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1. Name of Kirkyard:  St Maelrubha’s, Gairloch  
     From HER          (Gairloch Old Burial Ground – Highland Council) 

 
2. National Grid Reference:  NG 8066 7572  
 
 
3. Civil Parish:  Gairloch  
 
 
4. Description:  A large burial ground on the outskirts of Gairloch containing a 
structure which may incorporate an earlier church and a large grouping of burial 
enclosures.  The gravestones within this ground face east.  The ground is uneven 
and there are varied gravestones, some flat slabs underfoot, uprights and table 
tops.  The ground is particularly high at the west end and is built on hilly dunes 
above the beach. 
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5. Setting:  Rural, set behind the beach at the south end of Gairloch on the West 
Coast.  To the south is a golf course and the beach is below the site to the west.  
The road runs past the site tot he north, over the other side of which is a modern 
cemetery.  Immediately to the south of the site a tree lined path leads to the beach.  
Trees line the steep bank to the road on the north side of the site.  There are 
mature trees along the boundary walls to the north, south and east. 

 
6. Designations and Significance:  This is an old, pre-reformation burial ground, 
with varied gravestones and inscriptions possibly dating as far back as the 17th 
century.  
The stone structure at the east end of the site is orientated east-west and may 
contain parts of a medieval chapel.  
Noted figures are buried here including William Ross (1762-c1790), a Gaelic poet, 
John Hay of the Hay family associated with the nearby ironworks and the Mackay 
family of hereditary pipers to the Lairds of Gairloch.  
The site was B listed 29th April 1991, (HB 12918), as Gairloch Old Churchyard. 
 
 
 Scheduled Ancient Monument                                  Listed Building      

 
 

7. Elements: 
 
Redundant Kirk/Chapel:  To the north-east of the ground is the possible site of a 
medieval chapel which may have had its walls incorporated into the present 
structure which has been altered over time.  The structure now appears as two 
burial enclosures.  The northernmost enclosure has a door in the east wall and a 
flat slab covered in moss on the ground inside.  Some iron railings have been 
deposited inside.  Little plants grow from the walls. Inside are 20th century 
gravestones.  The south enclosure extends further west than the northern one and 
contains a chamfered doorway in the south wall and a plaque on the exterior which 
has a date of 16__?.  Inside are 20th century gravestones.   The exterior of the east 
wall of the southern enclosure houses two unreadable wall monuments.  To the 
immediate west, attached to the northern enclosure is an iron railed burial 
enclosure in poor condition.  To the outside of the west wall of the southern part 
there is a jumble of stones piled against it, some rubble and some slabs.                   
 
Boundary Walls:  Dry stone rubble with coping stones.  Mostly in good shape but 
bulging or missing stones in one or two areas.                                                             
 
Railings, Gates and Gateways:  The main metal gate in the east boundary wall is 
modern but with evidence of an earlier gate.                                              
 
Burial Enclosures:  There are quite a few burial enclosures within the site, with an 
impressive grouping of six, mostly joined together, at the north-west end of the 
burial ground.  They are made variously from stone walls and/or rusted iron 
railings of various spearheaded designs.  The railings tend to be very rusted, but 
are mostly intact.  Some of the stone work is in very bad shape.  The enclosure at 
the south-west end of the group has a sign on the gate: Danger – wall in bad 
repair.  The gate is modern.  The east wall is bulging and badly cracked.  The west 
wall also has a large crack.  Inside a memorial stone dated 24th June 1865 to Anne 
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Holme Banks and others. 
There are four low walled burial enclosures, not unusual in themselves, but 
unusual in their position outside the burial ground.  They are found joined on to the 
exterior of the west wall.  Two of them have modern metal railings probably 
replacing earlier iron ones. 
Built into and out of the north wall at the west end is a Mackenzie burial enclosure 
with a separate entrance from outside the boundary walls, (as also seen at 
Poolewe).  The gate and fence are modern. 
 

 
 

 
8. Ownership of Kirkyard: 
 
 
Highland Council                             Private                                  Other         
 
 
9. Risk:  Elements of the burial enclosures are in bad shape, including the stone 
walls and the iron railings.  Parts of the boundary wall are also close to collapse or 
are already missing stones.  Vegetation is growing out of the walls of the burial 
enclosures which may constructed from an earlier church.  There seem to be many 
modern railings and gates where there were once original iron ones.  Replacement 
of older features should be avoided where possible.  This is a site with many 
layers and should be understood more thoroughly. 
                                                                                   
 
                                                                                                      On BAR?     
 
10. Ancillary Issues: ACCESS:  There is a large car park adjacent to the site.  
There are public toilets within the car park.  There are no paths through the site 
and the ground is uneven although the grass is cut. 
INTERPRETATION:  There is no interpretation on site, although there are 
information boards nearby on the path to the beach (although not certain if they 
contain any information on the churchyard.)  The site would benefit from more 
interpretation. 
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