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Old Leanach Cottage, Culloden 
Inverness-shire       
 
Desk Based Assessment and Architectural Record 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
i. General 
 
An analytical survey was undertaken by Addyman Archaeology of the standing fabric of Old Leanach 
Cottage, a Category B listed structure on the Culloden battlefield site for the National Trust for Scotland 
(NTS).  The work was commissioned by Jill Harden, NTS Archaeologist (North).   
 
The survey was undertaken to generate a definitive as-existing record and analytical account of the 
building in advance of conservation work and to provide an informed basis upon which the conservation 
process itself should proceed.  Specific questions related to whether the building had been extant at the 
time of the battle of Culloden in 1746 and how the structure may have evolved in later years.  Evidence 
for the previous roof structure was also to be sought.  A further aim was to undertake wider comparative 
analysis, and in particular with King’s Stable Cottage, a building of similar character and parallel later 
structural history also on the historic Culloden Estate. 
 
This report follows on site recording work which took place between the 27-29 January 2009, undertaken 
by Tom Addyman, Amanda Gow and Kenneth Macfadyen.  This report presents the results of the on site 
recording work, along with an analytical and historical assessment of the site.    
 
ii. Setting 
 
The building currently known as Old Leanach is situated in the northeast corner of the battlefield site.  
Today the building stands as an isolated structure but in the past this area was well populated and the land 
divided into smallholdings - historic maps show a number of farmsteads in the close vicinity and the 
Statistical Accounts describe the parish of Croy and Dalcross as being composed largely of waste moor 
land with small pockets of individually cultivated land, with the majority of the population employed in 
agriculture. i 
 
The existing Old Leanach Cottage forms the surviving element of an early croft and steading complex 
and, along with King’s Stable Cottage (located at the southwest corner of the battlefield site - surveyed by 
Addyman and Kay Ltd in 1998ii), Old Leanach is one of the last survivors of a once common local 
structure type, where the structures were of a single storey and were thatched.    
 
iii. Summary 
 
The cottage at Old Leanach was likely constructed in the early 18th century, probably as part of wider 
improvements on Culloden estate.  The cottage has close parallels with King’s Stable Cottage, possibly 
also constructed as part of the improvement scheme.  Originally a T-plan structure, the cottage has seen 
several phases of modification and alteration over time - one of the first appears to have been in the early-

                                                 
i The Statistical Account of 1791-9, Volume 11 p560-4 
ii King’s Stable Cottage, Culloden, Inverness-shire : An Architectural record : Final Report : October 1999 
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mid 19th century (before 1867) and involved the construction of buttresses against the exterior north 
elevation and the insertion of a window between them.  Following several periods of occupation, which 
was sometimes intermittent, the form of the building appears to have been altered by the demolition of the 
western end of the structure in the mid-late 1860s, leaving an L-plan structure.  The building then appears 
to have been abandoned again shortly after this and fell into a ruinous state (late 1860s-1880s).  The 
cottage was then rebuilt and reoccupied in the early 1880s, possibly as part of Duncan Forbes’ work to 
memorialise the battle of Culloden.  
 
The last occupant of the cottage died in 1912 and following this the building fell into disrepair.  Work was 
undertaken by the Gaelic Society of Inverness and Thomas Munro Architects to repair the building in 
1924 – this work possibly involved the removal of original steeply pitched roof and replacement with a 
more shallowly pitched roof.  Several additional minor alterations were carried out in the 1940s-60s.  
Then in 1978 the NTS removed the 1920s roof structure and replaced it with a more steeply pitched roof 
(like the original).  However, this roof was of a different form to the original.  Minor alterations have been 
carried out up to the present day, including the installation of the existing interpretative scheme.   
 

 
 

Figure 1: Location map of Old Leanach Cottage, Culloden, Streetmap. 
 
2. Historical assessment 
 
Based on comparisons between the cottages at King’s Stable and Old Leanach, it appears that the two 
dwelling structures were constructed in a very similar fashion and followed the same plan.  In the 17th and 
18th century estate owners provided their tenants with the wood for their roof crucks whilst the tenant was 
responsible for the construction of the walls of their houses.  By the 1720s fir was being planted by estate 
owners to provide timber for their tenants at a more reasonable cost.  The Culloden Parks was just such a 
plantation, having the dual purpose of beautifying the Culloden estate and providing more affordable 
timber which the estate owner, John Forbes, could provide to the tenants. iii 
                                                 
iii Mackenzie, R. 1999 King’s Stable cottage – An Archival Survey, unpublished report; compare Noble 1984, 70.  
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It is possible that, in line with other improvements that the estate was carrying out at this time, further 
improvements involved the construction of several houses which were of a more sound construction than 
those which would be built if it was left primarily to the tenants.  This may explain why the cottages at 
Leanach and King’s Stable (and possibly others, although these are now no longer extant) were of such a 
similar plan and construction.   
 
Due to the similarity in the construction method and layout of the cottages at King’s Stable and Old 
Leanach, and the large interior space crated by the T-plan, it is possible that they were not constructed for 
common crofters but for estate officers.  This suggestion is supported by the fact that the grieve of the 
estate, William Rose, appears to have lived in King’s Stable Cottage at the time of the battle of Culloden, 
iv perhaps suggesting that it was built some time earlier for the purpose of housing an estate officer.  A 
collection of sources relating to the battle of Culloden, known as ‘The Lyon in Mouring’ suggests that it 
was from William Rose’s house that a group of wounded Jacobites were taken and executed.  From the 
description given of the house it appears that this was indeed King’s Stable Cottage, a fact which is also 
supported by the location of the building.         
 
i. Early 18th century to 1800 
 
The first available cartographic evidence for Old Leanach is Finlayson’s map of 1746.  This map appears 
to have been produced shortly after the battle of Culloden, as it depicts details of the opposing armies’ 
movements during the battle.  As the primary concern of this map was not the surrounding landscape and 
farmsteads, although these are depicted in some detail, no names are given.  However, it is possible to 
identify a small farmstead at about the site of the existing Old Leanach.  The farmstead shown is 
composed of three buildings aligned along the north side of a rectangular enclosure – the central structure 
is of an L-plan (the probable dwelling) whilst the outer two are of simple rectangular form 
(outbuildings/barns).  To the southeast of the farmstead, on the northern bank of the River Nairn, are 
cultivated fields.  However, it is likely that this map is considerably stylised and it cannot be used to give a 
detailed account of the structures on the site.   
 
General William Roy’s Great Map of 1747-55 shows several farmsteads in the vicinity of Old Leanach, 
namely Little Lionach, Er.[Easter] Urachill, Wr.[Western] Urachill, and Meikle Lionach.  This gives a 
good indication of the former farming landscape in which Old Leanach was once situated.  In this case, it 
seems likely that the farmstead of Little Lionach is in the same location as structure known as Old 
Leanach Cottage.  This map shows the farmstead at Little Lionach to be composed of three separate 
structures in a triangular cluster, the east and west ones of which have associated yards surrounding them 
on three sides.  However, Roy’s map generally showed only representations of what was located in a 
specific area and thus those buildings shown at Little Lionach are only likely to be indicative of what 
actually existed at the time.  
 
Rental ledgers of the Culloden Estate record the rental details of a number of the farmsteads on the estate 
and mention is made in these of ‘Little Lienich’.v  These records give an account of the rent paid in cash 
and crop at the farm of Little Lienich from 1796-1801.  The values remain fairly consistent over the time 
period 1796-1798 but in 1799 and 1800 the values increase, perhaps reflecting an increase in rent imposed 
on the occupants by the estate.  
 

                                                 
iv Mackenzie 1999 p2 
v National Archives of Scotland ref CS96/94 – Duncan of Forbes Rental ledgers, Barony of Culloden, 1796-1806 
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Figure 2: Finlayson, 1746, NMLS 
 Figure 3: Roy’s Military Survey 1747-52, NMLS 

 
A retrospective image of the Battle of Culloden (created in 1797) depicts the battlefield and the lines of 
troops with Culloden House in the background.  The small building depicted on the left of the picture is 
believed to be Leanach Cottage.  This image shows a cottage with a central hanging lum and a window in 
the eastern gable, a ruined outbuilding is also shown to the west.  Although it is possible that this image 
bears some semblance to reality (the ruined outbuilding is likely to be fairly accurate) it seems unlikely 
that the artist actually depicted exactly what was there at the time - the principal subject of the image was 
the battle itself rather than the dwellings that provided a backdrop - the projecting jamb on the south of the 
building, which is judged very likely to have been upstanding at the time, is not depicted.   

