehistoric activity in the area is indicated by the presence of 
burnt mounds (48.1, 50.1, 51.4) situated near Dalhalvaig. The burnt mounds are 
situated close to small burns and ash and fire cracked stone are visible in erosion scars.  

Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.3.14 A series of medieval or later farmsteads and townships (51.1, 51.7, 55.1) with 
associated buildings (54.3, 54.4), enclosures / field boundaries (51.5, 53.3, 53.4, 54.2), 
a marker cairn (52.4), shieling huts (50.3, 53.2), and peat cuttings (62.2) were identified. 
Most of the features were particularly concentrated around Trantlebeg, Trantlemore and 
Dalhalvaig, and generally within c.50m of the existing overhead transmission line. 

10.7.3.15 The NMRS and SMR record that Mercer in 1981 identified the remains of a long house 
(50.2) at NC 8965 5457. No visible remains of the building were identified at this 
location.  

Site of Battle  

10.7.3.16 The Ordnance Survey 1st and 2nd Edition maps record a possible battle site at Leathad 
Carnaich just North of Dalhalvaig (47.1). Sutherland (1937) records ‘that the battle took 
place between native Pictish inhabitants and the invading Norsemen’. No visible 
remains that could be attributed to the alleged battlefield were visible during the field 
survey.  

Miscellaneous Features 

10.7.3.17 A small quarry scoop (54.1) was identified at Trantlebeg c.20m West of the existing 
overhead transmission line. It is likely to have been used to source material during the 
construction of an adjacent trackway. 

Proposed Access for Tower 42 

10.7.3.18 Field survey identified a c.200m2 area of peat cuttings (42A) intersected by the 
proposed access track for tower 42.  

Proposed Access for Tower 50 

10.7.3.19 One non-designated cultural heritage site, bank (50A), was identified within 20m of the 
proposed access track for tower 50. The bank fragment measures 15m long and 1-1.2m 
wide running from the back of a modern wood shed and peters out at a woodland 
shelterbelt. 

Proposed Access for Tower 51 

10.7.3.20 One non-designated cultural heritage sites was identified within 50m of the proposed 
access track for tower 51. Field survey identified the remains of two rectangular 
buildings (51A) within an area of rough pasture 20m East of the public road. The first 
building comprises stone foundations with later breeze-block walls and a breeze-block 
extension at one end that houses the remains of a small bathroom. The poorly 
preserved foundations of a second building are situated to the South East of the first 
building and a denuded wall links the two together.  
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Proposed Access for Tower 59   

10.7.3.21 Two non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified within 50m of the proposed 
access track for tower 59. A small quarry (59A) was visible c.40m to the North of the 
proposed access track for tower 59. In addition the proposed access track crosses part 
of a farmstead (59B). The farmstead comprises of two field banks and two associated 
rectangular buildings. The first field bank is approximately 20m West of the quarry and is 
intersected by the proposed access track. The bank measures 200m long and aligned 
NNW-SSE. A second bank measuring 140m long and aligned North East to South West 
is also visible crossing the first bank at its midpoint to form a rough X-shape. The 
second bank is also crossed by the proposed access track for tower 59. Fifty metres to 
the South West of the banks and outside the study area are the remains of two 
rectangular buildings. Proposed Access for tower 60 

10.7.3.22 The NMRS and SMR record the presence of a farmstead close to the proposed access 
track for tower 60. Field survey identified the remains of a farmstead (60A) comprising a 
series of enclosures, a building, a corn-drying kiln, a cairn, a stone and turf bank and a 
possible bothy or shieling hut. Most of the features lie within 20m of the access track.    

Proposed Access for Tower 62 

10.7.3.23 Three non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified within 50m of the proposed 
access track for tower 62. A large water filled hollow was identified c.10m E of the public 
road. The hollow measures 10m in diameter and its depth is unknown. It may be the 
remains of a quarry (62A) excavated during the construction or maintenance of the 
public road. Approximately 20m from the hollow are the remains of a possible bank 
(62B) and cairn (62C). The bank measures c.90m long and is aligned North West to 
South East running across the route of the proposed access track. The feature is only 
visible as a faint raised line of heather.  

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.3.24 The landscape between towers 40 and 62 consists principally of improved pasture 
surrounding a number of villages along the Strath Halladale. Substantial quantities of 
prehistoric and medieval and later settlement sites were identified along the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line around the settlements of Dalhalvaig, Croick, 
Trantlebeg and Breacrie. This indicates that these areas have been significantly settled 
and cultivated from the prehistoric period onwards. The potential for further buried 
archaeology to survive within this section of the study corridor is high. 

10.7.4 Forsinain to Achentoul (Towers 64 – 118) 

10.7.4.1 There are no SAMs, Listed Buildings or Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes 
within the study corridor between Forsinain and Achentoul. 

10.7.4.2 There is one NSR site (Code R) within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line - 
a deserted medieval or later settlement at Leth-Ghleann (88.1) which is classified in the 
SMR as being almost certainly of regional importance.  

10.7.4.3 In total, twenty six other non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified within the 
study corridor between Forsinain and Achentoul (towers 63 – 117) including twenty 
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cultural heritage sites within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line and six 
sites within 50m of the proposed access routes in this area. 

10.7.4.4 The sites consist predominantly of isolated medieval or later agricultural features and a 
series of quarries close to the present A897 public road.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.4.5 The disturbed remains of a farmstead (65.1) were present on either side of the present 
A897 public road at Forsinain. The farmstead consists of the remains of four long 
rectangular buildings, which are poorly preserved and were partially destroyed during 
the widening / construction of the A897 public road. A substantial field bank system 
(107.2) with associated trackways and a probable gate post entrance, covering an area 
300m by 200m, was also identified North East of Auchentoul Farm and within 100m of 
the overhead transmission line which passes on the West. The field system was 
previously recorded on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map and is associated with a 
farmstead that is situated further to the East outside the study corridor. 

10.7.4.6 Further isolated medieval or later agricultural features including two sheepfolds (77.1, 
105.1), one clearance cairn (76.1), the remains of a stone wall (83.1) and one field bank 
(89.2) were scattered along the route of the overhead transmission line. The clearance 
cairn may, however, be a remnant of an earlier agricultural landscape. 

10.7.4.7 The Ordnance Survey 1st and 2nd Edition maps record the presence of at least six 
shieling huts (96.1) grouped around the South side of a stream approximately 100m 
East of the overhead transmission line and just South of Cnoc nam Bo Riabbach hill. 
Three of these shieling huts were identified during the field survey within 100m of the 
overhead transmission line. The remains of further shieling huts were identified to the 
East outside the study corridor and these were not recorded. An isolated shieling hut 
(77.2) was also identified c.20m South West of tower 77.  

10.7.4.8 An area of rig and furrow cultivation (78.1) was visible on aerial photographs just North 
of Forsinard and may be associated with a settlement that is depicted on the current 
Ordnance Survey map c.500m to the North East and outside the study corridor. No 
visible remains of the rig were identified during the field survey. 

10.7.4.9 Five quarries (66.1, 72.1, 73.1, 74.1, 74.2) were identified along the edge of an East 
facing slope just West of the current A897 public road between Forsinain and Forsinard, 
and East of the existing overhead transmission line. The quarries range in size from 10-
20m in diameter and no worked faces were visible. All were probably excavated for 
gravel and stone used in the construction or maintenance of the A897 public road.    

10.7.4.10 A possible structure of uncertain date (69.1) was recorded c.10m West of the overhead 
transmission line and underlying the boundary fence for Woodcock Hill plantation. The 
structure consists of a sub-rectangular area of grass and reeds surrounded by a number 
of small boulders, measuring c.7m long and c.5m wide. This may be the remains of a 
medieval or later building. No structures were recorded by the Ordnance Survey 1st and 
2nd Edition maps in this area. 
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10.7.4.11 A track (89.1) is depicted on both Roy’s map (1747-55) and the Ordnance Survey 1st 
Edition map running from Forsinard Lodge to Am Beachlach where it forks and 
continues across moorland, aligned North East to South West, until it terminates at a 
sheepfold. No trace of the trackway was found during the field survey in an area that is 
now covered in forestry plantation. A second trackway (107.1) running directly 
underneath the overhead transmission line is depicted on the Ordnance Survey 1st 
Edition map running from an enclosure just West of Auchentoul Lodge to a farmstead 
(107.2) at Bannock Burn. No visible remains of the trackway were identified during the 
field survey. 

10.7.4.12 The SMR record the presence of a deserted settlement (88.1) at NC 9005 4135 and 
c.10m West of the existing overhead transmission line. The site is classified in the SMR 
as a NSR site Code R and almost certainly of regional importance. No remains of the 
settlement were identified during the field survey. At this location the survey was limited 
to a forestry ride bounded by dense plantation and it is possible that the settlement is 
located within the forestry.  

19th Century Feature 

10.7.4.13 The NMRS records the location of a 19th century road bridge (64.1) at Forsinain c.80m 
West of the overhead transmission line. The road bridge forms part of the current A897 
public road.   

Miscellaneous 

10.7.4.14 The SMR records that a spot find of a sandstone cup of unknown date (114.1) was 
recovered close to Auchentoul Farm in 1966, c.100m West of the existing overhead 
transmission line.  

Proposed Access for Tower 114 

10.7.4.15 Two non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified within 50m of the proposed 
access track for tower 114. Three clearance cairns (114A), ranging in size from 2.5m-
4m in diameter and 0.3-0.4m high, were identified within 15m of the proposed access 
track and in the North West corner of a field. The NMRS and SMR record the presence 
of a shepherd’s house (114B) at NC 8743 3393. Field survey identified the house that is 
currently occupied.  

Proposed Access for Tower 115  

10.7.4.16 Three non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified within 50m of the proposed 
access track for tower 115. These include a sheepfold (115A) and a field bank (115B).  

10.7.4.17 The remains of a prehistoric hut circle and associated field bank (115C) were also 
identified c.10m North of the proposed access track South East of Auchentoul Farm, 
and indicate the presence of prehistoric settlement in this area. The NMRS and SMR 
record that an axe of grey stone was found at Achentoul under 2.4m of peat in 1868 
(115D) at NC 873 335. The grid reference for this spot find is imprecise and the location 
has not been added to Figure 10.1, but the discovery provides further evidence of 
prehistoric settlement and land use around Achentoul.  
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Archaeological Potential 

10.7.4.18 The landscape between towers 63 and 117 consists principally of upland rough pasture 
although some improved pasture is present just North of Forsinard. Isolated medieval or 
later settlement features have been identified along the length of the existing overhead 
transmission line indicating that this area was settled from at least the medieval period. 
In addition, a spot find and the remains of a hut circle indicate prehistoric activity around 
Auchentoul. The potential for buried archaeology to be preserved within the study 
corridors between towers 63 and 117 is moderate to high.  

10.7.5 Auchentoul to Craggie (towers 119 – 165) 

10.7.5.1 One Historic Garden and Designed Landscape is located within 100m of the existing 
overhead transmission line which runs past on the North East, East and South East 
sides of Kildonan Lodge (150.1). The lodge is situated on the hillside in the Strath of 
Kildonan. There are good views from the lodge to the West and along the Helmsdale 
Valley. The gardens are well sheltered and the shelterbelts screen them from view of the 
road. The lodge was constructed in 1896.  

10.7.5.2 There is one SAM lying within 50m of the existing overhead transmission line at 
Kinbrace (tower 130).  

10.7.5.3 The NMRS and SMR record the presence of two hut circles (130A) at Kinbrace Farm, 
hut circle A at NC 8755 2886 and hut circle B at NC 8764 2873. The second hut circle 
(B) is designated a scheduled ancient monument (SAM 3321).  The first hut circle is not 
included in the scheduled area. Field survey identified hut circle B, which is outside the 
study area. No remains of hut circle A were visible. A forestry track now runs close to 
the previously recorded location of hut circle A and construction of the track may have 
disturbed the feature.  

10.7.5.4 Souterrain and Enclosure (147.1) (SAM 1826) are situated approximately 500m South of 
Suisgill Lodge and underlie the existing overhead transmission line. The souterrain is 
entered under the South East corner of the bank of an enclosure, which appears to be 
later in date and probably associated with the ruined farmstead (147.2) surrounding the 
enclosure to the East. The area around the souterrain entrance was badly collapsed and 
it was not possible to record the structure in detail. 

10.7.5.5 There is one NSR site (Code C), township (130C), within 50m of the proposed access 
for tower 130, which is almost certainly of national importance. 

10.7.5.6 There is one NSR site (Code V) – broch, homestead and hut circles (145.1) - within 
100m of the existing overhead transmission line. The site is very probably of national 
importance.  

10.7.5.7 There are two NSR sites (Code R) within 100m of the existing overhead transmission 
line - broch (142.1) and township (147.2).  These sites are of regional importance.   

10.7.5.8 Twenty two other non-designated cultural sites were identified between Auchentoul and 
Craggie (towers 118 – 164) including twenty non-designated cultural heritage sites 
within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line and one non-designated site 
within 50m of the proposed access route for tower 130.  



Beauly-Dounreay                                                        Chapter 10: Cultural Heritage 
275kV Overhead Transmission Line: Second Circuit                                                                        Environmental Statement 

  21  

10.7.5.9 The majority of sites are situated along a South West facing slope of Cnoc nam Feinn 
hill overlooking the present settlement at Upper Suisgill and Suisgill within the Strath of 
Kildonan. The prehistoric settlement consists of a number of hut circles with associated 
field systems, brochs and a souterrain. Substantial medieval and later settlements 
including buildings and field systems were identified close to the present buildings at 
Upper Suisgill and Suisgill, while an isolated farmstead was also identified at Craggie to 
the South West of Kildonan.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

Prehistoric Settlement 

10.7.5.10 The remains of six prehistoric settlements (137.2, 143.1, 144.1, 144.2, 146.1, 149.1) 
were identified, each comprising a number of hut-circles and associated clearance 
cairns. They concentrate to the East of the present settlement at Suisgill and mostly 
within 50m of the overhead transmission line. Prehistoric activity within the area is also 
indicated by the presence of three burnt mounds (137.2) on the East slope of Cnoc Bad 
na H-Eirig. Further hut-circles (155.1) were identified to the South West of Suisgill close 
to Craggie Burn and within c.20m of the existing overhead transmission line which 
passes on the South East. The NMRS records the presence of three hut-circles within 
the vicinity of the overhead transmission line, but field survey could only locate one hut 
circle within the study corridor. The area was covered in dense heather and visibility was 
limited. 

10.7.5.11 The remains of two brochs (142.1, 145.1), probably of Iron Age date, are also present 
close to the current settlement at Suisgill. Broch (142.1) is situated on a knoll on the 
edge of a terrace West of the River Helmsdale, c.90m West of the existing overhead 
transmission line. It measures 15m in length and 13m wide within a heavily robbed wall. 
The side of the knoll has been artificially steepened and an enclosing ditch surrounds 
the knoll. What may be the wasted remains of a broch and its outworks (145.1) are 
situated on gentle-sloping ground above the East bank of the River Helmsdale and 
c.20m from the existing overhead transmission line.  

Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.5.12 The remains of a medieval or later township (147.2), situated on a raised bedrock knoll 
and consisting of at least three buildings and a large enclosure, were identified 
immediately East of the souterrain (147.1). Several clearance cairns were identified 
within the enclosure indicating that the area had been cultivated in the past.  

10.7.5.13 Three medieval or later farmsteads were also identified (142.2, 145.2, 164.1). Each 
farmstead is in good condition and many elements of the settlement still survive, for 
instance the remains of a well and possible barns at farmstead (142.2). Further remains 
of medieval or later farmsteads including a corn-drying kiln / barn are located to the East 
of farmstead (145.2) just outside the study corridor. Farmstead (142.2) is located in 
improved pasture close to present buildings at Upper Suisgill c.100m West of the 
existing overhead transmission line. Farmstead (164.1) is located immediately North of 
Craggie Burn.  

10.7.5.14 Isolated medieval or later agricultural structures are also present within 100m of the 
overhead transmission line within the Suisgill area. They include buildings (137.1, 137.2, 
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142.5), sheepfold (140.2), a building / enclosure (140.3), fragments of field banks 
(140.1, 142.4, 146.3, 146.4), a dry-stone dyke (146.2), enclosures / clearance cairns 
(146.5), and rig-and-furrow cultivation (137.2). 

Miscellaneous Features 

10.7.5.15 Field survey identified a small quarry (142.3) measuring 10m in diameter and 1.5m deep 
immediately East of the A897 road and close to the farmstead (142.2) at Upper Suisgill, 
c.100m West of the existing overhead transmission line. The quarry could have been 
excavated for stone and gravel during the construction or maintenance of the A897.    

Proposed Access for Tower 130 

10.7.5.16 Medieval or later settlement within the Kinbrace area is indicated by the presence of a 
township (130C) around what is now Kinbrace Farm.  It includes the remains of several 
building, a hollow-way, banks and a head dyke (130D).  

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.5.17 Substantial remains of prehistoric and medieval or later archaeological sites were 
identified between towers 118 and 164. The bulk of the sites identified are located 
around Upper Suisgill and Suisgill within areas of improved pasture land on the Western 
slopes of Cnoc nam Feinn. The archaeological potential for further buried sites to be 
preserved within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line is high. In addition, the 
Historic Garden and Designed Landscape of Kildonan Lodge is in its own right a very 
sensitive historic landscape feature. 

10.7.6 Craggie to Scottarie Burn (Towers 166-210) 

10.7.6.1 There is one SAM within 100m of the overhead transmission line between Craggie and 
Ben Horn (towers 165-210). 

10.7.6.2 Kilbraur hut circle and clearance cairn (202.2) (SAM 1793) consist of the remains of a 
small hut circle and two clearance cairns located approximately 80m South East of the 
overhead transmission line at the base of the North slope of Kilbraur Hill. 

10.7.6.3 There are five NSR sites within 100m of the overhead transmission line between 
Craggie and Scottarie Burn, including a shieling hut (186.1), a hut circle (194.1) and 
clearance cairns (198.1, 199.1, 199.2). All are classified Code R in the SMR and are of 
regional importance. 

10.7.6.4 There are seven NSR sites within 50m of proposed access tracks to towers 197 and 
201. These include a cairn (197A), a mound (197D), a structure (197F), a spot find of 
quernstones (201B), a farmstead (201C) and two townships (201D, 201E). These are all 
designated Code R and are of regional importance.  

10.7.6.5 In total seventy three other non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified within 
the study corridor. They include forty seven non-designated cultural sites within 100m of 
the overhead transmission line and twenty five non-designated cultural sites identified 
within 50m of the proposed access routes.  

10.7.6.6 The features comprise a mixture of both prehistoric and medieval or later settlement and 
associated features, concentrated at Ascoile and Kilbraur. The area has been 
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substantially settled from the prehistoric period onwards and many sites of prehistoric, 
and medieval or later date were identified along the banks of the main water courses in 
the area. 

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric Settlement and Associated Features  

10.7.6.7 The remains of two hut circles (192.1, 197.2) are situated close to the Allt a’ Mhuilinn 
river. Hut circle (192.1), which is located 100m from the overhead transmission line 
which passes on the East side, is surrounded by two areas of peat cutting (192.3, 192.4) 
and close to a circular sheepfold (192.2), all probably remains of post-medieval 
agricultural activities in the area. 

10.7.6.8 Further substantial prehistoric settlement remains were present at Kilbraur and along the 
West and East banks of the Scottarie Burn which runs almost parallel with the overhead 
transmission line. These include well-preserved hut circles (202.4, 202.6, 203.4, 206.1, 
206.3, 209.1) some of which have elements that underlie or are very close to the 
overhead transmission line. The hut circles at site (203.4) are associated with 
substantial field systems consisting of over ten clearance cairns surrounding the hut 
circles and extending beyond the study corridor. 

10.7.6.9 A number of isolated clearance cairns are also present along the banks of the Allt a’ 
Mhuilinn river and Scottarie Burn (185.1, 198.1, 199.1, 199.2, 201.5, 203.1, 203.2, 
203.3, 207.5, 208.3). 

10.7.6.10 The NMRS and SMR record that a broch (202.1) was present on a natural knoll South 
West of Kilbraur and within 90m of the overhead transmission line. The broch no longer 
survives and a sheepfold has been constructed on top of the bedrock knoll where the 
broch was originally situated. 

10.7.6.11 Field survey also identified what may be the remains of a possible burial cairn (184.1) 
situated c. 50m South East of the overhead transmission line. The remains of the cairn 
comprise a single upright stone set between two bedded stones measuring 0.4m high. 
The NMRS and SMR record the presence of a large oval hut circle (194.1) on the edge 
of a heather-covered plateau. No visible remains of the hut circle could be identified 
during the field survey. The land surrounding the grid reference recorded by the SMR 
was extremely wet and boggy and there was no evidence of any upstanding structures 
within the vicinity.  

Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.6.12 A considerable number of well-preserved medieval or later buildings and associated 
field systems were identified at Ascoile and Kilbraur within 100m of the existing 
overhead transmission line. These include a shieling hut (186.1); turf and stone banks 
(186.2, 191.1, 201.6, 206.2) and boundary dykes (199.4, 207.1, 208.1, 209.2); 
enclosures (200.1, 201.2, 201.7, 206.4, 208.2); three areas of peat cuttings (189.2, 
192.3, 192.4); tracks (197.1, 197.4, 199.5) and a hollow-way (202.3); sheepfolds (192.2, 
198.2, 202.1, 207.2); buildings (199.3, 201.8,), a kiln (202.5); a settlement consisting of 
three buildings (207.3); a field system (207.4) and rig-and-furrow cultivation (199.2, 
200.1). Many of the features directly underlie the overhead transmission line or are 
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situated within 50m of the line. Ordnance Survey 1st and 2nd Edition maps depict 
substantial settlement along the main waterways within this area.  

