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2. National Grid Reference:  NG 7137 4584 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Applecross 
 
 
4. Description:  Early 19th century church in use within historic burial ground 
containing ruined medieval chapel subsequently converted to burial enclosure.  
The more recent burials are to the west of the church, whilst the older gravestones 
are found to the east near the chapel structure.  There are flat slabs underfoot, 
table-tops and predominantly, upright gravestones.  There are also a couple of 
unusual iron gravestones. 

 
 
5. Setting:  The setting is the rural settlement of Applecross, on the shore of 
Applecross Bay on the west coast of Scotland.  There are beautiful views, across 
the water and the site sits nestled in a valley.  Hills rise directly behind it to the 
north, the valley stretches to the east, the bay lies to the west and the road travels 
over the hills to the south. 
 

1. Name of Kirkyard:  Applecross Old Burial Ground 
      From HER             (Applecross Burial Ground-Highland Council) 
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6. Designations and Significance:  The site is very old, dating back to 673 when 
there was a monastery established by St Maelrubha.  It has continued in use as an 
ecclesiastical site, and the stone burial enclosure to the east of the present church 
may contain parts of a medieval chapel.  The burial ground contains a Celtic cross-
slab which is designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument.  The site was B-
listed on 25 March 1971 as Applecross, Old Parish Church and Burial Ground.  
The present church is dated 1817. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building   

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  The square rubble structure to the east of the church in 
use is said to be a medieval chapel, although its form suggests a burial enclosure.  
It is possible that the remains of a medieval structure where incorporated into the 
burial enclosure.  However, there are no obvious gravestones inside the structure, 
(unless they are hidden under the vegetation covering the ground), but there is a 
recess in the wall where a monument may have been.  The entrance is through a 
doorway in the north wall. The top of the structure is covered by foliage from a tree 
growing into the walls.                                                      
 
Boundary Walls:  The stone rubble walls with coping stones are retaining in parts, 
where the ground inside the kirkyard has risen.                                                           
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  In the west wall are two round rubble gatepiers 
with semi-circular tops.  A plain rusted metal gate opens between them.  Adjacent 
is a rusted iron kissing gate.                                                
 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:  The burial enclosure/chapel structure is at most immediate risk from the 
thick roots growing through the wall.  This is destabilising the stonework.  The 
vegetation also obscures a thorough examination of the structure.  The iron within 
the kirkyard is rusted, including the gates and gravestones.  The church in use is in 
a good condition and the kirkyard and walls are well maintained.  
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     

 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  Applecross itself is a very remote part of Scotland, 
but once there the access to the site is good.  There is a car park and also a 
heritage centre next door. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is an information board outside the gate which gives a 
little information about the monastic past of the site in a few languages.  The wider 
history of the area is explained in the heritage centre. 
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