 
Figures 4 and 5: The Battle of Culloden April 16 1746, Lorrie Whittle, Fleet Street, London, 1797 

and detail of Leanach Cottage, in Culloden Visitor Centre 
 
ii. 1800-1900 
 
a. Early census records of occupation 
 
From census information vi it is known that in 1841 the building was inhabited by five people.  The head 
of the household was an Alexander Munro (age 50), farm labourer.  He lived in the house with his wife, 
Isobella Munro (age 55), Robina Mason (age 30) and her two children, Christina and John Mason.  It is 

                                                 
vi 1841 Census – online at www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk 
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possible that the Masons were related in some way to the older generation of Munros, possibly a daughter 
whose husband has died. 
 
b. Sources from the 1860s – evidence for intermittent occupation and abandonment 
 
On James Fraser’s 1867 mapvii the farmstead is depicted as ‘Old Leanach House’.  On this map the 
structure is shown as a T-plan building that is larger at the western end than it is today.  In addition, there 
is a small rectangular projection from the rear (north) side of the structure towards the western end 
(possibly none too accurately representing the buttresses that are still present today).  The site of the barn 
which is depicted to the west of the cottage and which is marked as being ‘burned over wounded 
Highlanders by order of the Duke of Cumberland’ is depicted just to the southwest of the cottage.  The OS 
Name Book states that the barn ‘has completely disappeared leaving no vestiges behind’viii.     
 

 
 

Figure 6: James Fraser’s map, in Anderson 1867 
 
A sketch exists of the building which was produced at approximately the same time as the map, though it 
is possible that the sketch was actually executed some time before actual publication.ix  It depicts 
the cottage of Leanach as a small T-plan structure with buttresses on the rear (north) wall and a turf 
eastern upper gable and thatched roof.  In this picture the ends of the buttresses are closely aligned with 
the eastern and western gables of the cottage, whereas today the north elevation extends significantly 
further eastwards than the eastern end of the east buttress (supporting the suggestion that the building was 
extended eastwards sometime after this).  Similarly today the western buttress extends further westwards 
than the existing west end of the north elevation (supporting the suggestion that an earlier western 
continuation of the main range was demolished sometime after the production of this picture).  It therefore 
seems likely that the structure shown in this view is indeed a T-plan structure, similar in form to King’s 
Stable Cottage, and before it was modified by the demolition of its western parts and extension to the east.   
 

                                                 
vii In Anderson, P. 1867 Guide to Culloden Moor, Edinburgh 
viii OS Name Book 1869 
ix Both appear in Anderson 1867 
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In addition, the roof structure that is represented is of a much steeper pitch than the roof that existed at a 
later date - but is consistent with the pitch of the original crucks that can still be seen within the (later) 
western wall of the cottage today.  This suggests that at this date the original roof structure was still in 
existence. 
 
This sketch also depicts what appears to be the north gable wall of a further N/S aligned structure to the 
immediate west of the cottage, which at this time is shown in a ruinous condition.  It seems probable that 
this ruin can be identified with the now much more reduced footings of a N/S aligned rectangular structure 
that can still be seen directly to the west of the cottage.  This structure does not appear to be depicted on 
Anderson’s 1867 plan of Old Leanach and it is therefore possible that an alternative scenario exists 
regarding the layout of the cottage; this roofless structure could be represented by the small rectangular 
projection from the rear (north) elevation.  However, the perspective from which the sketch is drawn 
makes it difficult to confirm this suggestion.    
 

 
 

Figure 7: Sketch of Old Leanach farmhouse, in Anderson 1867 
 
The depiction of the dwelling as ‘Old Leanach House’ suggests that the structure had been abandoned by 
that time.  The farm of Leanach located to the east of the cottage had not yet been established and it 
therefore seems unlikely that the name of Old Leanach was adopted in relation to a new property with the 
name of Leanach.  Certainly the view suggests that the roofing is in poor condition – the rafter ends 
appear to be visible at the ridge in places, and there are some possible tumbled stones at the wall foot. 
 
The possibility of abandonment also seems to be supported by the absence of entries for the dwelling in 
the 1851 and 1861 censuses.  However, the lack of census entries for 1851 and 1861 merely means that 
the building was not inhabited at the exact time the censuses were taken - it is possible that the building 
was inhabited intermittently over this time period, perhaps by different people on various occasions.  The 
name ‘Old Leanach’ may simply relate to a slightly longer period of abandonment some time before the 
production of Anderson’s 1867 guidebook.  
 
The possibility that the building was inhabited intermittently for short periods of time is supported by 
several further observations.  Firstly, the fact that the thatch roof and turf gable, although becoming 
dilapidated, were still relatively intact in the 1867 image suggesting that the building had been maintained 
in some way until relatively recently.  In addition, the poor state of the outbuilding next to the cottage 
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suggests that people inhabiting the building were not there for a sufficient amount of time to be concerned 
with investing energy in its maintenance, and may not have been farming the associated lands.         
 
Intermittent occupation at the building is also suggested by information found in the 1861 census.  In this 
census there are two people (Angus MacDonald, age 11, born approximately 1850 and Janet McDonald, 
age 14, born approximately 1847) who are recorded as being born at Leanach, Inverness-shire.  This 
suggests that there may have been a family living at Leanach Cottage in the late 1840s-c1850 but that they 
had vacated the cottage by the time of the census in 1851.  
 
c. Reduction of the western parts of the cottage (?mid—late 1860s) 
 
Intermittent occupation of the cottage is perhaps also suggested by comparison between the differing form 
of the building as depicted on the 1867 map and sketch, and on the 1st Edition OS map of 1870.  On the 
former the building is shown as a T-plan whereas in 1870 it appears as an unroofed L-plan structure with a 
short section of walling extending from its southern side (no other evidence for this walling was found 
during the site inspection, and comparison with the 2nd Edition OS map would seem to suggest that it had 
been depicted in the wrong position).   
 
The form of the building therefore varies between the two maps, suggesting that reduction of the building 
occurred in the mid-late 1860s.  Unfortunately, as the censuses were taken at an interval period of every 
10 years (1861, 1871 etc) - there is no census information relating to precisely the few years in question.   
 
The alterations that were undertaken to the building during this phase may have been the result of an 
attempt to make the building more habitable after it had been abandoned for a significant period of time 
(perhaps the longer abandonment phase which attracted the name of ‘Old Leanach’).   
 
The western end of the T-plan structure thus appears to have been demolished at about this time.  The 
demolition likely necessitated the construction of a new western gable wall, which may be the same as the 
existing walling, this constructed wholly of stone rather than partly in turf.  It is also possible that this 
gable wall was constructed along the lines of an early interior partition wall (see section 4.ii for further 
discussion).   
 
The construction of this gable in differing material than previously (it seems possible that the upper 
section of the previous gable was constructed from turf) could be due to a number of factors.  It is possible 
that the choice of material for this gable was influenced by weather conditions – the relative exposure of 
the western end of the building may have justified rebuilding the gable purely in stone in order to make it 
more weather tight.  It seems likely that the stone from the previous gable and the adjacent demolished 
walls were reused to construct this full height stone gable.  This gable may also have been rebuilt in stone 
as this was where the hearth was located – images from approximately 1900 and evidence from the 
interior of the building suggest that there was formerly a hanging lum in this location.   
 
It seems likely that the building remained uninhabited for a substantial period of time - it is certainly 
uninhabited at the time of the 1881 census. 
 
It is possible that another scenario exits in relation to alterations to the building (see Appendix A for a plan 
of the building).  It is suggested that in the first instance, the building may have been extended outwards in 
equal amounts to both the east and west at the same time.  Shortly after this, the whole of the west end 
may have been demolished and the current western gable constructed.  There are two small granite 
boulders to the west of the cottage in line with the north wall, which may be the remains of this western 
extension of the building.        
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d. Reconstruction and reoccupation 
 
Sometime between 1881 and 1891 the building was again inhabited (the cottage is recorded as uninhabited 
at the 1881 census, taken on 3rd April 1881).  Although it is not clear exactly when this occurred, it seems 
likely that the cottage at Old Leanach was rebuilt as part of the works carried out by Duncan Forbes of 
Culloden in relation to the construction of the present memorials at Culloden battlefield.  This work was 
carried out in 1880/1 and involved the building of the cairn, the placing of the grave markers and probable 
repair works at King’s Stables Cottage.  It seems likely that, as Old Leanach was closely associated with 
the battlefield, that repair works would also have been carried out here.x  In addition, as the cottage formed 
part of the property of the estate, it is more than likely the case that the estate owner would have been 
involved in its repair and reoccupation.   
 
The 1891 census lists four people as living at ‘Old Leanach Labourers Cottage’, namely Bella Mcdonald 
(age 56), the head of the household who worked as an outdoor worker; her sister Christina Mcdonald (age 
40), who worked as a domestic servant; and two children, Anne Cameron (14) and Thomas Brooksbanks 
(10), the grandchildren of Bella Mcdonald.   
 

 
 

Figure 8: 1891 census entry for Old Leanach, 
from Scotland’s People online xi 

 
This reoccupation of the building evidently necessitated some considerable rebuilding, possibly 
undertaken as part of the wider works at Culloden Battlefield by Duncan Forbes in 1880/1.  The 
archaeological evidence, examined in further detail in section 4, is fairly unequivocal that the structure 
was expanded eastwards – the 1867 sketch, which shows the pre-existing gable end, also strongly suggests 
this.  Interestingly the new eastern gable was built in the same fashion as the one it replaced, that is with a 
gable of turf construction. 

                                                 
x Masson and Harden forthcoming Drumossie Moor p3-4 
xi www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk 
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It is possible that rebuilding occurred in more than one episode.  A photograph from about 1900 (possibly 
slightly earlier) shows the building shortly after it has been rebuilt – the person in the photo is likely to be 
Bella Mcdonald.  This photograph shows the building much as it stands today and some of the sections 
which have been rebuilt are clearly apparent by the freshness of the mortar, evidence that possibly also 
suggests the E gable had not been so recently rebuilt (though this might be accounted for by different 
exposure to weathering. 
 
