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1. Name of Kirkyard:   Rosemarkie Parish Church, Churchyard 
     From HER               (Rosemarkie Burial Ground) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 7372 5760  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Rosemarkie  
 
 
4. Description:  Church of Scotland Parish church in use surrounded by medium 
sized graveyard overlooking the Moray Firth.  The churchyard is still in use and 
holds gravestones from the 18th century to modern day.  There are no redundant 
buildings within the site. 
 
 

 
 
5. Setting:  Urban, in the town of Rosemarkie, but overlooks the Cromarty Firth to 
the east.  Residential houses surround, but don’t overwhelm site.  The church is at 
the top of a steep slope up from the shore and can be viewed from there.   
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6. Designations and Significance:  Although the current parish church dates to 
1821, the site has a long ecclesiastical history before that date.  A Pictish cross 
slab was found on the site and is now housed in the Groam Museum nearby.  
Successive churches were also built here: St Moluag, 6th century, St Boniface’s 
Monastery, 7th century and the Cathedral of Ross, 1125 which later moved to 
Fortrose.  The current church, John Falconer and John Wilson, masons and 
James MacLean, carpenter, 1818-22, was B-listed on 25th March 1971, (HB 
31853).  Under a separate listing, but also B category, are the Churchyard Walls, 
gates and gatepiers, (HB 31854), also listed on the same date as the church. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
Boundary Walls:  Surrounded by stone wall on all sides apart from towards the firth 
where there is a flimsy modern fence.  The site is roughly rectilinear.  The southern 
wall changes in build half way along and also houses a wall memorial.                       
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  There are two approaches to the site.  A set of 
steps climbs the steep slope from the shore with residential gardens on either side.  
An iron turning gate lies halfway up the steps.                                               
From the High Street a lane leads to the main entrance gate facing the front 
elevation of the church.  The iron gates with spear head uprights are set in ashlar 
gatepiers with shallow pyramidal top and have a wrought iron overthrow with lamp 
bracket with scroll detailing in the centre, spanning the gateway. 
 
Burial Enclosures:  Varied burial enclosures of different dates and styles populate 
the burial ground, for the most part surrounded by iron railings.  A stone built 
enclosure fronts the east fence with a worn table slab and a family crest on the 
wall.  Immediately south of the church, an enclosure dedicated to a former minister 
and his family with a Yew tree causing a disturbance to the railings. 
 
Wall Monuments:  There is a large 18th century wall monument on the south 
boundary wall.  Dated 1766, the pedimented memorial is to the Houston family.  In 
the pediment a carved winged soul and coat of arms and a skull and cross bones 
at the bottom. 
 
Kirk in Use: 1818-21, Church of Scotland, parish church in use.  Rectangular 
church with tower in the west gable and a crenellated minister’s porch in the south 
wall. 
 
 

 
 

 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 

X

X 



HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Project 

 

 
9. Risk:  The graveyard is well maintained by the council.  Normal weathering and 
sinking is affecting the older memorials. 
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     

 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS: No dedicated car park, but easily accessible due 
to its central location in town. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation in the graveyard, although there 
may be some information in the church. 

No

 
 


