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1. Name of Kirkyard:     Kiltearn Parish Church, graveyard 
     From HER                (Kiltearn Burial Ground-Highland Council) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:   NH 6165 6520 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:   Kiltearn 
 
 
4. Description: 
Late 18th century roofless church built on medieval parish chapel site, 
incorporating a blocked medieval window into the east gable.  The 1790-1 Church 
was built of a piece so the inclusion of the medieval portion was not of necessity, 
but a deliberate choice by the builders to reference the earlier chapel.  The large 
church structure makes a powerful architectural statement, reflecting the status of 
its patrons, the Munro family.  The church is surrounded by a historic graveyard 
containing various styles and ages of gravestone as well as a number of burial 
enclosures.  The graveyard has been extended several times to the north and is 
still in use. 
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5. Setting:    Very attractive rural setting on the north shore of the Cromarty Firth. 
Surrounded by fields to north and east.  To the west and along the approach to the 
church, a number of houses add to the setting.  The graveyard contains a number 
of Yew trees. 
 
6. Designations and Significance:  
An archetypal post-reformation church, this example exhibits a high degree of 
architectural perfection.  It served as a statement of the Munro family power and 
sophistication the retention of the older arched window is an early example of 
antiquarianism. 
It is definitely a medieval parish site and an archaeological investigation should 
probably be done.  Medieval fabric, including the arched window in the east gable 
has been incorporated into the present church.  There are 17th, 18th and 19th 
century gravestones and Munro of Foulis burial enclosure dating from 1588.  The 
church has connections with the well-known Covenanting minister, Thomas Hog.  
B-listed 25th March 1971 as Kiltearn Old Parish Church and Burial Ground. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
X 

 
7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  1790-91, post-reformation T-shaped box built as a set 
piece.  Unroofed, but still standing to wallhead and skew height.  The east gable 
incorporates the old medieval parish window, not as part of an ever-evolving 
structure, but as a deliberate inclusion into the new building.  The southern 
projection includes a double stair leading to the two-roomed laird’s loft, each with 
fireplace.  There is a grandeur to these laird’s steps which feels almost like country 
house architecture.  The north wall contains two central tall round arched windows 
with two smaller rectangular windows above each other on either side of the 
central windows.  The west gable is topped by a bellcote and both east and west 
gables house a small round headed window. 
                                                   
Boundary Walls:  Curved rubble stone boundary walls, surround the older part, 
with taller more recent walls around the extensions.  The ground inside the 
kirkyard is high compared to the surrounding land.                                                     
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  There are three entrances in the western wall.  
The two closest to the older part of the graveyard are of spearhead iron design 
and sit in square ashlar gatepiers with a stepped flat top.  The gate furthest north, 
leading to a newer extension has a plainer iron gate and is set into two harled 
square gatepiers with stepped flat tops.   
In the eastern wall, at the north end of the old graveyard, there is a distinct change 
in build for a short section of the wall which may indicate that it was once an 
entranceway.   There is also a wooden kissing gate in the west wall.                          
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Burial Enclosures:  There are several burial enclosures on site, some of which are 
dedicated to branches of the Munro family.  
–Large family burial enclosure, Munros. 
-Mud stone carving and lime washed, but deteriorating.  Classical design, Munro-
Fergusons                                           
-Ironwork enclosure, unusual, good quality. 
 
Wall Monuments:  Sophisticated memorial wall with urns and pilasters.  This wall 
may have marked the edge of the old burial ground. 
 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:   The condition of the church is a problem.  The wallheads are intact but 
need work soon.  There are lost skew stones.  Some of the window and door 
openings have wooden supports inserted in them. 
In exposed areas, the masonry is quite worn and poses a big problem. 
In the graveyard Yew trees are enveloping the ironwork. 
  
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  The site is accessible and has a large car park.  
There are some paths in the newer areas of the graveyard.  The older area has no 
paths, uneven ground and many gravestones. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no on site Interpretation. 
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