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1. Name of Kirkyard:     Cromarty House, Graveyard 
     From HER              (Alternative name: St Regulus graveyard – Beaton) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:    NH 7941 6708 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Cromarty  
 
 
4. Description:  Secluded burial ground on small hill to the south east of Cromarty.  
There is no extant church but there is an underground vault said to have been the 
site of a medieval chapel. 

 
 
5. Setting:  Rural, just outside the town of Cromarty.  The entrance is on the 
opposite side of the road from the servant’s tunnel which leads to Cromarty House. 
The site is on high ground, surrounded by a wooded area, with many trees also 
within the burial ground.  
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6. Designations and Significance:  This site is said to have housed a medieval 
chapel, although there is now no evidence of this above ground.  The underground 
vault is interesting and unusual as a burial feature in Ross and Cromarty 
graveyards. It is said to have been the site of the ruined St Regulus’ chapel, 
converted in the mid 19th century to form the Ross family vault.  The graveyard 
features a high concentration of table top gravestones.  The graveyard and vault 
are mentioned as a landscape component in the entry for Cromarty House on the 
Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  There is no evidence of an earlier chapel, although 
Alston connects the underground vault with the 14th century Chapel of St Regulus.  
 
Boundary Walls:  There is no evidence of stone boundary walls.  Metal fencing of 
various ages and states of decay encircles the irregularly shaped site.  The 
boundary of the site is shaped by the topography of the land, the graveyard 
occupying the small, roughly flat top of the hill.                                                            
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The entrance is up a short, grassy, fenced path 
from the road.  The iron gate which used to allow entry into the graveyard is now 
leaning against the fence along the path.                                                
 
Burial Enclosures:  There are a couple of iron railed burial enclosures on site.  A 
more recent grey fenced off area lies to the east side of the site.                                
 
Other Built Elements:  An interesting and unusual underground burial vault.  A 
downward sloping entrance pathway is flanked by stone walls.  The entrance is at 
the bottom of the path on the left.  Above the entrance is a carved family crest.  
The entrance has old, open, rusted iron doors which open into a single chamber 
with vaulted ceiling.  In the ceiling there is a light hole covered with an iron grille, 
which illuminates the vault. There are three small, plain, white headstones inside 
the vault, against the back wall.  They are marked simply with a cross, initials and 
dates of birth and death.  Two of the stones record the details of two people, the 
other just one.  Alston claims that this is part of the medieval chapel and was 
altered in the 19th century. Historic Scotland’s entry for Cromarty House on the 
Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes says that the vault belonged to St 
Regulus’ Chapel and was converted in the mid 19th century to the Ross Family 
Vault.                                                       
                  
 

 
 

 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
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9. Risk:  The burial ground is cared for to a degree:  branches have been recently 
cut off trees, the grass is short and many gravestones are not overgrown.  
However the edges of the site are more overgrown and there is the potential for 
soil erosion/mud slides which are already in evidence due to the wonky fencing 
and uprooted plants. 
The underground burial vault lies open. The tunnel leading into it is not obvious 
until you are right on top of it, so may be a hazard to people.  
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  There is parking in Cromarty, but the site is along 
a country lane with no pavements, a short walk away.  The site is fairly uneven and 
has no paved paths. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation here, and the burial vault in 
particular could do with more explanation. 

NO

 
 