The 2nd Edition OS map (1906) appears to show the building much as it is on the 1st Edition (even though 
it had almost certainly been extended eastwards by this time) but it also shows an enclosure around the 
building and photographs of the building from this time clearly show this as a wooden fence. 
 

       
 

Figure 9 and 10: 1st edition OS map, Inverness sheet xiii, 1870, NMLS 
and 2nd edition OS map, Nairn sheet 84, 1906, NMLS 

 

 
 

Figure 11: Photograph from approximately 1900 of Old Leanach Cottage,  
Highland Libraries Postcard Collection xii 

                                                 
xii www.ambaile.org.uk/en  
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3. The 20th century 
 
i. 1912 -1944, The Gaelic Society of Inverness 
 
Bella Macdonald continued to live in the cottage and the next census (1901) records her living here with a 
different group of people than before and she is no longer described as the head of the household.  In this 
census she is described as ‘living on her own means’.  Also living at the cottage are Duncan MacKay (39), 
head of the household, clothier; his wife Isabella Mackay (36), and their children Duncan (5), Ella (9), 
John (11), Nellie (7).     
 
When Bella Macdonald died in 1912, the building presumably went out of use and fell into a poor state of 
repair once again.  The Gaelic Society of Inverness was the body responsible for the renewal of interest in 
the structure.  The Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness for 1922-4 record that at a special 
meeting in 1922 the Secretary stated that he had been requested by one of the members to bring to the 
attention of the Society that the Cairn and other memorials on Culloden battlefield were in a very poor 
condition.  With a view to taking action on the matter a special committee was appointed to visit the 
battlefield and report to a future meeting. xiii 
 
This committee later reported that the memorials were in a poor state and that immediate action should be 
taken to restore them, with the approval of the Culloden Estate Trustees. Following approval an appeal for 
funds was to be issued to the members of the society and others. xiv  By May 1923 £100 had been raised 
for the Culloden Memorials Fund and the Society had received the consent of the Culloden Estate 
Trustees – following this a Sub-Committee was empowered to proceed with the work of ‘repair and 
restoration’. xv  
 
Further appeals resulted in more donations, with the amount in the Fund at the start of 1925 amounting to 
£550.  £300 of this money had been spent the previous summer (1924) on repair works on the Memorials.  
The remaining money was to be invested in the future upkeep and repair of the structures. xvi   
 
The architect appointed to carry out the work at the memorials on the battlefield, including King’s Stable 
Cottage and Old Leanach, was Thomas Munro (of Thomas Munro & Co. – this architects practice is still 
located in the same businesses premises as it was at this time and is headed by Colin Munro, Thomas 
Munro’s grandson).  Correspondence in the architect’s archive gives an insight into the work at the 
cottages at this time (although more detail exists in relation to the work at King’s Stable Cottage than Old 
Leanach).  Unfortunately, no drawings are mentioned in the letters which suggests that none were 
produced - correspondence from this company to other clients tends to mention the drawings if they were 
produced. 
 
It appears that the repair works were carried out at King’s Stable Cottage before those at Old Leanach – 
letters dating to August and September 1923 (between the main contractor and the architect firm) discuss 
the start of the work at King’s Stable Cottage.  These letters suggest that, initially, the main contractor 
wished to use the stones from Old Leanach for the repair of King’s Stable Cottage.   However, it appears 
that Secretary of the Gaelic Society (Mr Nicolson) confused the more modern building at Leanach farm 
for the intended Old Leanach and felt that the stones there were too modern in character and did not want 

                                                 
xiii Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness vol. xxxi (1922-4) p31 
xiv Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness vol. xxxi (1922-4) p68 
xv Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness vol. xxxi (1922-4) p326-7 
xvi Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness vol. xxxii (1924-5) p174 
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them to be used.  It was therefore suggested that stones from field dykes be used for rebuilding at King 
Stable instead. xvii    
 
The repair works at King’s Stable Cottage continued until May 1924 and at this time letters were 
dispatched to various contractors asking them to tender for the repair works at Old Leanach Cottage – 
these letters mention a Specification for the work but unfortunately this could not be located at the present 
time.  Mention is made in one letter about including a chimney at Old Leanach ‘as was done in King’s’ 
Stable, but not a fireplace meantime as this would be an after consideration’.xviii  The contractor appointed 
for the work was David MacDonald of Balloch, who tendered a sum of £50 ‘for the mason, carpenter and 
thatcher work of repairing and partly renewing Leanach cottage’. xix  It is mentioned in the letter that the 
GSI Committee were anxious for the work to be completed by the end of June, but were willing to extend 
this to the end of July if necessary.  The work did indeed continue to the end of July and it appears that the 
windows were the last component to be installed – these were to be provided by Donald Fraser, Estate 
Carpenter.  The letter concerning the windows xx  suggests that the windows at Old Leanach were slightly 
smaller than those at King’s Stable and that they should therefore be put into four panes instead of smaller 
ones as was done at King’s Stable Cottage.   
 
Although no details could be uncovered at the present time as to the nature of the work carried out at Old 
Leanach as a part of this 1924 episode of repairs, some of the repair work can be speculated at by 
comparison between photographs of the cottage in approximately 1900 when it was still inhabited and 
images from the 1920s, presumably taken not long after the Society had undertaken their work. 
 
These images from the 1920s show the building to have a roof of a much shallower pitch than that seen in 
the 1900s images.  It therefore seems likely that the Society were responsible for the removal of the 
original steeply pitched roof structure, presumably as it was in too poor a state to repair.  This work 
involved cutting down the upper section of the original cruck blades embedded in the western gable wall, 
in order to accommodate the shallow roof pitch – work that also involved the lowering of the wall head of 
the western gable. 
 
It may have been at this time that the small (wooden?) stack for a hanging lum that can be seen in the 
1900s images was removed, as photographs from the 1950s show a much larger stone built chimney 
slightly set back from the gable wall.  The building also appears to have been re-pointed with lime at this 
time.  
 
The Gaelic Society continued to care for the monuments on the battlefield but there was not enough 
money in the Memorials fund to appoint a full time caretakerxxi and as a result the Society sometimes 
found it difficult to keep the area free of litter and graffiti. xxii 
 
Correspondence from 1935 between the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments and the Gaelic Society of 
Inverness give an indication of the condition of the building at that time. xxiii  A letter (dated 16th June 
1935) from the Gaelic Society indicates that they spent a ‘considerable sum’ on Leanach in November 
1933 and that they thought the building was ‘alright for some time’.  However, at the annual meeting of 
the Society at the start of 1934, it is noted that there is a lack of money available for the care of the 

                                                 
xvii Thomas Munro correspondence, practice archives – p406-7 
xviii Thomas Munro correspondence, practice archives  – p998 
xix Thomas Munro correspondence, practice archives – letter dated 16/5/1924 
xx Thomas Munro correspondence, practice archives – letter dated 28/7/1924 
xxi Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness vol. xxxvi (1931-3) p6 
xxii Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness vol. xxxvi (1931-3) p411 
xxiii National Archives of Scotland ref MW1/1043 – Repairs to Old Leanach House 
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monuments on the battlefield, including ‘the old cottages of Leanach and King’s Stable’ and that this is 
problematic as in this year ‘repairs have to be executed’. xxiv  Unfortunately, no record as to the nature of 
work carried out in 1933 or 1934 could be found at this time.   
 
However, despite these repairs (if in fact they did go ahead), the building obviously continued to suffer 
from problems, as a letter from the Inspectorate in May 1935 describes the windows as broken and forced 
open and the thatch as having scaled off the northern side of the roof.  There is also graffiti on the door 
and window frames.  In response, The Gaelic Society notes that they intend to carry out additional work to 
repair the roof in the autumn, which is ‘the proper time to cut the turf for roofing and the broom for 
thatching’. xxv 
 
The building was scheduled in 1936 xxvi (it was later de-scheduled in 2003) and appears to have been 
continued to be cared for by the Gaelic Society throughout the 1930s and possibly into the 1940s.  
 

 
 

 
 

Figures 12 and 13: Images from the 1920s, possibly showing Old Leanach not long after the repairs were 
undertaken by the Gaelic Society, RCAHMS, M.E.M Donaldson collection 

                                                 
xxiv Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness vol. xxxvii (1934-6) p58 
xxv National Archives of Scotland ref MW1/1043 – Repairs to Old Leanach House 
xxvi Ancient Monuments Cases File, National Archives of Scotland ref DD27/3202 
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ii. 1944-1960 
 
In 1944 the National Trust for Scotland was presented the cottage at Old Leanach by Hector Forbes.  
Following the transfer repairs were undertaken on the building in the later 1940s.  In 1950, repairs were 
undertaken on the roof.  Indeed, photographs from the 1950s show the building in a good state of repair 
and surrounded by a fence.  
 