10.7.6.13 What may be the remains of a medieval church (201.1) were identified at Kilbraur. The 
NMRS and SMR record the church as being named ‘Cil nam Brathair’ (the church of the 
Brethren) situated at Kinabrarr in 1548, which is believed to be the modern Kilbraur. 
Field survey identified the remains of the possible outer perimeter wall of the church with 
a small cellular structure attached to the South end of the wall directly underlying the 
existing overhead transmission line. A modern residential house has been constructed 
close to the church site and may have destroyed some of the church remains.  

Proposed Access to Towers 194-197 

10.7.6.14 A concentration of non-designated cultural sites are present within 50m of the proposed 
access tracks between towers 194 and 197. These consisted principally of prehistoric 
and medieval or later clearance cairns and field banks. In addition a number of modern 
borrow pits and forestry plantation works were also identified. The area had been 
previously recorded in detail by Lindsay (2003) as part of an archaeological survey for a 
proposed wind farm access route.  

10.7.6.15 A series of relict medieval or later field systems are indicated by the fragmentary 
remains of three stone and turf field banks (197P, 197Q, 197S), an enclosure (197O) 
and three clearance cairns (194C, 197A, 197E) present on either side of the proposed 
access track close to tower 197. Remains of a possible contemporary farmstead may be 
indicated by the ruined building remains (197F, 197G) visible close to the North East 
corner of a conifer plantation just South East of Ascoile.  

10.7.6.16 Earlier prehistoric settlement within the area is also indicated by the presence of a 
possible hut circle (197D) immediately South of sites (197F, 197G), and the remains of a 
chambered cairn (197U) close to the existing access track at Ascoile. The chambered 
cairn is extremely poorly preserved and has been partially disturbed probably during 
construction of the track (197.4)  

10.7.6.17 The current access track is used for access to forestry plantation North of the area and 
several features identified relate to forestry activities. Five borrow pits (197C, 197I, 
197N, 197R, 197T) were identified close to the existing access track and were probably 
excavated during the construction and maintenance of the trackway. The remains of a 
loading bay (197H) are also present to the West of the access track approximately 200m 
North of the current public road that runs from Gordonbush to Balnacoil. Just North of 
the loading bay are the remains of two water tanks or cisterns (197J, 197K), which may 
relate to either forestry activity or modern agricultural activity within the area. A modern 
bridge (194A) forms part of the existing access track. 

10.7.6.18 The SMR records the presence of peat cuttings (194B) c.10m East of the existing 
access track. The peat cuttings were not identified during the field survey. 

10.7.6.19 The SMR records that a spot find (197L) of iron slag and 19th century white-glazed thin 
pot was discovered in spoil from a rabbit burrow in the South side of the loading bay 
(197H). 

10.7.6.20 The NMRS records the presence of a sheepfold (197M) at NC 8258 1104. No visible 
remains of the sheepfold were identified during the field survey. Two recent tracks cross 
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the previously recorded location of the sheepfold and construction of these tracks may 
have removed the sheepfold.  

Proposed Access for Tower 200 

10.7.6.21 One non-designated cultural heritage site was identified within 20m of the proposed 
access track for tower 200. The SMR records the location of a quarry scoop and 
clearance cairn (200A) at NC 8232 1073. No visible remains of the quarry or clearance 
cairn were identified during the field survey in the location previously recorded by the 
SMR; the area has been ploughed.   

Proposed Access for Tower 201 

10.7.6.22 Eight cultural heritage sites were identified along the length of the proposed access 
track for tower 201. The majority of sites were medieval or later in date including three 
townships / farmsteads (201C, 201D, 201E) and one enclosure (201G). All are 
extremely well preserved with several buildings and associated agricultural features 
being present over a wide area on the South side of the existing track and within 10m of 
it.  

10.7.6.23 Fragments of prehistoric settlement (201A, 201F) are also present close to the proposed 
access track, comprising two hut circles and a field bank. This settlement forms part of a 
larger spread of prehistoric sites concentrated around Kilbruar (see existing overhead 
transmission line above). 

10.7.6.24 The NMRS and SMR record the recovery of two types of rotary quern from the Urachoile 
township (201B).  

10.7.6.25 Field survey identified five upstanding stones encompassing an area of 3m diameter 
which may be the remains of a possible burial cist (201H) close to the proposed access 
track. There appears to be a small passageway, which is marked by two upright stones 
that lead to a central chamber. The stones appear to be within an earthen mound, which 
is encircled by a possible line of stones.  

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.6.26 Concentrations of archaeological sites dating from the prehistoric period onwards are 
present around the current settlement of Ascoile and Kilbraur. The quantity of sites 
identified within the study area indicates that the area has been intensively settled from 
the earliest prehistoric periods. Further modern industrial features associated with 
forestry plantation located North of Ascoile were also identified. The majority of sites are 
situated in areas of pasture around the main water courses followed by the existing 
overhead transmission line. The potential for further buried archaeological sites and 
features surviving in the area is high. North of Ascoile there are few known sites, but 
here the presence of peat may mask buried archaeological remains.  

10.7.7 Scottarie Burn to Kinnauld (Towers 211 – 245) 

10.7.7.1 There are two SAMs within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line between 
Scottarie Burn and Kinnauld.  
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10.7.7.2 East Kinnauld Broch (241.2) (SAM 1862) comprises the dilapidated remains of a broch 
situated above the current settlement at Kinnauld and located 100m South East of the 
overhead transmission line. The broch measures 9.3m in diameter within rubble walls 
surviving to a height of 3m. The inter-mural gallery is traceable on the North arc of the 
wall and there is a West facing entrance with guard chamber.  

10.7.7.3 East Kinnauld Fort and Dun (241.5) (SAM 1861) occupy the summit of a conical hill 
approximately 20m East of the overhead transmission line. The fort is oval in plan and 
measures 37m long and 29m wide within a stone bank. Situated in the interior of the fort 
are the poorly preserved remains of a circular stonewalled enclosure, 9.5m in diameter, 
which may be the remains of a robbed out dun. Remains of possible further buildings / 
enclosures are present outside the fort walls. 

10.7.7.4 Seven NSR sites were identified within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line 
including settlement / township (219.1), hut circles (222.1), cairns (237.1), burnt mounds 
(238.1, 240.2), a farmstead (240.1) and a whisky still (241.4). All are classified NSR 
Code R in the SMR and are of regional importance. 

10.7.7.5 There are nine NSR sites within 50m of proposed access tracks to towers 197, 201, 234 
and 236. These include, a cairn (236D), two farmsteads (234A, 236B) and a township 
(236A), three hut circles (234C, 234E, 236E), a standing stone (236F) and a grain mill 
(236H). These are all designated Code R and are of regional importance. 

10.7.7.6 In total twenty seven other non-designated sites were identified between Scottarie Burn 
and Kinnauld including seventeen non-designated cultural heritage sites within 100m of 
the existing overhead transmission line and ten non-designated cultural heritage sites 
within 50m of the proposed access routes.  

10.7.7.7 Numerous prehistoric and medieval or later features surround the present settlement of 
Rogart. The area has been intensively settled from the prehistoric period onwards. 
Within 100m of the overhead transmission line are a series of burnt mounds and hut 
circles with contemporary field systems, and numerous medieval or later settlements 
and associated features.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric Settlement Features 

10.7.7.8 Several burnt mounds (228.1, 237.2, 238.1, 240.2) are located at Achork and on the 
West slope of Cnoc a’ Chrasgaidh hill and West of the existing overhead transmission 
line. These features probably indicate later prehistoric activity within the area; they are 
surrounded by further prehistoric and later medieval settlements. 

10.7.7.9 Four prehistoric hut circle sites (222.1, 227.1, 228.1, 231.1) are present, spread down 
the length of the existing overhead transmission line from Knockarthur to Achnagarron. 
Some sites contain the remains of multiple hut circles along with clearance cairns and 
field banks, which are probably the remains of contemporary field systems. Elements of 
site (222.1, 228.1) underlie the overhead transmission line.  

10.7.7.10 Six clearance cairns (223.1, 223.2, 223.3, 234.1, 234.2, 237.1) were identified within the 
100m study corridor. These are likely to be prehistoric in date and indicate prehistoric 
cultivation.   
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Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.7.11 The majority of sites within this area are medieval or later ruined townships or 
farmsteads with associated agricultural features. These include one township (219.1); 
one field system (221.1); three areas of peat cuttings (224.1, 231.2, 233.1); two areas of 
buildings and enclosures (237.2, 241.1); a sheepfold (238.2); a farmstead (240.1), one 
livestock pen (241.3) and a whisky still (241.4). These sites are concentrated close to 
present day farmsteads at Knockarthur, Achork and Kinnauld.  

10.7.7.12 The Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map records the presence of a well (230.3) just South 
West of Achork farm. No visible remains of the well were identified during the field 
survey.  

Proposed Access to Towers 225 and 228 

10.7.7.13 The majority of features were medieval or later in date and associated with agricultural 
activities / settlement within the area. The remains of one prehistoric settlement (228B) 
were, however, identified just East of Achavon within 20m of the proposed access track 
comprising the remains of a hut circle and associated clearance cairns.  

10.7.7.14 The remains of a medieval or later farmstead (228A) were identified immediately South 
West of hut circles (228B) consisting of a ruined building and attached enclosure. Close 
to the farmstead a number of medieval or later features were also identified including a 
field system (228C) and two possible buildings (228D, 228E).  

10.7.7.15 A crofting township (228F) comprising of fourteen roofed and one unroofed buildings are 
depicted on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map at Achork. Field survey identified the 
remains of one unroofed building and associated ruinous structures within 20m of the 
proposed access track. The building and structures were all enclosed by a series of dry-
stone walls. Further roofed and occupied buildings were present close to the proposed 
access track.  

Proposed Access for Tower 234 

10.7.7.16 Five cultural heritage sites were identified within 50m of the proposed access track for 
tower 234. These include a farmstead (234A), stone and turf bank (234B), hut circles 
and small cairns (234C), clearance heaps (234D) and a possible hut circle and small 
cairns (234E).  

10.7.7.17 A farmstead (234A) comprising the remains of two rectangular buildings and the 
fragmentary remains of two dry-stone walls were identified to either side of the proposed 
access track. The most southerly of the buildings has been partially destroyed by the 
construction of a new access track that runs from the main road at Blaimore to Loch 
Salachaidh. The stone walls may have originally formed an enclosure to the NE of the 
buildings, where a ‘field’ was recorded previously by the RCAHMS. 

10.7.7.18 A fragment of stone and turf bank (234B), measuring c.100m long, was identified to the 
South of the proposed access road. The West end of the bank is truncated by a modern 
farm track.  

10.7.7.19 Three clearance cairns were perhaps associated with the remains of a hut circle (234C) 
located on a grass and heather-covered plateau immediately North of the proposed 
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access track. The hut circle is oval in plan and measures 8m by 6m with a stony bank 
measuring 1-1.5m wide and 0.2m high. The clearance cairns are scattered across the 
plateau to the W of the hut circle. 

10.7.7.20 Close to the route of the proposed access road are two large clearance heaps (234D) 
they are situated on either side of a modern farm track c. 45m apart. Modern rubbish 
including wire fencing and tree stumps have been placed on top of what may be earlier 
clearance material consisting of small heaps of boulders covered in turf. 

10.7.7.21 The NMRS and SMR recorded the presence of a spread of cairns and a possible hut 
circle (234E). Field survey identified a spread of at least 20 small cairns situated on a 
heather covered terrace. The cairns are spread over an area of at least 150m by 100m. 
There were no remains of the possible hut-circle recorded previously by the NMRS.  

Proposed Access for Tower 236  

10.7.7.22 A hut circle (236E) was identified on a terrace of a South West facing slope of Cnoc Bad 
a’ Chragaidh hill c.10m North of the proposed access track for tower 236.  

10.7.7.23 Prehistoric ritual and burial features were also present within 50m of the route of the 
proposed access tracks. A standing stone (236F) is situated 500m E of Remusaig, and 
the remains of a burial cairn (236D) are situated North East of the standing stone.  

10.7.7.24 The remains of several medieval or later farmsteads / townships were present within 
20m of the proposed access route. These included a farmstead (236B); a township 
(236A), an enclosure (236C) and buildings (236G).  

10.7.7.25 The SMR records the presence of a post-medieval grain mill (236H) at Remusaig. Field 
survey identified the remains of a poorly preserved structure at the location previously 
recorded by the SMR. The structure was defined by a single coursed wall measuring 
0.5m high and filled with dumped farm rubbish c.20m South of the proposed access 
track. This may be the remnant of the grain mill.  

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.7.26 A substantial number of archaeological sites ranging in date from the prehistoric to the 
post-medieval periods were identified along the route of the existing overhead 
transmission line between Knockarthur and Kinnauld and within 50m of the proposed 
access tracks in this area. The archaeological sites were spread along the length of the 
overhead transmission line within both pasture surrounding the settlements of 
Knockarthur and Kinnauld and rocky upland areas N of Kinnauld. The concentration of 
sites within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line suggests that the potential 
for the survival of further buried archaeological sites and features within this area is high. 

10.7.8 Kinnauld to Sidhean Mor (Towers 246 – 279) 

10.7.8.1 There are no SAMs, Listed Buildings or Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes 
within either 100m of the existing overhead transmission line or 50m of the proposed 
access track between towers 245-279.  

10.7.8.2 There is one NSR site, a farmstead (251.1), within 100m of the existing overhead 
transmission line and four NSR sites, a corn drying kiln (253A), dyke / enclosure/ hut 
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circle (253Ba&b), a corn-drying kiln (253C) and a township (253D) within 50m of the 
proposed access for tower 253. All of the sites are designated Code R in the SMR and 
are of regional importance. 

10.7.8.3 In total twenty non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified within the study 
corridors between Kinnauld and Sidhean Mor (towers 245-279). This includes fifteen 
non-designated cultural heritage sites within 100m of the existing overhead transmission 
line and five non-designated cultural heritage sites within 50m of the proposed access 
track for tower 253. The majority of sites identified in this area are medieval or later 
settlement remains, particularly concentrated around Dalnamein in Strath Carnaig.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric settlement 

10.7.8.4 The remains of a poorly preserved hut circle (268.1) were identified approximately 200m 
from the East end of Loch Buidhe and over 50m South of the existing overhead 
transmission line. A hut circle was also identified at Dalnamein (253.2).  

Medieval or Later Settlement  

10.7.8.5 A series of medieval or later settlement features were identified, particularly at 
Dalnamein and probably relate to a former township at this location. These include a 
farmstead (251.1); an area of rig and furrow cultivation (251.2); an enclosure (251.3); 
and the remains of corn drying kiln (253.2). This township is situated on the North bank 
of the Abhainn an’t-Strath Carnaig burn and is surrounded by an area of improved 
pasture. The farmstead (251.2) is depicted on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map as 
an unroofed building and enclosure indicating that the township had been deserted at 
least before the late 19th century. 

10.7.8.6 The remains of two further medieval or later farmsteads (267.2, 275.1) are present to 
the West of Dalnamein. Farmstead (267.2) is situated on the South bank of the Abhainn 
an’t-Strath Carnaig burn. The second farmstead (275.1), consisting of the remains of a 
long building and possibly contemporary enclosures (274.1) and field banks (257.1, 
274.2, 277.1), is located at the West end of Loch Buidhe close to the Allt Garbh-airigh 
burn which runs into the loch. The remnants of an enclosure (256.2), a possible turf and 
stone structure (256.1) and stone / turf field bank (258.1) were identified further West of 
Dalnamein within an area of rough pasture close to the river and underlying the existing 
overhead transmission line. These features are possibly contemporary with the 
Dalnamein township (251.1-3, 253.2).  

Miscellaneous Features 

10.7.8.7 The Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map records the presence of a boat house (267.1) at 
the East end of Loch Buidhe c.100m North of the existing overhead transmission line. 
No visible upstanding remains of the boat house were identified during the survey, 
however a slip way at the East end of the loch was identified and this is likely to have 
been associated with the former boat house. 

10.7.8.8 The Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map also records the location of a 600 yard firing 
range (249.1) within 100m of the overhead transmission line. No visible remains of the 
firing range were identified during the field survey.  
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Proposed Access for Tower 253 

10.7.8.9 Seven non-designated sites were identified within 50m of the proposed access track for 
tower 253. These are all medieval or later in date.  

10.7.8.10 Township (253D) is situated immediately North of the Strath Carnaig burn at Dalnamein. 
The area has been substantially settled since the medieval period and the remains of a 
large township is present at Dalnamein, including corn-drying kilns (253A, 253C), a 
building (253F) and an enclosure / building (253G). These features form part of the 
township together with further structures identified immediately North West (see existing 
overhead transmission line above 251.1, 251.2, 251.3, 253.2).  

10.7.8.11 Fragmentary remains of a prehistoric settlement (253Ba&b) are also present immediate 
West of the medieval township. This settlement comprises one hut circle, at least two 
clearance cairns, possible contemporary stone and turf banks, and a possible burnt 
mound. 

10.7.8.12 The SMR records the location of a slag spotfind (253E) close to the township at 
Dalnamein. No further remains / finds were identified during the field survey. 

10.7.8.13 The area around Dalnamein was recorded in detail by the Tain Archaeological Group in 
1995 (MacDonald 1995).   

Proposed Access for Tower 261 

10.7.8.14 Two sites were identified at least 40m from the proposed access route to tower 261. 
Field survey identified the remains of what may be a small area of peat cuttings (261A) 
spread over an area of c.35 long by 20m. A quarry (261B) was also identified 
immediately South of the Loch Buidhe public road. The quarry is roughly circular in plan 
and was probably excavated during the construction or maintenance of the public road.  

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.8.15 Many of the archaeological sites identified within 100m of the existing overhead 
transmission line are concentrated around Dalnamein, within an area of improved 
pasture on the North side of Strath Carnaig. Further isolated medieval or later features 
are identified along the route of the existing overhead transmission line where it runs 
past Loch Buidhe where the ground is wet and boggy. However, medieval or later sites 
are present outside the study area to the North of Loch Buidhe.  Prehistoric settlement 
remains have also been identified around Dalnamein and further west. The potential for 
buried archaeological remains to survive particularly in areas of drier improved / rough 
pasture is high, and moderate elsewhere.   

10.7.9 Sidhean Mor to Kincardine (Towers 280 – 320) 

10.7.9.1 There are two SAMs within 50m of the proposed access track for tower 293.  

10.7.9.2 The NMRS records the presence of a large chambered cairn (293C) measuring 19.8m 
in diameter and 2.7m high at Carn Laith. In addition, the remains of a hut circle (293D) 
are present immediately South West of the chambered cairn. Both are designated 
together as a SAM (SAM 1785). The chambered cairn was identified during the field 
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survey. However access to the features was restricted due to livestock in the area and 
the baseline conditions of both sites could not be recorded.  

10.7.9.3 The NMRS and SMR record the location of Category B listed Invercharron gate and 
gateposts (302.1) at NH 5905 9166 and within 100m of the existing overhead 
transmission line. No visible remains of the gate and gateposts were identified at the 
grid reference previously recorded by the NMRS and SMR; the recorded location for the 
features is within an area of forestry plantation.  

10.7.9.4 The Category C(s) listed Invercharron House (300C) is present within 50m of the 
proposed access track for tower 300. 

10.7.9.5 There is one NSR site (Code V) within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line - 
hut circles / field system (290.1) - which is very probably of national importance.  

10.7.9.6 There are six NSR sites (Code V) within 50m of the proposed access routes to towers 
300 and 311. They include an ice house (300B), church yard gates (311E), a sculptured 
stone (311F), a churchyard (311G), a church (311H) and a memorial (311K). All are very 
probably of national importance.  

10.7.9.7 There are five NSR sites (Code R) within 100m of the existing overhead transmission 
line including two hut circles with field systems (295.1, 296.1) and three farmsteads 
(284.1, 296.2, 314.1). In addition, there are four NSR sites (Code R) within 50m of the 
proposed access tracks for towers 282, 284 and 311 including three farmsteads (282A, 
311B, 311C) and a township (284A). All are of regional importance. 

10.7.9.8 Forty six other non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified within the study 
corridor. They include forty non-designated cultural heritage sites within 100m of the 
existing overhead transmission line and six non-designated sites within 50m of the 
proposed access tracks for towers 282, 284, 293, 300 and 311.  

10.7.9.9 These sites ranged in date from the prehistoric period to the 20th century and include a 
series of hut circles, the remains of a broch, numerous medieval or later farmsteads 
including associated agricultural features, a rifle range, and a series of military 
installations dating to the Second World War.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric and Medieval or later settlement 

10.7.9.10 A number of prehistoric and medieval or later features were identified around the 
present settlement at Craigton c.60m to either side of the existing overhead 
transmission line. A hut circle and associated field system (281.1) are present 
underlying the overhead transmission line. Further field banks (281.2, 281.3, 283.2), an 
enclosure (283.1) and the remains of a possible kiln (283.3) also within this area are 
more likely to be medieval or later in date forming part of the ruined farmstead at 
Badbog (See 282A) or part of a farmstead (284.1) located c.150m to the South East.  

