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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Cille Mhuire 
     (From HER) 
 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:    NH 5223 7719  
 
 
 
 
3. Civil Parish: Alness   
 
 
 
4. Description:  Rural ruined church within stone walled graveyard with stunning 
backdrop of lochs and mountains.   
There are not very many visible gravestones within the graveyard, but the ground 
inside the boundary wall is much higher than the surrounding land, so may contain 
many earlier burials.  There may also be flat slabs overgrown by grass as there are 
a couple of stones of this type in evidence. 
The graveyard is encircled by a stone wall and contains many mature trees, in 
contrast to the land surrounding it which is grazing ground, making the burial 
ground site very obvious in the landscape. 
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5. Setting:  Absolutely stunning setting at the north end of Loch Morie, with hills 
surrounding the site so that it sits, with the loch in a valley.  Kildermorie Lodge can 
be found a little to the north up a track.  The land around the site is used for 
grazing, with some shrubs and trees dotted about.  The burial ground itself 
contains mature trees, encircled by a stone wall.  To the north are a redundant 
cottage and an old house and steading now used as shelter by horses. 
 
 
6. Designations and Significance:   
According to Beaton, ‘Kildermorie was a crofting township, cleared in 1792 to 
make way for a sheep farm and later a sporting estate’, so the church must have 
connections with this community.  She also calls it a medieval church and given its 
east-west orientation, and the high ground which indicates layers of burials this is 
quite possible.  
This is also an important site given its inland position, as most of the historic 
kirkyards in Ross and Cromarty are found nearer to the east and west coasts. 
More should be known about the site. 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  Roofless, rectangular ruined church with an east-west 
orientation.  The west gable still stands, with the east gable and north and south 
walls standing only to a certain height.  In the south wall is a chamfered doorway, 
and further east the bottom half of a small rectangular slit window.  The structure is 
harled inside and out, but it is now patchy, especially at the bottom.  Turf covers 
the tops of the walls and appears to be a deliberate conservation method.  There 
are two table gravestones inside, to the east of the doorway, and grass and nettles 
grow inside the chapel.                                            
 
Boundary Walls:  Rubble stone walls with dry crumbly pointing, and pointed coping 
stones which looks recent. The site is roughly rectangular, but some of the walls 
curve. 
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The gateway projects out from the walls at the 
north-east corner of the site.  The gate and its posts are wooden and modern.           
 
Other Built Elements:  Inside and outside the west boundary wall there are piles of 
stone.  It is not evident if there was once a structure here, or if the stones fell from 
the wall, or have been piled up here at some stage. 
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8. Ownership of Kirkyard:  The site is on the Kildermorie Estate. 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:  The site appears to be maintained, presumably by the estate:  The chapel 
walls are turfed, the boundary walls have had work done to them and the gate is 
relatively new.  Whilst it is positive to see the site being cared for, there is a risk 
that those doing the maintenance do not understand the significance of all 
elements of the site, for example the boundary walls stand out as having modern 
intervention in the pointing of the coping stones which is not in keeping. 
The grass is long and there are nettles growing within the chapel, but there is no 
real threat from vegetation. 
                                                                                       
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     

 
10. Ancillary Issues: 
ACCESS:  Although there is a paved track leading all the way to the lodge nearby, 
the site is on the Kildermorie Estate, with only pedestrian access unless by prior 
arrangement.  There are no paths within the graveyard which is somewhat 
overgrown.  There are no facilities at the site. 
 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no on site interpretation. 

No

 
 