   
 

Figures 14 and 15: Images of Leanach Cottage in the 1950s,  
part of the Alasdair Alpin MacGregor Collection, SCRAN 

 
iii. The 1960s 
 
Restoration works were undertaken on the building in 1960, by Alex Cullen, Chartered Architect of 
Inverness in association with Rowand Anderson, Kininmouth & Paul Charted Architects, in preparation 
for the building opening as a visitor centre in 1961.  These works include a set of architects’ drawings and 
photographs of the works (see Appendix D). 
 
As part of this restoration work the roof structure was repaired - the new structure had rafters constructed 
from half inch hardboard with aluminium foil backing.  Two horizontal boards which were previously 
affixed to the original crucks at the western end of the building were also removed at this time.    
 
Other work to the building at this time included the joints of the stonework being raked back and pointed 
with Arden lime mortar.  The floor level in the interior of the structure was also lowered and then built up 
with four inch thick concrete overlaid by Caithness slabs of two inch thickness.  The teak window 
casements were also installed at this time, as was the teak door.  The flag path surrounding the building 
was also laid at this time.      
 
The architects plans for this phase of work also show the intention to create a fireplace opening in the 
centre of the western wall and for a hearth stone which would sit two inches above the level of the 
Caithness slab floor which was to be laid.  However, it appears that this opening was never created and 
instead a hearth was positioned against the wall rather than a fireplace being inserted into it.   
 
A further re-thatching of the cottage was undertaken in 1964 and then in 1968 the roof was re-thatched 
again and the walls were coated in masonry paint.  The thatched roof was weighed down with reused 
fishing nets held with stone weights which were removed during the re-roofing work in 1978.   
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A small scale survey was carried out of the building in 1969 by Edward Meldrum, Chartered Architect 
(see Appendix E).  The drawings are labelled ‘Cottage of Cruck construction, typical of eighteenth century 
cottages of the Drumossie and Culloden districts’.  These drawings show the building as it was at the time 
and are labelled with the various features of the building and roof construction.   
 

 
  

Figure 16: Image of the 1960s works being carried out,  
Highland News, supplied by NTS 

iv. 1970 to present 
 
In 1970 the cottage became the Culloden Battlefield Museum.  Later that same decade a project was set 
underway to again re-roof the building, this time with a steeper pitch than the previous construction (the 
1920 works), to be more in line with the pitch suggested by the original crucks visible in the western wall. 
 
A set of National Trust for Scotland drawings dated to July 1976 show the proposed new roof plans for the 
work that was to be undertaken.  A second set of NTS drawings from 1977-8 show further proposals for 
the reproofing of the building, with a greater amount of detail relating to the actual construction of the 
roof.   A final set of drawings (which are undated but are presumably of the same phase of work and thus 
likely to date to between 1976-8) are of a survey undertaken in advance of the construction works.  These 
include an elevation drawing of the southern elevation and mark the possible existence of an original door 
in the southern jamb.  It is possible that the indication of a doorway in this location was part of a 
presumption that this jamb may have originally formed a porch area, rather than actual observations at the 
time of the survey – no indication of this doorway could be seen at the time of the current (2009) survey.  
A plan from this set of drawings also indicates that there is a blocked opening in the northern end of the 
eastern wall which would be visible from the interior but not the exterior.  However, no indication of this 
could be seen at the time of the present survey.   
 
A set of photographs in the Trust archives follows the 1978 re-roofing works at Old Leanach and these 
show the various stages of the roof construction, along with the roof structure before and during its 
removal.  In these images at least two previous phases of roof construction are visible – the original 
steeper pitched crucks can be seen at the western end of the building incorporated into later western wall, 
and a later shallower pitched cruck frame that likely relates to the work of the Gaelic Society in the 1920s.  
It is clear that the tops of the earlier, steeper pitched cruck frame had already been cut down to the current 
height, in order to accommodate the lower pitched roof. 
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During these re-roofing works the chimney on the western gable was removed in order to allow for the 
construction of the new roof structure which was on a steeper pitch.  The chimney which was removed 
was not the original, this having been constructed sometime between 1920 and 1950.  Due to the steeper 
pitch of the roof the height of the western gable needed to be raised in height and this was done by 
building up the apex of the gable with turf.  The fireplace which was added to the west wall as part of the 
1960s phase of works appears also to have been removed at this time.  
 
In 1984 the interior of the cottage was fitted out as a romanticised reconstruction of what it might have 
looked like in the 18th or 19th century.  However, with the opening of the new visitor centre in 2007 the 
cottage has since been closed to the public, except for living history productions. 
 
A further rethatching of the roof was undertaken in 1987.  
 

   
 
Figures 17 and 18: Images of the 1970s NTS work, revealing the roof structure constructed by the Gaelic 

Society, supplied by NTS 
 
4. Building description and assessment 
 
The cottage at Leanach is orientated approximately NE-SW, but for ease shall be described as if on an E-
W alignment, with the principal gables being to the E and W.  The structure is primarily of rubble 
construction, usually of large rounded field stones and smaller boulders; there is some apparent dressing 
of the quoin stones and stones at the window margins (particular to the later parts of the structure).  
 
At present the building is of L-plan form, although this has varied considerably over the life of the 
building and it seems possible that the building began as a T-plan structure almost identical in form to that 
of King’s Stable Cottage and of similar construction date.  The roof structure is primarily modern having 
been replaced in the late 1970s, but there survives the remains of a solitary original cruck frame embedded 
in the western gable wall.  There are multiple thatch stays formed from iron loop fixing points bedded into 
the upper walling on each of the external elevations – these are now redundant.  The flag path surrounding 
the building was laid during the 1960 phase of work.      
  
As described in the preceding sections the building was considerably altered on several occasions; this has 
to some extent obliterated or otherwise obscured the evidence for the original construction.  With regard to 
a construction date for the cottage, it appears that it may well relate to early improvements on the 
Culloden estate in the first half of the 18th century, which involved the planting of plantations to beautify 
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the estate and provide cheaper timber with which the estate owner could provide the tenants for the 
construction of their roofs.  These improvements may also have involved the construction of several 
dwelling structures for the tenants, which were constructed on a regular layout (T-plan) and of a sounder 
construction than if the tenants themselves built them.      
 
i. Exterior elevations 
 
a. Southern elevation 
 
The southern (entrance) elevation appears to contain some early in situ masonry - on the south jamb the 
footing course 049 and the lower section of the wall 050 and much of the quoining on the eastern side and 
parts of the quoining at the western side all appear to be original.  However, the rest of the walls on this 
elevation appear to have been rebuilt at various stages. 
 
The wall of the principal range shows a number of construction episodes.  The wall to the east of the 
doorway is composed of two phases of building – the lower, projecting footing course 048 and larger 
lower stonework 040 appear to relate to the extension of the building eastwards, which seems to have 
occurred in the late 1860s and is therefore likely to be contemporary with the east gable 023.  By looking 
at the images of the structure from approximately 1900, it can be seen that the upper section of the eastern 
end of the principal range has been rebuilt fairly recently.  This would suggest that this range was rebuilt 
as part of the rebuilding works undertaken in the late 1880s/early 1890s, when the Mcdonald family 
moved into the building.   
 
There is a piece of historic graffiti  047 which reads ‘WILLIAM’ on the section of walling which was 
rebuilt in the 1880s/1890s, possibly relating to the rebuilding of the cottage at this time. 
 
The window opening 026 to the east of the doorway was likely created at the same time as the building 
was extended eastwards (approximately the late 1860s), as prior to this the south (and north) elevations 
did not extend eastwards far enough to accommodate a window in this location.  There has been 
considerable modern rebuilding 027 of the masonry around this window and the masonry is cement 
bedded.  Most of the exterior area of the window has been rebuilt.  The window 026 which is present 
today was inserted as part of the 1960s works.      
 
The entranceway 006 is positioned off centre to the west in the principal range – this is likely to be the 
original location as its location is comparable with the position of the doorway at King’s Stable Cottage.  
In addition there are possible in situ early threshold stones 007 within the entranceway – they are tied 
beneath the masonry of the door jambs and are fairly worn.  However, the outer two stones 008 appear to 
be a secondary insertion and are cement embedded.   
 
It appears that the stonework around the doorway may have been rebuilt as part of the construction work 
carried out in the 1880s/early 1890s.  The door 009 was inserted as part of the 1960 works, this has an iron 
latch with ornate escutcheon plates and applied false strap hinges on the exterior side of the door. 
 
The window opening 044 to the west of the door is a later insertion.  Although it is unclear when it was 
inserted, it is certainly evident in a photograph of the cottage taken in approximately 1900.  The teak 
window 046 was inserted as part of the 1960s restoration work.  Relating to the insertion of this window 
the stonework to the west of the doorway appears to have been largely rebuilt and blocking of the loop 
040 was also likely associated with the insertion of this window.  Later repair works 045 in this area 
included the rebuilding of the east jamb of the window and the wall head etc were bedded and general re-
pointing in cement. 
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The loop 041 at the re-entrant angle of the principal wall and south jamb is also possibly an original 
defensive feature, with a comparable example visible at King’s Stable Cottage.  The loop overlooks the 
entrance way and the bulge of the east wall of the south jamb allowed this to be hidden from view from 
those approaching the cottage.  However, it is possible that this loop has been partially rebuilt, likely at the 
same time that the window opening 044 was created or when it was modified.   
 
