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1. Name of Kirkyard:  St. Donan’s Chapel, Courthill  
     From HER             (Kishorn Burial Ground – Highland Council) 

 
2. National Grid Reference:NG 8304 4058  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Lochcarron 
 
 
4. Description:  Rural graveyard with turf covered foundations of an old chapel.  
The graveyard has been extended to the south and is still in use.  There are 
various styles of gravestone. 
 
 

 
 
5. Setting:  The site is found at the north-eastern end of Loch Kishorn.  To the east 
is the ruined shell of Courthilll House.  There are views over the loch and trees 
screen the other sides of the site. 
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6. Designations and Significance:  This former chapel at this site was dedicated to 
St Donan who established the first Christian community on the island of Eigg.  The 
chapel site is now only visible as a partial raised turf bank. 
The graveyard contains various stones of different dates and styles. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  St Donan’s Chapel no longer stands, but a partial turf-
covered outline of a stone structure can still be seen.   It is rectangular in shape, is 
orientated east-west and has a possible opening in the south wall.  Gravestones 
now stand inside the chapel outline.                                                     
 
Boundary Walls:  Dry stone rubble walls enclose the old graveyard to the north, 
south and east.  A cement layer has been smeared on top of the stone and a wire 
fence has been erected outside it.  To the south there is only a wire fence, this part 
may not have had a boundary wall, as the topography slopes downwards here 
forming a natural boundary.  The modern extension is enclosed by a wire fence 
with wooden posts. 
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  A modern metal gate allows entry to the newer 
part of the graveyard.  In the southern boundary wall of the older section, a break 
in the wall and iron fixings show where a gate once was.                                            
 
Burial Enclosures:  Attached to the outer southern wall of the old burial ground, 
(now within the modern extension), is a burial enclosure constructed of a low stone 
wall topped with spearhead rusted iron railings.  The gate is now missing.  Inside 
are celtic cross shaped memorials to the Willoughby family with mid 20th century 
dates. 
Inside the old burial ground is a burial enclosure with an ashlar rear wall, with a 
low stone wall topped with rusted iron railings around the other sides.  Mounted on 
the wall is a shield shaped plaque to Sir John Stuart, above which are carved 
mottoes and crests.  Two table-top slabs each covered with large relief cross 
decoration. 

 
 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 

X
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9. Risk:  The site appears a bit messy, with bits of rusted railings propped up 
against the wall, gates missing, random bits of fencing and unsightly cement 
render applied to the top of the wall.  The built elements of walls, gates and burial 
enclosures are obviously not being cared for and are not being recognised as 
significant elements of the site.  Vegetation is growing in two of the burial 
enclosures. 
                                                                        
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues:  ACCESS:  There is a car park beside the site, but there are 
no paths in the old burial ground where the ground is uneven and on a slope.  The 
modern extension has a grass path. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is a plaque at the entrance gate to the new extension 
explaining that this was the site of St. Donan’s Chapel, but does not give any 
information about the building. 
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