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1. Name of Kirkyard:   Gaelic Chapel, Graveyard & Wall, The Paye, Cromarty 
     (From HER) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:   NH 7883 6728 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Cromarty 
 
 
4. Description:  
Picturesque roofless chapel set in multi-period graveyard.  The oldest gravestones 
surround the chapel site with further extensions to the east and west.  The 
graveyard is well maintained with cut grass and gravel paths. 
 

 
 
5. Setting:  Although within the town of Cromarty, the site has a rural feel, bounded 
to the south by open fields and surrounded by trees on all other sides.  The chapel 
sits on a small hill on a prominent site above the town, although trees block the 
view over the town.  To the east of the churchyard lies the Hugh Miller memorial. 
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6. Designations and Significance: 
The church was built in 1783 by George Ross, who also founded the ropeworks 
and brewery, and is part of the story of Cromarty’s prosperity at that time.  It was 
built specifically for the Gaelic speakers who moved to Cromarty for work in the 
18th century. 
B-listed 25 March 1971, as The Paye, Gaelic Chapel and Graveyard and 
Graveyard Wall, HB 23706.  Although the main body of the church is roofless, the 
tower and porch retain their roofs and much of the rest of the built fabric remains.  
The kirkyard is large with varied tombs. 
 
Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
X

 
7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  The main body of the chapel is roofless, however the 
tower at the east end retains its slate covered roof, as does the entrance porch at 
the west end of the chapel.  The roof of the entrance porch is in a deteriorating 
condition.  A wooden door survives in the porch entrance.  A plaque beside this 
door states, ‘The Gaelic Chapel, Built by George Ross in 1783.’  Heavy vegetation 
covers the body of the church and appears to grow within its walls.  Lintels are 
missing from the upper windows.  The north elevation contains a large crack in the 
masonry.                                                        
 
Boundary Walls:  The graveyard site has been extended several times with new 
walled areas to the east and the west.  The ground inside the walls nearest the 
chapel is higher than the surrounding ground, indicating earlier burials and the 
original extent of the churchyard boundary.  The walls are rubble with coping 
stones.                                                       
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The main entrance in the south wall has a tall iron 
gate in good condition.  The square ashlar gatepiers have flat stepped tops, and a 
metal, arched rod with a square shape in the middle, to house a lantern, spanning 
over the gate between the gatepiers.   There is another iron gate in the north wall.    
 
Burial Enclosures:  There are numerous burial enclosures within the site which are 
bounded by iron railings.  Of note is the Middleton enclosure which is built beside 
the southern boundary wall and has its own entrance from the road.  In addition 
there is a walled burial enclosure adjacent to the church tower which is heavily 
overgrown.  It does not appear to have been a roofed structure but it is hard to tell 
as vegetation obscures it. 
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8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
 
9. Risk:  Vegetation poses a threat to the chapel structure.  Birds are resident 
inside the church.  The door to the church was open so people or animals can 
easily enter.  The porch roof is deteriorating and needs attention.  The crack in the 
north wall needs attention and a thorough structural survey should be done. 
 
  
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  The site is quite accessible, being in the town of 
Cromarty.  There is some parking opposite the site.  The graveyard has gravel 
paths. 
INTERPRETATION:  Apart from the plaque with the date and name of George 
Ross, there is no interpretation.  
COMMUNITY:  There is community interest in conserving this ruin. 
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