With regards to the loops at both King’s Stable Cottage and Old Leanach Cottage, there is some 
discussion regarding their function – it is suggested that they are defensive in nature, but only at a low 
level, in the form of precautionary security.  The loop permitted a view over the entrance area and allowed 
for the possibility of firing a weapon out at unwelcome guests.  The loops appear to have been deliberately 
partly concealed by the bulge in the east wall of jamb which is present at both King’s Stable Cottage and 
Old Leanach Cottage and the apparent 40 degree field of vision appears to have been deliberately 
designed to allow fire neatly along the entrance wall face and a fair arc of coverage over the entrance area. 
 
Also of consideration is whether a ‘defensive feature’ of this nature is likely in such relatively vernacular 
architecture and at such a date.  It is possible that in Inverness-shire at this time (i.e. the early 18th century) 
there was a general low level threat posed by itinerant people - referred to variously in contemporary 
documents of the 16th - 18th centuries as 'Egyptians' (i.e. gypsies), 'Tinkers', 'Irish'.  Other itinerants 
consisted of those who had been subject to 'ban' by the barony courts - expulsion from the barony; this 
was apparently extremely common.  Even through the 18th and into the 19th century Scotland in 
particular had a reputation for large numbers of such people wandering the countryside and living at 
temporary encampments.  It is these conditions which may account for the very late survival of defensive 
(tower house) architecture in Scotland. xxvii  
   
Another observation relating to this discussion is that, in structures ranging from tower-houses to more 
minor dwellings, there are many instances well into the later 17th century of houses having semi-
defensive features located at the re-entrant angle of a building at ground floor level immediately adjacent 
to the principal entrance. 
 

   
 

Plates 1 and 2: South elevation of Old Leanach 
and loop in re-entrant angle, AA. 

 

                                                 
xxvii Marc Ellington pers. comm 
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On the south jamb the footing course 049 and the lower section of the wall 050 and much of the quoining 
on the eastern side and parts of the quoining at the western side all appear to be original.  However, some 
of the upper walling appears to have been rebuilt.  The fact that rebuilding is not apparent in the 
photograph dating to approximately 1900 suggests that it was carried out a substantial amount of time 
before this.  This rebuilding likely relates to an earlier rebuilding phase, likely predating the late 1860s 
rebuilding works, as in the 1867 sketch of the range it appears to be upstanding and roofed and it therefore 
seems unlikely that it would need to be rebuilt.  
 
The small window opening 051 in the centre of the jamb appears to have been modified on several 
occasions.  In photos dating from approximately 1900 a larger window opening, which is at this stage 
blocked, can be made out.  This larger window may be contemporary with the rebuilding of the section of 
walling in which it is located – comparisons with King’s Stable suggest that, if there was a window 
opening in this location which preceded this one, it was likely to have been smaller in size.  This larger 
window appears to have been later blocked (as is apparent in the 1900s images).  The window is still 
blocked in the 1920s images but by 1950 a smaller window opening (the same size as that which is present 
today) has been inserted in the centre of the larger blocked opening.  The insertion of this window opening 
may therefore relate to the 1940s or 1950s works which were carried out on the building.        
 
Modern repairs 053 have been undertaken on the upper section of the south jamb wall which include 
substantial rebuilding of the gablehead, the 051 window head, upper walling at angles and cement 
repointing and repacking generally.  It is unclear which stage of works this work was a part of but it likely 
post dates the insertion of the small window opening in the 1940s/50s. 
    
b. Eastern elevation 
 
The eastern elevation is likely to be secondary to the original structure, the building possibly having been 
extended to the east in the early 1880s.  The lower random rubble masonry of the east wall 023 is 
relatively neatly executed - it is of small granite boulders and fieldstones with angular stones, often 
laddered, as pinnings and with longer quoin stones. This lower walling is likely to belong to this extension 
phase and is likely contemporary with the easternmost ends of the north and south elevations (which run 
for approximately 1.5m from the angles). 
 
The upper courses of the masonry and the upper quoining at the angles have been rebuilt and rebedded in 
cement 024 (there is also cement pointing of the masonry generally.  This rebuilding possibly relates to 
the 1920s Gaelic Society work, repairing the building after it had been abandoned for some time, although 
it could quite easily relate to a later stage of repair works.   
 
The turf gable 025, which is composed of approximately 30 courses of turf is in poor condition at present.  
The apex has begun to collapse and is partly held up by chicken wire.  This gable wall was likely rebuilt in 
the late 1860s and the upper part was likely constructed from turf at this time.  After the abandonment of 
the building in the latter part of the 19th century it is likely that the turfs on the gable needed to be replaced 
when the building was again occupied in the late 19th century.  Certainly, the turf in the images from 
approximately 1900 looks is good condition.  This turf gable was likely replaced in the 1920s, when the 
Gaelic Society carried out work on the building as the roof was rebuilt on a shallower pitch. The turf was 
again replaced in during the 1978 NTS re-roofing works, which involved rebuilding the roof on a steeper 
pitch than previously, as photographs from these works show the eastern gable without the turf upper 
section.  
 
The eastern wall of the jamb 042 is likely to be composed from early masonry, as it the projecting footing 
course 049.  
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Figure 19: 1978 re-roofing works, showing removal of east turf gable, NTS 
Plate 3: as it stands at present (2009), AA. 

 
c. Northern elevation 
 
The current northern elevation has been modified from what was originally present.  The early fabric is 
composed of the projecting footing course 032 and rubble masonry 033 - large rounded granite field 
stones and smaller boulders.  This early masonry is mostly obscured by the substantial stone built 
buttresses 030 and 031.  The upper parts of the walling have been repaired 034 and partly rebuilt, with the 
masonry bedded in cement (this relates to the rebuilding 036 of the upper parts of the window).   
 
These buttresses are likely not to be original to the original building, but were constructed against the 
north wall sometime later to support the collapsing wall fabric (phase 2).  This suggestion is supported by 
the fact that (on the interior) the north elevation is significantly thinner than the other elevations, possibly 
having collapsed inwards at some stage.  These buttresses were then possibly constructed to support the 
unstable wall.  It is possible that the buttresses were constructed during one of the intermittent occupation 
phases, after the building had been abandoned for a period of time and had become partially ruinous.  
They were certainly constructed by the time of the production of Andersons 1867 guidebook and it 
therefore seems possible that they were constructed during the mid 19th century phase of intermittent 
occupation.   
 
The fact that these buttresses are secondary to the original structure is also supported by the fact that they 
respect the location of window opening 035, which is offset to the west.  This window opening is itself a 
secondary insertion in the early fabric 033 - there is no comparable example at King’s Stable Cottage.  It 
seems likely that the buttresses and the window opening are contemporary.  The upper parts of the 
window opening have been rebuilt 036 and the stones bedded in cement.  The window 037 within opening 
035 is of teak and was installed as part of the 1960s works.  However, photographs from approximately 
1900-1910 give an indication of the appearance of the earlier window.   
 
Although the buttresses are secondary they certainly predate the modification of the cottage by its 
reduction at the west and the extension to the east.  This can be seen by the fact that the western buttress 
extends past the west gable and the eastern buttress stops short of the east gable - in Anderson’s 1867 
guidebook the two buttresses terminate approximately in line with the gables.  The eastern buttress 
terminates approximately 1.5m in from the current eastern gable, suggesting that this was the location of 
the former eastern gable; the easternmost 1.5m of the north and south elevations and the east gable are 
therefore secondary.    
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Plate 4: North elevation of Old Leanach, AA 
 

d. Western elevation 
 

The current western elevation displays evidence of several phases of construction.  The masonry at the 
southern end of the elevation (the western wall of the jamb) 056 and the projecting footing course 049 of 
small boulders and larger fieldstones are likely to be early.  At the junction of the west wall of the jamb 
056 and the west gable wall 058 there is a change in angle, providing evidence for the line of an early wall 
line 061.  This wall line extended westwards in line with the principal south elevation, providing evidence 
for the former existence of a western range which was demolished.  The west wall of the jamb shows 
evidence of modern repairs – the upper wall has been bedded in cement and there is also general re-
pointing of the masonry in cement.    
 
The current west gable wall 058 is secondary to the original structure, having been built when the building 
was reduced in size at the western end.  This gable is of more regular rubble construction than is evident 
elsewhere and is constructed of small and medium granite slabs and smaller field stones, the latter 
sometimes chipped at the face.  This masonry is clay bedded but has modern recessed re-pointing in 
cement 059. 
 
At present the gable top 060 is constructed from turf.  This is a modern addition to the building.  When the 
gable was constructed in the mid 19th century the pitch of the roof was much steeper than today and thus 
the gable-head would have been higher.  As previously discussed (see section 2.ii) it seems likely that at 
the time of construction this gable was constructed purely from stone.  However, the 1920s phase of work 
carried out by the Gaelic Society involved the lowering of the roof pitch and thus the height of the gable 
would have need to have been lowered.  However, in the 1978 NTS re-roofing works the roof was rebuilt 
on a steeper pitch than previously and as such the upper part of the gable needed to be rebuilt – this was 
done in turf.   
 