10.7.9.11 Prehistoric and medieval or later settlement is concentrated around Strath Sutherland 
close to current villages of Bonar Bridge, Ardgay and Kincardine. A well preserved 
prehistoric landscape comprising of a series of substantial cairnfields and associated hut 
circles (290.1, 291.1, 292.1, 292.2, 294.1, 296.1) is present within 100m of the overhead 
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transmission line, situated on a slight ridge overlooking the present settlement at Bonar 
Bridge just South of Maikle Wood. The cairnfield (294.1) at Airdens is particularly well-
preserved, comprising at least 15 large clearance cairns, measuring 1-5m in diameter, 
spread over an area c.100m across, in an area of rough pasture on a South facing 
slope. The poorly preserved remains of a hut circle were also identified close to the 
cairns. 

10.7.9.12 The quantity of medieval or later features within this area is high. Within 100m of the 
overhead transmission line ten townships / farmstead were identified. All are generally 
well preserved. The majority of farmsteads / townships are present at Upper Ardchronie 
just South of Kincardine. The remains of a substantial medieval or later agricultural 
landscape are preserved between towers 306 – 315. These include five field banks 
(306.2, 306.3, 306.5, 307.2, 310.3), six farmsteads (307.1, 307.3, 312.1, 312.2, 313.1, 
314.1), a hollow-way (310.1), one field system (311.1) and two townships (315.1, 316.1). 
Further isolated medieval or later settlement and agriculture features are present just 
North of Bonar Bridge, including peat cuttings (286.1), a building (293.2), an enclosure 
(294.2), two farmsteads (288.1, 296.2).  

10.7.9.13 The best example of a township (316.1), within this route corridor section, consists of 
seven rectangular long buildings and associated field systems. Two of the buildings are 
still roofed and in good condition with the remains of internal features still preserved. 
The presence of a brick-built bathroom attached to one of the long buildings indicates 
that this building at least was still occupied in the 19th / 20th century. A series of 
enclosures and field banks survive surrounding the township, and there are the remains 
of a small kale yard associated with one of the buildings. Many elements of the 
farmstead lie directly under the route of the existing overhead transmission line. 

10.7.9.14 The remains of substantial post-medieval farmstead (296.2) are also present to the 
North West of Bonar Bridge, just South West of a large cairnfield (295.1) and directly 
underlying the overhead transmission line. This farmstead is extremely well-preserved, 
consisting of a long building of stone and mortar construction with attached barn, two 
large enclosures, numerous dry-stone walls which are probably remnants of further 
buildings, several clearance cairns and trackways.  

Site of Battle  

10.7.9.15 The Ordnance Survey 1st and 2nd Edition maps record the alleged site of a battle 
(295.4) at Carn Laith between the Scots and Danes in AD 1031. No visible remains of 
the alleged battlefield were identified during the field survey.  

Miscellaneous Features 

10.7.9.16 Six sites of 19th / 20th century date were identified at Airdens and Bonar Bridge. A 600 
yard rifle range (293.1) is located in front of a natural hill at Airdens which acts as a 
bullet stop. The metalwork of the two targets remains, in addition to the remains of a 
wooden shed which held the targets. The whole site is covered in dense gorse bushes 
and is hard to distinguish. 

10.7.9.17 The SMR records the location of a military installation (297.1) at NC 605 926. There 
were no visible remains of the military installation within the study area close to the 
previously recorded location of this site. 
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10.7.9.18 The locations of four Second World War pillboxes (298.1, 300.1) are present at Bonar 
Bridge. No remains of the pillboxes (298.1) were identified within the study corridor at 
the locations recorded by the SMR.  

10.7.9.19 The derelict remains of a post-medieval cottage (304.1) with a modern lean-to was 
identified at Ardgay just within 100m of the overhead transmission line on the North side 
of the main public road running from Cornhill to Lower Gledfield. 

10.7.9.20 A small quarry (310.2) was probably excavated for gravel used in the construction and / 
or maintenance of the hollow way.  

10.7.9.21 A series of possible field banks and enclosures (303.1) were visible on the aerial 
photographs from 1940s at Invercharron. No visible remains of the field banks were 
identified during the field survey. The area now forms part of a forestry plantation.  

Proposed Access for Tower 282   

10.7.9.22 One cultural heritage site was identified within 20m of the access route to tower 282, the 
ruined medieval or later farmstead of Badbog (282A). The farmstead comprises 
numerous structures, field boundaries and areas of rig and furrow cultivation that are 
intersected by an existing access track.  

Proposed Access for Tower 284 

10.7.9.23 The NMRS and SMR record the presence of one site within 50m of the proposed access 
track for tower 284, a township (284A) comprising seven roofed and two unroofed 
buildings and enclosures. It was not possible to access this site during the field survey 
therefore the baseline for the proposed access track to tower 284 has not been 
assessed.  

Proposed Access for Tower 293 

10.7.9.24 The poorly preserved remains of two small clearance cairns (293A, 293B), close to the 
present settlement at Drumlea, were identified within 5m of the proposed access track. 
Two scheduled sites, chambered cairn (293C) and hut circle (293D) were also identified 
within 80m of the proposed access track for tower 293 (see above for descriptions).  

Proposed Access for Tower 300  

10.7.9.25 Two cultural heritage site were identified within 50m of the proposed access track for 
tower 300. The SMR records the location of an ice house (300B) just West of 
Invercharron House. The Category C(s) Listed Invercharron House (300C) is present 
within 50m of the proposed access track.  

Proposed Access for Tower 311 

10.7.9.26 Eleven cultural heritage sites were identified within 50m of the proposed access to tower 
311. The majority of these sites are associated with the church (311H) at Kincardine and 
lay beyond the targeted 20m study corridor. These include enclosure (311A), farmstead 
(311B), churchyard gates (311E), churchyard (311G), symbol stone (311J), memorial 
(311K) and sculptured stone (311F). .  
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10.7.9.27 The NMRS and SMR record that a silver coin of James VI was discovered whilst 
building a new boundary wall around the church (311I) in 1838. 

10.7.9.28 Two sites within 20m of the proposed access are a ruined farmstead (311C) and a water 
mill (311D). The farmstead comprises one unroofed building reduced to a turf covered 
wall footing 0.6m high. A section of dry-stone wall was also visible following the course 
of a small stream and is probably contemporary with the farmstead. The water mill 
(311D) has been renovated and now forms a residential home.  

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.9.29 Numerous large and well-preserved settlement sites ranging in date from the prehistoric 
to the medieval and later periods were identified in improved pasture surrounding the 
current settlements of Bonar Bridge and Kincardine. The evidence indicates that these 
areas were intensively settled from prehistory onwards and the potential for further 
buried archaeology to survive within these areas is high.  

10.7.10 Kincardine to Baldoon (Towers 321 – 365) 

10.7.10.1 There are no SAMs, Listed buildings, Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes or 
NSR sites within the study corridors between Kincardine and Baldoon. 

10.7.10.2 One NSR site, farmstead (357A) is within 50m of the proposed access route to tower 
357A. The site is designated Code R in the SMR and is of regional importance.  

10.7.10.3 Seven non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified between Kincardine and 
Baldoon. They include six sites within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line 
and one site within 50m of the proposed access tracks for tower 335.  

10.7.10.4 The sites include the remains of a number of medieval or later townships and associated 
agricultural features such as enclosures, peat cuttings and shieling huts.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.10.5 Two medieval or later deserted townships (342.1, 343.1) comprising a series of 
buildings, enclosures and other features such as corn-drying kilns were identified on the 
North and South sides of the Allt Muigh Bhlaraidh just South of Struie. A series of 
substantial medieval enclosures (341.1) were also identified to the North of the 
townships and are probably contemporary in date, forming part of the cultivated land for 
township (342.1). 

10.7.10.6 An enclosure (326.1) and a shieling hut (326.2) were identified at Corriefearn on the 
North side of the Allt Mor. The enclosure lies c.100m to the West of the existing 
overhead transmission line and forms part of a farmstead at Corriefearn. The farmstead 
buildings are located South West of the enclosure and outside the study corridor. The 
shieling hut (326.2) is situated almost directly under the existing overhead transmission 
line. 

10.7.10.7 A series of linear hollows (324.1) within an area of peat were identified immediately 
South West of Struie Wood crossing directly underneath the overhead transmission line. 
The hollows measured 50m by 20m and are probably the remnants of peat cuttings.  
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Proposed Access to Tower 335 

10.7.10.8 One cultural heritage site was identified within 50m of the proposed access route to 
tower 335. A quarry (335A) was identified during field survey close to the North East end 
of the proposed access route. It is situated immediately West of the main public road 
and was probably formed during construction and/or maintenance of the road.  

Proposed Access for Tower 357 

10.7.10.9 One cultural heritage site was identified within 20m of the proposed access track for 
tower 357, consisting of the remains of a farmstead (357A). The farmstead comprises a 
rectangular long house, a series of enclosures and an extensive area of improved land 
all surrounded by a boundary wall. The farmstead extends to either side of the existing 
modern track.  

Archaeological Potential  

10.7.10.10 The existing overhead transmission line runs from Struie Wood to Cnoc an t-Strathaidh 
crossing areas of upland rough pasture. Sporadic medieval or later archaeological sites 
were identified along the existing overhead transmission line; particularly at Struie and 
Allt Muigh Bhlaraidh. The quantity of archaeological sites within the study corridors is 
however low and the potential for further buried archaeological features to survive 
between towers 321–365 is low / moderate with buried remains potentially surviving in 
areas of peat.   

10.7.11 Baldoon to Novar (Towers 366 – 380) 

10.7.11.1 One SAM is present within 50m of the proposed access track for tower 366. A 
chambered cairn (366A) (SAM 4753) is located on the upper slopes of Cnoc Strathy and 
within c.10m of the proposed access track route. The monument has been disturbed in 
the past and only seven stones are still in situ, the remains of the cairn having been 
reduced to ground level.  

10.7.11.2 There is one Listed Building within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line. 
Moultaive House (379.1), listed Category C(s), is located North of Novar Estates and is 
c.80m from the overhead transmission line that runs past on the East side. The building 
is currently occupied and forms a private residence. 

10.7.11.3 The existing overhead transmission line runs through the East end of the Historic 
Garden and Designed Landscape at Ardross Castle (373.1). Ardross Castle policies 
extend to create a parkland landscape character from Imchlumpie Wood to Dalneich 
Bridge. The Castle and its surrounding estate is an important 19th century landscape, 
central to the character of the Averon valley. At the core of the landscape are early 20th 
century formal gardens. From the castle terrace a panoramic view extends West over 
the hills of Strath Mor and southwards, over the wooded Averon valley below and across 
the Lealthy parkland on the valley slopes of Cnoc Crask, with Ben Wyvis beyond. Views 
from the Lealthy parkland are also important. To the East of the castle a major vista 
extends from the East, entrance façade of the Castle and across the formal Edwardian 
gardens. These form the central design axis. The policies include several sites of 
archaeological interest. Ardross Castle is surrounded by woodland which screen the 
building from the existing overhead transmission line that runs passed c.1.5km on the 
East side.  
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10.7.11.4 Eleven non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified within the study corridors 
between Baldoon and Novar (towers 366-379). They include nine non-designated 
cultural heritage sites identified within 100m of the existing overhead transmission line 
and two non-designated cultural heritage sites within 50m of the proposed access routes 
to towers 366 and 377.  

10.7.11.5 The sites consist principally of prehistoric or medieval and later land use features 
including farm buildings, clearance cairns and field banks.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric Features 

10.7.11.6 The remnants of potentially prehistoric agricultural activity within the study corridor is 
indicated by the remains of three clearance cairns (376.1) at Dalreoch Wood, c.100m 
West of the existing overhead transmission line. 

10.7.11.7 The SMR records the presence of a farmstead at Alness (370.1). Field survey identified 
the farmstead which is currently occupied.  

Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.11.8 The remains of a building (367.1) were identified within an area of recently felled forestry 
plantation just South of the current B9176 public road and 100m West of the existing 
overhead transmission line. The building consists of the poorly preserved remains of a 
rectangular long building of stone and mortar construction. The structure is depicted on 
the Ordnance Survey 1st and 2nd Edition maps. The remains of two further possible 
buildings (368.1, 378.2) were identified at Glaick and North West of Balnacraig; both 
structures were extremely poorly preserved. The remains at Balnacraig (378.2) are 
located almost directly under the existing overhead transmission line. 

10.7.11.9 A series of poorly preserved field banks (366.1, 368.2, 377.1, 378.1) were identified 
running parallel with the overhead transmission line within improved pasture close to 
Glaick and Balnacraig. The banks do not follow the line of the current field layout and 
are likely to be remnants of an earlier farming landscape.  

Proposed Access for Tower 367  

10.7.11.10 One SAM is present within 50m of the proposed access tracks for tower 365-367 (see 
above 366A). One non-designated cultural heritage site was identified within 50m of the 
proposed access tracks, peat cuttings (366B) spread over an area c.450m by 300m 
extending outside the study corridor.  

Proposed Access for Tower 377 

10.7.11.11 One non-designated cultural heritage sites was identified within 50m of the proposed 
access tracks between towers 377 and 378. A 20th century road bridge (377A) carries 
the current public road across the Alness River and forms part of an existing track / road 
proposed to be used for gaining access to tower 377.  
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Archaeological Potential 

10.7.11.12 The quantity of archaeological sites identified within the study corridors between towers 
366 and 379 is low. The overhead transmission line runs across areas of improved fields 
that have been substantially ploughed or land occupied by modern forestry plantations. 
Nevertheless, the presence of occasional isolated medieval or later agricultural features 
does indicate that this area was settled from at least the medieval period and the 
potential for buried archaeological sites to survive is at least moderate. In addition, the 
Historic Garden and Designed Landscape of Ardross Castle is in its own right a very 
sensitive historic landscape feature.  

10.7.12 Novar House (Towers  381 – 399) 

10.7.12.1 There are no SAMs, Listed buildings or NSR sites within the study corridor at Novar 
House (towers 380 – 399). 

10.7.12.2 The existing overhead transmission line runs through the North West side of the Historic 
Garden and Designed Landscape of Novar House (390.1). The policies of Novar House 
are a unique example of an 18th century formal layout combining ideals of land and 
economic improvement with strict ‘military’ organisation which was developed between 
1770 and 1805 and has stayed relatively unchanged since. The policies were designed 
by General Sir Hector Munro who was influenced by his Indian military campaigns. The 
policies are of outstanding historical importance and include some archaeological 
interest.   

10.7.12.3 One NSR site is within 50m of the proposed access track for tower 390. Farmstead 
(390A) is designated Code R in the SMR and is of regional importance.  

10.7.12.4 Nine non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified at Novar House within the 
study corridor. These include seven non-designated cultural heritage sites within 100m 
of the existing overhead transmission line and two non-designated cultural heritage sites 
within 50m of the proposed access routes for towers 388 and 394. They comprise two 
prehistoric cist burials uncovered in 1865 and a series of medieval or later agricultural 
land use features. 

10.7.12.5 A large area of land surrounding Novar House is covered in forestry plantation and the 
field survey was mostly limited to the forestry ride either side of the overhead 
transmission line. 

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric Burial Cists 

10.7.12.6 The NMRS and SMR record that two cists burials (387.1) were uncovered in 1865 close 
to Fyrish Farm (387.2). One contained a human inhumation, a beaker and a bracer. 
Further fieldwork carried out by the RCAHMS identified a large irregular shaped stone 
slab at NH 6182 6899, which may be the remains of one of the cist burials. The area 
surrounding Fyrish Farm has been extensively ploughed and recent field survey did not 
identify the stone slab previously recorded by the NMRS.  
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Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.12.7 Isolated medieval or later structures and agricultural features were identified close to 
Novar Estates. The poorly preserved remains of a farmstead (386.1) was located North 
East of the present farm at Fyrish, c.80m South East of the existing overhead 
transmission line. This consists of two rectangular long buildings measuring 13m long 
and 5m wide.  

10.7.12.8 Fragments of turf and stone field banks (384.1, 394.1) were also identified close to the 
boundary of Novar Estates, both c.100m South East of the existing overhead 
transmission line, and may have originally formed part of a boundary surrounding Novar 
House. A substantial field system (393.1), consisting of a series of field banks, was also 
visible on aerial photographs immediately North of Novar Estates. The location of the 
field system now falls within a forestry plantation and no remains were identified during 
the field survey.   

10.7.12.9 Remnants of rig and furrow cultivation (398.1) were identified c.150m North West of 
Assynt House and c.100m East of the current forestry plantation and this probably 
formed part of a pre-improvement field system that covered the whole of this area.  

Proposed Access for Tower 388 

10.7.12.10 The NMRS and SMR record the discovery of three quern stones (388A), of an unknown 
date, within the garden at Fyrish Farm. The findspot was outside the 20m targeted study 
corridor and was not visited during the field survey.  

Proposed Access for Tower 390 

10.7.12.11 The NMRS and SMR record the presence of a farmstead at the Mains of Novar (390A). 
Access to Novar House Gardens was restricted and the building could not be assessed.  

Proposed Access for Tower 394 

10.7.12.12 The SMR records that a single unroofed building, thought to be kennels (394A) for 
Novar House, is depicted on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition map. Access to Novar 
House Gardens was restricted and the building could not be assessed.  

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.12.13 Fragments of medieval or later agricultural features and settlement were identified 
particularly North West and North East of Novar Estates, within 100m of the existing 
overhead transmission line. In addition, rig and furrow cultivation visible North West of 
Novar Estates indicates that this area was possibly cultivated from the medieval period 
onwards, although forestry plantation to the North West of Novar Estates appears to 
have disturbed much of this medieval or later agricultural landscape. A prehistoric burial 
cairn and cists within Novar Estates also indicates that there was some prehistoric 
activity within this area. The potential for further buried archaeological remains to survive 
within the study corridor is moderate. In addition, the Historic Garden and Designed 
Landscape of Novar House is in its own right a very sensitive historic landscape feature. 
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10.7.13 Novar to Fluchlady (towers 400 – 414) 

10.7.13.1 No SAMs, Listed Buildings or Historic Garden and Designed Landscape were identified 
within the study corridors between Novar and Fluchlady.  A cup-marked stone (404A) at 
Knockancurin is almost certainly of national importance (NSR Code C).  

10.7.13.2 Sixteen non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified between towers 400 and 
414. These include twelve non-designated cultural heritage sites within 100m of the 
existing overhead transmission line and four non-designated cultural heritage sites 
within 50m of the proposed access tracks for towers 404, 406 and 410.  

10.7.13.3 Sites identified within the study corridors include a prehistoric burial cairn uncovered in 
1860, a series of medieval or later farmsteads, and a post-medieval mill lade.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric Burial Cairn 

10.7.13.4 The Ordnance survey 1st and 2nd Edition maps record the location of a burial cairn 
(405.1) and inhumation uncovered in 1860 just North of Corriefoulis farm and within 
100m of the overhead transmission line. No trace of the cairn was identified at the 
previously recorded location.  

10.7.13.5 Two clearance cairns (410.1, 412.1) of possible prehistoric date were identified within 
c.20m of the existing overhead transmission line close to Culbin.  

Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.13.6 The remains of three medieval or later farmsteads (407.3, 408.1, 410.2) are situated 
close to Strongrave in conjunction with two possible structures (407.1, 407.2), a building 
(400.1) and fragmentary remains of medieval or later agricultural landscape including a 
dry-stone wall (406.1). The majority of these sites lie within c.20m of the existing 
overhead transmission line. 

10.7.13.7 The Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map records the location of a mill lade (411.1) within 
80m of the existing overhead transmission line. There were no visible remains of the mill 
lade identified during the field survey.  

Proposed Access to Towers 404 and 406 

10.7.13.8 Cup marks (404A) are recorded on a sub-rectangular slab lying to the North East side of 
a field gate close to Knockancurin farm. The NMRS and SMR suggest that the stone 
has been removed from its original position. The site lay beyond the targeted 20m field 
survey corridor and was not visited during the field survey.  

10.7.13.9 The NMRS and SMR record the a documentary reference to a burgh at Foulis (406A). 
Field survey of the area did not identify any visible upstanding remains of this burgh 
within the study corridor.  

Proposed Access to Towers 410 and 411 

10.7.13.10 The NMRS and SMR record that a Bronze Age flanged axe (410A) was recovered 
during ploughing at Culbin.  
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10.7.13.11 Field survey identified two cultural heritage sites within 50m of the proposed access 
track for towers 410 and 411 - a wall (410B) and a bank (410C). All that survives of the 
wall (410B) is a spread of stone 1-1.2m wide running parallel with a modern field drain 
and wire and post fence. A fragment of stone and turf bank (410C) also survives 
immediately North West of the field wall. It terminates to the South West beside a 
modern farm track which leads to the farm steading at Yellow Wells.   

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.13.12 The existing overhead transmission line runs across rough pasture. Frequent medieval 
or later settlement and agricultural features are present close to the route of the 
overhead transmission line, particularly around current settlement areas such as 
Strongrave, Culbin and Fluchlady. The potential for further buried archaeological 
remains to be preserved within this area is moderate.  

10.7.14 Fluchlady to Dunglass (Towers 415 – 439) 

10.7.14.1 There are no SAMs within the study corridors between Fluchlady and Dunglass.  

10.7.14.2 Seaforth Sanatorium Centre (435.1), listed Category B, is located c.80m East of the 
existing overhead transmission line. The building is currently in use. The Category A 
listed Caisteal Gorah folly (417A) is within 50m of the proposed access for towers 417-
421. The castle stands on a hill top over looking Tulloch Castle and consists of two-
storey circular ‘ruined’ tower with flanking single storey quadrants linking outer square 
terminal block which are all in rubble. The folly was designed by Robert Adams, 
specifically as a ‘ruinous castle’, in 1789-90.  

