
HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Proforma 

 
 
1. Name of Kirkyard:     St Mary’s Church, Kilmuir, graveyard  
     From HER                (Kilmuir Burial Ground – Highland Council) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference: NH 6769 5010  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Knockbain 
 
 
4. Description:  Square kirkyard with ruins of overgrown medieval chapel in centre.  
The graveyard is still in use.  Memorial stones of different ages are spread around 
the burial ground, although there are no evident table slabs to the north of the 
redundant chapel. 
The graveyard is at a slightly higher height to the surrounding land on the south 
side, but the site sits on a gentle slope anyway.  Otherwise the ground appears to 
be at a relatively similar level to the surrounding land, although it is hard to be 
precise because of the grasses and nettles around the boundary. 

 
 
5. Setting:  Rural.  The site has a clear view over the Moray Firth to the south.  
Open fields lie to the north and east with some trees on a hill also to the north.  To 
the west are residential and farm buildings. 
 



HIGHLAND KIRKYARDS: Ross and Cromarty Pilot Proforma 

 
6. Designations and Significance:  B-listed 25 March 1971 as Kilmuir Old Church 
and Burial Ground, (HB 7990).  The site is medieval and what is left of the chapel 
retains a Y-traceried window in the east gable.  In the19th century the interior of 
the chapel was converted to a mausoleum for the Grahams of Drynie.  The church 
is a scheduled monument. 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

X X
 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  In the centre of the kirkyard lie the remains of a chapel.  It 
is roofless and heavily overgrown with trees and other vegetation.  The east end of 
the structure is now a mausoleum but it is difficult to tell how much of it may be 
fabric of the old chapel, but it fits the footprint.  An iron gate allows entry in the 
west wall of the mausoleum, in what would once have been the interior of the 
chapel.  The east gable shows a traceried window.                                                  
 
Boundary Walls:  Coped rubble, roughly square in shape.  In fairly good condition.  
Part of the west wall is bulging which may be due to a tree.  
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways::  The main plain farm style, black iron gate is in the 
south wall with two upright round headed slabs as gatepiers.  There are also 
adjacent stone steps over the wall.                                               
 
 

 
 

 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
 
9. Risk:  Well maintained kirkyard (Strimming taking place whilst on site), but 
chapel structure severely overgrown. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  Off small track.  Parking on patch of grass 
adjacent.  There are no paths within the burial ground. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation. 
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