Historically, the gable was surmounted by a stack for a hanging lum (possibly part of the reason for this 
gable being constructed from stone was due to the fact that a fireplace was constructed against this wall).  
This hanging lum/chimney was modified on several occasions but is no longer present.   Images from 
approximately 1900 show a small, possibly wooden, stack at the western gable, possibly relating to an 
early hanging lum on the interior of the building.  This hanging lum is still visible in photographs of the 
site taken in the 1920s, apparently after the Gaelic Society had undertaken restoration work at the building 
(it is possible that the chimney mentioned in the correspondence relating to the work at the cottage was 
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never constructed).  However, by the 1950s a larger, apparently stone built chimney is visible.  It is 
possible that this was constructed as part of the repairs to the roof undertaken in the 1950s.  The chimney 
was again modified – this stone built chimney was removed, possibly as part of the 1960 repairs to the 
roof, as it is not visible in images of the building from 1960/4.  However, the chimney appears to have 
been rebuilt not long after this, as a stone built chimney which surmounts the gablehead is visible in 
images from 1968-70.  This chimney was later removed during 1978 re-roofing works - it is still visible in 
the 1978 NTS photographs prior to the re-roofing of the building but has been removed by the end of the 
construction works due to the western gable being modified by the addition of a turf gablehead.   
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

Figures 20-25: evolution of the west gable and hanging lum – images from approx 1900, 1920, 1950, 
1960/4, 1968-70, 1978.  

 

 
 

Plate 5: west gable of Old Leanach Cottage in 2009, AA  
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Further evidence of the former range at the west end of the building exists in the form of wall remains 
002, at the western end of the original north wall 033.  These wall remains are integrated into the early 
north wall but extend outwards past the line of the current west gable.  The wall footings 003 run west 
from the west side of the walling 002 for approximately 2.5-3m, before running into the probable building 
platform 004, at the north-west corner of the latter.  This building platform is located at the west and south 
and is aligned north-south, measuring approximately 4x11m.  The southwest corner of the building 
platform is cut by the later track.  This evidence provides support for the suggestion that the cottage was 
first extended equally to the east and west, before the western range was demolished.  
 

 
 

Plate 6: View of the cottage with the probable building platform to the west, AA 
 

ii. Interior 
 
The current floor on the interior of the building is composed of irregularly laid dark grey schist slabs 001, 
some of which appear to be salvaged/reused.  These slabs were laid during the 1960 work at the cottage, at 
this time the floor level was reduced and then built up with 4 inch thick concrete overlaid by Caithness 
slabs of 2 inch thickness.  The walls of the interior are covered in whitewash 022, which was first applied 
in 1968.  The walls have also generally been re-pointed in cement 021.   
 
Positioned centrally at the western end of the building is the raised hearth area 063, which is formed of 
cemented irregular slabs, at least one of which has been reused.  A fireplace opening was intended to be 
inserted in the centre of the west gable wall in 1960, but it appears that this was never carried out and a 
fireplace was positioned against the wall instead.  The hearth stone may relate to this period of work, but 
the stone may have been reused from elsewhere.  It seems likely that the original hearth was located in this 
position and was vented by a hanging lum (as is suggested by the wooden stack visible in photographs 
dated to the 1900s).  The current hanging lum 064 located in this position is modern and is built on 
machine sawn unpainted framing but sheathed in reused pine boarding, apparently from an internal wall.  
Internally, lime wash silhouettes point to where the boards were affixed to stands.  There is early 
limewash on both sides of the boards and one later coat of white paint externally.         

The whitewash on the interior walls obscures much of the stonework detail and the replica box bed in the 
south jamb also hinders access somewhat.  However, there were some indications on the interior about the 
evolution of the building.  On the north elevation, just to the west of cruck from 010, there are 
irregularities within the stonework 029, including a slightly projecting stone at the base of the wall, which 
possibly signify the position of the original east gable wall of the structure, prior to the building being 
extended eastwards.  If this was the case it would closely parallel King’s Stable Cottage.  Located just 
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before the possible return 029 and in line with the early north wall fabric 033 is a group of projecting slabs 
038, which are possibly the remains of an early footing course or early flooring.  Approximately mid way 
along the present north wall the masonry steps back notably.  The western half of the north wall is 
therefore notably thinner than the eastern section.  This may relate to the structural instability and partial 
collapse that resulted in the construction of buttresses 030 and 031 and therefore the possible refacing of 
the wall 039.  
 
There is also evidence on the interior of the building for the reduction of the building to the west – the line 
of the former south wall to the west of the jamb can be made out as a slight change in angle of the wall at 
the point where the wall would have returned 061.  
 
Regarding the original interior arrangement of the cottage, it is difficult to establish this with any degree 
of certainty as the cottage has been modified on many different occasions and there are no original gable 
walls still upstanding.  Another difficulty is posed by the fact that there are no parallels of building type to 
base observations upon, as the common building type for this period is the long house.  However, it is 
possible to suggest that there may have been an early partition wall in the approximate location of the 
current west gable wall (possibly masonry or wooden) sectioning off the western end of the structure from 
the remainder of the building.  It is therefore possible that when the house was modified by the demolition 
of the western end that the line of the pre-existing partition was used as a basis for the new gable wall.  It 
may also have been the case that there was a hanging lum against either side of this partition, as 
sometimes occurred in the more common long houses.  In this instance, when the building was modified 
by the demolition of the western end of the building the hanging lum on the eastern side of the partition 
was simply left in place.  The modern box bed in the south jamb could possibly reflect the past use of this 
space; further research may lead to a clearer picture of the previous use of this area.   
 

    
 

Plates 7 and 8: general view of the interior looking west and change in angle in north wall, AA 
 

iii. Roof structure 
 
The current roof structure was created in 1978.  Evidence for the original cruck frame can be seen in the 
current western gable.  Here, set either side of the modern hanging lum are sections of an early cruck 
frame 013 embedded into the masonry.  On the northern side of the wall approximately the lower three 
quarters of the original pine cruck blade survives, with its foot embedded in the masonry of the north wall.  
The blade is roughly azed and is squared to the sides and underside.  On the south side of the wall the mid 
and upper section of the south cruck blade 016 survives – this is the pair to 013.  The pine blades are 
apparently in situ, embedded within the secondary masonry of the western wall, the lower end of the 
timbers disappear into the masonry.  These timber blades still retain evidence for the collar beam in the 
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form of mortises and corresponding peg holes (north, 015 and south 017).  A section of timber 014 is 
joined into the rear/upper side of the cruck blade, a cruck spur, 013 – this originally extended north into 
the north wallhead but only a fragment now survives. 

 
The fact that these early cruck blades survive in the secondary masonry walling of the western gable 
indicates that the early roof structure was still in place when the building was modified by the reduction in 
size at the western end, which necessitated the construction of the new western gable.  The tops of these 
blades have been cut, indicating that the earlier roof structure had a much steeper pitch.  It seems that it is 
this more steeply pitched roof structure which is visible in the photographs which date to approximately 
1900.  However, the photographs which date to the 1920s show a much more shallowly pitched roof than 
is evident previously, suggesting that the original roof structure was removed during the Gaelic Society 
work which was undertaken in the mid 1920s, possibly as a result of being in a poor condition due to the 
building having been unoccupied for approximately ten years.  The construction of a roof on a shallower 
pitch would have necessitated cutting the upper sections of the original cruck blades down to the 
appropriate height.    
 
This roof structure was repaired on several occasions – repairs were undertaken in the 1950s and during 
the 1960s restoration rafters constructed from half inch hardboard with aluminium foil backing were 
inserted.  Two horizontal boards which were previously affixed to the original crucks at the western end of 
the building were also removed at this time.  A further rethatching of the cottage was undertaken in 1964 
and then again in 1968. 
 
In the late 1970s a project was set underway to again re-roof the building, this time on a steeper apex than 
the previous construction (from the 1920 work), to be more in line with the original pitch as suggested by 
the original crucks visible in the western wall.  It is presumably this 1920s roof structure which is visible 
in the 1978 photographs of the reproofing works.  It is this 1978 roof structure which is present today.  
The roof structure of the principal east-west range of the building is supported by three composite cruck 
frames (010, 011 and 012), which are composed of posts, knees and rafters of adzed oak, partly squared.  
Rafters are bolted to the post top and rafter foot, with crude pegs in bolt holes; knees also nailed.  Single 
collar half-hipped at top of knee piece and pegged into rafter (modern).  In the roof structure 018 four 
modern purlins (including one at the wallhead) land onto the top of the frame, with a ridge piece at the 
apex.  All cabers are roughly stripped of their bark.  The roofing 019 is composed of multiple branch 
sections/small cabers of pine and silver birch laid over the roof structure 018.  The roof structure of the 
south jamb 020 is composed of beams laid upon the purlins of main roof, S pitch (pegged) wall plates, 
purlins and ridge piece laid upon, extending S to masonry of gabled jamb (019 roofing over). All timbers 
are of pine cabers in the round, roughly stripped of their bark.  
 