10.7.14.3 The existing overhead transmission line runs through the East end of Historic Garden 
and Designed Landscape of Brahan (438.1). Brahan lies on the South facing slope of 
Brahan Hill between Mayburgh and Moy. The designed landscape dates from the 17th 
century with 18th and 19th century improvements and is associated with the Earls of 
Seaforth. The Estate parkland is highly significant in the landscape of the Conan valley 
and has outstanding historical value. 

10.7.14.4 Two NSR sites (Code R) - Drynie house (422A) and a residential building (430A) - are 
within 50m of the proposed accesses to towers 422 and 430 respectively, and are of 
regional importance.   

10.7.14.5 Eighteen non-designated cultural heritage sites were identified between towers 415-439. 
They include sixteen non-designated cultural heritage sites within 100m of the existing 
overhead transmission line and two non-designated cultural heritage sites within 50m of 
the proposed access tracks for towers 422, 429 and 430.  

10.7.14.6 The sites identified comprise a prehistoric burial cairn (421.2), and fragmentary remains 
of a medieval or later agricultural landscape concentrated around present towns of 
Dingwall and Maryburgh. A 19th century curling pond (437.2) was also recorded situated 
at Maryburgh and a modern farmhouse (434.1) recorded by the NMRS is located at 
Bakerhill just within the 100m study corridor.  
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Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric Burial Cairn 

10.7.14.7 Field survey identified what may be the remains of a burial cairn (421.2) approximately 
10m from the overhead transmission line, which passes on the South East, at Tulloch 
Hill. The burial cairn comprises a circular grass covered mound c.7m in diameter and 
1.5m high. Kerbing stones are visible around the edge of the mound and two vertical 
slabs or orthostats lying at 90 degrees are visible towards the centre of the mound and 
may represent a burial cist. There is no capstone evident and the mound has been 
damaged by rabbit burrowing. 

10.7.14.8 The remains of four clearance cairns, possibly of prehistoric date, were identified North 
of Drynie (422.1, 422.2) and North West of Maryburgh (437.1), all within c. 20m of the 
overhead transmission line.  

Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.14.9 Fragmentary remains of medieval or later farmsteads and associated field banks are 
present close to both the current settlements of Dingwall and Maryburgh. These include 
a building (417.1); four field banks (419.1, 420.1, 420.2, 421.1) and the remnants of a 
dry-stone field boundary (431.1) which is probably post-medieval in date. The majority of 
these sites intersect the route of the overhead transmission line. 

10.7.14.10 The Ordnance Survey 1st Edition depicts the location of a well (436.1) just South of the 
present line of the A835 public road and the Ordnance Survey 1st and 2nd Edition maps 
depicts a further well (422.3) just c.20m from the location of tower 423. No visible 
upstanding remains of either well were identified during the field survey.  

10.7.14.11 The Ordnance Survey 1st and 2nd Edition maps record the location of a rectangular 
curling pond (437.2) close to the West side of Maryburgh, c.20m South East of the 
overhead transmission line. The area was covered in dense vegetation and trees, which 
limited visibility; no visible remains of the curling pond were discernable.   

Miscellaneous Features 

10.7.14.12 A mound (425.1) of unknown date was identified during the field survey c.60m to the 
East of the overhead transmission line. The mound measures 5m in diameter and 2m 
high. It is overgrown with vegetation and has loose shattered stone and gravel eroding 
from a section. The function of this mound is unknown although it potentially could be 
the remains of a burial cairn.  

10.7.14.13 Field survey recorded a large circular crop mark (426.1), measuring c.10m in diameter, 
approximately 60m from the overhead transmission line, which runs past on the East 
side. The crop mark may indicate the location of a buried enclosure just North of the 
River Peffery. 

Proposed Access to Towers 414 - 416 

10.7.14.14 Field survey identified two cultural heritage sites within c.10m of the proposed access 
track including a post-medieval farmstead (415A) and the fragmentary remains of a 
stone and turf field bank (415B). Both sites are located close to the current settlement at 
Fluchlady and form elements of a post-medieval agricultural landscape. The farmstead 
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(415A) comprises the remains of a mortared stone house close to the partly demolished 
remains of a second stone built farmhouse approximately 50m to the South West.  

Proposed Access for Tower 417 - 423 

10.7.14.15 The NMRS and SMR record that a Category A Listed folly (417A) stands within 50m of 
the proposed access track for tower 417 (see above for description). 

10.7.14.16 The NMRS records the presence of a house at Drynie (422A) within 20m of the 
proposed access route. The house is currently occupied, forming a private residence.  

Proposed Access Track for Tower 428 - 431  

10.7.14.17 One cultural heritage site was identified within 20m of the proposed access to tower 
430. The NMRS records that a record exists within the Scottish Record Office (430A) 
noting that wright work was undertaken at Blackwells.  

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.14.18 The majority of sites identified along the route of the existing overhead transmission line 
are the remains of medieval or later settlement or associated agricultural features. 
Potential prehistoric sites were also identified. The majority of sites were situated in 
pasture land to the North of Dingwall and Maryburgh and the potential for buried 
features to survive is at least moderate. No visible remains of a number of sites, 
previously recorded on the Ordnance Survey maps close to the current settlements of 
Dingwall and Maryburgh, were identified during the field survey. Extensive settlement 
and building around these settlement areas is likely to have disturbed or destroyed 
earlier features. In addition, the Historic Garden and Designed Landscape of Brahan is 
in its own right a very sensitive historic landscape feature. 

10.7.15 Dunglass to Beauly (Towers 441 – 474) 

10.7.15.1 There are no SAMs or Historic Gardens and Designed Landscape within the study 
corridor between Dunglas and Beauly (towers 440-472). 

10.7.15.2 One Listed building was identified within 100m of the existing overhead transmission 
line. Balblair Free Church (472.1), Category C(s) listed, is situated c.40m to the East of 
the overhead transmission line. The building is currently in use. Conon Mains, Category 
B Listed (446A) stands within 50m of the proposed access to tower 446. The steading 
has been renovated and now forms residential homes.  Old Ord Mains House, also 
category B listed (454A) stands close to the proposed access to tower 455.   

10.7.15.3 One NSR site, cropmarks (444A), is within 50m of the proposed access track for tower 
444. This site is designated Code C in the SMR and is almost certainly importance of 
national importance.  

10.7.15.4 There are four NSR sites of regional importance (Code R) within 100m of the existing 
overhead transmission line including the walled gardens for Highfield House (451.1), two 
farmsteads (459.1, 460.1) and a hut circle at Teanalonaig (470.1).  

10.7.15.5 In addition, one NSR (Code R) is present within 50m of the proposed access track for 
tower 460, a building (460A) recorded at Teandalloch.  
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10.7.15.6 Thirty five non-designated cultural heritage sites were recorded between Dunglass and 
Beauly (towers 440-472). They include twenty seven non-designated sites within 100m 
of the existing overhead transmission line and eight non-designated sites within 50m of 
the proposed access tracks. 

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

Prehistoric Feature 

10.7.15.7 The faint outline of a possible hut circle (470.1), measuring c.8m in diameter and defined 
by an increased length of vegetation was identified North of Wester Balblair and c.90m 
South East of the existing overhead transmission line. 

10.7.15.8 Three isolated clearance cairns (451.3, 453.1, 454.1) which may potentially be 
prehistoric in date were identified to the South West of Highfield House and North West 
of Ord Mains.  

Medieval or Later Settlement and Agricultural Features 

10.7.15.9 The majority of sites consist of isolated remains of medieval and post-medieval 
agricultural features dispersed in areas of improved arable land principally around the 
towns of Muir of Ord and Beauly. They include the remnants of two stone and turf field 
banks (451.4, 457.4), fragments of six dry-stone wall field boundaries (455.1, 456.2, 
456.3, 457.1, 457.2); the poorly preserved remains of farmsteads and other buildings 
(459.1, 460.2, 464.1, 471.1), a possible enclosure or quarry scoop (459.2); a possible 
hollow way (462.3); and a ditch (470.2). The majority of the sites lie within c.20m of the 
overhead transmission line.  

10.7.15.10 The Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map depicts the location of a farmstead (460.1) 
consisting of one unroofed building and enclosure at Aultvaich. No visible up-standing 
remains of the farmstead were identified during the field survey, which appears to have 
been destroyed during the development of a new residence.   

10.7.15.11 The Ordnance Survey 1st and 2nd Edition maps record the presence of two wells 
(441.2, 464.2) at Dunglass and Croyard Brae. No visible upstanding remains of these 
wells were identified during the field survey.  

19th Century Features 

10.7.15.12 The location of a 19th century or later quarry (442.1) and a series of gravel pits (446.1) 
were depicted on the Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition maps at Dunglass and Urray, within 
50m of the overhead transmission line. Neither the quarry nor gravel pits were visible 
during the field survey. The quarry was located in an area of woodland that has recently 
been felled and this restricted visibility. The gravel pits are recorded just West of Conan 
Mains within an area of improved pasture, which has been substantially ploughed, 
removing any visible remains of the gravel pits. 

10.7.15.13 The remains of Highfield House walled garden (451.1) are present c.200m South West 
of Highfield immediately East of Clash Wood. The garden is square in plan with the 
remains of four cells or rooms built on the outside edge of the North West wall. These 
rooms were probably once greenhouses or indoor nursery beds as one has a small 
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internal raised footing. The South wall is mostly demolished but the garden is still 
defined by a ditch, which is 3m wide and 1.5m deep.  

10.7.15.14 Field survey identified the remains of a pond (451.2) c.20m South of Highfield House 
walled garden (451.1) and c.50m West of the overhead transmission line. A shallow 
ditch runs from the pond in a South Westerly direction and it is suggested that this 
feature once formed part of the designed garden for Highfield House.  

Miscellaneous Features 

10.7.15.15 Six sites of unknown date were recorded in this route section. The NMRS records the 
presence of earthworks and indeterminate remains (462.1) at Reindown Wood. Field 
survey identified the remains of two stone and turf banks and a clearance cairn running 
parallel with the edge of Reindown Wood. The NMRS records the presence of further 
earthworks and indeterminate remains (463.1): no visible upstanding earthworks were 
identified within the study corridor at the locations previously recorded by the NMRS.  

10.7.15.16 The NMRS records the presence of a low, grass covered mound (441.1), 12m in 
diameter, lying immediately South West of the farmstead at Dunglass. There were no 
visible remains of the mound during the field survey. The land around Dunglass Farm 
has been substantially ploughed and a large horse parade ground has been constructed 
to the South West side of the farm, which may have removed any remains of the mound.   

10.7.15.17 Two further mounds of unknown function were identified during the field survey (456.1, 
457.3) at Ardnagrask. Mound (456.1) comprises a low stone mound measuring 3m in 
diameter and 1m high and is probably the remains of a clearance cairn. Mound (457.3) 
is covered in turf and measures 15m by 8m and 2m high. Both lie underneath the 
overhead transmission line.  

10.7.15.18 Field survey identified the possible outline of an enclosure defined by crop marks 
(471.2) c.100m West of Beauly and c.5m from the existing overhead transmission line. 
The crop mark is sub-oval in plan and measures 40m by 15m.  

Proposed Access to Towers 444 and 446  

10.7.15.19 Possible crop marks (444A) were identified close to Balnain and the proposed access 
track for tower 444. The NMRS and SMR records that aerial photographs have revealed 
arcs of possible archaeological features just South East of Balnain farmstead. None of 
the crop marks were visible during the field survey in ploughed fields.  

10.7.15.20 Conon Mains, Category B Listed (446A) stands within 50m of the proposed access to 
tower 446 (see above).  

Proposed Access Tracks between Towers 452 - 460 

10.7.15.21 Nine cultural heritage sites were identified within 50m of the proposed access tracks 
between towers 452, 455 and 460.  

10.7.15.22 A possible tear-shaped quarry (452A) is visible on aerial photographs just North of the 
existing access track for Barevan. No visible remains of the quarry were identified during 
the field survey. 
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10.7.15.23 Old Ord Main House (454A) is within c.10m of the proposed access track for Tower 454. 
The building is currently occupied.  

10.7.15.24 A farmstead (455A) and old mill building (455B) stand adjacent to the access to tower 
455.  Both buildings are currently occupied and in use.  

10.7.15.25 A building (460A) is recorded by the NMRS and SMR at Teandalloch and is classified in 
the latter as a NSR site (Code R). Field survey identified the collapsed remains of a 
building; no walls remain standing and no internal or external features were visible.  

10.7.15.26 Further isolated medieval and post-medieval features were present within 20m of the 
proposed access including a clearance cairn (460C) and a bridge / culvert (460D). 

10.7.15.27 The NMRS and SMR record the presence of a cruick building (460B) at NH5179 4870. 
No further details are given. Field survey did not identify any visible upstanding remains 
of a building at the location previously recorded by the NMRS / SMR.  

Proposed Access for Tower 469 

10.7.15.28 One non-designated cultural site was identified within 20m of the proposed access track 
for tower 469. Field survey identified the fragments of two discontinuous field banks 
(469A) aligned North West to South East extending for 120m and measuring 1m wide 
and 0.5m high. Both banks were in poor condition.  

Archaeological Potential 

10.7.15.29 The existing overhead transmission line crosses principally areas of low lying improved 
pasture and arable fields between towers 440 and 472. Fragmentary remains of 
prehistoric, medieval and later settlement and other features were identified along the 
existing overhead transmission line. Further post-medieval and 18th / 19th century 
structures were identified including features associated with Highfield House and 
occasional quarries and gravel pits associated with mineral extraction. The potential for 
buried archaeological features to survive between towers 440 – 472 is difficult to 
estimate, but is at least moderate.  

10.8 Overall Archaeological Potential of the Proposed 
Development Corridors 

10.8.1 The highlands of Scotland have attracted settlement throughout the ages and there is 
considerable time depth evident in the landscapes crossed by the overhead 
transmission line. The generally high potential of the area can be seen in the range of 
sites and monuments identified by this study, from prehistoric settlement and burial 
remains, through the medieval and pre-improvement farming landscapes and 
settlements, and up to modern industrial and military structures.  

10.8.2 The prehistoric and ‘medieval and later’ periods are well represented, particularly 
concentrated in valley areas around the main waterways including at Strath Halladale, 
Strath Kildonan, Strath Brora, Strath Carnaig, Bonar Bridge and Kincardine. Substantial 
evidence of relict prehistoric and medieval or later settlement and land use has been 
detected in these areas dating from Neolithic (chambered cairns), Bronze Age / Iron Age 
(hut circles, brochs), and medieval to later periods (townships / farmsteads). The 
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potential for further buried archaeological remains to survive within these areas is 
considered high. 

10.8.3 The number and concentration of visible cultural sites identified reduces along the 
southern half of the overhead transmission line from Kincardine to Beauly. These areas 
have been more substantially settled and cultivated from the medieval period onwards, 
with much of the land consisting principally of ploughed or improved pasture fields. 
Nevertheless, based upon the baseline established, these areas would have moderate 
or good potential for containing buried archaeological remains.  

10.9 Impacts and Mitigation 

10.9.1 General 

10.9.1.1 As with the baseline discussion (see Section 10.7) the impact assessment and 
mitigation has been split into sections along the overhead transmission line. Each 
section is split into a) Potential effects, b) Mitigation and c) Residual effects. Site specific 
effects, mitigation and residual effects are summarised in Appendix 10.2. General 
statements regarding the impact assessment and mitigation strategy precede these.  

10.9.1.2 Appendix 3.2 of this ES provides an Environmental Implementation Manual (EIM). It is 
proposed that construction method statements for the installation of the second circuit 
would be based on this Manual which applies to all construction activities and landscape 
reinstatement required as part of the proposals. The final site-specific EIM would be 
formulated by SHETL in liaison with the successful contractor and in consultation with 
the statutory authorities.  

10.9.2 Assumptions 

10.9.2.1 The potential construction impacts along both the existing overhead transmission line 
and proposed access tracks were assessed. The impact assessment assumes that all 
access and construction work, unless specified, would be along the route of the existing 
overhead transmission line and access routes.  

10.9.2.2 Information regarding construction methodology was obtained from the em² report (see 
Appendix 3.1). The em² report highlights key construction features and methodology; the 
information provided is summarised in Chapter 3, Table 3.3.  

Scheme Description 

10.9.2.3 The conductor and earthwire are supported by a total of 474 towers of the L3c double 
circuit type design. Between tower 1 at Dounreay and tower 375, the existing conductors 
are strung along the western side of the towers only, and the proposed improvements 
would involve the installation of an additional 275kV circuit along the eastern side. South 
of Ardross, from tower 375 to tower 474 at the Beauly substation, conductors are 
already strung on both sides of the existing towers, and the maintenance works along 
this section are limited to the replacement of the existing conductors on the eastern 
circuit with others of improved specifications. In addition, the earth wire, which runs 
between the tower peaks, would be replaced with another conductor of similar size.  
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Construction Effects 

10.9.2.4 Potential effects that arise from construction activities can be either direct or indirect.  

Direct Effects 

10.9.2.5 Any ground breaking/disturbance activities associated with the proposed construction 
features (such as upgrading of existing tracks, undergrounding of the 11kV and 33kV 
wood pole lines, compounds etc) have the potential to disturb or destroy features of 
cultural heritage interest. Other construction activities, such as vehicle movement, also 
have the potential to cause direct affects on the cultural heritage.  

10.9.2.6 The design information provided in the em2 report is preliminary and the impact and 
mitigation proposals set out here may need refining as design details develop. The 
potential direct effects result principally from possible ground disturbance close to 
cultural heritage features associated with pull through / machine positions, 
undergrounding of sections of the 11kV and 33kV wood pole lines and upgrading of 
access tracks. With appropriate mitigation it should be possible to avoid nearly all of the 
majority of impacts. 

Indirect Effects 

10.9.2.7 Temporary construction activities such as, pull through / machine positions, scaffolding, 
temporary access which the us of trakway etc have the potential to indirectly effect the 
setting of sites of cultural heritage features both within the proposed development area 
and in the wider landscape. These construction activities however, would be very 
ephemeral, resulting in only a short-term / low impact scheme wide effect, with no 
permanent effects on cultural heritage sites. Therefore indirect temporary effects have 
not been assessed on a site to site basis.  

10.9.3 Mitigation Strategy 

10.9.3.1 In accordance with the guidance contained in NPPG 5 and PAN 42, the preferred option 
for mitigation is preservation of important archaeological remains in situ wherever 
practicable and by record where preservation is impossible. The mitigation measures 
presented below take account of the planning guidance and offer various options for 
recording and ensuring that, where practical, upstanding sites and features are 
preserved intact in order to retain the present historic elements of the landscape. Except 
where otherwise stated, all archaeological mitigation works would take place prior to the 
commencement of development construction works. All mitigation works would be 
conducted by a professional archaeological organisation, and would be detailed in a 
Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI). The WSI would make provision for appropriate 
post-excavation analyses and dissemination of the results of the mitigation works, as 
well as for archiving of the project materials and records. The WSI would be subjected to 
the approval of the The Highland Council Archaeology Unit prior to the commencement 
of construction works.  

10.9.3.2 The commonly proposed forms of mitigation are outlined below.  

Impact Avoidance – Preservation in situ / Fencing off 

10.9.3.3 Where sites survive as upstanding features and lie within c.50m of proposed 
construction features they would be avoided by the proposed development as far as is 
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practicable in order to ensure their preservation in situ. Detailed survey of complex 
areas would be carried out to allow routing/design of access tracks and other 
construction features to avoid the cultural heritage sites where possible. Where 
appropriate, sites would be fenced off or demarcated to prevent avoidable, accidental 
damage occurring to the remains during construction activities in their vicinity. Fencing 
would be hi-visibility temporary fencing placed, wherever possible, a minimum of 10m 
from the visible extent of the site and facing the working area.  

10.9.3.4 Where SAMs lie within c.50m of the construction features they would be avoided by the 
proposed development. Tracks and other construction features would be realigned / 
designed to avoid the scheduled areas. SAMs would be fenced off or demarcated with a 
stand-off zone of 20m to prevent avoidable, accidental damage occurring during the 
construction activities in their vicinity. Work to be carried out in the vicinity of SAMs 
would be subject to consultation with and approval from Historic Scotland.  

Impact Reduction – Protection of Features Crossed by Access Tracks 

10.9.3.5 Where sites survive as upstanding features, principally banks and walls, access tracks 
would be re-routed through any existing gates or broken sections of wall where possible.  

Impact Offset – Watching Brief / Excavation 

10.9.3.6 Where upstanding features cannot be avoided or protected during the construction 
works these areas would be recorded/surveyed in detail prior to any construction works 
being carried out. In addition, it is considered that there is considerable potential within 
the proposed development area for the preservation of buried remains of archaeological 
interest. Any requirement for the archaeological monitoring of works through watching 
briefs would be agreed in consultation with The Highland Council Archaeology Unit. 
Where there is a possibility that construction activities may disturb buried remains of 
former sites a watching brief would be carried out. Such mitigation work may be required 
at proposed pull through / machine positions, undergrounding sections of the 11kV and 
33kV wood pole line for example, and / or along those proposed access track routes 
where ground disturbance works would occur.  

10.9.3.7 If significant discoveries are made during archaeological monitoring, and preservation in 
situ of any sites or features is not possible, provision would be made for excavation, 
where necessary, of any archaeological remains. This provision would include the 
consequent production of written reports on the findings, with post-excavation analyses 
and publication of the results of the work where appropriate. 

10.9.3.8 Wall sections that cannot be avoided or protected would be recorded in detail by 
photographic record, and would be rebuilt once construction works have been 
completed.  

