
HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Proforma 

 
 
 

 
1. Name of Kirkyard:  St Duthus’s Chapel, The Links, Tain  
     From HER            (Old St Duthus Burial Ground-Highland Council) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 7845 8220  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Tain  
 
 
4. Description:  This site is a large multi-period graveyard, with a ruined chapel 
sitting atop a small hill in the oldest part. 
The churchyard has been expanded to the west and this part holds late 19th and 
20th century graves with neat gravel paths and lots of upright stones.  It is well 
maintained with cut grass and the ground is flat.  This area is roughly rectangular 
in shape and also holds a section of war graves. 
The older section of the graveyard holds the ruined chapel and is situated on a 
small hill at the east end of the site.  Here there are a variety of gravestones, 
upright, flat slabs and table slabs.  The ground is uneven, indicating layers of 
burials.  Some small upright late 18th century stones poke out of the ground. 
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5. Setting:  The site sits on the links in Tain, with the town to its south and the 
shore of the Dornoch Firth to the north.  There is a golf course adjacent to the 
east.  A road skirts the southern boundary of the site on the other side of which is 
a train line.  Many trees and bushes dot the burial ground.  Although on the edge 
of the town, this churchyard has a very open feel, compared to the Collegiate 
Church site just up the road, which is more sheltered. 
 
 
 
 
6. Designations and Significance:  The site was B-listed on 25 March 1971, (HB 
41881), as The Links St Duthus Chapel.  In December 1975 the chapel was 
designated as a scheduled monument with the name, St Duthus’s Chapel, Tain. 
As one of three medieval church sites in Tain, along with the Collegiate church and 
adjacent chapel at Castle Brae, this is a historically significant site.  HER describes 
it as the most ancient of the three pre-reformation sites dedicated to St Duthus. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      X X

 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  Roofless, ruined, stone structure situated on the highest 
point in the graveyard.  It is orientated east-west and the east and west gable, 
along with the north wall still stand.   A portion of the south wall stands but is not 
joined to either gable.  It features a small arched window.  The entire east wall 
has been fenced off, including the gaps which allow entry into the building.  The 
east gable has three small square holes near the top.  Vegetation covers much of 
the west gable and part of the north wall, inside and out, making it difficult to see 
the stonework.  The north wall has a large crack running down it. The interior 
space has more recently been used as a burial enclosure, containing rusted iron 
railings and various monuments.  Close inspection was not possible because of 
the fencing.  There are many rusted iron nails sticking out of each of the gables. 
 
Boundary Walls:  Stone walls surround the site, with part of the south wall made 
from lower stone walls topped with blue painted iron spear headed railings.  At 
the east end of the site the boundary wall is at the bottom of the hill on which the 
chapel sits.  Only modern burials are marked on this slope, so possibly an earlier 
boundary was higher up.                                                                  
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  A blue spearheaded iron gate, matching the 
railings allows entry into the more modern part of the site.  It is flanked by two 
octagonal gatepiers, with pyramidal tops, one of which has slipped.  A smaller 
version lies at the east end of this wall.                                              
 
Burial Enclosures:  There are many burial enclosures in the older part of the 
burial ground with rusted iron railings. To the south-east of the chapel there is a 
completely overgrown burial enclosure, so it is hard to tell if it has stone walls.  Its 
front elevation has stone walls topped by iron railings and a rusted iron gate. 
 

 



HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Proforma 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:  The redundant chapel is at risk from the thick vegetation on its west gable 
and north wall.  Vegetation also grows inside the structure.  The fencing indicates 
a degree of instability in the south wall. 
 
                                                                                       
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     

 
10. Ancillary Issues: 
ACCESS:  There is a car park adjacent to the site, but to enter the graveyard it is 
necessary to walk for a short distance along a road with no pavement.  The newer 
section of the burial ground has paths, but the oldest part doesn’t and it is on a hill.  
There are no facilities on site, but the town centre of Tain is not too far away. 
 
INTERPRETATION:  Whilst there is no interpretation on site, a couple of tourists 
visiting on the same day had brought audio guides from the information centre at 
the Collegiate Church.  I do not know to what extent the exhibition at the Collegiate 
Church also covers the ruined chapel at the Links, but these sites are all part of 
medieval history of the area and should be associated together.  It would be 
beneficial to have at least some interpretation actually at the Links site too. 
 
COMMUNITY: Is the Tain Guildry Trust also concerned with this chapel? 

No

X

 
 