Although this roof structure was constructed more in line with the pitch of the original roof, it is of a very 
different form to the original and is not consistent with the local vernacular type of the west highlands.  
The 1978 roof structure is larger and more complex than the original, being composed of composite cruck 
frames which sit in front of the wall face as opposed to the early blades which were partially embedded in 
the masonry of the north and south elevations.  
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Figures 26-29: 1978 re-roofing works, removal of previous roof, roof removed, construction of new roof, 

completion of new roof, NTS archive 
 

 
 

Plate 9: West gable interior with remains of early cruck frame, AA 
 
iv. Summary of principal construction phases 
 
The cottage at Old Leanach has been greatly modified over time as a result of both major and minor 
alterations and additions.  Below is presented a summary of the major construction phases, as deduced 
from the material presented in the previous sections of the report.  From the information gathered it would 
appear that a cottage was likely standing in this location at the time of the battle of Culloden but that very 
little of that original structure survives to this date - these early parts include the central section of the 
north wall, the lower wall sections and footings of the south jamb and the lower courses and footings of 
the south wall to the east of the doorway. 
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Summary of the suggested evolution of Old Leanach: 
 
Phase 1  original construction (early 18th century?) 

possibly built as part of wider improvements on the Culloden estate; the close parallel of 
King’s Stable Cottage suggests there may have been a template building plan for some 
estate cottages. 

 
Phase 2  modification (early-mid 19th century - before 1867) 

construction of buttresses against exterior north elevation and insertion of window in the 
north wall between the buttresses.   

 
abandonment (c1850s)  
occupation (sometimes intermittent) is recorded up to the time of the 1861 census – 
however the building may have been abandoned not too long thereafter; the roof appears 
to be in poor repair in Anderson’s view, published in 1867. 

 
Phase 3  partial demolition (mid-late 1860s) 
  reduction (following collapse?) of the western end of the building, leaving an L-plan 

 structure.  
 
  ‘in ruins’ (later 1860s-1880s) 

An L-plan structure is marked as in ruins on 1st edition OS map; stone possibly robbed for 
other uses. 

 
Phase 4  rebuilding and reoccupation (early 1880s) 

Rebuilding of the cottage, possibly as part of the wider works at Culloden Battlefield by 
Duncan Forbes, cottage extended to the east.   

 
Photographs from approximately 1900 show the rebuilt structure; relatively recent works 
suggest the rebuilding, which started in the early 1880s, was undertaken in two stages.  

 
Phase 5  repairs and rebuilding (1920s) 
 by the Gaelic Society of Inverness and Thomas Munro Architects; the building had 

become derelict after the last occupant died in 1912; possibly involved removal of 
original steeply pitched roof and replacement with a more shallowly pitched roof.    

 
Phase 6  repairs (1940s–1950s) 

the NTS is gifted the building in 1944 – several minor phases of repair follow in the 
1940s and 1950s.   

 
Phase 7  repairs (1960) 

roof repaired, joints raked out and re-pointed.  Floor level reduced and new slab floor 
added on top of concrete slab. 

 
Phase 8  re-roofing (1978) 

NTS re-roofing, 1920s roof removed and more steeply pitched roof (like original) 
constructed.  However, the new roof structure is of a different form to the original. 

 
Phase 10 minor works (c1980-present) 

additional minor works carried out at the cottage to the present date, including installation 
of the existing interpretative scheme. 
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5. Overview of traditional building methods 
 
i. Walls 
 
The walls at Old Leanach appear to be originally constructed as a single stone wall, bonded with clay or 
mud mortar.  Their varying thickness principally relates to a series of later repairs and additions.  The 
eastern upper gable is completely built with turf divots, traditionally referred to as fail or feal (Noble 1984, 
69). The turf gables as seen at Old Leanach are a typical regional feature of the northeast of Scotland, but 
they are also common as far afield as Iceland (Fenton 1979, 11). 
 
The use of turfs for walling has been traced back to the 16th century (Noble 1984, 68; discussion of earliest 
evidence for clay in Fenton 1970), with presumably much earlier, perhaps even prehistoric origins (Hunter 
2008).  The New Statistical Account suggests that purely turf-built houses were still occupied in Inverness 
and Moray as late as 1840s (Noble 1984, 69).  However, the general trend from the second half of the 18th 
century was that the lesser gentry and tacksmen were replacing their turf-built houses with stone 
constructions, often supported or even imposed by the improvement strategies of the local landowner 
(ibid).   
 
The trend of replacing turf walls continued until the late 18th century when fully turf-walled construction 
had essentially gone out of use, and was generally replaced by single stone walls (Fenton 1979, 10).  For 
Moray, Nairn, Banff and Aberdeenshire it was noted that the ‘better houses were built in stone while the 
poorer folk lived in turf houses or houses with alternating layers of turf and stone’ (Fenton 1970, 29).  
However, many buildings that looked superficially like single-walled stone-built constructions were in 
fact erected as a composite construction with a core of earth, that was faced inside and out with stones 
(ibid).  The most common form of this construction is known from the Hebridean blackhouses.   
 

 
 

Plate 10: Stone faced wall with earth core, Hebridean blackhouse  
at Gearrannan, Lewis, Western Isles, TR. 



Old Leanach Cottage, Culloden, Inverness-shire   

   
Desk Based Assessment and Architectural Record    Addyman Archaeology    
    for The National Trust for Scotland                                 

28

The evidence that King’s Stable Cottage – built nearby to an identical layout and construction method – 
was erected for the grieve of the estate suggests that Old Leanach may similarly have been intended to 
accommodate an estate administrator.  Historical evidence suggests that Culloden Estate carried out 
improvement works in the 1720s (see King’s Stable report, Addyman & Kay 1998). 
 
The evidence for the clay-bond stone wall at Old Leanach suggests that the cottage was part of this early 
18th century estate improvement.  The range and shape of the stones suggest that they are field gather of 
the local underlying bedrock type of Middle Old Red Sandstone (BGS Sheet S84E, Nairn,1978, 1:50,000).  
The use of earthen mortar instead of lime might support an early rather than a late 18th century date for 
the original construction.  The evidence of the varying wall thickness and the bulging of the wall around 
the loop feature 041 at the re-entrant of the south wall and E wall jamb, resembles a turf-cored stone-faced 
composite construction, in which such features could easily be inserted or wall thickness could be reduced 
without major alteration works.  A possible original turf core that became unstable might also explain the 
requirements of buttresses on the north side.  However, no investigative evidence for or against a turf core 
was found in the current assessment and it thus has to be assumed from surface observation that the walls 
are a single stone wall construction of varying thickness.  Although the bulging of the wall 042 appears as 
a deliberate feature to obscure the loop, it may also have been exaggerated by the hastily constructed clay-
bond stone wall.  Construction of clay mortared stone walls had to be rested for 3-4 days after every yard 
in height to prevent the wall from warping (Fenton 1970, 30).  This process could be shortened by mixing 
the clay with lime as suggested for King’s Stable Cottage.  
 
The galleting technique of small stones pressed into the mortar joints as noted for King’s Stable is not 
recognised at Old Leanach.  As mentioned above, historic photographs of Old Leanach suggest that the 
joints had been repointed with lime mortar in the 1920s.  This suggests that the galleting at King’s Stable 
might be a later repair or ornamentation.   
 
ii. Roof and roofing materials 
 
Old Leanach Cottage has seen many documented and probably even more undocumented phases of re-
roofing and re-thatching.  The original roof construction and roofing material is therefore speculative.  
 
Fail, feal or turf walls are not structural and thus the roof had to be rested on timber posts or a cruck 
construction, with vertical supports in front of the turf wall, or integrated within it (Fenton 1970, 28-9).  
With the erection of free-standing structural stone walls, the cruck had become superfluous, but was, 
however, not abandoned (Noble 1984, 69).  In most cases the cruck was simply inserted into or built 
against the stone wall as previously with the turf wall.  The anachronism of the cruck on stone walls is 
typical for the late 18th - early 19th century, marking a transitional period in local building tradition 
(Noble 1984, 70-72).   
 
The regionally typical thatch for the Northeast and Moray and Nairn area in particular is the clay thatch 
(Walker et al 1996, 58-59).  Evidence for clay thatch concentrates on Scotland’s east coast from Caithness 
to Fife, with Ayrshire the only example from the west.   
 
Clay thatching was a new development in the 18th century and proved to be very popular and effective for 
clay-rich inland sites.  The first evidence for clay thatching dates to 1748 for Arbroath Mill, but the 
method described as indigenous for Moray probably developed in the early 18th century, perhaps as part 
of the general improvements to farm and estate buildings.  The core area of clay thatch is Moray and Fife, 
the outliers in Sutherland and Caithness seem to have been a late 18th century spread of this improved 
roofing method. 
   



Old Leanach Cottage, Culloden, Inverness-shire   

   
Desk Based Assessment and Architectural Record    Addyman Archaeology    
    for The National Trust for Scotland                                 

29

Clay thatch was regarded as an improvement over ordinary rope thatching (Fenton 1970, 42).  Its 
advantage was that rope could be abandoned, as it was often attacked by vermin causing failure of the 
thatch’s integrity.  The straw for a clay thatch had to be threshed whole in the sheaf, keeping the band 
fastened (Fenton 1970, 41).  Four sheaves were combined to a bundle that was either directly stitched onto 
the rafters or onto a substratum of turf divots.  Work progressed in rows from eaves to ridge with each row 
clayed all over before the next row was placed alongside.  Such a construction is estimated to have lasted 
17-20 years.  Often a final layer of clay with a consistency of putty or pea soup was poured over the top 
layer of thatching to allow clay to percolate into all holes and cracks. “The rain was said to wash it in, not 
out.” (Fenton 1970, 42).   
 
