
HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Project 

 
 
1. Name of Kirkyard:  Churchyard & Walls, East Parish, Church Street, Cromarty 
     (From HER) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:    NH 7910 6726  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Cromarty 
 
 
4. Description:   
A significant church which is currently undergoing renovation by the Scottish 
Redundant Churches Trust.  The church is surrounded by an old graveyard which 
includes many table top gravestones.  The graveyard does not appear to be in 
current use, with very few 20th century burials.   

 
 
5. Setting:     Urban, in the town of Cromarty.  The site lies at the south-east end of 
the long, narrow Church Street which lies parallel to the Cromarty Firth.  Bounded 
to the rear by a steep bank, it is surrounded by residential buildings on all other 
sides.  The graveyard contains uneven ground which slopes towards the bank at 
the rear of the site. 
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6. Designations and Significance:  This site is well known for both its local and 
national significance as an outstanding example of a post-reformation kirk, 
retaining many interior traditional features.  The post-reformation church was built 
on a medieval site and contains medieval fabric.  Repair work is currently 
underway, led by the Scottish Redundant Churches Trust. 
The graveyard houses varied gravestones, including many monuments of artistic 
importance by Hugh Miller. 
This site has layers of history and its status as a medieval parish church site has 
been confirmed by archaeology. 
The church was A-listed on 25 March 1971, HB 23595 confirming its architectural 
and historic significance.  The churchyard and walls are B-listed. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  The East Church is currently undergoing renovation and 
so was hidden behind scaffolding on the day of the site visit.                                      
 
Boundary Walls:  The white harled boundary wall which runs along Church Street 
has a pedimented middle section with wall mounted memorial.   This wall also 
contains at least one other memorial, but due to ongoing works, parts of the wall 
were covered up.   The rear boundary wall is lower and overgrown with vegetation.   
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The black iron entrance gate lies at the north end 
of the Church Street boundary wall.   It is of plain, spear head design and is set 
into square white harled gatepiers with a double layered pyramidal top. 
 
Burial Enclosures:  A stone walled burial enclosure stands to the south of the 
church.  A wall memorial is dedicated to William Forsyth, and there is also a table 
tomb inside the enclosure.  There is a large crack in the masonry of the front 
elevation.  The enclosure is currently being used as a storage area for the works 
being done to the church.                                           
There are also three iron railed burial enclosures within the site.  The late 19th 
century enclosure for the Bisset family has a Yew tree causing damage to the 
railings.  Another containing table-top slabs is very overgrown.  A third with 
memorials to Bain and Ferguson houses an urn-topped monument.  
 

 
 

 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 

X 
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9. Risk:  The church is currently being renovated but the graveyard needs more 
care.  Vegetation and trees are harming the monuments and the stone burial 
enclosure needs attention and should probably not be used as a store. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS: Parking is on Church Street itself.  Easily 
accessible due to its location in a town. 
INTERPRETATION:  There was no interpretation in the graveyard at the time of 
the visit, although the church may contain information. 

No

 


