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1. Name of Kirkyard:  Macdonald Memorial, Mitchell Hill  
     From HER            (Mitchell Hill Burial Ground-Highland Council0 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference: NH 5492 5841  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Dingwall 
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4. Description:  Modern cemetery containing an impressive tower monument to 
Major-General Sir Hector Archibald Macdonald.  This tall square tower stands as a 
landmark within the town of Dingwall. 

 
 
5. Setting:  The cemetery is situated on top of a hill within the town of Dingwall.  
Trees surround the site and the memorial tower in the centre of the site dominates 
the skyline.  
 
 
6. Designations and Significance:  The tower is B-listed.   
The tower serves as an important architectural landmark for the town of Dingwall, 
and can be seen for miles around.  From the top of the tower great views are had 
of the town and its environs as well as the Cromarty Firth. 
The architect, James Sandford Kay was appointed through competition and the 
memorial was completed in 1907 through public subscription. 
Major-General Hector Archibald Macdonald was the son of a crofter and rose to 
become commanding officer of the Highland Brigade during the Boer war.  He is 
an important figure who allegedly committed suicide due to homosexual 
allegations.  As well as the tower, a song was composed in his honour, ‘Hector the 
Hero’.  
The tower was used as a lookout post during World War II. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Other Built Elements:  The Memorial is a square tower, 100ft high, topped with 
corbelled top storey.  At the top, a viewing platform gives wonderful views over the 
town of Dingwall and beyond.  It has a modern wire fence inserted around the 
balustrade for health and safety reasons.  Inside is a spiral red sandstone 
staircase, enclosed in a circular cement rendered stair tower.  The interior stone is 
seriously delaminating in some areas and salt crystals have formed over much of 
the surface of the stone.  There are a couple of landing platforms on the way up 
the tower which have iron railings affixed with wooden planks.  Rusted iron beams 
are apparent in the ceilings.                      
 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 

X

X
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9. Risk:  The interior of the building has serious problems with salt crystallisation 
and deteriorating stone.  It is not completely wind and watertight and this is 
causing some of the problems.  The fact that the building is unused is contributing 
to its decline. 
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues: ACCESS:  Access to the site is good.  It is in the town of 
Dingwall, and therefore has amenities nearby and it has car parking. 
INTERPRETATION:  At one point open to the public, the tower still has remnants 
of interpretation, such as a picture of Sir Hector MacDonald and left over props 
from the display explaining that the tower was used as a lookout post during World 
War II.  It has great potential for future interpretation. 

NO

 
 
 


