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1. Name of Kirkyard: Chapel of the Sand of Udrigil, Laide  
     (From HER)         (Laide Burial Ground – Highland Council) 

 
2. National Grid Reference:     NG 9020 2902 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Gairloch  
 
 
4. Description:  Ruined, roofless, redundant church in old burial ground on the 
south-west shore of Gruinard Bay.  To the south is a modern extension to the 
burial ground.  The stones in both the old and new parts face east.  In the modern 
extension the stones are all upright and are laid out in straight lines.  In the older 
part there is a mix of uprights and flat slabs. 
The ground in the older part slopes gently north down to the shore.  And at the 
eastern end there is a more pronounced slope downwards from the chapel site to 
the boundary wall.  The ground is very uneven.  The ground in the newer part is 
slightly uneven. 
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5. Setting:  Beautiful West Coast setting with mountains, the sea and beaches in 
view.   The site is very roughly rectangular in shape.  A river runs out to the sea at 
the east end of the site and the coast runs along the north side.  On the other side 
of the river to the east is a caravan park. 
 
 
6. Designations and Significance:  A highly significant site.   The chapel structure 
is probably medieval, with repairs by George MacKenzie from Gruinard in 1713.  It 
was scheduled in 1995, the scheduled area extending 4 metres out from the walls 
of the chapel, and so is recognised as being of national importance. 
There are still some architectural details in evidence including a mullioned two light 
window in the east gable and both gables are still mostly standing.   Both the north 
and south walls still partly survive too. 
The graveyard has varied gravestones and the outline of what was possibly the 
original boundary can still be seen. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building     X
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7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  The roofless, ruined chapel is said to be of medieval 
origin, with repairs and re-thatching carried out by George MacKenzie of Gruinard 
in 1713.  The east and west gables still stand for the most part, whilst some of the 
north and south walls remain.  The east gable is missing stones from the apex and 
it no longer contains skews.  There is a two light mullioned window which is heavily 
eroded.  The mullion has been replaced by a steel rod and sandbags replace 
stones on one side of the window. Steel rods are placed on the exterior to stabilise 
the structure.  The window arch and much of the wall have been replaced by 
sandbags on the interior side of the east gable.  The west gable retains its north 
skew and most of the east skew too.  The north wall stands to roughly a metre and 
a half, although its height varies slightly.  It has grassy vegetation growing on top 
of the wall.  The south wall has the remains of two window openings and a 
doorway.  Inside the chapel are 19th century upright memorials.  The chapel 
underwent a course of consolidation c.2002 which inserted the stabilising steel 
rods and sandbags.  There is a no entry sign in the doorway of the chapel.  Carved 
stones and rubble boulders lie on the ground inside and outside the structure.           
 
Boundary Walls:  The stone boundary walls were repaired and extended in 1888 
by Aultbea Estate.  The probable line of the earlier boundary wall is now visible as 
a bank to the west of the chapel site.  The modern extension is surrounded by a 
wire fence.                                                    
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  Two matching ornate scrolled iron gates lead 
through the south wall into the old burial ground and through its west wall into the 
newer extension.  The gate is set into a new looking part of the wall indicating that 
a former gate and gatepiers may have been removed.  The west wall of the older 
burial ground also has an iron farm style entrance gate.   
 
Burial Enclosures:  Beside the entrance gate against the south wall of the old 
burial ground stands a stone walled burial enclosure. Topped with triangular 
shaped coping stones, the rubble walls appear to have been rendered at some 
point.  There is a plain, rusted iron gate in the west wall of the burial enclosure.  
The north-east corner of the wall is missing.  Inside there is an upright gravestone 
to Thomas William, son of William J. Tattersall factor of Laid house, who was 
drowned 26th Feb 1865, aged 7.  
There is a low set of iron railings set into stone surrounding an upright memorial 
commemorating the MacKenzie family who died at the end of the 19th century.  
The railings are rusted but detailed with scrolls, spearheads and finials at each 
corner. 

 
 
 

8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 

X 
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9. Risk:  Although the chapel has already been through a programme of 
consolidation, it still needs attention.  The stone is still eroding.  The steel rods and 
sandbags are unsightly and probably not a final long-term solution.  The arched 
top of one of the windows is lying on the ground near the chapel walls along with 
other stones.  The significance of these architectural details is being lost in a pile 
of rubble. 
 
 
                                                                                                       On BAR?    
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  There is a car park adjacent to the site.  Within 
the old burial ground however, there are no paths and the ground is extremely 
uneven.  There are also flat slabs underfoot.  There are no facilities at the site, 
although the villages of Laide and Aultbea have shops and accommodation. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is one information board in front of the chapel.  It gives 
a brief history of the chapel and burial ground. 
COMMUNITY:  There is a group of locals who were involved in originally raising 
awareness for the first phase of consolidation and are willing to work for the next 
phase.  In particular, Margie Russell and Sandra Murray were keen to see 
something else done to help the chapel and are willing to be involved. 

No 

 
 
 


