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1. Name of Kirkyard:     St Michael’s Chapel, Kirkmichael  
     From HER                (Kirkmichael Burial Ground – Highland Council) 
 
 
2. National Grid Reference:  NH 7057 6582  
 
 
3. Civil Parish: Resolis 
 
 
4. Description:  Rural historic medieval kirkyard containing ruins of redundant 
chapel. 
The oldest part of the graveyard, surrounds the church in the northern half of the 
site.  To the south lies the newer extension with straight rows of 20th century 
burials. 
The old kirkyard contains table slabs and flat slabs as well as some upright 19th 
and 20th century upright monuments. 
Some of the flat slabs which lie on the ground have recently been bordered with 
wooden frames. 
 
 

 
 
5. Setting: 
Rural, overlooking the Cromarty Firth to the east and north.  Open aspect fields to 
south.  To the west are fields and immediately adjacent to the graveyard is the 
road.  The site slopes down gently eastwards towards the firth. 
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6. Designations and Significance: This is a site with many layers of time.  Both the 
graveyard and church stretch back to the medieval period.  Within the graveyard is 
a medieval gravestone which features a Calvary Cross and the first recorded 
mention of Kirkmichael dates to 1429.  The church was used as a parish church 
until 1767 and has since been used as a family mausoleum for the Munros of 
Ardoch (Poyntzfield).  There are also other built elements of interest such as a 
stone burial enclosure to William Grant and Florenc Dunbar.  The site is a 
scheduled ancient monument and as such is recognised as being of national 
importance.  The wealth of historic gravestones is also important for the local 
families who still live in the area and the genealogists who come from afar.  The 
church was B-listed 25 March 1971 as Kirkmichael Remains of Kirkmichael 
Church and Burial Ground, (HB 14940).  In addition, the Kirkmichael Graveyard 
Dyke and Gatepiers were C(S) listed on the 13th April 1981.  The church is a 
scheduled monument. 
Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

X X
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7. Elements: 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel    East-west orientation.  A late medieval church, disused 
after 1662 with the formation of Resolis Parish.  It was since used as a mausoleum 
for the Munros of Poyntzfiled. The church consists of a roofed rectangular 
structure with an unroofed additional rectangular structure added to the east gable.  
A filled in double lancet window is visible in the east gable of the unroofed section 
and its south wall has an entrance way and open double lancet window.  There 
may be a single lancet window in the south wall of the roofed part.  The ruins are 
in a very precarious state.  Fencing surrounds the chapel and Danger signs are 
displayed.  The west gable is bulging outward and is held up by wooden struts.   
Many slates are missing, vegetation is growing through the roof and there are 
large holes in the roof.  The dangerous state of the chapel did not permit a close 
analysis of the structure and the interior was not accessible.                                       
 
Boundary Walls:  Stone rubble boundary walls with semicircular coping enclose 
the whole site, but there is good evidence to show where the older boundary wall 
lay, to the south of the old church.  The ground which would have been within the 
old boundary wall is much raised compared to the newer portion of the graveyard.  
The eastern boundary wall shows a change in build at this point.                                
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  A black iron spearheaded gateway set into two 
square ashlar gatepiers topped with two stepped flat square slabs, in the west wall 
in the newer part of the graveyard.  Adjacent are a set of cantilevered stone steps 
which allow entrance over the boundary wall.                                    
 
Burial Enclosures:  There are many iron railed burial enclosures in the old 
graveyard: 
At the west boundary wall, iron railings set on a low stone wall, containing table 
stones and an upright monument. 
At the west gable of the church, a small iron burial enclosure with a column 
monument, adjacent to another burial enclosure with railings missing. 
A large pediment has been built into the northern boundary wall with iron railings 
on the other three sides.  20th century, in memory of James Sutherland. 
Near the east wall is a stone built burial enclosure, with collapsed stonework and 
vegetation growing inside. Skull and crossbones pediment and inscribed lintel to 
William Grant and Florenc Dunbar.  The enclosure has been fenced off.                    
 
Mausolea:  A possible mausoleum lies to the north-east of the church.  It is a 
rectangular square box structure with a flat stone roof.  It is collapsing at the south 
end and is overgrown with vegetation.  No inscription was visible.   

 
 

 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 

X
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9. Risk:  The redundant Chapel is very unstable.  Vegetation and collapsing roof 
and walls.  Temporary wooden struts hold the structure in place but it is very 
vulnerable.  Other elements within the burial ground are also deteriorating, 
especially the mausoleum and Florenc Dunbar burial enclosure both of which are 
under attack from vegetation and suffering damaged stonework. 
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues: 
ACCESS:  No proper car park but cars can pull up at side of road along west wall.  
There are gravel paths through the newer part of the graveyard, but not through 
the older part around the church where the ground is more uneven and there are 
many flat slabs underfoot. 
 
COMMUNITY:  Kirkmichael Trust.  The Kirkmichael Trust were set up by locals 
who do not want to see the site deteriorate any more and wish to consolidate it for 
the future.  www.kirkmichael.info.   
 
INTERPRETATION:  Outside the kirkyard, on the other side of the road is an 
interpretation board provided by the Kirkmichael Trust.  It provides information on 
the redundant chapel and the history of the graveyard. 

No

 
 
 


