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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Chapel & Graveyard, Isle Maree 
     (From HER) 

 
2. National Grid Reference:  NG 9310 7236 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Gairloch  
 
 
4. Description:  Circular graveyard found on a small wooded island on Loch Maree.  
There is no church in use or standing redundant church structure, although it is 
said to be the site of a chapel founded by St. Maelrubha in the 7th or 8th century. 
There are various gravestones within the site, some late 19th century uprights, 
some older, smaller uprights which only poke out of the ground and some flat 
slabs underfoot.  The gravestones face east.  Two of the flat slabs have some sort 
of cross inscribed on them.  There is a row of 19th century gravestones dedicated 
to members of the MacLean Family, and a broken large cross memorial to 
Alexander Robertson. 
The ground inside the walls slopes up to a small rise in the middle, and any chapel 
would presumably have been at a high point in the middle of the ground. 
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5. Setting:  Rural, stunning setting on a small wooded island on Loch Maree.  From 
the edges of the island there are beautiful views of the loch and valleys.  The site 
itself is surrounded by trees, and has trees within the boundary walls, but the trees 
are not too thick – you can still see the water from parts of the site as the island is 
not very big.  The site feels special and peaceful because of the quality of the 
setting.  There are no intrusive noises or buildings or people, the site is set apart 
from daily life. 
 
 
6. Designations and Significance:  The site is said to be very old, having been 
founded by St. Maelrubha sometime between 671 and 722, although some say it 
may have been a place of Pagan worship before this.  Apparently 17th century 
church records refer to bull sacrifice on the island. 
The graveyard contains flat slabs and uprights.  Some of the burials are said to be 
of 17th century iron workers from Poolewe. 
The island also has a wishing tree in which coins have been placed over the years, 
and was even visited by Queen Victoria in 1877. 
As an island the site has its own special character, and also reinforces the idea 
that water was seen as a link between places rather than the barrier that we now 
see it as. 
The site is a scheduled ancient monument and so is of national importance. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      X

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  There is no remaining built structure which could be 
identified as a chapel.   If this was the site of a previous chapel, the most obvious 
place for it to have been would be on the most raised part of the ground in the 
centre.  In this area are a couple of separate small piles of rubble which would 
align and may be the remains of something, although possibly only parts of a 
burial enclosure wall. 
 
Boundary Walls:  A circular dry stone rubble wall encloses the site.  The walls are 
only a couple of feet high at most, but are wide, although this may be the effect of 
higher stones falling down.  The walls are moss covered, but there is still a clear 
boundary line.  There appear to be two entrance breaks in the wall, one in the 
north and one in the south.  Trees line the boundary wall and some have disrupted 
the stones.                                                                 
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  There are no gates or gateways.                               
 
Burial Enclosures:  There is one very subtle burial enclosure, with the top of a very 
low stone wall just visible above ground which surrounds the grave of two infants 
who died in the late 19th century.  On one side of this is one of the piles of rubble 
which may have made up a wall. 
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8. Ownership of Kirkyard: The island is managed by Scottish Natural Heritage. 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:  Although the site is isolated, boats from the nearby hotel do visit the 
island and people are free to wander through the site.  An archaeological 
investigation would help to explain more about where a chapel may have been, 
although this would be difficult as there are layers of burials within the site.  The 
site seems to have a lot of unfounded information and a thorough historic 
investigation of the facts would also be beneficial. 
The boundary wall is being disrupted by the large mature trees. 
                                                                         
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:   The visit was arranged through SNH, who can 
take a small boat to the island, although the Loch Maree Hotel also provide trips to 
the island.  The boat was small, and required wading through water to get on and 
off as there are no piers.  The island itself has no paths and the ground is uneven.  
It would be difficult for the infirm, but is manageable for others as the island is 
small so there is not too much distance to be covered. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation on the island. 

No

 
 
 


