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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Killearnan Parish church  
     From HER           (Alternatively, Redcastle Burial Ground – Highland Council) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 5767 4947  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Killearnan  
 
 
4. Description:  An 18th century rural parish church in use surrounded by a 
graveyard.  A stone mausoleum and c.1700 burial enclosures are found within the 
site.  The gravestones are mostly uprights, although there are some table tops and 
flat slabs.  The graveyard appears to have been extended a little to the east in the 
19th century. 
 
 

 
 
5. Setting:  Rural.  The single track road skirts the side to the north with fields 
beyond and one house.  To the south there is a view over the Beauly Firth and 
residential buildings.  Immediately to the west lie a car park and a house. 
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6. Designations and Significance:  The church in use was built in 1745 and re-
roofed and heightened by Ross & MacBeth in 1891.  A late 17th century wall 
monument can be found on the south wall of the church with the initials AW and 
the flanking Ionic columns wrapped with vines, still visible despite the weathering 
of the sandstone. 
A c.1700 stone burial enclosure can also be found on site, built for the Mackenzies 
of Kilcoy. 
Apparently a late medieval graveslab with a Calvary Cross lies to the south of the 
church. 
A Gothic mausoleum in a bad state of repair can be found at the east end of the 
graveyard.  The church was B-listed as Milton, Killearnan Parish Church on 25 
|March 1971 and the Burial Ground, dyke and Gatepiers were also B-listed on 13 
April 1981. 
 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Boundary Walls:  Stone rubble boundary walls, roughly rectangular in shape. The 
west wall shows varied stages of build.  The south boundary wall is lower.  To the 
east of the church the ground steps down a level to mark what may have been an 
earlier boundary line.                                                                
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The main entrance gate in the west wall leads to 
the church.  A black metal gate is set into two concrete pillars. A separate, smaller 
gate in the north wall leads into the burial ground but is taped shut.                            
 
Burial Enclosures:  Against the south wall lies a burial enclosure; A low stone wall 
is topped with black iron railings, whilst the rear wall is all stone and houses a 19th 
century wall memorial to John? Kennedy. 
Towards the north east of the site lies a stone built burial enclosure, c.1700, built 
for the Mackenzies of Kilcoy, with two steps down leading into it.  The ashlar 
masonry is topped with a balustrade.  Inside, is a recess where a wall memorial 
once presumably stood. 
                                            
Mausolea:  In front of the east wall lies a Gothic stone burial vault.  Five steps lead 
down to the door. The mausoleum is enclosed by plain rusted iron railings.  A 
danger sign is affixed to the railings, there is loose masonry and it is overgrown.  
The rear gable is crumbling. 
 
Kirk in Use:  Killearnan Parish church has an east-west orientation.  It was built in 
1745, then c.1800 had the thatched heather roof replaced by slates and had the 
walls raised.  In 1891 it was re-roofed and heightened again by Ross & Macbeth.  
It is cruciform with a bellcote on the west gable and a small cross finial on the east.  
The east gable holds the arched main door with a pointed arch window above.  
There are pointed arch windows in the west end of the south wall with a filled in 
round arched doorway in between.  An arched window with Y-shaped mullion in 
the south gable and a triple lancet pointed arch window in the west gable. 
The south wall houses a late 17th century memorial., now much weathered but with 
the initials, AW, some of the inscription and the Ionic columns still visible. 

X
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8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 

X 
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9. Risk:  The mausolem is particularly at risk and exhibits a danger sign.  The 
masonry has large cracks and stones are loose.  Vegetation is encroaching on the 
structure and some of the skew is missing from the rear gable.   
The Mackenzies of Kilcoy burial enclosure has some grass growing from the 
stonework, which is in need of some maintenance.   
The church in use and graveyard are generally well maintained, but the 
development and age of the various stages of boundary wall should be understood 
so that older parts are retained and the sequence of build is evident. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     

 
10. Ancillary Issues: 
ACCESS:  The church has a good size parking area immediately to its west.  
There is a gravel path leading to the church and another leading into the graveyard 
at the east end.  The ground is bumpy, but the grass is kept short. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation in the kirkyard, although the church 
may hold some information. 

No 

 
 
 


