
HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Proforma 

 
 
1. Name of Kirkyard:  Old Parish Church, Kinettas, Strathpeffer  
     From HER            (Kinettas Burial Ground-Highland Council) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:   NH 4803 5818  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Fodderty  
 
 
4. Description:  An old graveyard situated on a slope overlooking the village of 
Strathpeffer in the valley below.  There is no church in use or redundant building.   
The ground within the site is very uneven and slopes downhill from north to south.  
At the eastern side of the site the ground drops off steeply into deep hollow thick 
with vegetation, making it difficult to tell what, if anything, is there. 
The north-east corner of the burial ground, above the hollow, is also very 
overgrown with many broken slabs, including a modern, 1935 gravestone. 
The ground is not particularly well-maintained, at the time of the visit the grass had 
not recently been mown. 
There do not appear to be any burials more recent than the first half of the 20th 
century. 
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5. Setting:  The site is found at the northern edge of the village of Strathpeffer on 
the slope of a hill.  Immediately to the south runs a residential street.  To the north 
and east the site is bounded by trees.  The wooded hill to the north has trails 
through it which are used by dog walkers and mountain bikers.  To the west is a 
tree-lined track with fields beyond. 
 
 
6. Designations and Significance:  The HER says that this was a church site and 
that ruins were said to exist in the 18th century, although there is now no obvious 
structure.  The site is not designated as a listed building, or SAM and is not on the 
Inventory of Gardens and Designed landscapes.  However it does contain a range 
of gravestones and if it was a church site there should be underground 
archaeology. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Boundary Walls:  The boundary walls are made of rubble stone.  The west wall 
houses the entrance gate and is collapsing at the north end.  The north wall acts 
as a retaining wall as the burial ground is on a slope.  It is partly collapsing due to 
mature trees which grow against it.  The east wall is hidden behind the mass of 
vegetation at the end of the burial ground.  The southern wall has collapsed 
completely in parts and is collapsing at others.  At the points where the wall is 
missing the graveyard site merges into the back gardens of the houses below.  At 
the east end of the south wall, it appears that the wall may be incorporated into the 
building at that point.                                                                
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  There is a black iron entrance gate in the west 
wall.   It is simple in design with vertical and horizontal bars.  The southern 
gatepier consists of one upright slab of stone with a rounded top, whilst the 
northern gatepier has the same shape but is made of separate stones.                      
 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:  The graveyard is somewhat overgrown as a whole and is especially 
dangerous (to monuments and people) in the east where there is a steep drop and 
the vegetation obscures what is underfoot. 
The walls are collapsing due to tree growth and lack of maintenance.   
                                                                                                      On BAR?     

  

X

NO 

10. Ancillary Issues:   
ACCESS:  There is no car park, only a small track which turns off the residential 
street.  The graveyard has no paths laid out and is overgrown so access would be 
more difficult for the infirm. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation on site, but the site would benefit 
from more explanation about the church that was said to have been here and its 
general history. 


