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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Alness Old Parish Church 
     From HER            (Alness Burial Ground – Highland Council) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:   NH 6448 6906 
 
 
3. Civil Parish: Alness   
 
 
4. Description:  Situated at the edge of the town of Alness, the site consists of a 
large ruined church structure within a historic burial ground. 
The graveyard is well maintained with neat grass and gravel paths in parts.  To the 
north of the old graveyard and church the burial ground has been extended and is 
still used for burials.  In the modern section the graves are laid out in straight lines 
on gravel paths, whilst immediately surrounding the church site to the south, west 
and east are more randomly laid out, older graves.  The ground in this older 
section is also more uneven. 
There is a range of different types of gravestone in the older part, table top, 
upright, as well as flat slabs on the ground and underfoot. 
 

 

 



HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS:  Ross and Cromarty Profroma 

 
5. Setting:  On the western edge of the town of Alness, with a busy road and 
railway line skirting the site to the south.  Further to the south lies the Cromarty 
Firth. 
To the east of the site lies the town of Alness over a small river and bridge, but it is 
hidden from view by trees.  To the north are tree covered hills.  The western 
boundary is adjacent to houses.  The site is on a small hill with the church at the 
highest point.  Trees line the boundary wall to the south and west. 
6. Designations and Significance: Alness Old Church and Burial Ground were B-
listed on 25 March 1971. 
The site is an excellent example of changes and traditions in churches and burial 
grounds, from the medieval period to the present day.  The church structure still 
contains medieval elements even though it has been remodelled over time.  The 
graveyard is very readable in its layers of time. 
The post-reformation church contains medieval fabric and the site is important as 
the former heart of the medieval settlement. 
Dates of 1775, (on a skewputt), and 1625, (at the bottom of the belfry), can be 
found on the church. 
The site is linked with the Clan Munro and other leading families. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
7. Elements:  
Redundant Kirk/Chapel: The redundant church sits prominently at the top of the 
hill.  The church is T-plan in form, roofless and orientated east-west.  At the west 
end of the north and south walls, the wallheads are still intact 
To the north there is an additional structure, with lintels missing and the wallhead 
crumbling. 
The east gable also has an additional structure with a lower wall height.  This is 
possibly a mausoleum as it has a rusted, locked, iron entrance gate which allows 
entry to the nettle filled interior.  There are no obvious grave slabs, but there are 
two high walls in the south west corner which form an enclosed corner. The steps 
in the west gable are crumbling. 
The south elevation has many window openings and the carving of skull and 
crossbones in a wall recess. 
The structure is harled in places, but the harling is wearing away. 
Vegetation grows inside the structure, including trees.  There are dangerous 
building signs placed around the church, with metal fencing around parts.  Wooden 
boards cover the door and window openings                                              
 
Boundary Walls:  The boundary walls are made of stone rubble construction with 
semi-circular coping.  The south wall is a retaining wall, with a curved corner at the 
south-east.  The ground inside the graveyard is higher here than outside, although 
the site is on a slope so this could be natural. 
 
There is an interior rubble wall which runs north-south across the site which is 
possibly the old boundary as the graves to the east of this are 20th century:  The 
ground to the west of this wall equals the height of the wall, whilst to the east it 
drops by over a metre. To the north-east of this internal wall there are straight 
gravel paths and lines of graves from the late 20th century, whilst to the south east 
there are no paths, the graves are from the early 20th century and are not laid out 
in quite such straight lines.  Two sets of stone steps more recent than the wall 
allow access to the older burial ground to the west over this interior boundary wall.   
 

X 
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Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The main entrance has black iron gates with spear 
pointed vertical detailing and adjacent kissing gate in east wall next to the car park.  
Both are covered with unsightly chicken wire. 
In the west wall a plain black entrance gate lead directly into someone’s garden.  It 
has large round gatepier on the north side, originally the site of the main entrance 
(Andrew Wright).                                                
 
Burial Enclosures:  There are quite a few iron railed burial enclosures within the 
site.  Most of them are rusted with bits missing.             
There is one heavily overgrown burial enclosure at the west wall with stone walls 
and a rusted iron gate.  There is a grave slab inside. 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
 
9. Risk:  The church has danger signs and fencing around it keeping people away 
from the dangerous structure.  It is in need of urgent works. A large threat is posed 
by the vegetation and trees which are inside and partly covering the structure.  
Exposed stonework is severely weathered in places.  There are rabbits at the site 
and evidence of burrowing which may also add to destabilisation. 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     

 
10. Ancillary Issues: 
INTERPRETATION:  The interior boundary wall and clear demarcation of 
older/early 20th century/late 20th century burial areas mean that this site is a good 
example of the development and changes in burial grounds over time e.g. the flat 
or uneven ground, inclusion of paths, formation of stones (i.e. straight lines or 
more random), orientation of stones as well as styles of memorials.  Visitors would 
be able to clearly see these clues and understand the development of the 
graveyard through layers of time.  At present there is no interpretation on site, but 
there is high potential for interpretation to be included. 
 
ACCESS:  The site is situated close to a main road, near the amenities of the town 
of Alness and has a large car parking area adjacent to the entrance.  There are 
some paths within the ground. 
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