Construction Guidelines 

10.9.3.9 Written guidelines would be issued for use by all construction contractors, outlining the 
need to avoid causing unnecessary damage to known archaeological sites. That 
document would contain arrangements for calling upon retained professional 
archaeological support in the event that buried archaeological remains of potential 
archaeological interest (such as building remains, human remains, artefacts etc) are 
discovered in areas not subjected to archaeological monitoring. The guidance would 
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make clear the legal responsibilities placed upon those who disturb artefacts or human 
remains and this would be included in a Code of Construction Practice document. 

10.9.3.10 It may be practical for the creation of ‘action sheets’ for each monument or each tower, 
summarising the cultural heritage features and setting out the mitigation that is required. 
Action sheets have been used successfully in the past for Scottish Power overhead 
transmission lines in Southern Scotland. The ‘action sheets’ would be approved in 
advance by The Highland Council Archaeology Unit and supplied to SSE and 
construction contractors as part of the construction methodology.  

Operational Effects 

10.9.3.11 The proposed works associated with the overhead transmission line, with additional 
wires, would only involve a slight change to the existing baseline conditions and 
therefore there would be no perceptible change to the setting of cultural features. The 
Scoping Report considered that the assessment of setting for the proposed 
development was therefore not necessary and no ZTV data was generated as part of 
the Environmental Assessment.  

10.9.3.12 Historic Scotland in their Scoping Response (1st June 2006) agreed that setting for 
cultural heritage features along the route of the up-grade were not likely to be 
significantly altered by the proposals.    

10.9.3.13 Initially, it was anticipated that fifty towers would need heightening, however, following 
design changes associated with the configuration of the insulators, no heightening of 
towers would be required and the works would effectively be a maintenance operation. 
As such the only significant impacts in terms of the cultural heritage resource are likely 
to be temporary and associated with the construction phase.   

10.9.3.14 No new permanent access tracks are proposed as part of the development and only 
upgraded existing tracks may have an indirect effect on the setting of cultural heritage 
resources. This is likely only to have an impact on the setting of cultural heritage 
resources within the immediate vicinity of the upgraded tracks. These are considered in 
operational effects (see Section 10.11).  

10.9.3.15 All other construction features, temporary ‘trakway’ tracks, pull through positions, 
machine positions, scaffolding etc, would be temporary and are considered in 
construction effects (see Section 10.10).   

10.9.3.16 HS Scoping response (1st June 2006) requested that tower 147 which is close to the 
location of SAM 1826 (Souterrain 147.1) be moved further from the scheduled area. 
However, tower 147 is not to be replaced as part of the development. HS Scoping 
response also requested information regarding potential tree clearance within Historic 
Garden and Designed Landscapes that are crossed by the existing overhead 
transmission line. There are no known areas of tree clearance occurring as part of the 
construction works.  
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10.10 Effects of Construction 

10.10.1 General 

10.10.1.1 Historic Scotland specifically note nine SAMs, one Listed building and three Historic 
gardens and Designed Landscapes within their scoping response which may be directly 
affected by proposed works.  

10.10.1.2 Following changes to the final design, five of these sites are now outwith the 
development area including Kinbrace, settlement and field system (SAM 1874), 
Kinbrace Farm, cairn, burnt mound, hut circle and field system (SAM 1796), Blaimore, 
hut circles and field system (SAM 1838), Brae Cottage, two hut circles (SAM 1830) and 
Dun More, fort (SAM 3107). 

10.10.1.3 Mitigation for the other eight designated areas are detailed in the following mitigation 
sections.  

10.10.2 Dounreay to Achiemore (Towers 1 – 40) 

10.10.2.1 Seven sites are located more than 50m from the existing overhead transmission and 
other proposed construction works locations (5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 35.1, 34A, 35A). No 
impacts are predicted for these sites.  

10.10.2.2 No impact is predicted for Isauld Lodge (4.1) as this is an upstanding building that is 
currently occupied.  

10.10.2.3 Previously a military road block (5.6) was recorded at Isauld and close to the proposed 
access track for tower 6. The road block does not, however, survive and no impact is 
predicted on this site.  

10.10.2.4 A boat house (28.1) was previously recorded close to the existing overhead 
transmission line. No remains of the boat house survive and no impacts are predicted on 
this site.  

10.10.2.5 Bridge (5.5), cairn (6.1) and hut circle (39.1) are all both within 50m of the proposed 
access track for towers 6 and 40 respectively. In addition, five sites, barn (8A), Old Inn 
(8B), war memorial (8C), market stance (10A), and residential house (11B) are all close 
to the proposed access tracks for towers 8 and 10. It is proposed that existing tracks 
would be used to access these towers. The tracks would not require to be upgraded and 
no impacts are predicted for these eight sites.  

10.10.2.6 Hut circle (34.2) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line, however, no 
vehicle access or other construction works are required along this section of the line and 
no impact is predicted for this feature.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.2.7 There are eleven areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 1 and 40 within 
100m of the existing overhead transmission line and 50m of the proposed access tracks 
that would potentially be directly affected by construction works.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

 Towers 5 – 6   
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10.10.2.8 A watching brief (5.7) was undertaken at Keoltag in 2000 on the excavation of 
foundation trenches for a house within c.20m of the route of the undergrounding section 
of a wood pole line and c.20m from the proposed pull through position at tower 6. 
Numerous archaeological features have been recorded within Reay and in close 
proximity to the village. Due to the richness of archaeological remains around Reay any 
ground breaking within this area could potentially disturb buried remains.  

 Towers 8 – 9 

10.10.2.9 The existing overhead transmission line crosses an area of rig and furrow cultivation 
(8.2) between towers 8 and 9. Construction of a temporary ‘trakway’ track between 
towers 8 and 9 and construction of a pull through position at tower 8 may result in at 
least partial disturbance of the rig and furrow.  

 Towers 10-11 

10.10.2.10 A farmstead (10.1) lies c.30m from the proposed access track between towers 10 and 
11. The construction of the temporary ‘trakway’ track may result in at least partial 
disturbance of the site if the track were to be constructed over upstanding 
archaeological features. 

10.10.2.11 A building (10.2) is situated c.40m from the proposed access track between towers 10 
and 11. The access track between towers 10 and 11 would utilise temporary ‘trakway’ 
track. Construction work relating to the ‘trakway’ track could potentially disturb the 
building.  

10.10.2.12 Clearance cairns (10.3) were identified previously by the NMRS/SMR close to the 
proposed route of the existing overhead transmission line. At the time of the survey the 
clearance cairns could not be identified as the survey was limited by dense vegetation in 
this area. There is, however, potential for clearance cairns to survive which could be 
directly affected by construction works associated with temporary ‘trakway’ track 
construction between towers 10 and 11.  

 Towers 11-14 

10.10.2.13 A field bank (11.1) is within c.10m of the existing overhead transmission line and the 
proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track to tower 12.   

10.10.2.14 Both hut circles, field system (12.1) and a bank for farmstead (14.1) are potentially 
intersected by the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track between towers 12 and 14. In 
addition, hut-circles / field system (12.1) is within c.30m of the existing overhead 
transmission line. 

10.10.2.15 Hut circles / homestead / enclosures (12.2) are crossed by the existing overhead 
transmission line and potentially by the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track for tower 14.   

10.10.2.16 Construction works between towers 11 and 14 could potentially result in at least partial 
disturbance of these sites.   

 Towers 34-39 
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10.10.2.17 Hut circle (36.1) is situated c.20m from the existing overhead transmission line and 
c.50m from the pull through position at tower 36. It is proposed that ATV would be used 
to access tower 36 and construction works in this area have the potential to disturb the 
hut circle.  

Proposed access tracks out side main survey corridor 

 Towers 8 - 34 

10.10.2.18 A township (32A) is intersected by the proposed access track to tower 32. This 
proposed access route utilises an existing track, however the track would require 
upgrading and certain construction works (eg widening, minor realignment) could result 
in at least partial disturbance of the farmstead.    

Mitigation 

10.10.2.19 It is recommended that certain sites lying close to the proposed route of access tracks 
(10.1, 10.2, 11.1, 14.1, 36.1) should be protected by fencing off or demarcating the 
features to ensure that they are protected and that no damage occurs to them during the 
construction period. Access routes should be aligned so as to avoid the features.  

10.10.2.20 It is recommended that clearance cairn / hut circle (10.3) is re-surveyed and if located 
within c.40m of the proposed access track the site should be fenced off and avoided 
during construction works.  

10.10.2.21 The proposed access roads between towers 8 and 33 potentially cross a number of 
archaeologically sensitive areas (8.2, 12.1, 12.2, 32A). It is recommended that each site 
should be mapped in detail prior to construction works, that they are fenced off where 
necessary during the construction period and that the existing track is microsited so as 
to avoid archaeological features wherever possible. Further archaeological recording, 
e.g. by archaeological excavation, would be necessary in advance of construction works 
commencing if disturbance of the features cannot be avoided. 

10.10.2.22 It is recommended that a watching brief be carried out during ground breaking for the 
proposed undergrounding of a wood pole line near the archaeologically rich area 
surrounding the previous watching brief area (5.7).    

10.10.2.23 Clearance cairn / hut circle (10.3) was previously recorded in the vicinity of the existing 
overhead transmission line. No visible remains of the site were, however, identified 
during the field survey. The proposed route is c.40m from the recorded site location and 
it is recommended that to avoid any damage / disturbance to the features the area in 
which the site was previously recorded should be avoided during the construction 
period.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.2.24 Of the eleven sites potentially affected, mitigation would remove any effects in seven 
cases.  

10.10.2.25 Uncertain residual effects are predicted for five sites: 

• A rig and furrow area (8.2, 12.1, 12.2) as these sites may be disturbed during 
construction of temporary ‘trakway’ track. 
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• A township (32A), as elements of these sites may be disturbed during ground 
breaking works for access track upgrading. 

10.10.2.26 Assuming as a worst case scenario it is not possible to avoid disturbing some elements 
of these sites, the effects of the development on these sites would be of a low 
magnitude resulting in a moderate and significant effect for (12.1), a minor and non-
significant effect for township (32A) and negligible / non-significant effects for (8.2, 12.2).   

10.10.3 Achiemore to Forsinain (Towers 41 – 63) 

10.10.3.1 Ten sites are located more than 50m from the existing overhead transmission line and 
other proposed construction work locations (50.1, 50.3, 50.4, 51.6, 51.7, 52.4, 53.1, 
53.4, 54.1, 57.1). No impacts are predicted for these sites. 

10.10.3.2 Six sites (50.2, 51.4, 51.5, 54.2, 54.3, 54.4) are all within c.10m of the existing overhead 
transmission line. No vehicle access would be required within 50m of these sites and no 
impacts are predicted for the features.  

10.10.3.3  Thirteen sites (51.1, 52.1, 52.2, 52.3, 53.2, 53.3, 55.1, 59.1, 50A, 51A, 59A, 59B, 60A) 
are within 50m of the proposed access routes. It is proposed that access to these towers 
would utilise existing tracks that do not require to be upgraded and no impacts are 
predicted for these sites. 

10.10.3.4 A field system (58.1) was previously recorded within 20m of the existing overhead 
transmission line. No visible upstanding remains of this site were identified during the 
field survey although there may be potential for buried remains to survive. The access 
from tower 58 and 59 would be carried out using ATV and no impact is predicted for this 
site if no ground breaking is undertaken in the area.  

10.10.3.5 An area of peat cuttings (62.2) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and 
proposed access between towers 62 and 63. Access to tower 62 would be carried out 
using temporary ‘trakway’ track and an existing track would be utilised to access tower 
63. The track does not require to be upgraded and no impacts are predicted for the peat 
cuttings.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.3.6 There are nine areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 41 and 63 that would 
potentially be directly effected by construction works along the route of the existing 
overhead transmission line. 

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

 Towers 47 – 48 

10.10.3.7 A battle site (47.1) was previously recorded at Leathad Carnaich and is potentially 
intersected by the access track between towers 47 and 48 and the proposed machine 
position at tower 48. In addition a scheduled hut circle / enclosure / field system (47.2) 
and a burnt mound (48.1) are located within c.40m of the proposed access for towers 47 
and 48. The burnt mound (48.1) is also located c.20m from the position of a machine 
position at tower 48. It is proposed that access between towers 47 and 48 would be 
carried out using an ATV. Movement by such vehicles and additional construction works 
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carried out for the machine position at tower 48 could potentially cause disturbance of 
the features.  

 Tower 60  

10.10.3.8 A scheduled broch (60.1) is located c.30m from the route of the existing overhead 
transmission line and c.10m from the route of the proposed access track to tower 60 and 
between towers 60 and 61.  The access to tower 60 would utilise an existing track that 
does not require to be upgraded, however access between towers 60 and 61 is to be 
carried out using an ATV and vehicle movement in this area may potentially disturb the 
scheduled monument.   

 Tower 62 

10.10.3.9 A group of cairns (62.1) were identified within c.10m of the existing overhead 
transmission line, potentially crossed by the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track for 
tower 62 and close to the pull through position at tower 62. Construction works 
associated with the ‘trakway’ track or vehicle movement in this area may disturb the 
features. In addition, any construction works for the machine pull through position may 
result in at least partial disturbance of the features.  

Proposed Access Tracks Outside Main Survey Corridor  

 Access 42 

10.10.3.10 An area of peat cuttings (42A) is intersected by the proposed access track to tower 42. 
Access to tower 42 will utilise an existing track which requires to be upgraded and 
certain construction works (eg widening, minor realignment) could result in at least 
partial disturbance of the hut circles. A minimal impact is predicted for the peat cuttings.   

 Access 62  

10.10.3.11 A bank (62B) is potentially intersected by the proposed track to tower 62. A cairn (62C) 
is c.5m from the route of the proposed access track to tower 62 and a possible quarry 
(62A) lies within c.10m of the proposed track to tower 62. It is proposed that temporary 
‘trakway’ track would be used to access tower 62, and construction work along the 
proposed access route may potentially disturb the features.   

Mitigation  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

10.10.3.12 It is recommended that certain sites lying close to or potentially intersected by proposed 
access routes (48.1, 62B, 62C) should be protected by fencing off or demarcating the 
features to ensure that they are protected and no damage occurs to them during the 
construction period. Temporary ‘trakway’ tracks should be aligned so as to avoid the 
archaeological features. In addition, it is recommended that, quarry (62A) should be 
avoided during construction works.  

10.10.3.13 Cairns (62.1) are potentially affected by a number of construction works and it is 
recommended that the features are mapped in detail and that the access track and pull 
through position are designed so as to avoid the features. The cairns should be 
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protected by fencing during the construction phase and a watching brief should be 
carried out on any ground disturbing works in the vicinity.   

10.10.3.14 It is recommended that watching briefs be carried out on any ground breaking works 
carried out in the close vicinity of battle site (47.1) to record any potential buried features 
in this areas. 

10.10.3.15 The scheduled monuments, hut circle / enclosure / field system (47.2) and broch (60.1) 
should be fenced off with a standing-off zone of 20m from the extent of the scheduled 
area and the area should be avoided during construction works.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.3.16 Of the nine sites potentially affected, mitigation would remove any effects in seven 
cases. 

10.10.3.17 Uncertain residual effects are predicted for two sites:  

 Alleged battle site (47.1) as ground breaking may disturb buried remains.  

 Small cairns (62.1) as elements of this site may be disturbed during ground 
breaking works for access track upgrading and pull through position at tower 62.  

10.10.3.18 Assuming as a worst case scenario it is not possible to avoid disturbing some elements 
of these sites, the effects of the development on these sites would be medium 
magnitude resulting in a minor effect for (62.1) and an unknown effect for (47.1). 

10.10.4 Forsinain to Achentoul (Towers 64 – 118) 

10.10.4.1 Road bridge (64.1) forms part of the public road (A897) and would not be affected by the 
proposed construction works. 

10.10.4.2 Five sites, (74.2, 96.1, 114.1, 115B, 115D) are more than 50m from the existing 
overhead transmission line and other construction work locations. No impacts have 
been predicted for these sites. 

10.10.4.3 A farmstead (65.1) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line. The site would 
not, however, be effected during construction works as no vehicle access is required in 
this area.  

10.10.4.4 Two sites, deserted settlement (88.1) and track (89.1) were previously recorded within 
50m of the existing overhead transmission line and proposed access tracks to towers 88 
and 90 respectively. No upstanding remains of these sites were identified during the 
field survey. However the previous location for both sites are close to existing access 
tracks that do not require to be upgraded and no impact is predicted on either site.  

10.10.4.5 Four sites, (89.2, 114A, 115A, 115C) are located c.20m from the proposed access 
routes to towers 90, 114 and 115. Access running close to these archaeological features 
would utilised existing tracks that do not require to be upgraded  and no impacts are 
predicted for these sites.  

10.10.4.6 A shepherds house (114B) is located c.40m from the proposed access track for tower 
114. The building is currently occupied and no impact has been predicted for the 
structure. 



Beauly-Dounreay                                                        Chapter 10: Cultural Heritage 
275kV Overhead Transmission Line: Second Circuit                                                                        Environmental Statement 

  56  

10.10.4.7 A trackway (107.1) was previously recorded crossing under the route of the existing 
overhead transmission line. No visible remains of the track were identified during the 
field survey and no impact has been predicted on the site.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.4.8 There are twelve areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 63 and 118 that 
would potentially be directly effected by construction works along the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line and proposed access tracks in the area.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

 Towers 65 – 69 

10.10.4.9 A quarry (66.1) is located c.30m from the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track for tower 
67, and a possible structure (69.1) lies within c.10m of the existing overhead 
transmission line and c.40m from the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track between tower 
67 and 71. Construction works associated with the temporary ‘trakway’ track could 
potentially disturb these features. 

 Towers 73 – 77 

10.10.4.10 Several quarries (72.1, 73.1, 74.1) are all either within 50m of the existing overhead 
transmission line or within 40m of the proposed access between towers 72 and 74. 
Access between towers 73 to 74 is proposed to be carried out using ATV and vehicle 
movement along the route of the access track may potentially disturb these features. 

10.10.4.11 A clearance cairn (76.1) lies c.20m from the existing overhead transmission line, c.30m 
from the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track between towers 76 and 77 and c.10m from 
the foundation upgrade at tower 77. A sheepfold (77.1) lies c.10m from the existing 
overhead transmission line, c.20m from the foundation upgrade at tower 77 and the 
proposed temporary ‘trakway’ access between towers 77 to 78. An enclosure / shieling 
hut (77.2) lies c.20m from the existing overhead transmission line and from the 
foundations upgrade at tower 77, and c.20m from the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ 
track for towers 77 to 78. Construction works associated with the ‘trakway’ access and 
foundation upgrading could disturb these features.  

10.10.4.12 An area of rig and furrow (78.1) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line 
and proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track between towers 78 and 79. Construction works 
associated with ‘trakway’ access could partially disturb these features.      

 Tower 83 

10.10.4.13 A stone bank (83.1) is potentially intersected by the proposed pull through position and 
foundation upgrades at tower 84. Depending on the construction works in this area the 
development could result in disturbance of the bank.  

 Tower 105 

10.10.4.14 A sheepfold (105.1) lies within c.20m of the proposed access track between towers 105 
and 106. Access to these towers is proposed to be carried out using ATV and 
movement by vehicles in this area could potential disturb the feature.  

 Tower 107 
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10.10.4.15 A field system / shieling hut / field bank (107.2) is located c.40m from the proposed ATV 
access between towers 107 and 108. Vehicle movement in this area could potentially 
disturb the features.  

Mitigation 

10.10.4.16 It is recommended that sites lying close to the existing overhead line, close to proposed 
routes of access tracks and foundation upgrades (69.1, 76.1, 77.1, 77.2, 83.1, 105.1, 
107.2) should be protected by fencing off or demarcating the features to ensure that 
they are protected and no damage occurs to them during the construction period. In 
addition access tracks should be aligned so as to avoid the archaeological features.  

10.10.4.17 Four quarries (66.1, 72.1, 73.1, 74.1) are located close to the existing overhead 
transmission line and proposed ATV access between towers 72 and 73. The features 
should be avoided during the construction period.  

10.10.4.18 An area of rig and furrow (78.1) is potentially crossed by the proposed access between 
towers 78 and 79. Access between towers 78 and 79 would utilise temporary ‘trakway’ 
track and construction works for the ‘trakway’ may disturb the features. The rig and 
furrow should be recorded prior to construction works.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.4.19 Of the twelve sites potentially affected, mitigation would remove any effects in eleven 
cases. 

10.10.4.20 One uncertain residual effect is predicted for rig and furrow (78.1) as construction works 
for the proposed access between towers 78 and 79 may potentially disturb the site.  

10.10.4.21 Assuming as a worst case scenario that it is not possible to avoid disturbing some 
elements of the rig and furrow, the effect of the development on this site would be of 
medium magnitude resulting in a minor and non-significant effect.  

10.10.5 Auchentoul to Craggie (Towers 119 – 165) 

10.10.5.1 Ten sites (137.1, 140.1, 142.1, 142.2, 142.3, 143.1, 144.1, 145.2, 150.1, 130D) are 
located more than 50m from the existing overhead transmission line and other proposed 
construction work locations. No impacts are predicted on these sites.  

10.10.5.2 Two sites, sheepfold (140.2) and building / enclosure (140.3) are within 50m of the 
existing overhead transmission line, however, no vehicle access or other construction 
works are required in this area and no impacts are predicted on the two sites.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.5.3 There are seventeen areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 118 and 164 that 
would potentially be directly affected by construction works along the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

 Tower 137-138 

10.10.5.4 Hut circles, enclosure, burnt mound, rig and hut (137.2) are crossed by the existing 
overhead transmission line and proposed ATV access for tower 137 to 140, and are 
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close to the pull through position at tower 140. Construction works for the pull through 
position and vehicle movement across upstanding features could partially disturb the 
features.  

