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1. Name of Kirkyard:     Avoch Parish Churchyard, Braehead, Avoch  
     (From HER) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:   NH 7010 5520   
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Avoch  
 
 
4. Description:  19th century church still in use.  The graveyard surrounding the 
church contains gravestones of different eras with the older memorials 
concentrated behind the church to the east and south.  On the whole the 
memorials face east. 
 

 
 
5. Setting:  Urban, in the town of Avoch.  The site is on a hill with a view over the 
Moray Firth.  Residential buildings surround the church on three sides, to the north 
there is a tree lined road.  The ground outside the boundary of the kirkyard drops 
off steeply to the west.  The slopes more gently to the south.  There are Yew trees 
in the churchyard. 
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6. Designations and Significance:  The church was B-listed 25 March 1971, (HB 
439).  It was built by Alexander Ross 1870-72.  It stands on the site of a previous 
church of 1670 and possibly churches before that too.  The graveyard is also B-
listed has a varied collection of gravestones and the Alexander Mackenzie Burial 
enclosure. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Boundary Walls:  To the north the stone boundary wall follows the line of the road.  
The Eastern wall houses two burial enclosures and two wall memorials.  The west 
wall is covered with vegetation and is not very high.                                                    
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The main entrance is in the western wall.  A 
pedestrian gate is found in the east wall, but is blocked by the neighbour’s 
woodpile and is therefore out of use.                                                
 
Burial Enclosures: At east wall: Gothic, ornate, stone built burial enclosure – 
Fletcher.  Interior overgrown with flowers. 19th century. 
Also a stone built plain box like exterior with iron gate, completely overgrown.           
To the west of the burial ground, Sir Alexander Mackenzie burial enclosure.  Plain, 
harled.  Interior gravelled with flags and wall memorials – well looked after. 
 
Wall Monuments:  On eastern boundary wall:  One to Rev. James Gibson and 
wife, 1860s. 
The other erected by Doctor Simon Mackenzie in remembrance of parents who 
died 1769 and 1783.  Flat slabs lie in front of the wall memorial.  A round stone ball 
lies on the ground, probably the missing finial from the monument. 
 
Kirk in Use:  The church sits partly in a depression to the north and east.  
 
Other Built Elements:  There is an unexplained mound to the west of the church 
which may cover a memorial or stonework? 
 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:  Well-tended graveyard.  Vegetation risk to some burial enclosures.  Ball 
finial from wall monument on ground and loose key stone. 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     NO
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10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS: There is a small car park on the north side of the 
adjacent road. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation in the kirkyard, but there may be 
some information inside the church. 

 


