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1. Name of Kirkyard:  An Fhaiche  
     (From HER) 

 
2. National Grid Reference:  NG 84369 91159  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Gairloch  
 
 
4. Description:  Burial ground in use without a church in use or a redundant kirk.  
Rectangular in shape with a modern extension to the north.  The gravestones face 
east.  The ground in the older part is very uneven and it is raised in the middle.  
The site is at the head of a beach, so the ground is naturally uneven.  There are 
unreadable flat slabs underfoot.  There are also some late 19th century flat slabs 
which are unusual as they project up a few inches from the ground.  Most of the 
visible stones are from the 20th century and are uprights, a few from the late 19th 
century.  The middle part of the ground appears bare.  This may be because some 
flat slabs now no longer show, rather than a definite indication of a previous 
structure. 
 
 

 



HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Proforma 

 
5. Setting:  On the rural west coast within the hamlet of Mellon Charles, set at the 
west end of a small beach.  There are buildings of various uses dotted around: 
fisheries, MoD, houses.  There are hills in the background to the north.  

 
6. Designations and Significance:  There are no buildings on the site, and there do 
not appear to be any gravestones earlier than the nineteenth century. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Boundary Walls: The boundary walls are of dry stone rubble in places, with mortar 
in others, and have coping stones.   The HER say that the burial ground was 
originally unwalled.  The modern extension shares its southern wall with the older 
part, has a rendered wall with coping stones to the west and a wire fence on the 
other sides.                                                             
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  A wooden gate leads into the newer part from 
projecting parts of the west wall which lead inward. A rusted metal gate leads 
through the south wall of the new area into the older section.    
 
Burial Enclosures:  There is a very low stone wall around a memorial stone to 
Donald Maclennan and family, d. 1887-1953.  
 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
 
9. Risk:  The site is on sandy ground and there is evidence of a small amount of 
burrowing by small animals. 
                                                                                  
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  There is a car park adjacent to the ground.  There 
is a short path leading into the newer part which is relatively flat.  In the older part 
there are no paths and the ground is more uneven. 
INTRPRETATION:  There is no interpretation on site. 
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