 Tower 142 - 144 

10.10.5.5 A field bank (142.4) is intersected by the route of the proposed ATV access between 
towers 143 and 145. Building (142.5) is located c.50m from the proposed access to 
tower 142. Hut circles / field system (144.2) are crossed by the existing overhead 
transmission line and c.20m from the proposed ATV access to tower 145. Hut circles / 
small cairns / field system (144.1) were previously identified within c.20m of the existing 
overhead transmission line and c.10m from the proposed ATV access. Vehicle 
movement across any upstanding features could partially disturb the remains. 

 Tower 145 

10.10.5.6 A broch / homestead (145.1) is located c.20m from the existing overhead transmission 
line, and the proposed route of the undergrounding section of a wood pole line. Ground 
disturbance for the cable section could potentially disturb the broch and associated 
features. 

 Tower 146 - 149 

10.10.5.7 Three sites, a dry-stone dyke (146.2) and field banks (146.3, 146.4) are all crossed by 
the route of the existing overhead transmission line and by the proposed ATV access 
between towers 146 and 147. In addition, field bank (146.4) is c.30m from the pull 
through position at tower 147. Enclosures / clearance cairn (146.5) are intersected by 
the proposed ATV access for tower 147. 

10.10.5.8 A hut circle (146.1) was also previously recorded c.20m from the existing overhead 
transmission line.  

10.10.5.9 A souterrain / enclosure (147.1) and deserted settlement (147.2) are both crossed by 
the existing overhead transmission line, within c.50m of the proposed ATV access 
between tower 146 and 147 and c.10m from the proposed pull through position at tower 
147.  

10.10.5.10 Hut circles / small cairns (149.1) lie c.10m from the existing overhead transmission line 
and c.30m from the proposed ATV access between towers 149 and 150.  

10.10.5.11 Construction works associated with the pull through position and vehicle movement 
across any upstanding features could disturb them. 

 Tower 155 

10.10.5.12 Hut circles (155.1) lie c.5m from the route of the proposed access track between towers 
155 and 156. The access road requires to be upgraded and certain construction works 
(eg widening, minor realignment) could result in at least partial disturbance of the hut 
circles.  

 Tower 164 
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10.10.5.13 A settlement (164.1) is intersected by the existing overhead transmission line and pull 
through position at tower 164. This is an area identified within Chapter 3 whereby further 
investigation is required to determine access approach.   

Proposed Access Tracks Outside Main Survey Corridor 

10.10.5.14 Hut circles / small cairns (130A) lies within c.20m of the proposed access track for 
towers 117-131. In addition, township / head dyke (130C) is intersected by the proposed 
access track for towers 117-131. It is proposed that an existing track would be utilised to 
access towers 117-131. The track would require to be upgraded and construction work 
could partially disturb the sites.  

Mitigation  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

10.10.5.15 It is recommended that certain sites lying close to the existing overhead transmission 
line and proposed access tracks (142.4, 142.5, 145.1, 146.3, 146.4, 146.5, 149.1, 164.1) 
should be protected by fencing off or demarcating the features to ensure that they are 
protected and no damage occurs to them during the construction period. In addition 
access routes should be aligned so as to avoid the archaeological features, recording 
any areas where disturbance cannot be avoided.  

10.10.5.16 Settlement (137.2) is spread over a large area of land lying adjacent to the existing 
overhead transmission line and other construction work locations including an access 
track and pull through position. It is recommended that the site is mapped in detail, that 
features are fenced off or demarcated during the construction works and that the access 
route is aligned to avoid the archaeological features. The final design for the pull through 
position should avoid this area of archaeological sensitivity and a watching brief should 
be conducted on any ground disturbing works in the vicinity of the features.  

10.10.5.17 A large number of archaeological features were identified close to the overhead 
transmission line and access tracks between towers 144 and 147, including hut-circles 
(144.1, 144.2, 146.1). It is recommended that each site is re-examined and mapped in 
detail prior to construction works and that the features are fenced off or demarcated 
during construction to avoid damage to the sites. Access roads between towers 144 and 
147 should be re-aligned so as to avoid the archaeological features.  

10.10.5.18 The proposed access between towers 145 and 147 potentially intersects dry-stone wall 
(146.2). It is recommended that the ATV access be routed to cross the feature either at 
a broken section or through an existing gate if possible. Where disturbance of the 
features is unavoidable the features should be recorded prior to construction works. If 
the wall requires to be broken through then it should be rebuilt to its original form once 
construction works are completed.  

10.10.5.19 The existing overhead transmission line, proposed access route between towers 146 to 
147 and pull through position at tower 147 are in close proximity to a scheduled 
souterrain (147.1) and settlement (147.2). It is recommended that both sites are mapped 
in detail, fenced off during construction works, with a stand-off zone of 20m around the 
extent of the scheduled area, and avoided during construction works.  
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10.10.5.20 It is recommended that the undesignated hut circle separate to the scheduled area 
(130A) and farmstead / head dyke (130C) are to be resurveyed if any track widening is 
to be carried out in this area. If no road widening is to be undertaken then no impact is 
predicted.  

10.10.5.21 It is recommended that re-widening of the track between towers 153 and 158 should be 
avoided if possible adjacent to hut circles (155.1), which should be fenced off and 
avoided during construction works. A watching brief should be carried out on any ground 
disturbance in the vicinity of the site.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.5.22 Of the seventeen sites potentially affected, mitigation would remove any effects in ten 
cases.  

10.10.5.23 Uncertain residual affects are predicted for seven sites:  

 Hut circles / enclosures / burnt mound (137.2), dry-stone wall (146.2) and field 
banks (146.3, 146.4) could all potentially be disturbed if features cannot be 
avoided or protected during access construction.  

 The non-scheduled hut circle (130A) and township (130C) could potentially be 
disturbed if any groundbreaking work associated with access track upgrading and 
other construction elements are carried out in the vicinity of the sites.   

 Upgrading of the existing track in close vicinity to hut circles (155.1) could 
potentially disturb the features. 

10.10.5.24 Assuming as a worst case scenario that it is not possible to avoid disturbing some 
elements of these sites, the effects on these developments would be of a low magnitude 
resulting in a negligible and non-significant effect for the two sites.  

10.10.6 Craggie to Scottarie Burn (Towers 166-210) 

10.10.6.1 Twenty nine sites (184.1, 192.1, 192.2, 201.7, 202.1, 202.2, 202.4, 202.5, 202.6, 203.1, 
203.2, 203.3, 203.4, 206.4, 207.2, 207.3, 207.4, 207.5, 208.2, 208.3, 209.2, 194A, 194B, 
197A, 197G, 197J, 197U, 200A, 201F) are located more than 50m from the existing 
overhead transmission line and other proposed construction work locations. No impacts 
area predicted. 

10.10.6.2 An area of peat cuttings (192.4) and a sheepfold (197M) were previously recorded in 
close proximity to the existing overhead transmission line. No visible remains of the peat 
cuttings or sheepfold were identified during the field survey and no impacts are 
predicted on these sites. 

10.10.6.3 Tracks (197.1, 197.4, 199.5) form part of the proposed access track between towers 198 
and 199. The track is of recent date and no further mitigation is recommended.  

10.10.6.4 A sheepfold (198.2) was previously identified c.50m from the existing overhead 
transmission line. The sheepfold no longer exists having probably been removed during 
construction of modern forestry access tracks in the area. No further mitigation is 
recommended.  
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10.10.6.5 Four sites (199.1, 199.2, 199.3, 199.4) are all located within 20m of a proposed access 
track to towers 199 and 200. The section of tracks that runs close to these sites would 
utilise existing access tracks that do not require to be upgraded and no impacts are 
predicted for these sites.   

10.10.6.6 A boundary dyke (208.1) is situated c.10m from the existing overhead transmission line. 
No impacts are predicted for this site as no vehicle access or other construction works 
are proposed within this area of the line.  

10.10.6.7 Five sites (194C, 197C, 197D, 201E, 201H) are within 50m of the proposed access 
tracks for towers 194, 197 and 201. The section of tracks that runs close to these sites 
would utilise an existing access track that does not require to be upgraded and no 
impacts are predicted for the sites.   

10.10.6.8 An enclosure (201G) is situated c.10m from the proposed access track for tower 201. 
The section of track that runs close to this site would utilise an existing access track that 
does not require to be upgraded and no impact is predicted for the site.  

Effects of Construction 

10.10.6.9 There are forty areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 165 and 210 that 
would potentially be directly affected by construction works along the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line and proposed access tracks.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

 Tower 184-186 

10.10.6.10 Clearance cairn (185.1) and shieling hut (186.1) are intersected by the proposed ATV 
access for towers 185 and 186, and c.50m from the existing overhead transmission line. 
In addition, clearance cairn (185.1) is c.10m from the proposed pull through position at 
tower 185.  

10.10.6.11 Field bank (186.2) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and is c.50m 
from the proposed ATV access between tower 186 and 187.   

10.10.6.12 Construction works for the pull through position and/or vehicle movement over 
upstanding remains could result in disturbance of the sites.   

 Tower 189 

10.10.6.13 An area of peat cuttings (189.2) lies c.20m from the existing overhead transmission line, 
c.50m from the proposed access track between towers 189 and 190, and close to the 
proposed machine position at tower 189. Construction works for the machine position 
and upgrading of the existing access track between towers 189 and 190 (eg widening, 
minor alignments) could result in at least partial disturbance of the peat cuttings.  

 Tower 191 - 193 

10.10.6.14 A field bank (191.1) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and potentially 
intersected by the proposed access track between towers 191 and 192.  In addition an 
area of peat cuttings (192.3) is situated c.30m from the proposed access track between 
towers 192 and 193.  
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10.10.6.15 It is proposed that an existing track would be used to access these towers. The track, 
however, requires to be upgraded and construction works (eg widening, minor 
realignment) could result in at least part disturbance of the features.  

 Tower 194 

10.10.6.16 A possible hut circle (194.1) was previously recorded c.20m from the proposed access 
track between towers 194 and 195. There was no visible upstanding remains of the hut 
circle identified during the field survey, however there is the potential for buried remains 
to survive and construction work associated with track upgrading in this area may 
disturb the feature.  

 Tower 197 

10.10.6.17 Hut circles (197.2) were previously recorded close to the proposed access track for 
tower 197 and may potentially be intersected by the access track. No visible upstanding 
remains of these hut circles were visible during the field survey, however, the potential 
for buried remains to survive and construction work associated with track upgrading in 
this area may disturb the feature.  

 Tower 198 

10.10.6.18 A clearance cairn (198.1) is intersected by the proposed access track for towers 198 
and 199, and c.10m from the location of the undergrounding section of a wood pole line 
and machine position at tower 199. Construction work associated with the machine 
position and ground disturbance for the cable section could result in disturbance to the 
cairn.  

 Tower 200 

10.10.6.19 An area of rig and furrow cultivation (200.1) is intersected by the existing overhead 
transmission line and proposed access track between tower 199 and 200. It is proposed 
that ATV would be utilised to access tower 200 and movement of vehicles in this area 
may partially disturb the rig and furrow remains.  

 Tower 201 – 202 

10.10.6.20 A church (201.1) and buildings / field bank (201.8) are crossed by the existing overhead 
transmission line and proposed access track between towers 201 and 202. In addition, 
the church (201.1) lies c.10m from the location of the proposed undergrounding of a 
wood pole line while the buildings / field bank (201.8) are potentially intersected by the 
undergrounding section of a wood pole line.  

10.10.6.21 Stock enclosure (201.2) is within c.20m from the existing overhead transmission line and 
c.50m from the proposed access track between towers 201 and 202, and c.10m from 
the location of the proposed undergrounding of wood pole lines. 

10.10.6.22 A field bank (201.4) is c.10m from the existing overhead transmission line and proposed 
access track between towers 201 and 202, and c.30m from the location of the proposed 
undergrounding section of wood pole lines. 

10.10.6.23 Two sites - clearance cairn / wall footings (201.5) and stone bank (201.6) - are both 
c.5m from the existing overhead transmission line and proposed access track between 
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201 and 202, and c.30-40m from the location of the proposed undergrounding section of 
a wood pole lines.  

10.10.6.24 A hollow-way (202.3) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and the 
proposed access track between towers 202 and 203. 

10.10.6.25 It is proposed that access between towers 201 to 203 would utilise an existing track. The 
track, however, requires to be upgraded and ground disturbance works (eg widening, 
partial realignment) associated with this and with the undergrounding of sections of a 
wood pole line may partially disturb the sites.  

 Tower 206 

10.10.6.26 Two sites, bank (206.2) and hut circle (206.3) are both intersected by the existing 
overhead transmission line and proposed access track between towers 206 and 207. A 
hut circle (206.1) is also c.10m from the existing overhead transmission line and c.40m 
from the proposed access track between towers 206 and 207. It is proposed that an 
existing track would be used to access towers 206 and 207, however, the track requires 
to be upgraded and depending on the nature of the upgrading construction works (eg 
widening, partial realignment) in this area there may be disturbance to the features.  

 Tower 207 

10.10.6.27 A boundary dyke (207.1) lies c.20m from the proposed machine position at tower 207. 
Construction works associated with the machine position could result in disturbance of 
the dyke. 

 Tower 209 

10.10.6.28 A hut circle (209.1) lies c.10m from the proposed access track between towers 209 and 
210. It is proposed that ATV would be utilised to access these towers and vehicle 
movement across upstanding features could potential disturb the hut circle.   

Proposed Access Tracks Outside Main Survey Corridor 

 Access 176 – 200 

10.10.6.29 Twelve sites, clearance cairn (197E), structure (197F), loading bay area (197H), borrow 
pits (197I, 197N, 197R, 197T), water tank/cistern (197K), enclosure (197O) and field 
boundaries (197P, 197Q, 197S), all lie within c.20m of the proposed access track 
between towers 176 and 200.  

10.10.6.30 A spot find (197L) was recovered c.10m from the proposed access track for towers 176 
to 200.  

10.10.6.31 A variety of access methods are proposed between towers 176 and 200 including 
upgraded existing tracks, ATV and construction works / vehicle movement along the 
proposed access routes and across upstanding features could potentially disturb these 
sites. 

 Access 201-225 

10.10.6.32 Several features between towers 201 and 225 lie within c.10m of the proposed access 
track for these towers including (201A, 201C, 201D, 201H). A spot find (201B) was also 
recovered within c.10m of the proposed access track for tower 201. The proposed 
access to tower 201 to 255 would utilise an existing track, however, sections of this track 
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would require to be upgraded and construction works along the route could disturb the 
features.  

Mitigation 

10.10.6.33 It is recommended that certain sites lying close to the existing overhead line, close to the 
proposed route of access tracks and machine/pull through positions (185.1, 186.1, 
186.2, 189.2, 192.3, 198.1, 206.1, 206.3, 207.1, 209.1, 197E, 197F, 197H, 197K, 197O, 
197P, 197Q, 197S, 201A, 201C, 201D, 201H) should be protected by fencing off or 
demarcating the features to ensure that they are protected and no damage occurs to 
them during the construction period. In addition access roads should be aligned to avoid 
the archaeological features. Watching briefs should be carried out on any ground 
disturbance in the vicinity of (206.3, 197E, 197F, 197H, 197K, 197O, 197P, 197Q, 197S, 
201A, 201C, 201D, 201H).  

10.10.6.34 Borrow pits (197I, 197N, 197R, 197T) should all be avoided during the construction 
period.   

10.10.6.35 It is recommended that the previously recorded locations of hut circles (194.1, 197.2) 
should be re-surveyed and if features are located within 50m of the construction works 
they should be fenced off and avoided.  

10.10.6.36 It is recommended that widening of the existing track is avoided if possible where it runs 
close to field bank (191.1), hollow-way (202.3) and bank (206.2). If this is not possible 
then any proposed areas of disturbance should be recorded by archaeological methods 
in advance of construction works commencing at those locations.   

10.10.6.37 The proposed access track between towers 201 and 202, and undergrounding section 
of a wood pole lines at tower 201 are close to church (201.1), stock enclosure (201.2), 
field bank (201.4), clearance cairn / wall footing (201.5), stone (201.6) and building / field 
banks (201.8). It is recommended that each site is surveyed in detail and that the 
development is designed to avoid the features, where necessary fencing off or 
demarcating the features during construction works. In addition, it is recommended that 
a watching brief be carried out on any ground disturbance in the vicinity of the sites. 

10.10.6.38 It is recommended that a watching brief is carried out in the vicinity of the spot finds 
(197L, 201B) where the access road is to be upgraded.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.6.39 Of the forty sites potentially affected, mitigation would remove any effects in all but three 
cases.  Field bank (191.1), hollow-way (202.3) and bank (206.2). Depending on the 
nature of the access track upgrading, these sites may potentially be disturbed if the 
features cannot be avoided or protected during the construction works.  

10.10.6.40 Assuming as a worst case scenario that it is not possible to avoid disturbing some 
elements of these sites, the effects of the development on these sites would be of a low 
magnitude resulting in negligible and non-significant effects.   

10.10.6.41 The effects of the proposals on buried archaeological resources cannot be reliably 
established at this stage.  
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10.10.7 Scottarie Burn to Kinnauld (towers 211-245) 

10.10.7.1 Nine sites (224.1, 231.1, 234.2, 238.1, 241.2, 241.3, 234B, 236F, 236G) are located 
more than 50m from the existing overhead transmission line and other proposed 
construction work locations. No impacts have been predicted on these sites.   

10.10.7.2 A well (230.3) was previously recorded c.50m from the existing overhead transmission 
line and proposed ATV access track to tower 231. No upstanding remains of the well 
were identified during the field survey and no impact is predicted for the feature. 

10.10.7.3 Two areas of peat cuttings (231.2, 233.1) were within 50m of the existing overhead 
transmission line and proposed ATV access tracks for towers 232 and 233/234. As only 
ATV access is proposed along this area of the line, no impacts have been predicted for 
the peat cuttings. 

10.10.7.4 Two buildings (228D, 228E) were previously recorded close to the existing overhead 
transmission line. Field survey did not identify any remains of the buildings and no 
impacts are predicted on these sites. 

10.10.7.5 Ten sites (234A, 234C, 234D, 234E, 236A, 236B, 236C, 236D, 236E, 236H) are all 
within c.20m of the proposed access tracks for towers 234 and 236. Access to these 
towers would utilise existing tracks that do not require to be upgraded and no impacts 
are predicted on the sites.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.7.6 There are twenty one areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 210 and 245 
that would potentially be directly affected by construction works along the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line and proposed access tracks.  

 Tower 219 – 223 

10.10.7.7 Township (219.1) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line, proposed ATV 
access between towers 219 and 220 and pull through position at tower 219.   

10.10.7.8 Field system (221.1) surrounds tower 221 and is crossed by the overhead transmission 
line, and c.30m from the proposed ATV access between towers 221 and 222.  

10.10.7.9 Hut circle (222.1) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line, the E half of the 
structure has been destroyed by construction of tower 222. 

10.10.7.10 Construction works associated with the pull through position and vehicle movement 
across upstanding features could potentially disturb elements of these sites.  

 Towers 223 – 224 

10.10.7.11 Clearance cairns (223.1, 223.2, 223.3) all lie within c.20m of the proposed ATV track 
between towers 223 and 224. In addition clearance cairns (223.2, 223.3) are potentially 
intersected by the machine position at tower 224. Construction work associated with the 
machine position and vehicle movement between towers 223 and 224 could potentially 
disturb the features.  

 Tower 227 – 228 
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10.10.7.12 Hut circles / field system (227.1) lie c.20m from the proposed ATV access to tower 227 
and tower 228. Vehicle movement across upstanding features could disturb the site.  

 Towers 228 – 230 

10.10.7.13 A substantial group of archaeological features (228.1) is spread between towers 229 
and 231. The features are crossed by the existing overhead transmission line, proposed 
temporary ‘trakway’ / ATV access in the area and machine position at tower 229. 
Construction works associated with the machine position and the ‘trakway’ access, and 
vehicle movement across upstanding features could potentially disturb elements of the 
site. 

 Towers 234 – 235 

10.10.7.14 Clearance cairns (234.1) are crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and 
c.50m from the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track between towers 234 and 235. The 
cairns could potentially be disturbed during construction of the track.  

 Towers 236 – 238 

10.10.7.15 Cairn (237.1) was previously recorded as being located c.20m from the route of the 
proposed access track between towers 236 and 237. The cairn was not identified during 
the recent survey due to the prevailing vegetation. 

10.10.7.16 Buildings / enclosure / burnt mound (237.2) are crossed by the existing overhead 
transmission line and proposed ATV access between towers 237 and 238, and are close 
to the proposed pull through position for tower 238.  

10.10.7.17 A sheepfold (238.2) lies c.20m from the existing overhead transmission line, is 
intersected by the proposed ATV access for tower 238 and is c.10m from the pull 
through position for tower 238.  

10.10.7.18 Construction works associated with the pull through position and vehicle movement 
across upstanding features has the potential to disturb the features.  

 Towers 240 – 242 

10.10.7.19 Farmstead (240.1) and burnt mound (240.2) are both c.10m from the existing overhead 
transmission line and c.40m from the proposed ATV access between tower 240 and 
241.  

10.10.7.20 Buildings / enclosure (241.1) lie c.20m from existing overhead transmission line, are 
intersected by the proposed access track between towers 240 and 241, and are c.5m 
from the pull through position at tower 241.  

