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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Cullicudden Church Graveyard  
     (From HER)          (Cullicudden Old Churchyard – Highland Council) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 6496 6506  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Resolis 
 
 
4. Description:  Rural kirkyard with old chapel ruins and stone burial enclosures on 
the north coast of the Black Isle overlooking the Cromarty Firth.  
Many built elements are clustered together along south side of boundary wall 
including, a stone wall memorial, burial enclosures and a set of stone steps which 
lead over the boundary wall.  There are a range of gravestones of different styles 
and eras.  There are a lot of flat slabs immediately south of the old chapel and 
beside the group of stone elements near the entrance.  Otherwise there are also 
table tops and uprights. 
 
 

 
 
5. Setting:  Rural.  View over Cromarty Firth to north.  Open aspect fields to west, 
south and east.  At head of track to site lie some houses and a farm.  The kirkyard 
has a very open feel with flat fields surrounding it and not many trees in the 
kirkyard or the vicinity.  The site slopes gently down towards the shore. 
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6. Designations and Significance:  The site has a good collection of gravestones of 
varying styles including many flat slabs and table tops from the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries. There are a few interesting structures on site, including a late17th 
century balustered stone burial enclosure with mid-17th century heraldic wall 
monuments, one dated 1658.  There is also a wall monument near the entrance 
which stems from the 18th century.  The south-east gable and parts of the walls of 
the c.1600 church still stand. 
B listed as Old Cullicudden Burial Ground, dyke and gatepiers, 25 March 1971, HB 
14945. 
 
  
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements:   
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  Confusing ruins and stony mounds.  Apparently the 
remains of a church built c.1600. 
A partially standing structure is orientated north-west, south-east with a south-east 
gable with entrance, square window above and three recesses for wall memorials.  
The north-east wall houses late 19th century wall memorials and a smaller 20th 
century one on exterior. 
There is a partial wall to the north of this, but not joined on to it, and also stony 
banks in the ground which run to the west.  Were these former walls which were all 
part of the same structure?  This would put the orientation of the church in line with 
the burials.  This needs a better understanding and would benefit from 
archaeological work.                                                    
 
Boundary Walls:  Stone rubble walls with coping stones, roughly square in shape, 
enclose the burial ground.                                                                 
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  Black iron gate, difficult to open., set in square 
ashlar gatepiers topped with a flat square slab and a smaller slab with a slight 
pyramidal raise.  There is also a set of cantilevered stone steps adjacent to the 
gate which lead over the stone boundary wall.  Unfortunately they are damaged to 
the point of being nearly non-existent on the exterior face.                                          
 
Burial Enclosures:  Near to the entrance, built against the south-east boundary 
wall is a plain stone burial enclosure with one table slab inside.  Possible recess 
for monument on rear wall.                                            
To the north-east of the first burial enclosure, is a second, this one larger and more 
elaborate, it is also made of stone and has a balustrade.  Inside are two wall 
mounted carved memorials with crests, one dated 1658, two table tombs and 
slabs. 
There are also a few rusted iron railed burial enclosures within the site. 
 
Wall Monuments:  A large wall monument, dated 174?, to the east of the stone 
steps, with carved skull and crossbones at top, and initials of Thomas Inglis, 
minister of Resolis and his wife, Anne Urquhart. 
There are five wall monuments on the north-west wall with lower railings or low 
stone walls, all from the 19th and 20th centuries. 

X
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8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:  In general, a well tended graveyard without much vegetation. 
The stone entrance steps are in a bad state of repair, with much missing. 
In the chapel structure, some stones are collapsing.  The grassed banks near the 
remnants of the church structure are unexplained.  Did these form walls of the 
church?  Without more investigation, including archaeological work, the site may 
not be properly understood. 
 
  
 No
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                                                                                                     On BAR?     

 
10. Ancillary Issues:  
ACCESS:  Approach is down a long track from the houses/farm.  The track is 
surfaced but overgrown.  Non-official parking area near farm buildings.  There is 
gravel path running around the edge of the graveyard.  The site is sloped, and 
although there are many burials underfoot and flat slabs in the ground, the grass is 
kept short and the ground is fairly level. 

 
 
 


