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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Fletcher Burial Enclosure, Rosehaugh Estate 
     (From HER) 

 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 6800 5595 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Avoch 
 
 
4. Description:  1920s burial enclosure built for James Douglas Fletcher and 
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens.  The circular enclosure was built as a piece and 
houses only the memorial to Fletcher and his wife.  There is no church or wider 
kirkyard associated with the enclosure. 

 
 
5. Setting:  The enclosure is found in s secluded, wooded area on the Rosehaugh 
estate on the Black Isle.  Surrounded by trees, the rural setting is very peaceful. 
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6. Designations and Significance:  The Fletcher Burial Enclosure was designed by 
Sir Edwin Lutyens, (1869-1944), a leading British architect working in the first half 
of the 20th century.  He also worked on memorials for the Imperial War Graves 
Commission and designed the Cenotaph in London. 
It is significant as it was built as a piece in the late 1920s and has an element of 
Art Deco design, unusual in the memorials of Ross and Cromarty and it retains its 
original fixtures. 
James Douglas Fletcher was the son of James Fletcher, originally from Avoch who 
had made a fortune in Liverpool in the mid 19th century and bought the Rosehaugh 
Estate. 
The site was B-listed as Rosehaugh Estate Fletcher Burial Enclosure on 13 April 
1981, (HB 375) 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
Burial Enclosures:  The circular walls enclosing the site, are broken by the 
entrance gate, opposite which is a wall memorial to ‘James  Douglas Fletcher, Aug 
30 1927, Also his wife, Lilian Maud Augusta Stephen, Oct 30 1953’.  The circular 
walls are made from interlocking slabs with a solid rectangular cut out design.  The 
wall forms the back rest to a continuous shelf of seating within the enclosure.  The 
wall memorial is rectangular with a circular panel in the centre on which the 
inscription is written, and a ball finial above.  To either side of the circular 
inscription panel are two carves leaf garlands.  On the ground in the centre of the 
enclosure is a recumbent cross shaped monument.  At the entrance two tall 
gatepiers house a plain black iron pedestrian gate and overhead, a square arch 
with the initials JD and LF.                                      
 

 

 
 

8. Ownership of Kirkyard:  The burial enclosure is found on the Rosehaugh Estate, 
but the enclosure itself is owned by descendants of the Fletchers.  
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
 
9. Risk:  The enclosure is in bad shape and needs work.  Much of it is covered in 
lichens/moss/algae, causing damage.  Parts are cracked and eroding, especially 
at the edge of the continuous seating, where some chunks have fallen off.  The 
recumbent cross in the centre has split in two.  The gates are starting to rust and 
need maintenance.  Thin wires have been threaded through the cut out design in 
the walls, presumably as a safety measure holding the interlocking parts in place.  
 
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     NO
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10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  Permission to access the burial enclosure through 
the estate lands can be easily obtained through Rosehaugh Estate, however the 
burial enclosure itself is private and owned by descendants of the Fletchers.  It is 
also in the middle of woods without any paths so is not easily accessible for those 
with limited mobility, nor are there facilities on site. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation on site. 

 


