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1. Name of Kirkyard:     St Duthac’s Church, Easter Suddie, graveyard   
     From HER                (Suddie Burial Ground – Highland Council) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 6650 5475  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Knockbain  
 
 
4. Description:  Rural graveyard still in use surrounded by stone walls.  There is 
both a ruined late medieval chapel within the graveyard and an adjacent roofed 
19th century crow stepped mausoleum.  

 
 
5. Setting:  Rural.  Open aspects to north and south.  To the east is a farm.  To the 
west lie trees and a residential building.  The site is on a slope overlooking a 
shallow valley.  There are a few trees within the site, including Yews. 
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6. Designations and Significance:  The site was B-listed as Suddie Old Church and 
Burial Ground on 25 March 1971, (HB 7994).  The church is late medieval and was 
abandoned in 1762 when the parishes of Suddie and Kilmuir combined and a new 
church was built at Knockbain. 
The church is a Scheduled Ancient Monument. 
The graveyard contains varied memorials, a stone burial enclosure and 
mausoleum. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  There is a redundant building of which only the south-
east gable, part of the north wall and a few stones of the south wall can be seen.  
The east gable appears to house an engraved stone slab.  The ground inside the 
chapel is in a depression compared to the raised shape around it which may 
indicate the chapel outline.                                                         
 
Boundary Walls:  The walls on all sides are rubble with flat, rectangular coping 
stones.  The ground inside the boundary walls rises to meet the walls along the 
west side and south side, although the south wall also serves as a retaining wall 
because of the slope of the site.  The ground inside the burial ground is higher 
than the surrounding land and is uneven.                                                                  
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The black metal entrance farm style gate is 
situated in the west wall and is accessed from a short grassy path.  The gate is set 
in two upright stone slabs with rounded tops. Also, adjacent to the gate a set of 
stone steps lead over the boundary wall.                                              
  
Burial Enclosures:  Matheson burial enclosure:  18th century wall memorials, stone 
built with iron gate. 
 
Mausolea:  A rectangular, locked and roofed mausoleum, orientated north-south 
lies where the north wall of the redundant chapel ends.  Its walls are not integrated 
with the chapel walls although stones from the chapel may have been used in its 
construction.  The east elevation appears to contain two separate walls.  The north 
gable appears to have a blocked up window and has large cracks in the masonry.  
Decorated south entrance gable.  There are loose and missing slates on the roof.  
On the east side there is a hole in the roof and grass is growing through.  The 
mausoleum sits on raised ground. 
 
 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 

X 

XX
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9. Risk:  The redundant chapel is at risk from vegetation, especially the east gable 
which is the most intact part remaining. 
The mausoleum, although roofed, needs maintenance.  Slates are missing and 
vegetation is appearing on the roof.  The crack in the north gable needs urgent 
attention as it puts the structure at risk. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS: The site is fairly easy to find, adjacent to a single 
track road.  The grassy track can be used for parking by one or two cars.  There 
are no paths on site and the ground is somewhat uneven. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no on site interpretation. 

No

 