10.10.7.21 A whisky still (241.4) and a scheduled dun / fort (241.5) are intersected by the existing 
overhead transmission line, and are c.50m the proposed ATV access for tower 241. In 
addition, the dun / fort (241.5) is c.10m from the pull through position at tower 241 and 
the whisky still (241.4) is c.50m from the pull through position.  

10.10.7.22 Construction works from the pull through position and vehicle movement across features 
has the potential to partially disturb the sites.  
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Proposed Access Tracks Outside Main Survey Corridor  

 Access 228 – 232 

10.10.7.23 Three sites, farmstead (228A), hut circle / clearance cairn (228B) and field system 
(228C) are all within c.10m of the proposed access track for towers 228-232. Township 
(228F) is intersected by the proposed access track for towers 228-232. Access within 
the areas close to these specific sites would be carried out using ATV tower and vehicle 
movement across features in this area could partially disturb the sites.  

Mitigation 

10.10.7.24 It is recommended that certain sites lying close to the existing overhead transmission 
line, access tracks and machine positions (222.1, 223.1, 223.2, 223.3, 227.1, 238.2, 
240.2) should be protected by fencing off or demarcating the features to ensure that 
they are protected and no damage occurs to them during the construction period. ATV 
access routes. Pull through positions should be positioned so as to avoid the 
archaeological features.  

10.10.7.25 Cairn (237.1) was previously recorded close to proposed access track between towers 
236 and 237. The site was not identified during the recent field survey, the area should 
be re-surveyed and if features are identified within 50m of the construction works the 
site should be fenced off and avoided during the construction period.   

10.10.7.26 Substantial archaeological remains were identified at several locations either close to or 
intersected by the existing overhead transmission line between towers 219–237 (219.1, 
221.1, 228.1, 234.1, 237.2, 240.1). It is recommended that each of these sites be 
mapped in detail and that the construction works, ATV routes and temporary ‘trakway’ 
tracks  are designed to avoid the features. All the features should be fenced off or 
demarcated during construction works to ensure that they are protected and no damage 
occurs to them during the construction period. In addition, it is recommended that an 
archaeological watching brief be carried out on any ground disturbance in the vicinity of 
these sites.   

10.10.7.27 Buildings / enclosure (241.1) lies close to a number of construction locations between 
towers 240 and 241. The site should be fenced off or demarcated where appropriate 
and construction work should avoid the area. A watching brief should be carried out on 
any ground disturbance in the vicinity of the site. 

10.10.7.28 Several substantial sites are located close to the proposed route for access to towers 
228-232 (228A, 228B, 228C, 228F). It is recommended that all of these sites are 
mapped in detail and that the ATV routes are designed so as to avoid the features. 
Features should be fenced off during construction works to avoid damage of the sites.   

Residual Effects  

10.10.7.29 The proposed mitigation would remove all potential direct effects on identified sites, 
although there may be physical effects on buried archaeology that would be mitigated by 
undertaking archaeological watching briefs in areas of ground disturbance. The residual 
effect of the proposed works on buried archaeology cannot be assessed reliably.  
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10.10.8 Kinnauld to Sidhean Mor (Towers 246 – 279) 

10.10.8.1 Seven sites (251.2, 267.1, 267.2, 268.1, 274.1, 261A, 261B) more than 50m from the 
existing overhead transmission line and other proposed construction work locations. No 
impacts are predicted on these sites.  

10.10.8.2 A firing range (249.1) was previously recorded within c.100m of the existing overhead 
transmission line. No upstanding remains of the site were identified during the field 
survey; however, the site is recorded more than 50m from the proposed ATV access 
route between towers 249 and 250 and no impact has been predicted on the firing 
range.  

10.10.8.3 Two sites, turf and stone structure (256.1) and enclosure (256.2) are both intersected by 
the overhead transmission line. However, no vehicle access or other construction works 
are required within this area and no impacts have been predicted for these two sites.  

10.10.8.4 A slag spot find (253E) was recovered c.10m from the proposed ATV access between 
towers 249 and 246. No ground breaking is proposed within this area therefore no 
impact is predicted on the site.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.8.5 There are fourteen areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 245 and 279 that 
would potentially be directly affected by construction works along the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line and proposed access tracks.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

 Towers 251 – 253 

10.10.8.6 Both farmstead (251.1) and enclosure (251.3) are within c.10m of the proposed ATV 
access for tower 251. In addition, enclosure (251.3) is crossed by the existing overhead 
transmission line and is c.5m from tower 251.  

10.10.8.7 A kiln and hut circle (253.2) are within c.40m of the proposed ATV access for tower 254 
and pull through position at tower 253.  

10.10.8.8 Construction works for the pull through position and vehicle movement along the access 
routes could potentially disturb the features.  

 Towers 256 – 258 

10.10.8.9 Two banks (257.1, 258.1) are crossed by the existing overhead transmission line. In 
addition, bank (257.1) is situated c.20m from the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track to 
tower 257, while bank (258.1) is intersected by the proposed ATV access for towers 258 
and 259. Construction works and vehicle movement across the banks has the potential 
to disturb the features.  

 Towers 274 – 277  

10.10.8.10 A field bank (274.2) has partially been destroyed by the construction of the 132kV 
overhead transmission line that runs underneath the 275kV overhead transmission line 
at tower 275 and is potentially intersected by the proposed pull through position at tower 
275. Building (275.1) is c.10m from the proposed ATV access between towers 275 / 276 
and crossed by the 132kV overhead transmission line that runs under the 275kV line 
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and requires to be lowered as part of the construction works. Field bank (277.1) is 
crossed by the existing overhead line and is located c.5m from the proposed access 
ATV access track between towers 277 and 278 and the pull through position at tower 
277. Construction works associated with the pull through positions and vehicle 
movement across upstanding features could result in partial disturbance of the features. 

Proposed Access Tracks Outside Main Survey Corridor 

10.10.8.11 Six cultural heritage sites are located within c.40m of the proposed ATV access for 
towers 251-254. Enclosure / field walls / buildings (253G) are intersected by the 
proposed access track. Three sites – corn drying kiln (253C), township (253D), and 
building (253F) are situated c.40m from the route of the proposed access. A dyke / 
enclosures and hut circle (253Ba&b) are all within c.20m of the proposed access and a 
corn-drying kiln (253A) is situated c.5m from the proposed access. It is proposed that 
towers 251-254 would be accessed using an ATV and vehicle movement across 
upstanding features in this area could partially disturb the features.  

Mitigation 

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

10.10.8.12 It is recommended that certain sites lying close to the existing overhead line, to the 
proposed route of access tracks and pull through positions (251.3, 257.1, 258.1, 274.2, 
275.1, 277.1) should be protected by fencing off or demarcating the features to ensure 
that they are protected and no damage occurs to them during the construction period. If 
banks (257.1, 274.2) cannot be avoided sections to be disturbed should be recorded 
prior to construction works.  

10.10.8.13 Farmstead (251.1) and kiln / hut circle (253.2) are close to proposed construction work 
locations. It is recommended that each site is surveyed in detail and that the 
construction works are designed so as to avoid the farmstead features. Where 
appropriate features should be fenced off or demarcated and avoided during 
construction work to avoid damage to them.  

10.10.8.14 Six sites (253A-D / F-G) are located within c.40m from the proposed ATV access track 
for towers 249-256. It is recommended that each site is surveyed in detail and that the 
access route is aligned to avoid the archaeological features. Where necessary features 
should be fenced off or demarcated.   

Residual Effects 

10.10.8.15 Of the fourteen sites potentially affected, mitigation would remove any effects in twelve 
cases. 

10.10.8.16 Residual uncertain effects are predicted for two sites: 

• Banks (258.1, 274.2), which may be disturbed by an ATV crossing the feature to 
access towers 258 and 259.  
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10.10.8.17 Assuming as a worst case scenario that it is not possible to avoid disturbing some 
elements of these two banks. The effects of the development on these sites would be of 
a low magnitude resulting in a negligible and non-significant effect.  

10.10.9 Sidhean Mor to Kincardine (Towers 280 – 320) 

10.10.9.1 Nineteen sites (284.1, 288.1, 293.1, 293.2, 302.1, 304.1, 306.5, 307.1, 312.1, 313.1, 
314.1, 282A, 284A, 293A, 293B, 300B, 300C, 311A, 311B) are located more than 50m 
from the existing overhead transmission line and other proposed construction work 
locations. No impacts are predicted on these sites.  

10.10.9.2 Eight sites (283.2, 283.3, 286.1, 294.2, 295.1, 306.2, 310.1, 310.2, 312.2) are within 
50m of the existing overhead transmission line, however, they are in areas that do not 
require vehicle access or any other construction works to be carried out and no impacts 
are predicted for these sites.  

10.10.9.3 Fourteen sites (294.1, 300.1, 307.3, 293C, 293D, 311C-K) are either intersected by or 
are within c.20m of the proposed access tracks for towers 292-293, 294, 300, 307, 311. 
Access to these towers would utilise existing tracks that do not require to be upgraded 
and no impacts are predicted on these sites. A short section of temporary ‘trakway’ track 
will be utilised to access tower 293, no impacts are predicted.  

10.10.9.4 Military installation (297.1) and pill boxes (298.1) were both previously recorded within 
50m of the existing overhead transmission line. No upstanding remains of either site 
were identified during the field survey, however, the previous locations for each site are 
in areas of the line that do not require vehicle access or other construction works and no 
impacts are predicted on the sites.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.9.5 There are eighteen areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 279 and 320 that 
would potentially be directly effected by construction works along the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line and proposed access tracks.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

 Towers 281-284 

10.10.9.6 Three sites, a hut circle (281.1) and two field banks (281.2, 281.3) are all crossed by the 
existing overhead transmission line. Furthermore, hut circle (281.1) lies within c.40m of 
the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ for tower 281 and c.40m from tower 281, which 
requires foundation upgrading. Field bank (281.2) is also within c.40m of tower 281 that 
requires foundation upgrading and field bank (281.3) is close to the location of the 
proposed undergrounding of a wood pole line. An enclosure (283.1) lies within c.10m of 
the existing overhead transmission line, c.50m from the machine position at tower 283. 

10.10.9.7 Construction works associated with the ‘trakway’ access track and machine position at 
tower 283, and ground disturbance works for the undergrounding of a wood pole line 
and foundation upgrades could all potentially disturb the features. 

 Towers 290-298 

10.10.9.8 Five sites between towers 290 and 298 are crossed by the existing overhead 
transmission line (290.1, 291.1, 296.1, 296.2). In addition, clearance cairn (290.1) is 
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intersected by the proposed ATV access between towers 290 and 291, and c.40m from 
the pull through position at tower 290. Hut circles / small cairns (291.1) are c.20-30m 
from the proposed ATV access for tower 291 and c.5m from the proposed pull through 
position at tower 291. Hut circles / clearance cairns (296.1) are c.10m from the pull 
through position at tower 296 and c.50m from the proposed access track for tower 296, 
and farmstead (296.2) is located c.5m from the proposed access track for tower 296 and 
the location of the proposed undergrounding of a wood pole line, and c.40m from the 
pull through position at tower 296.  

10.10.9.9 Hut circles / field system (292.2) are potentially intersected by the location of the 
undergrounding section of a wood pole line. Hut circles / field system (292.1) are c.20m 
from the existing overhead transmission line and c.60m from the machine position at 
tower 293.  

10.10.9.10 An alleged battle site (295.4) is also within the vicinity of the existing overhead 
transmission line and pull through position at 296. 

10.10.9.11 Construction works along the route of the existing overhead transmission line and at 
proposed pull through positions, ground disturbance works associated with the 
undergrounding of a wood pole line and vehicle movement for access could potentially 
disturb elements of these sites.   

 Towers 303 to 304 

10.10.9.12 A field system (303.1) is visible on the aerial photographs between towers 303 and 304. 
No visible upstanding remain of the field system were visible however there is potential 
for buried features still to survive. The field system location is intersected by the 
proposed access track between Towers 303 and 304 and potentially intersected by the 
machine position at Tower 304. Ground disturbance associated with the machine 
position and proposed ‘trakway’ access track may disturb the site.  

 Towers 306 to 317 

10.10.9.13 Field banks (306.3, 307.2) are crossed by the existing overhead transmission line. The 
latter is intersected by the proposed ATV access for tower 307, and stands c.20m from 
the pull through position at tower 307. Field bank (310.3) is c.10m from the existing 
overhead transmission line and c.20m from the proposed ATV access to tower 311. 
Field banks / enclosure / clearance cairns / quarry (311.1) and townships (315.1, 316.1) 
are crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and proposed ATV accesses.  

10.10.9.14 Construction works associated with the pull through position and vehicle movement 
within this area along access routes could potentially disturb the features.  

Mitigation 

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

10.10.9.15 It is recommended that certain sites lying close to the existing overhead transmission 
line and the proposed route of access tracks and pull through positions (281.1, 281.2, 
283.1, 291.1, 292.1, 306.3, 315.1) should be protected by fencing off or demarcating the 
features to ensure that they are protected and no damage occurs to them during the 
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construction period. In addition, it is recommended that a watching brief be carried out 
on any ground disturbance works within the vicinity of hut circles / small cairns (291.1).  

10.10.9.16 Field banks (307.2, 310.3) are both intersected by proposed ATV access routes. It is 
recommended that the ATV route crosses the bank at any broken sections or where the 
bank is less well preserved if possible. If this is not possible then any areas that are 
disturbed should be recorded prior to construction works. 

10.10.9.17 Field bank (281.3) is intersected by the overhead transmission line and close to the 
proposed undergrounding section of a wood pole line in this area. The site should be 
fenced off and avoided during construction works. If the undergrounding section cannot 
be re-routed it is recommended that areas where disturbance is unavoidable, be 
recorded prior to construction works.  

10.10.9.18 Six sites (290.1, 292.2, 296.1, 296.2, 311.1, 316.1) are all close to several construction 
locations including access routes, pull through positions and undergrounding sections of 
a wood pole line. It is recommended that each site is surveyed in detail and that the 
construction works are designed so as to avoid the features. Once surveyed the sites 
should be fenced off or demarcated so that they are not damaged during the 
construction period and a watching brief should be carried out on any areas of ground 
disturbance in the vicinity of these sites.  

10.10.9.19 It is recommended that a watching brief is carried out on any ground breaking in the 
vicinity of two sites, site of battle (295.4) and field systems (303.1). No visible remains of 
these sites were identified during the field survey, however there is still potential for 
buried features to survive.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.9.20 Of the eighteen sites potentially affected, mitigation would remove any effects in thirteen 
cases.  

10.10.9.21 Uncertain residual effects are predicted for five sites: 

10.10.9.22 Field bank (281.3) is close to an undergrounding section of a wood pole line and may 
potentially be disturbed if ground breaking works are carried out near to the site. 

10.10.9.23 A site of a battle (295.4) was previously recorded close to the existing overhead 
transmission line. No upstanding remains were identified associated with the battle site, 
however, there may still be potential for buried remains to be present in this area.  

10.10.9.24 Field banks (307.2, 310.3) are intersected by proposed ATV access routes any 
disturbance resulting from ATV crossing of the banks could potentially disturb the 
features.  

10.10.9.25 Construction works associated with ‘trakway’ access and a machine position may 
potential disturb field system (303.1).  

10.10.9.26 Assuming as a worst case scenario that it is not possible to avoid disturbing some 
elements of these sites, the effects of the development on these sites would be of a low 
magnitude resulting in negligible and non-significant effects.  
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10.10.10  Kincardine to Baldoon (Towers 321 – 366) 

10.10.10.1 Two sites, an enclosure (326.1) and a quarry (335A) are located more than 50m from 
the existing overhead transmission line and other proposed construction work locations. 
No impacts have been predicted on these two sites.  

10.10.10.2 Farmstead (357A) is intersected by the proposed access track for towers 354–357. 
Access to these towers is proposed to utilise an existing track that does not require to be 
modified and no impact is predicted for this site.   

10.10.10.3 An area of peat cuttings (324.1) is in close proximity to the existing overhead 
transmission line. Access to this area of the line would be carried out using only an ATV 
and no impact is predicted for the peat cuttings.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.10.4 There are four areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 321 and 365 that would 
potentially be directly affected by construction works along the route of the existing 
overhead transmission line and proposed access tracks. 

 Towers 326-327 

10.10.10.5 A structure / shieling hut (326.2) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line, 
lies c.40m from the proposed access track to tower 327 that requires upgrading, and 
c.60m from the machine position at tower 327. Construction works associated with the 
machine position and the upgrading of the access track (eg widening, minor 
realignment) could result in at least partial disturbance of the shieling hut. 

 Towers 341-343 

10.10.10.6 Enclosures (341.1) and township (343.1) are both crossed by the existing overhead 
transmission line, proposed access tracks for towers 340 / 342 and 343 respectively. In 
addition, enclosures (341.1) are potentially intersected by the pull through positions at 
towers 340, 341 and machine position at tower 342.  

10.10.10.7 A further township (342.1) is situated c.5m from the existing overhead transmission line 
and machine position at tower 342, and within c.50m of the proposed access tracks 
between towers 342 and 343.  

10.10.10.8 Construction works and vehicle movement associated with the pull through positions at 
towers 340, 341 and machine position at tower 342, and proposed temporary ‘trakway’ 
track may potentially disturb these sites.   

Mitigation 

10.10.10.9 It is recommended that the structure / shieling (326.2) which lies close to the existing 
overhead transmission line is fenced off or demarcated for the duration of the 
development to protect and ensure that no damage occurs to the structure during the 
construction period.  

10.10.10.10 A number of archaeologically sensitive areas (341.1, 342.1, 343.1) are either intersected 
by the development or lie close to construction work locations. It is recommended that 
each site is surveyed in detail prior to construction works and that the development is 
designed to avoid these features. Where appropriate the features should be fenced off 
or demarcated during the construction work to avoid damage to the features. It is 
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recommended that a watching brief should be carried out on any ground disturbance in 
the vicinity of each site.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.10.11 Of the four sites potentially affected, mitigation would remove any effects on the 
identified features, and no residual effects would occur. 

10.10.11 Baldoon to Novar (Towers 367 – 380) 

10.10.11.1 Two sites are located more than 50m from the existing overhead transmission line and 
other proposed construction work locations (368.1, 368.2).  No impacts are predicted on 
these sites. 

10.10.11.2 Field bank (366.1) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and field bank 
(377.1, 378.1) and building (378.2) are all within c.20m of the existing overhead 
transmission line. No vehicle access or other construction works are required in these 
areas and no impacts are predicted on these features.  

10.10.11.3 A farmstead (367.1) lies within c.5m of the proposed access track for tower 368, a 
scheduled chambered cairn (366A) lies within c.10m of the proposed access track for 
tower 366 and a road bridge (377A) forms part of the proposed access track to towers 
377 and 378. The access routes proposed within these sections of the development will 
utilise existing tracks that do not require to be upgraded and no impacts are predicted on 
these sites.  

10.10.11.4 A farmstead (370.1) and Moultavie House (379.1), Category C(s) listed, are both 
upstanding buildings that are currently occupied and no impact has been predicted for 
the two buildings. 

10.10.11.5 An area of peat cuttings (366B) is intersected by the proposed access track to tower 
365. Access to this tower would partly utilise an existing track that requires to be 
upgraded and a proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track. A minimal impact is predicted for 
the peat cuttings.   

Predicted Effects 

10.10.11.6 There are two areas of cultural heritage between towers 366 and 379 within 100m of the 
existing overhead transmission line that would potentially be directly affected by 
construction works.  

10.10.11.7 The existing overhead transmission line and proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track to 
tower 372 intersects the designed landscape for Ardross Castle (373.1). Temporary 
‘trakway’ track would be used to access tower 372. The proposed access route crosses 
a ploughed field and no impacts are predicted. Three pull through positions are also 
proposed within the designed landscape at towers 372, 373 and 374. Construction 
works associated with these pull through positions may potentially disturb designed 
landscape features.  

10.10.11.8 A clearance cairn (376.1) is c.40m from the route of the undergrounding section of a 
wood pole line. Construction works during the undergrounding of the line could disturb 
the clearance cairn.  
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Mitigation 

10.10.11.9 It is recommended that clearance cairns (376.1) is fenced off or demarcated to ensure 
that the site is protected and no damage occurs during the construction period. In 
addition the undergrounding areas should be aligned so as to avoid the archaeological 
features. 

10.10.11.10 The pull through positions and access route within the Historic Garden and Designed 
Landscape of Ardross Castle (373.1) should be designed so as to avoid all designed 
landscape features.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.11.11 All potential effects can be removed by careful mitigation design and no residual effects 
are predicted. 

10.10.12 Novar House (Towers 381 – 398) 

10.10.12.1 Three sites (384.1, 386.1, 393.1) are located more than 50m from the existing overhead 
transmission line and other proposed construction work locations. No impacts are 
predicted on these sites.  

10.10.12.2 Six sites (387.1, 387.2, 394.1, 388A, 390A, 394A) are all within 20m of the proposed 
access tracks. The proposed access tracks in close proximity to these sites will utilise 
existing tracks which do not require to be upgraded and no impacts are predicted on 
these sites.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.12.3 There are two areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 380 and 399 that would 
potentially be directly affected by construction works along the route of the existing 
overhead transmission line and proposed access tracks.  

10.10.12.4 Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

 Towers 388-392 

10.10.12.5 The existing overhead transmission line and access tracks for towers 387-388 intersect 
the Historic Garden and Designed Landscape of Novar Estates (390.1). The majority of 
access tracks within the designed landscape would utilise existing tracks that do not 
require to be upgraded. One short section of an ATV access would be required between 
towers 390 and 391. Vehicle movement along this access route could potentially disturb 
features of the designed landscape.  

