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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Contin Parish Church, graveyard  
     (From HER) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 4564 5575  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Contin 
 
 
4. Description:  Late 18th century parish church in use within an old burial ground.  
The site is medieval and the church, which has been altered over time, contains 
medieval fragments.  To the north lie modern extensions to the graveyard. 
The ground is well maintained.  There are various types of gravestone on site, 
including table tops, flat slabs and upright memorials as well as some burials 
underfoot contributing to the uneven ground within the site.  The gravestones are 
orientated east-west. 
 

 
 
5. Setting:  The church and graveyard are found in a very picturesque rural setting 
with green wooded hills in the background.  Immediately surrounding the site to 
the east, north and south are fields and to the west are some woods.  The village 
of Contin lies to the south, but is not in view.  The old manse lies to the south-east 
across a field. 



HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Project 

6. Designations and Significance:  The church and burial ground were B-listed on 
25 March 1971, HB 1790. 
This is a very old site, the church is dedicated to St Maelrubha and the list 
description says it was probably founded by him in the late 7th or early 8th century. 
A church at this site burnt down in the 1480s and the burning is said to have been 
carried out by the Macdonalds. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
7. Elements: 
Boundary Walls:  Stone boundary walls with coping stones enclose the old burial 
ground.  The site is oval shaped at the south end, becoming wider towards the 
west.  The north wall is not very straight and the north-east corner is rounded.           
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  A rusted iron farm style gate leads to the old burial 
ground. It is set in wide, rectangular gatepiers, topped with semi-circular coping.  
Adjacent to this is a rusted black iron kissing gate with a weighted chain that 
swings the gate back to its original position after use.  Black iron gates lead to the 
more recent extensions.  There is a small pedestrian gate in the south boundary 
wall made of rusted iron.                                               
 
Burial Enclosures:  There are many iron railed burial enclosures within the site, 
most of which are positioned against the boundary walls.  Most of these railings 
are rusted and/or missing sections.  Some are also overgrown by Yew trees or 
bushes. 
 
Kirk in Use:  Grey harled sombre looking building.  Slate roof with a small bell 
tower at the western end.  Gifford indicates that the site has housed a church since 
medieval times, with a variety of rebuilding and alterations taking place at different 
times.  He states that after the burning of the existing church in the 1480s, a 
simple rectangular church was built.  Major repairs were done by the Presbytery in 
1734, a slate roof was added in 1760 and the walls were heightened in 1832.  The 
present structure is said to still house parts of medieval walls. 
 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:  The burial ground is well maintained with no redundant stone structures.  
The iron burial enclosures are very rusted and some are being damaged by trees 
and vegetation.   
The modern ramp leading to the church entrance has been built encompassing the 
edge of an upright gravestone and a flat slab has been incorporated into the path.  
More care should be taken with other modern interventions and the historic fabric. 
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10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  The site is located off the main road through 
Contin, down a single track road and has a large car park.  There is a modern path 
with ramp and handrail leading to the church suitable for wheelchairs.  
 
INTERPRETATION: There is no interpretation in the graveyard.  The church may 
contain information. 

 


