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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Lochbroom Parish Church and Burial Ground, Inverbroom 
     (From HER)          (Clachan Burial Ground – Highland Council) 

 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 1769 8477 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Lochbroom 
 
 
4. Description:  Rural church in use surrounded by kirkyard.  The older part of the 
burial ground lies to the south of the church, with the more recent burials to the 
north.  In the newer area the burials are laid out in straight rows, and are marked 
with upright memorials.  The older part has a more random layout and varied types 
of gravestone.  The church sits in a hollow and the ground to the south is raised 
and contains old stone burial enclosures and seems the most likely area for any 
previous church that may have been on this site. 
 
 

 
 
5. Setting:  Rural.  On the west banks of the River Broom at the south end of Loch 
Broom.  In a small hamlet called Clachan.  The church sits in a river plain with 
steep hills rising behind it to the west.  To the east is the river but a field of bushes 
obscures the view.  Steep hills rise on the far side of the river.  Country roads run 
along the east and south of the site.  The church and burial ground are on a 
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slightly raised area of land. 
 

 
6. Designations and Significance:  The church and burial ground were B-listed 25 
March 1971, HB 7760.  This is a historic site, it has many types of gravestone, and 
interesting early 18th century memorials within the Mackenzie burial enclosure.  
The present church was built in 1817, but it is believed that there was an earlier 
church on this site dating back to at least the 13th century. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      X

 
 

7. Elements: 
  
Boundary Walls:  Straight stone rubble walls with coping stones.  There is a 
possible line of an old boundary wall to the north of the church.                                  
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The entrance to the older part of the burial ground 
is in the east wall to the south of the church.  Rusted gate set between iron 
gatepiers. 
In the east wall to the north of the church is the entrance to the newer area of 
burials.  This has a modern metal gate set into two square stone, shallow 
pyramidal topped gatepiers.                                             
 
Burial Enclosures:  To the south of the church lies the Mackenzie vault.  Harled 
stone walls on three sides and a low stone wall with iron railings on the third.  An 
arched doorway allows entry in the south wall with a rusted iron gate.  There is a 
nice carved stone wall monument with a stag’s head and the date 1724, for 
Alexander Mackenzie. Adjacent is another wall monument of a similar age, with a 
smaller carved stag’s head and the death symbols of skulls and an hourglass.  
There are a couple more burial enclosures at the west wall and quite a few 
memorials surrounded by iron railings. 
 
Kirk in Use:  The Church of Scotland is a rectangular, two-storey building built in 
1817.  The north and south walls have three rectangular windows on the ground 
floor and three square windows above on the first storey.  The entrance is in the 
east gable with a large access ramp leading up to the main arched entrance door.  
A bellcote sits atop the east gable.  The church has a sombre grey harl, with 
flashes of red from the painted rainwater goods, door and ramp railings. 
 
Other Built Elements:  There is a building built into the south-west corner of the 
kirkyard, although its entrance is outwith the ground.  Built over the west wall is a 
lean to shed structure.  It would be interesting to find out more about the present 
and previous uses of these buildings and what their relationship is to the history of 
the kirkyard. 
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8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
 
9. Risk:  The church in use is well maintained.  The burial enclosures, however, 
could do with some maintenance.  The ironwork is rusted, and although not 
structurally unsound, the stonework needs attention such as the patchy harling on 
the Mackenzie enclosure.  The wall memorials are weathering.  The site needs to 
be better explained, but only archaeological work could pinpoint the location of the 
medieval church.   
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  There is parking alongside the church boundary 
wall, and although a rural site, Ullapool is only a short distance away by car.  The 
newer area has paths, but the older section of the kirkyard has more uneven 
ground. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no on site interpretation. 

X 

NO

 
 
 