 Towers 397-398 

10.10.12.6 An area of rig and furrow (398.1) lies c.20m from the existing overhead transmission 
line, and would be intersected by the proposed access track between towers 398 and 
399 and also potentially by the machine position at tower 398. Construction works in 
these areas may potentially result in partial disturbance of the rig and furrow.  
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Mitigation 

10.10.12.7 It is recommended that the area of rig and furrow (398.1) should be protected by fencing 
off to ensure that no damage occurs to it during the construction period.  

10.10.12.8 Where the development intersects the Historical Garden and Designed Landscape of 
Novar Estates (390.1) the construction works should be designed to avoid any 
disturbance to features of the designed landscape.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.12.9 All potential effects can be removed by careful mitigation design and no residual effects 
are predicted.  

10.10.13 Novar to Fluchlady (Towers 399-414) 

10.10.13.1 Four sites (405.1, 408.1, 411.1, 404A) are located more than 50m from the existing 
overhead transmission line and other proposed construction work locations. No impacts 
are predicted on these sites.  

10.10.13.2 Clearance cairn (410.1) is located c.20m from the existing overhead transmission line, 
however no vehicle access or other construction works are required in this area and no 
impact is predicted on the site. 

10.10.13.3 A farmstead (410.2) is located c.10m from the existing overhead transmission line and 
c.5m from the proposed access track for tower 410. In addition, a bank (410C) is 
crossed by the proposed access track for tower 410 and 411. The access for towers 410 
and 411 would utilise existing tracks which do not require to be upgraded and no impact 
is predicted on these sites.  

10.10.13.4 The NMRS and SMR record the presence of documentary reference to burgh (406A). 
No features associated with this documentary reference were located in the ground, and 
therefore no impact is predicted upon this site.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.13.5 There are seven areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 400 and 414 that 
would potentially be directly affected by construction works along the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line and proposed access tracks.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

 Towers 400-401 

10.10.13.6 Building (400.1) is potentially intersected by the proposed undergrounding section of a 
wood pole line and is c.20m from the proposed ATV access for tower 400. Ground 
disturbance associated with the undergrounding section in this area could potential 
disturb the building and vehicle movement could potentially disturb the site if upstanding 
features are crossed.  

 Towers 406-409 

10.10.13.7 A dry-stone wall (406.1), a structure (407.1) and a farmstead (407.3) are all crossed by 
the existing overhead transmission line. In addition, the dry-stone wall (406.1) is c.50m 
from the proposed temporary ‘trakway’ track for tower 406 and potentially intersected by 
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the pull through position at tower 406, structure (407.1) is c.30m from the proposed ATV 
access for tower 408, farmstead (407.3) is c.40m from the proposed ATV access for 
tower 408. Farmstead (408.2) is c.20m from the proposed ATV access for tower 408.  

10.10.13.8 Structure (407.2) is situated c.10m from the existing overhead transmission line and 
within c.40m of the proposed ATV access for tower 408. 

10.10.13.9 Construction works associated with the ‘trakway’ access and pull through position, and 
vehicle movement within the area could potentially disturb the features.  

 Towers 410-413 

10.10.13.10 A cairn or possible structure (412.1) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission 
line and proposed ATV access between towers 412 and 413, and is c.30m from the pull 
through position at tower 413. Construction works associated with the pull through 
position and vehicle movement across upstanding features could disturb the site.  

Proposed Access Tracks Outside Main Survey Corridor  

 Access 410-411 

10.10.13.11 A field boundary (410B) is intersected by the proposed access track for towers 410 and 
411. In addition the field boundary (410B) is crossed by the existing overhead 
transmission line and is c.20m from tower 410 that requires foundation upgrading. 
Ground disturbance associated with the proposed foundation upgrading may disturb the 
field boundary.  

Mitigation 

10.10.13.12 It is recommended that sites lying close to the existing overhead line, proposed access 
tracks and pull through positions (400.1, 406.1, 407.1, 407.2, 407.3, 412.1) should be 
protected by fencing off or demarcating the features to ensure that they are protected 
and no damage occurs to them during the construction period. In addition, the cable 
route proposed to run close to building (400.1) should be routed so as to avoid the 
structure and a watching brief should be carried out on an ground disturbance in close 
vicinity to the building.   

10.10.13.13 Field boundary (410B) is intersected by the proposed access track for towers 410 and 
411 and lies within c.20m of tower 410, which requires foundation upgrading. It is 
recommended that the field boundary is protected where possible and that construction 
works are designed to avoid the features. The field boundary should be fenced off 
during the construction period; any areas where disturbance is unavoidable should be 
recorded archaeologically prior to construction works commencing in that area.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.13.14 Of the seven sites potentially affected mitigation would remove any effects in six cases.  

10.10.13.15 An uncertain residual effect is predicted for field boundary (410B), which could 
potentially be disturbed by ground disturbing works associated with the foundation 
upgrading for tower 410. 
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10.10.13.16 Assuming as a worst case scenario that it is not possible to avoid disturbing some 
elements of this site, the effects of the development on this site would be of medium 
magnitude, resulting in a negligible and non-significant effect. 

10.10.14 Fluchlady to Dunglass (Towers 415 – 440) 

10.10.14.1 Seven sites are located more than 50m from the existing overhead transmission line and 
other proposed construction work locations (417.1, 422.3, 425.1, 426.1, 434.1, 417A, 
422A,). No impacts are predicted on these sites.   

10.10.14.2 A field bank (420.1) is c.10m from the existing overhead transmission line, however no 
vehicle access or construction works are required along this section of the line and no 
impact is predicted for this feature.  

10.10.14.3 Seaforth Sanatorium (435.1) is located c.40m from the existing overhead transmission 
line. The building is Category B Listed and is currently in use. No impact for this site has 
been predicted.  

10.10.14.4 A well (436.1) was previously recorded c.40m from the existing overhead transmission 
line. No upstanding remains of this site were identified during the field survey. The 
feature was previously recorded in an area of the line that does not require vehicle 
access or construction work to be carried out. No impact is predicted for this feature. 

10.10.14.5 A curling pond (437.2) was previously recorded c.20m from the existing overhead 
transmission line and c.10m from the proposed access track to tower 437. No 
upstanding remains of the feature was identified during the field survey. Access to tower 
437 would utilise an existing track that does not require to be upgraded and no impact is 
predicted on the pond.  

10.10.14.6 Farmstead (415A) and stone and turf bank (415B) are both c.10m from the proposed 
access track for towers 414-416. An existing track would be used for access during the 
construction works. The access track does not require to be upgraded and therefore no 
impacts are predicted on these two sites.  

10.10.14.7 Farmstead (430A) is within c.10m from the proposed access track to tower 431. An 
existing track would be used for access during the construction works. This access track 
does not require to be upgraded and therefore no impact is predicted on the farmstead.  

Potential Effects 

10.10.14.8 There are nine areas of cultural heritage interest between towers 415 and 439 that 
would potentially be directly affected by construction works along the route of the 
existing overhead transmission line.  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line  

 Towers 418–422 

10.10.14.9 Three sites, field banks (419.1, 420.2, 421.1), are all crossed by the existing overhead 
transmission line. In addition, field bank (419.1) is potentially intersected by the 
proposed ATV access route for towers 418 and 419; field bank (420.2) is within c.50m of 
the proposed ATV access route for tower 421 and pull through position for tower 421; 
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and field bank (421.1) is c.20m from the pull through position for tower 421 and c.30m 
from the proposed ATV access route for tower 421.  

10.10.14.10 A burial cairn (421.2) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and c.50m 
from the proposed access to tower 421. 

10.10.14.11 Two clearance cairns (422.1, 422.2) are c.10m from the existing overhead transmission 
line, proposed access track for tower 422 and pull through position for tower 422. 

10.10.14.12 Construction works associated with the pull through positions and vehicle movements in 
these areas could potentially disturb the features.  

 Towers 431-439 

10.10.14.13 A field boundary (431.1) is within c.10m of the existing overhead transmission line and 
proposed ATV access route for tower 431. Clearance cairns (437.1) are c.20m from the 
existing overhead transmission line, proposed access track for tower 437 and the pull 
through position for tower 437. Access to tower 437 will utilise an existing road that does 
not require to be upgraded.  

10.10.14.14 The existing overhead transmission line and several proposed ATV access routes to the 
line intersect the designed landscape for Brahan Historic Garden and Designed 
Landscape (438.1). A pull through position is also proposed for tower 437, which is 
located in the most North East corner of the designed landscape.    

10.10.14.15 Construction works associated with the pull through positions and vehicle movement in 
these areas could potentially disturb the features.  

Mitigation 

10.10.14.16 It is recommended that certain sites lying close to the existing overhead transmission 
line, close to the proposed route of access tracks and pull through positions (419.1, 
421.2, 422.1, 422.2, 431.1, 437.1) should be protected by fencing off or demarcating the 
features to ensure that they are protected and no damage occurs to them during the 
construction period. In addition access roads and pull through positions should be set 
out so as to avoid the archaeological features.  

10.10.14.17 Field banks (420.2, 421.1) both lie close to the existing overhead transmission line, 
proposed access for tower 421 and a pull through position at tower 421. It is 
recommended that the banks are protected where possible and that the construction 
works are designed to avoid the features. The banks should be fenced off during the 
construction period; any areas where disturbance is unavoidable should be recorded 
archaeologically prior to construction works commencing at those locations.  

10.10.14.18 It is proposed that ATV access would be utilised to towers within the designed 
landscape for Brahan (438.1). The access routes cross pasture / ploughed fields and no 
impacts are predicted in these areas. It is recommended that the pull through position 
should be designed so as to avoid any disturbance to the designed landscape.  

Residual Effects 

10.10.14.19 Of the nine sites potentially affected, mitigation would remove any effects in seven 
cases. 
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10.10.14.20 Uncertain residual effects are predicted for two sites, field banks (420.2, 421.1), that 
may potentially be disturbed if the banks cannot be avoided or protected during the 
construction period. Assuming as a worst case scenario that it is not possible to avoid 
disturbing parts of the field banks, the effects of the development on these sites would 
be of a medium magnitude resulting in negligible and non-significant effects.  

10.10.15 Dunglass to Beauly (Towers 441 – 474) 

10.10.15.1 Eight sites are located more than 50m from the existing overhead transmission line and 
other proposed construction work locations (441.1, 441.2, 442.1 446.1, 459.1, 459.2, 
460.2, 470.1). No impacts have been predicted on these sites. 

10.10.15.2 Five sites (456.1, 456.2, 456.3, 471.1, 471.2) are within 50m of the existing overhead 
transmission line, however, no vehicle access or other construction works are required 
along this section of the line and no impacts have been predicted for these sites. 

10.10.15.3 Cropmarks (444A) are located c.40m from the proposed access track for towers 444 
and 445. Access to these towers would utilise an existing track that does not require to 
be upgraded and no impact is predicted for the site.   

10.10.15.4 Four sites (460A, 460B, 460C, 460D) are all within c.10m of the proposed access track 
between towers 459 and 460. In addition a farm boundary wall (469A) is intersected by 
the proposed access track for tower 468 to 469. Access to these towers would use 
existing tracks that do not require to be upgraded and no impact is predicted on these 
sites.  

10.10.15.5 Earthworks / mound (463.1) was previously recorded within c.10m of the existing 
overhead transmission line. No upstanding remains of the features were identified 
during the field survey and the earthworks / mound appear to have been destroyed 
during the construction of a recent bungalow. 

10.10.15.6 A well (464.2) was previously recorded on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition as 
underlying the existing overhead transmission line. No upstanding remains of the well 
were identified during the field survey and no impact is predicted for this feature. 

10.10.15.7 A quarry (452A) was previously recorded c.20m from the proposed ATV access route to 
tower 453. The quarry was not identified during the field survey and no impact is 
predicted on this site.  

10.10.15.8 The free church (472.1) is located c.40m from the overhead transmission line. This 
building is Category C(s) Listed and is currently in use. No impacts are predicted for this 
structure.  

10.10.15.9 Four sites Conan Mains (446A), Ord Mains farmstead (455A), Ord Farm Mill (455B), and 
Ord Mains Hotel (454A) are all standing buildings which are currently occupied and no 
impact is predicted for these structures.  

10.10.15.10 A farmstead (460.1) was previously recorded at Aultvaich on the Ordnance Survey 1st 
Edition map. No visible upstanding remains of the farmstead were identified during the 
field survey and the farmstead appears to have been destroyed during the development 
of a new residential house. No impact is therefore predicted for the farmstead.  
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Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

10.10.15.11 There are fifteen areas of cultural heritage between towers 440 and 474 that would 
potentially be directly affected by construction works along the route of the existing 
overhead transmission line.  

 Towers 451-452 

10.10.15.12 A walled garden (451.1), is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line, c.20m 
from the proposed access to tower 451 and pull through position at tower 451.  Further 
features including a pond (451.2) and a clearance cairn (451.3), are c.20m from the 
existing overhead transmission line. Furthermore the clearance cairn (451.3) is c.10m 
from the proposed access track for tower 451.  

10.10.15.13 A field bank (451.4) is also c.30m from the existing overhead transmission line and 
proposed access track for tower 451.  

10.10.15.14 Movement of an ATV during construction works in this area may potentially disturb these 
features.  

 Towers 453-455 

10.10.15.15 Clearance cairns (453.1) are crossed by the existing overhead transmission line, 
proposed access track for tower 454, and pull through position at tower 454. A 
clearance cairn (454.1) lies within c.10m from the existing transmission line and c.50m 
from the proposed access track between 454 and 455. In addition, a field boundary 
(455.1) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and proposed access track 
between tower 454 and 455. It is proposed to use an existing access track between 
towers 454 and 455. The track, however, requires to be upgraded and certain 
construction works (eg widening, minor realignment) could result in at least partial 
disturbance of the farmstead.   

 Towers 457-458 

10.10.15.16 Two field boundaries (457.1, 457.2) and a mound (457.3) are all crossed by the 
overhead transmission line. A field bank (457.4) is also within c.10m of the existing 
overhead transmission line. In addition, field boundary (457.1) is c.10m from the route of 
the proposed ATV access to tower 457; field boundary (457.2), mound (457.3) and field 
bank (457.4) are all within c.40m of the proposed pull through position at tower 458. 
Construction works for the pull through position or vehicle movement in this area may 
result in at least partial disturbance of these features.  

 Towers 462-465 

10.10.15.17 Field banks / clearance cairns (462.1) and hollow-way (462.3) are within c.30m of the 
existing overhead transmission line and c.20m from the location of the proposed 
undergrounding of wood pole lines between towers 462 and 463. A building / field wall 
(464.1) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and proposed ATV access 
route for tower 465. In all cases, construction works and vehicle movement over the 
features could cause damage to them. 

 Towers 470-472 
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10.10.15.18 A ditch (470.2) is c.5m from the existing overhead transmission line and tower 470, and 
c.10m from the proposed ATV access route between towers 470 and 471.  

Mitigation  

Existing Overhead Transmission Line 

10.10.15.19 It is recommended that certain sites lying close to the existing overhead transmission 
line, close to the proposed route of access tracks and undergrounding sections of a 
wood pole lines (451.1, 451.2, 451.3, 451.4, 453.1, 454.1, 455.1, 457.1, 457.2, 457.3, 
457.4, 462.1, 462.3, 470.2) should be protected by fencing off or demarcating the 
features to ensure that they are protected and no damage occurs to them during the 
construction period. Access roads should also be aligned so as to avoid the 
archaeological features.  

10.10.15.20 Field wall (464.1) is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and by the 
proposed route for the ATV access route to tower 465. The access route should be re-
routed through any broken sections of wall if possible and a photographic record should 
be carried out on wall sections where disturbance is unavoidable.  

Residual Impacts 

10.10.15.21 Of the fifteen areas potentially affected, mitigation would remove any effects in fourteen 
cases. 

10.10.15.22 Uncertain residual effects are predicted for one site, a building / field wall (464.1).  This 
site is crossed by the existing overhead transmission line and proposed access track for 
tower 465 and may be disturbed by ATV movement across the feature.  

10.10.15.23 Assuming the worst case scenario and it is not possible to avoid disturbing the field 
boundary the effect on the development on this site would be of low magnitude resulting 
in a negligible / non-significant effect. 

10.11 Operational Effects 
10.11.1 There are twenty three sections of existing track requiring upgrading as part of the 

construction works. These include sections to towers 12, 32, 34, 35, 42, 48, 56, 96, 113, 
115, 131, 135/136, 141, between 150 and 151, between 153 and 158, between 188 and 
199, tower 201, between 203 and 207, tower 321, tower 327, part of tower 357, between 
towers 365 and 367 and tower 454, (for location details see Figure 10.1, sheets 1 to 22). 

10.11.2 The exact details of the upgrading proposed are not known but these could include 
widening of the tracks, upgrading of track surfaces, the creation of passing places and 
partial realignment. Track upgrades may have an impact on cultural heritage resources 
although visibility of the development would be largely confined to the immediate 
environs of the upgraded track. 

10.11.3 The North East end of an existing track, running from the main public road (A836) to 
tower 12 is to be upgraded. The existing track is located c.150m from Achins hut circles 
/ field system (12.1), which is designated a NSR site (Code V) and very probably of 
national importance. 
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10.11.4 The existing track running from the main public road (A897) to tower 32 is to be 
upgraded. The existing track intersects Connagill township (32A) which is designated a 
NSR site (Code V) and very probably of national importance.  

10.11.5 The South end of an access track, running from the main public road (A897) to tower 48 
is to be upgraded. The existing track is located c.50m from a SAM, Dalhalvaig hut circle 
/ enclosure / field system (SAM1876 / 47.2).  

10.11.6 The full length of the existing track running from the public road (A897) to tower 131 is to 
be upgraded. Several SAMs lie within 100m of the existing access track including 
Kinbrace Farm hut circle (SAM 3321 / 130A), Kinbrace Farm, cairn (SAM 3322) and 
Kinbrace Farm chambered cairn (SAM 3326) and Kinbrace township / head dyke (130C) 
that is designated a NSR site (Code C) and almost certainly of national importance.  

10.11.7 The existing track running from the main public road (A897) to tower 141 is to be 
upgraded. The existing track is located c.100m from Carn Nam Buth Broch/homestead 
(142.1). The broch/homestead is designated a NSR site (Code V) and very probably of 
national importance.  

10.11.8 A section of existing track c.100m E of the Historic Gardens and Designed Landscape of 
Kildonian Lodge (150.1) is to be upgraded. The designed landscape is well sheltered 
and the shelter belts surrounding the lodge screen the designed landscape from the 
surrounding area.  

10.11.9 A section of existing track running to tower 201 is to be upgraded in several areas. The 
existing track is located c.100m to the NW and W of Kilbraur cairn, hut circle (SAM1793 
/ 202.3).  

10.11.10 The existing track running from the public road (A832) to tower 454 is to be upgraded. 
The existing track is located c.20m to the S of Category B listed Ord Mains Hotel (454A).  

10.11.11 There are no SAMs Listed Buildings, or NSR Code C and V sites within 100m of the 
other sections of existing track that require upgrading (see illustrations).   

10.11.12 As the exact upgrading details are not known the predicted effects on the receptors is 
uncertain. However, given the nature of the upgrading (see above) there are unlikely to 
be any significant effects in the settings of these sites.    

10.12 Summary and Conclusions  
10.12.1 The potential effects of the existing overhead transmission line, from Beauly to 

Dounreay, and associated access tracks to the existing overhead transmission line have 
been assessed through a programme of desk-based assessment, reconnaissance field 
survey, consultation and impact assessment.  

10.12.2 The study identified 460 archaeological and heritage sites within a 200m wide corridor 
along the existing overhead line route and 100m wide corridor along proposed access 
track routes. These comprised 9 SAMs, 8 Listed Buildings, 79 NSR sites (Code C, V 
and R,) 4 Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes and 360 areas of archaeological 
interest.  

10.12.3 One significant direct residual effect is predicted as arising from the proposed 
construction works on hut circles / homestead / enclosures (12.1). Possible non-
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significant direct residual effects have been predicted in relation to twenty six cultural 
heritage sites, minor/non-significant effects have been predicted for three sites (62.1, 
78.1, 32A) and negligible/non-significant effects have been predicted for twenty three 
sites (8.2, 12.2, 137.2, 146.2, 146.3, 146.4, 155.1, 191.1, 202.3, 206.2, 258.1, 274.2, 
281.3, 295.4, 303.1, 307.1, 310.3, 420.2, 421.1, 464.1, 130A, 130C, 410B) and one 
unknown effect for battle site (47.1)  

10.12.4 Potential non-significant indirect effects have been predicted in relation to eleven 
external receptors within 150m of existing tracks that require upgrading: five SAMs 
Dalhalvaig hut circle / enclosure / field system, Kinbrace Farm hut circle, Kinbrace Farm 
cairn, Kinbrace Farm chambered cairn and Kilbruar cairn; one Historic Garden and 
Designed Landscape, Kildonan Lodge; one listed building Ord Mains Hotel, three NSR 
sites (Code V) Achins hut circles / field system, Connagill township, and Carn Nam Buth 
broch / homestead; and one NSR site (Code C) Kinbrace township / head dyke.  

10.12.5 Mitigation methods have been proposed on a site to site basis for all of the cultural 
heritage sites required to reduce or offset the predicted impacts. These would be 
approved in advance with The Highland Council Archaeology Unit. 


