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1. Name of Kirkyard:  St Clement’s Burial Ground, Dingwall  
     From HER            (St Clement Burial Ground) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:   NH 5495 5897 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Dingwall  
 
 
4. Description:  The urban site contains a parish church in use surrounded by a 
large burial ground containing some ruinous structures. 
The gravestones are varied: table-tops, uprights, celtic crosses, and the ground is 
uneven indicating layers of burials over time. 
Most, (but not all), of the gravestones point east. 
 
St Clement’s has benefited from recent investigations into the history of the site.  
‘St Clement’s Aisle – A Historical Investigation by D.D. MacDonald’, explains how 
the written, mapped and archaeological evidence help our understanding of the 
redundant structures within the burial ground.  He concludes that St Clement’s 
Chapel, or aisle was founded in 1529 by William Kemp and was likely to have been 
dedicated to St Clement as protection for the seamen and merchants who worked 
nearby. The aisle was then used as the burial place of the Tutor of Kintail and his 
descendants from 1628, leading to the alternative name of Tutor’s Aisle, and was 
later used as a burial place by the Mackenzies of Fairburn. 
 
In addition, Jonathon McColl of the Highland Family History Society has mapped 
and indexed the graves within the burial ground. 
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5. Setting:  Urban setting within the town of Dingwall.  The churchyard is flanked 
by Lidls to one side and Tescos on the other, and other commercial buildings 
surround it.  Although the immediate surroundings are not picturesque, or in 
character with the churchyard, the site does contain trees and is large enough to 
still maintain its own character. 
 
 
 
6. Designations and Significance: 
The church in use, gatepiers and burial ground are category A-listed, (Designated 
25 March 1971, 24516), confirming the national importance of the site. 
A Pictish symbol stone situated between the entrance and the current church is 
designated as a scheduled ancient monument. 
The recent historical investigation by David MacDonald shows local interest in the 
site 
There are layers of history here, with a previous church having been knocked 
down in 1800 and replaced with the current church in use.  The graveyard also 
exhibits memorial stones of varying ages and styles, including a 1531 flat 
gravestone known as the Kemp stone, (as it serves as a memorial for the Kemp 
family), and a Pictish stone near the entrance to the site. 
The collection of burial enclosures, including St Clement’s Aisle, contain fabric 
from the late medieval period, although the dangerous state of the structures has 
prohibited a close examination. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Boundary Walls:  The stone walls form a roughly circular, irregular shaped 
boundary around the site.  They seem to have had many interventions and 
patches inserted over the years, and also contain a few wall monuments.   At the 
east wall the ground inside the site is much higher than the street on the other side 
and the wall contains wall monuments and burial enclosures.  The west wall is 
higher, again, containing wall monuments, burial enclosures and what looks like 
the insertion of a new wall.  The south wall is stone with higher ground inside the 
boundary of the site.                                                                
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The main entrance is in the south wall.  Black iron 
gate set in gatepiers by W.C. Joass 1875-6, square ashlar with pyramidal stepped 
tops with ball finials.                                              
 
Burial Enclosures:  This site contains quite a few burial enclosures, mostly sited 
along the boundary walls.  The other predominant grouping of burial enclosures lie 
to the north of the current church and contain the structure known as St Clement’s 
Aisle.  All the burial enclosures are at risk, from vegetation and rabbit burrows, but 
this grouping is particularly precarious as it is fenced off and covered with 
dangerous signs.  This has made a close inspection of the structures impossible. 
 
Kirk in Use:  White harled box shaped kirk in use, built 1799-1803.  Orientated 
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north-south. 
 

 
 

 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk: The burial ground itself is well tended but the burial enclosures are not 
being maintained.  All of them are overgrown and crumbling.   
Vegetation and rabbits pose threats. 
This site is a complex one, and with the fences and scaffolding covering the 
ruinous structures, no interpretation or deeper understanding of what’s there can 
presently be ascertained.  If the structures are left as they are they will be lost. 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     

 
10. Ancillary Issues: 
ACCESS:  This is a town centre site and so is served by a free car park and 
nearby amenities (cafes, toilets etc).  Modern paths around the church building 
provide wheelchair access. 
 
INTERPRETATION:  The only obvious attempt at interpretation in the churchyard 
was a small sign beside the Pictish stone  which is now illegible.  The church in 
use may have some information.  

NO
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