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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Lochcarron Kirkton (Old Church), graveyard  
     From HER            (Lochcarron Old Burial Ground-Highland Council) 

 
2. National Grid Reference:  NG 9140 4122  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Lochcarron  
 
 
4. Description:  Ruinous parish church of 1751 surrounded by historic graveyard 
on the north shore of Lochcarron. There is a wide range of gravestones within this 
site, table tops, uprights and a few early 20th century.  The ground is uneven and 
slopes up gently northwards.  This site fell out of use as a parish church when the 
church to the east, Lochcarron Parish Church, was built c.1840. 
 
 

 
 
5. Setting:  On the north shore of Loch Carron.  The road through Lochcarron 
village lies to the south of the site and the site is a little east of the village.  
Mountains form a backdrop to the north. 
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6. Designations and Significance:  A significant site which was scheduled as 
Lochcarron Old Parish Church on 10th May 2000.  The scheduling extends to the 
boundary of the burial ground. 
The gravestones within the site are many and varied.  There is a naïve style 
headstone with carved drawings erected by John MacDonald to the memory of his 
father William MacDonald who died in 1838. 
The ruined church was a former parish church built in 1751 and made redundant 
with the erection of the new parish church to the east, Lochcarron Parish Church, 
c.1840.  For this reason it is interesting to view these churches in sequence.   
The church still retains its east and west gables and the south wall with windows 
and door openings, although the north wall no longer stands. 
Beaton says the site marks the old medieval chapel site, so the site may pre-date 
the ruined church of 1751. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  Roofless ruin of former parish church built in 1751 and 
abandoned in mid 19th century with the building of the parish church to the east.  
The church is orientated east-west at the highest point in the churchyard.  The 
east and west gables and the south wall still stand, but the north wall is no longer 
there.  There is no entry into the structure as danger signs and fencing warn 
people away from the building.  The south wall contains four windows and two 
doorways.  One of these windows is supported by wooden struts as the lintel and 
some of the stones above it are missing. The architecture is quite plain with 
rectangular windows and doorways and rubble walls. The east gable has one 
window.  The west gable is covered with vegetation which extends onto the south 
wall, so that it cannot be properly viewed.                                                
 
Boundary Walls:  Rectangular stone rubble boundary walls with coping stones.  
The walls are cracked in places and mature trees planted outside the boundary 
walls seem to be causing damage.  Part of the east wall is missing and a wooden 
fence has been erected in its place.                                                                    
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The main entrance is in the south boundary wall.  
Here there is a rusted iron gate with spearhead design set into square gatepiers 
with flat tops.  Adjacent is a rusted iron kissing gate.                                                 
 
Burial Enclosures:  There are quite a few rusted iron railings around graves. 

 
 
 

8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 

X

X 
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9. Risk:  The church structure is fenced off and has danger signs.  Some of the 
stonework in the south wall is missing and a window is held up by wooden struts.  
Vegetation completely covers the west gable and trees and plants can be seen 
growing inside the structure, and may be weakening the masonry. 
The boundary walls are at risk from the mature trees planted around the outside of 
the site.  Cracks have appeared, and in one area a part of the wall has already 
collapsed. 
  
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues: ACCESS:  There is a small parking area at the front of the 
site, at the side of the road.  There are no paths within the graveyard and there is 
uneven ground with slabs underfoot. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation on site. 
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