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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Fearn Abbey, graveyard 
     (From HER) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:   NH 8371 7728 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Fearn 
 
 
4. Description:   Church in use with ruins of old abbey, within historic churchyard.  
Varied gravestones, many flat slabs under the grass.     
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5. Setting:  Rural.  Fields surround the site to the south, east and west, with a line 
of trees to the west.  To the north-east a small grouping of houses and farm 
buildings.  Although a rural setting, the tranquillity of the site is somewhat marred 
by the military aircraft constantly looping overhead. 
 
 
6. Designations and Significance:  Fearn Abbey was A-listed on 25 March 1971, 
(HB 7780). 
 
A pre-reformation site in use since 1238 when the Premonstratension abbey, 
originally founded by Ferquhart, Earl of Ross on a different site in the 1220s, 
moved here.  The site continued in use after the reformation as a parish church.  
The Rosses of Balnagown, who were descended from the Earls of Ross, built the 
north aisle which may date from the early 17th century.  This connection between 
the Ross family and the site continued after the original line died out, and the 
Rosses of Balnagown used the east end of the church as a burial place. (History of 
Fearn Abbey, booklet) 
The site is very important because of the continuation of ecclesiastical use for 
hundreds of years, spanning pre- and post-reformation worship.  All parts of the 
building and site are therefore important, including the graveyard and its boundary 
walls.  The walls were repaired, and new gateways formed, at the start of the 19th 
century by John Sutherland, a mason at Cromarty.   
The church building shows its various developments through still visible blocked 
up windows and the varied structures attached to the building. 
 
  
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
Boundary Walls:  The wall was repaired in 1803-04 by John Sutherland and new 
gateways were also introduced. (HOFA).  White harled with sloped stone slab 
coping.                                                           
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  Main gate has square stone gatepiers with 
pyramidal tops.  The gate itself is a modern insertion.                                               
 
Kirk in Use:  The church in use is rectangular in shape, with various additions and 
changes over time that are still visible.  Three structures are attached to the main 
body of the church.  From the south wall projects St Michael’s aisle, built in the 15th 
century.  Large, square walls with coping stones.  A blocked up archway shows 
where the aisle once connected with the church.  Inside it has an arched recess 
with a carved effigy of Abbot Finlay McFaed.  At the east end of the south wall is 
another structure, this one smaller and ruined with walls of varying heights.  In the 
east wall is an arched doorway and window, an arched window in the west wall 
and an arched tomb recess in the south wall.  Out of the east end of the north wall 
projects another structure, this one the tallest of the three., the Ross burial isle.  
The north wall has a triple lancet window above a 17th century wall monument. 
There is a bellcote on the west gable. 
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8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
 
9. Risk:  There is no outstanding risk such as vegetation or unstable masonry at 
this site.  The ruins have been consolidated and the site is well maintained.  
However it is still important to understand the significance of all the ages of the 
site. Elements like the replaced gate, although later in date than some of the ruins, 
still contribute to the layers of history and understanding of the site, especially 
when we know who built the walls and what date the gate was inserted.    
 
                                                                                       
 
                                                                                                     On BAR?     

 
10. Ancillary Issues: 
ACCESS:  There is a large car park in front of the site.  A path leads from the car 
park to the door of the church.  Otherwise the graveyard has short cut grass. 
 
INTERPRETATION:  At the main entrance gate are King’s Route signs as found in 
Tain. Inside the church booklets on the history of the site are available. 
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