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1. Name of Kirkyard: St Martin’s Chapel and Grave, Isle Martin 
     (From HER) 

 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 0960 9890 
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Lochbroom 
 
 
4. Description:  Small burial ground with a square, stone built structure which is the 
‘chapel’.  The gravestones are uprights, but are small and mostly only the tops 
poke out of the ground.  There is a carved cross-slab within the graveyard.  The 
ground around the gravestones is uneven, but is higher than the stone structure. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
5. Setting:  The site lies on the east coast of Isle Martin, above the shore, near the 
few buildings in use and the jetty.  The area around the gravestones and chapel is 
covered in bracken. 
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6. Designations and Significance:  There seems to be some confusion as to what 
exactly the stone structure is.  Some call it a chapel, though it is small, and 
apparently there are the remains of another building which may have been a 
chapel nearby.  However because of the dense bracken, it was not possible to 
ascertain what else was on site apart from within the two cropped areas of the 
graveyard and around the stone structure.  This also meant that a supposed older 
boundary wall line could not be determined.  In order for the site to be fully 
understood a thorough investigation would need to take place. 
The dedication to St Martin is also debated, as variously being St Martin of Tours, 
or Martin, a priest banished from Iona, or even from the name The Island of (Pine) 
Martins. 
Even though not a lot can be said for certain, what is certain is that there is a cross 
slab, a graveyard and a stone structure.  The graveyard is evidence of the past 
community which lived on the island, (now uninhabited apart from a voluntary 
warden). 
  
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  Although the structure is not necessarily a chapel, it is 
mentioned under this heading as it is usually referred to as a chapel.  It is roughly 
square in shape, rubble built with a doorway in the west wall. Above the doorway, 
the lintel is covered in pebble dash.  There are a few cracks in the masonry and an 
especially large one in the south-east corner.  The stones at the base of the 
structure are worn.  The interior shows some remnants of harling, as well as a 
stone bench and possible seat made from slabs of stone. 
 
Boundary Walls:  The site is surrounded by thick bracken and although this is cut 
back around the gravestones and chapel structure, it is impossible to see where a 
supposed early circular boundary may be.  (The bracken is apparently being 
treated so that it can be cleared).                                                                  
 

 
 
 

8. Ownership of Kirkyard: The island is community owned by Ullapool and 
Lochbroom Community, and run by the Isle Martin Trust. 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:  The chapel structure is at risk from the large cracks in the masonry.   
The vegetation obscures a full understanding of the site.  This site is at risk as it is 
not fully understood, and the stone structure needs attention                                   
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     No
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10. Ancillary Issues: 
ACCESS:  Throughout the summer there are walks arranged on Sundays, so there 
is a boat going over to the island.  Otherwise the Trust should be contacted who 
can organise a small boat.  There are grass paths leading to the site which are 
well tended and mown, bit are a bit bumpy underfoot.  There are toilets, as well as 
a bunk house and a croft house for rent, (although there is no electricity). 
INTERPRETATION:  There is some information on the island, (censuses etc), in 
one of the island buildings. 
COMMUNITY:  The Isle Martin Trust run and care for the island on behalf of the 
community.  They are very interested in finding out more about the chapel and 
graveyard. 

 
 
 


