
HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Proforma 

 

 
 
1. Name of Kirkyard:  Kilmuir Easter Parish Church and Burial Ground 
     From HER            (Kilmuir Easter Burial Ground-Highland Council)  
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 7574 7318  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Kilmuir Easter 
 
 
4. Description:  Rural church in use within multi-period graveyard. 
The graveyard has been extended at least twice.  The older part of the graveyard 
surrounds the church with a modern extension to the north, (20th century graves), 
still in use.  Immediately around the church are the oldest gravestones and a low, 
turf covered wall, (now retaining), surrounds it.  Late 19th and early 20th century 
stones are then found around the outside of this wall, on lower ground, then a 
higher wall to the north separates this from the modern 20th century section which 
is on much higher ground. 
There are burials underfoot in the older part, and flat graveslabs line the modern 
path to the south of the church.  The gravestones in the oldest part are orientated 
east and there are many small uprights from the first half of the 19th century which 
now only just poke out of the ground. 
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5. Setting:  Rural.  Immediately south of the site lies the country road, over which 
are open aspect fields leading to the north shore of the Cromarty Firth.  To the 
west is a car park and there are a couple of houses.  To the north and east are 
fields with trees in the background.  The views from the site are beautiful. 

 
6. Designations and Significance:  The church and burial ground are A-listed, (25 
March 1971, 78760), indicating that the site is of national importance. 
 
Different historic layers on site as evidenced by the graveyard and church. 
The tower of the church is dated 1616, but the bottom half is older.   
There were a few visitors on the day of the site visit, some tourists as well as 
locals.  This is an indicator of the high tourism potential of this site, with its 
beautiful views, picturesque church, and layers of time which could be interpreted.  
With many wall monuments and burial enclosures as well as varying gravestones, 
it is also an important site for local history and genealogy. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  There is no redundant church structure on site, but parts 
of an earlier church have been incorporated into the current church in use.                
 
Boundary Walls:  Stone walls.  A low, turf covered wall immediately surrounds the 
oldest part of the graveyard and church site which is roughly rectangular in shape.  
Taller stone walls then surround the next phase of the graveyard on all sides.  In 
the east wall of this part there is an entrance way which juts into the site.  The 
north wall of this section runs roughly parallel to the older wall for the most part, 
although it swings, curving, further north at the east end. 
The west side of the site is bounded by only one wall so may be the line of the 
original western boundary. 
At the east end of the south walls of both the first and second phase, the ground 
inside the site is much higher than the surrounding land and the ground inside is 
level with the tops of the walls.                                                                  
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  A black iron gate with scrolled detailing leads into 
the modern part of the burial ground, through the west wall.  Solid, square ashlar 
gatepiers with pyramidal tops.  Further south along the west wall another black 
iron gate leads into the church and old graveyard.  This has similar gatepiers to the 
other gate, but a plainer black iron gate. 
A plain black iron pedestrian gate leads through the south wall of the modern part 
of the graveyard into the lower, earlier section down some stone steps.  Opposite 
this in the northern boundary wall immediately surrounding the church, stone steps 
lead up to the earliest part of the graveyard.                                                
There is another entrance gate in the east wall, the walls here curving into the 
graveyard, (similar to Rosskeen).  The gatepiers are square with a pyramidal top, 
but are rusticated (unlike the others), and appear more recent than the 
surrounding wall with its semi-circular coping stones. 
 

X
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Burial Enclosures:  Burial enclosures have been placed against the east face of 
the east inner wall. 
A stone walled burial enclosure sits within the old burial ground at the north-west 
corner of the kirk.  The walls are rusticated ashlar topped with a balustrade.  There 
are three wall monuments here, one with the date d.1747 and the date 1749 
inscribed in the carved shield above so it is possibly the date of erection.  The 
other wall monuments are to Robert Mackenzie 1809 and Georgina Mackay 1864 
and others.                                            
Along the west wall lie two more burial enclosures, One of ashlar masonry with 
eroding balustrade above.  It contains one upright memorial.  There is also a 
space in the wall for a wall memorial. 
The other burial enclosure is constructed from a low ashlar wall and rusted iron 
spear railings, and contains a wall monument and a table slab. 
 
Mausolea:  Two mausolea appear to sit on the east end of the inner higher ground, 
with one of them having its east wall built into the boundary wall.  But both these 
structures are heavily overgrown with vegetation so it is difficult to examine them 
properly.  No entrances were visible. 
 
Wall Monuments:  In the north wall of the second phase of the burial ground 
monuments are set against the wall which has been heightened in places, but are 
not actually set in the wall. 
Three wall monuments have been built on top of the earliest north wall at the east 
end:  One, nearest the church, is a pedimented stone wall, has a carved skull and 
crossbones and other mortality symbols below the inscription and possibly the 
name Ross on the hard to read inscription.  The middle one has a larger plaque to 
Baillie Chisholm Munro, d.1861 and below that a second plaque to John Munro, 
1841 and others.  The third, wall memorial in this row is to Donald Ross, slater at 
Kildary. 
In the west wall is a 1791 wall monument, with a space to its left for another and a 
crested slab leaning against the wall, although it seem to large to have belonged to 
the empty wall space.  There is a further wall monument in the west wall to the 
west of the burial enclosures: 1820 James Mackay Tackman of Gairly(Possibly). 
 
Kirk in Use: Stone and slate, rectangular body with rusticated quoins, additional 
structure at east end with a round tower. 1797-8.  Altered 1882 John Maitland and 
Sons and then1903 by John Robertson with the introduction of the round arched 
windows. 
The list description says the structure at the east end is part of the former church 
subsequently used as a burial vault.  On the tower is the inscription, GMR BEIGIT 
1616 MD, signifying George Munro of Milntown and his second wife Margaret 
Dunbar. (Gifford). The stonework changes halfway up the tower.   
 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         X
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9. Risk:  The graveyard is well maintained and the kirk is in use. 
At the south-east corner of the site there is no wall or fence where the ground has 
built up to meet the height of the boundary wall, leaving a drop to the road.  This 
could pose a health and safety problem if trying to attract tourists, but the insertion 
of an inappropriate boundary could spoil the setting of the site. 
Vegetation should be removed from the possible mausolea. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues: 
ACCESS:  The church and graveyard lie just off the main road and there is a large 
car park. 
The church is in use so there should be toilets, although the church is not open all 
the time.  There are paths around the church. 
 
INTERPRETATION: There is no obvious interpretation in the burial ground, 
although the church may have some information. 

No 

 
 


