
HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Proforma 

  

 
 
 

 
1. Name of Kirkyard:  Achanalt Church 
     (From HER) 

 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 25820 61639  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Contin  
 
 
4. Description:  Rural graveyard perched on top of a hill overlooking the valley of 
the River Bran and the settlement of Achanalt.  There is no redundant or in use 
church within the graveyard, but the Achanalt Auld Church is nearby.  The 
graveyard does house the Bignold Mausoleum and the grave of Captain Bertram 
Dickson, military aviation pioneer.   
The ground is uneven and steep as the site is atop a hill.  19th and 20th century 
gravestones, uprights, table tops and some flat slabs underfoot. The gravestones 
face east.  The highest point is at the west end of the ground and it is an irregular 
oval shape. 
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5. Setting:  Hilltop setting overlooking the river Bran and its valley to the south and 
the hills beyond.  The railway line and the A832 also lie below.  To the north of the 
site are trees and hills and there are Yew trees in the graveyard.  The site has 
stunning views from a high vantage point over the valley, river and mountains.  
The other Achanalt graveyard, (Cnoc nam Ban), can also be seen from here. 

 
6. Designations and Significance:  This is the earlier of the two graveyards in 
Achanalt.  The gravestones range in style. 
The site houses the grave of the military aviation pioneer, Captain Bertram 
Dickson, d.1913.  His burial place is signposted from the main road below and 
there is an explanation of who he was on the path leading to the graveyard. 
The Bignold mausoleum is a foreboding structure, with tall stone posts and thick 
metal bars  and stands out in a graveyard with no other buildings, only 
gravestones and the rubble boundary wall. A cursory search shows that the 
mausoleum may be connected with Sir Arthur Bignold who died in 1915 and who 
was a very important figure in the Highlands, a politician and benefactor. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      
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7. Elements: 
 
Boundary Walls:  Rubble stone pointed walls with coping stones.  The walls are 
crumbling at parts.  The ground inside the walls meets the height of the walls.           
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  Metal style farm gate, with two metal gatepiers in 
the east walls.                                                
 
Mausolea:  The Bignold Mausoleum:  Severe, chunky, imposing burial enclosure 
containing a mausoleum.  Thick grey stone pillars line the east and north boundary 
of the enclosure, with thick, tall, iron railings in between.  The south wall of the 
burial enclosure is of rusticated ashlar, with rusticated coping stones.  The west 
wall is half rusticated ashlar and half stone pillars and railings.  The enclosure 
projects outwith the northern boundary wall of the burial ground.   There is a 
locked gate in the east wall.  The mausoleum building inside the enclosure has a 
roof made of stone slabs.  The door is in the south gable with Bignold Mausoleum 
and a crest inscribed above it.  The south gable is mostly rusticated ashlar with 
smooth ashlar pediment around the top of the door.  In the west wall there is a 
small round window.  The stones at the skews are loose as is the stone at the 
apex of the pediment.  The iron railings are rusted and partly missing at the north-
west corner of the enclosure.  The whole effect is very unusual, very sombre and 
imposing. 

 
 

 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
 
9. Risk:  The Bignold Mausoleum is an at risk structure.  It is not being maintained 
in any way, which has led to masonry becoming loose and the loss of iron railings.  
The boundary walls are also failing in parts, and need to be better maintained. 
                                                                        
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     

 
10. Ancillary Issues: 
ACCESS:  There is a signpost for the grave of Captain Bertram Dickson on the 
A832.  There is no parking, but a car can be parked at the end of the track.  The 
site is accessed by walking up a grassy track uphill, which may be difficult for 
those with limited mobility, although the grass is kept short. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is a plaque explaining who Captain Bertram Dickson 
was on the path on the way up to the site.  There is nothing on the Bignold 
Mausoleum. 
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