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1. Name of Kirkyard:      Rosskeen Parish Church, graveyard.  
     From HER                 (Rosskeen Burial Ground-Highland Council) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 6882 6927  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:   Rosskeen 
 
 
4. Description:  The site at Rosskeen is of considerable architectural importance, 
consisting of a series of redundant/ruinous buildings, including a large early 19th 
century roofed redundant church which dominates the site.  The Munro 
mausoleum, erected in the 17th century and restored in 1908, (according to a 
plaque inside), lies to the east of the roofed church.  A series of linked burial 
enclosures/mausolea, further to the east, of varying dates, lie on a possible 
previous church site and may incorporate earlier church remains. 
The large graveyard is in active use and the burial ground has been extended 
several times.   
This is a large and complicated site. 
 
The earliest part of the graveyard surrounds the medieval parish church site.  The 
older ruinous structures which probably contain parts of the medieval church sit 
atop the highest point in that area of the churchyard.  There are a variety of styles 
and ages of gravestones throughout the site. 
 
Yew trees are planted. 
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5. Setting:  Rural.  The site is close to the north shore of the Cromarty Firth, but the 
adjacent railway line interrupts the view to the south.  Open aspect to the north. 
The eastern boundary is skirted by a road. 

 
6. Designations and Significance: 
This is a very significant site in which many layers of time are in evidence.   
A site of patronage by the Munro family as evidenced by the dedicated 
mausoleum.  As a result of this patronage, high quality workmanship is in evidence 
on the mausoleum.   Other structures on site also exhibit a range of architectural 
detailing including carved stonework such as rope moulding and Y-traceried 
windows.  There is an unusually wide range of styles of gatepier on site, including 
pyramidal, flat, round and semicircular topped gatepiers.  The architectural 
significance of this site is therefore extremely high. 
The roofed church was built in 1832 by James Smith.  The parish church and 
burial ground were A-listed 25 March 1971, HB 15040.  Unusually, the 19th century 
redundant church is still roofed.   
Aside from the James Smith Church, the other buildings on site do not seem to be 
widely researched or understood.  They vary in age and parts may be medieval.  It 
seems likely that this part of the burial ground was the site of a previous church. 
The graveyard contains memorials from the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries which vary 
in style.  There are other interesting built elements on the site such as a mounting 
block at the main entrance and stone boundary walls. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
X 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:      
1830-2, James Smith Church. Still roofed, and with boarded up windows, the 
church is largely wind and watertight.  However, the soft red sandstone is 
severely weathered in places.  Aligned north-south.  Box shaped with tower in 
centre of front elevation, flanked by large round arched windows with two smaller 
round arched windows above each other on either side. 
 
A possible chapel structure which has been added onto over time to form burial 
enclosures and mausolea .  This may contain parts of the original parish church.  
The complex structure is aligned east-west, is now unused and only partly roofed.  
Internally the structure is highly compartmentalised with many divisions.  
Vegetation is a major problem inside and around the structure.  Various parts of 
this structure have been added at different times and exhibit different types of 
architectural detailing.  The westernmost part of the structure contains a stone 
carved Y-traceried window in the west wall.  To the north a classical frontage has 
been placed on part of the structure to create a mausoleum, which still retains a 
roof.  The mausoleum has a four columned front topped by a pediment with 
carved rope moulding.  The date above the locked wooden door reads 1884.  
Other openings exist in this collection of structures:  An overgrown iron gate on 
the most eastern elevation as well as two openings without doors or gates on the 
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Boundary Walls:   The stone boundary walls are of interest even though not 
necessarily original.  To the south the wall has been built up as a retaining wall as 
the churchyard level has risen.  The eastern wall is ivy covered in places.                 
  
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The current main entrances to the south of the 
19th century church consist of iron railings and gates and are likely to be 
contemporary with the church and graveyard expansion.  The gatepiers here are 
square ashlar and classical in style. 
To the east there are also two entrances, a wider gated entrance, with square 
ashlar gatepiers with pyramidal tops and a pedestrian kissing gate set into square 
ashlar gatepiers with semicircular coping.    The gate leading into the most recent 
section of the graveyard has round, harled gatepiers with rounded coping stones.     
 
Mausolea:  The Munro Mausoleum is aligned east-west.  A plaque inside reads: 
‘Erected 1664 by George Munro of Newmore…restored 1908’.  The rectangular 
structure has a slate roof and is built of red ashlar sandstone.  The south wall 
contains an unlocked, finely detailed iron gate.  A double lancet window is found to 
either side of the gate near the wall head.  Either side of the gateway are two thin, 
tall, recessed arches with weathered carving.  Newer stone repairs are evident at 
the top of one of these arches.  The east and west gables both had stone finials 
with a thistle design, but the western one is now lying on the ground, having 
broken off.  The west gable has a triple lancet window. Growing out of the ground 
adjacent to the west gable is a mature tree.  To the north the gutters are blocked 
and broken in parts. 
 
Other Built Elements:  In front of the main entrances is a stone mounting block. 
There are also two possible walls/structure sites at the east end of the graveyard, 
covered with ivy.                 
 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
 
9. Risk:     Vegetation poses a major danger to the older collection of structures.  In 
addition, the extent of the coverage limits a full understanding of the site and its 
development. 
Severe under mining by rabbits and other, larger animals also poses a threat to 
the structural stability of the redundant buildings. 
The masonry on the redundant 19th century church is severely decayed in parts, as 
is some of the stonework on the earlier structures. 
 
 
The 19th century church only is on the Scottish BAR register. 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     X

X
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10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  There is space for car parking in front of the 19th 
century church.  A gravel path leads to the church, but the older part of the burial 
ground where the other structures are, has no paths and is very uneven. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation on site. 

 