Another advantage of clay thatching is that it could be easily repaired.  Damage or failure occurred 
particularly along the eaves and the gable sides.  Every house in the respective area seems to have had its 
own clay hole for building works and repair (ibid).   
 
Although evidence of the early construction of Old Leanach is sparse, early photographs from 1900 might 
suggest that the roofing material was straw thatch rather than the current heather thatch for which the 
earliest definite documentary evidence at Old Leanach suggest an association with the 1920s work of the 
Gaelic Society.  The 1900s photographs of Old Leanach show a patched appearance of the roofing 
material, which could represent a clay thatch that has been repaired or was indeed in need of repair.  
Although the images are not very detailed, the thinness of the thatching and its light colour may suggest a 
clay thatch, possibly using straw rather than heather.  The building also sits on a boulder clay drift deposit, 
near the river terrace of alluvium from the flood plain of river Nairn, thus clay would have been easy to 
source.   
 
The common roofing material in Moray and Nairn area seems to have been straw thatch.  Evidence for oat 
and rye is known, with the latter commented on as particularly attractive in combination with the red clay 
of the Red Sandstone areas.  More frequently used was wheat and barley.  While the first species are 
estimated to last about 14 to 15 years, wheat or barley are estimated at 18-20 years.   
 

 
 

Figure 30: Eroded clay thatch surface at Corse Croft, Huntly, Aberdeenshire,  
a combined straw-broom and clay construction, Holden 1998, 68.   

The decay might be similar to what can be seen on early 1900s photographs of Old Leanach. 
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Heather roofs seem to be relatively rare in Scotland, surviving only in three areas: Moray to Tay, Wester 
Ross, Uist.  (Souness 1991, 4, 6).  The resource of long-stem heather was widely destroyed in the 18th and 
19th century when upland grounds were claimed for sheep farming (ibid, 5, compare Fenton 1970, 44).  ). 
Modern heather produces only short stems, and even in earlier times heather had to be managed to 
produce the required average lengths of 4 feet and no less than 2 feet stem length. 
 
Heather roofs appear as part of the improvement period in the 1830s in Aberdeenshire (ibid, 6) and is 
regarded as superior to straw if well applied and combined with clay (Souness 1991, 7). The life span is 
estimated at about 20 years (ibid).   
 
A thick layer of heath brush or clay capping is recommended for the wall heads of a heather roof as the 
eaves are the most vulnerable building part.  The thatch could be easily disturbed by birds with the holes 
allowing wind suck to lift the roofing material.  The surface of the thatch was protected from wind lift by a 
horizontal wooden rod or thin strips of wood, another advantage of clay thatching compared to the roping, 
netting or stone weights required for ordinary thatch.  In contrast to straw, heather was applied in 
horizontal rows from gable to gable, starting at the eaves.  The first three courses and the fifth would 
require an extra thick clay capping, after which the securing of the straw or heather bundles could be 
reduced to every third course (Fenton 1970, 49).  A heather roof was made to bulge outwards in the 
middle roof area, to ease drainage.  Such a well-built heather and clay roof might even last 30 years.   
 
Although rather rare, heather thatching is locally used in the Northeast on sites at higher altitude, where 
the resource would naturally be growing.  The floodplain area of the river Nairn at Old Leanach seems 
less likely to have supported sufficient heather growth.  Unless heather was managed elsewhere on the 
estate, it seems more likely that the house was originally thatched with straw.  However, the original 
steeper roof pitch, perhaps around 50°, may have been easier to achieve in heather thatch.  The 
connotation of heather thatch of being expensive would fit with the hypothesis that Old Leanach was built 
by the estate for one of their administrative staff rather than lower status farmer or crofter.    
 
iii. Conclusion 
 
The analysis of the traditional building materials of the area in comparison with the evidence for Old 
Leanach and King’s Stable Cottage suggests that both had been constructed by the Culloden Estate as part 
of improvement works in the 1720s.   
 
Although in some respects probably consistent with the local vernacular building tradition, both cottages 
also display features that could be described as atypical (or even progressive) for the period.  This 
suggests that the construction of both cottages was not for common crofters, but probably intended as 
estate buildings for the use of estate officers, perhaps supported by the comparatively large interior created 
by the T-plan.  This theory is corroborated by suggestions made in relation to King’s Stable cottage. xxviii 
A collection of sources relating to the battle of Culloden, known as ‘The Lyon in Mourning’ implies that 
the grieve of Culloden estate, William Rose, lived in King’s Stable Cottage at the time of the battle of 
Culloden.  This therefore supports the suggestion that King’s Stable Cottage and Old Leanach were 
constructed as part of early improvements on the estate, well in advance of the battle of Culloden.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
xxviii Mackenzie 1999 p2 



Old Leanach Cottage, Culloden, Inverness-shire   

   
Desk Based Assessment and Architectural Record    Addyman Archaeology    
    for The National Trust for Scotland                                 

31

References 
 
Addyman & Kay 1999 King’s Stable Cottage, Culloden, Inverness-shire: An Architectural record : Final 

Report, unpublished report 
 
Anderson, P. 1867 Guide to Culloden Moor and story of the battle, with description of the stone circles 

and cairns at Clava, Edinburgh 
 
Calder, Rev. H. ‘The Parish of Croy’, in The Statistical Account of 1791-9, Volume 11 p560-8 
 
Fenton, A., 1970, ‘Clay Building and Clay Thatch in Scotland’, in: Ulster Folklife 15/16 (1970), 28-51. 
 
Fenton, A., 1979, Continuity and Change in the Building Tradition of Northern Scotland, The Ása G. 

Wright Memorial Lectures IV, National Museum of Iceland, Reykjavik. 
 
Holden, TG., 1998, The Archaeology of Scottish Thatch, Technical Advice Note (TAN) 13, Historic 

Scotland, Edinburgh. 
 
Hunter, F., 2008, Excavations at Birnie, Moray, 2007, Interim report, Dep. of Archaeology, National 

Museums of Scotland, Edinburgh. 
 
Mackenzie, R. 1999 King’s Stable Cottage – An Archival Survey, in Addyman & Kay Ltd 1999 King’s 

Stable Cottage, Culloden: An architectural record, unpublished report. 

Masson, E. and Harden, J., forthcoming Drumossie Moor – memorialisation, development and restoration 
in an evolving historic landscape. 

 
Noble, R.R., 1983-84, ‘Turf-Walled Houses of the Central Highlands. An Experiment in Reconstruction’, 

in: Folk Life, A Journal of Ethnological Studies vol. 22 (1983-83), 68-83. 
 
Souness, J., 1991, ‘Heather Thatching in Scotland’, in: Vernacular Building 15 (1991), Scottish 

Vernacular Buildings Working Group, 3-25. 
 
Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness 1922-4, vol. xxxi  
 
Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness 1924-5, vol. xxxii 
 
Walker, B., McGregor, C., Stark, G., 1996, Thatch and Thatching Techniques. A guide to conserving 

Scottish thatching traditions, Historic Scotland Technical Advice Note (TAN) 4, Historic 
Scotland, Edinburgh. 

 
  
 













Old Leanach Cottage, Culloden, Inverness-shire   
 

   
Desk Based Assessment and Architectural Record   Addyman Archaeology 

for The National Trustfor Scotland                                

37

Appendix B:  Context register 
 
Context 
Number 

Feature Description 

001 Existing floor Composed of irregularly laid dark grey schist slabs. Some of these 
have been dressed/cut edges and appear to be salvaged/reused.  
Some pieces display old wear, others droved tooling of the 1960s 
works. 

002 Wall remains Possible fragment of the W end of the original N wall of Old 
Leanach, culminating at possible roofing struts for the NW angle of 
the demolished W end of the structure: two small granite boulders. 

003 Wall footings Low wall remains running W from the W side of the walling 002.  
Runs W for approximately 2.5-3m before running into probable 
building platform 004 at the NE corner of the latter.  

004 Probable building 
platform 

Located to the W and S sides of Old Leanach Cottage, measuring 
approximately 4x11m, aligned N-S, its SW corner cut by the later 
formation of the track. 

005 Flag and flat cobble 
path 

situated around the W and s sides of Old Leanach Cottage, 
becoming more extensively paved in the vicinity of the cottage 
entrance - larger flags close to the entrance itself. 

006 Entrance Located in the centre of the S elevation walling on E side of jamb 
007 Threshold stones 

within entrance 006 
Large inner threshold slab appears to be early and in situ - tied 
beneath masonry of jams and worn. 

008 Threshold stones 
within entrance 006 

outer 2 stones appear to be a secondary insertion - cement 
embedded. 

009 Door within 006 
entrance 

Possibly modern (roughly 1980?). Apparently tropical hardwood, 
framed with v-section vertical planking.  Iron latch with ornate 
escutcheon plates; applied false strap hinges on exterior side of 
the door.  Modern hinges within to E part of door frame. 

010 Roof structure of E-
W range - 
Composite cruck 
frame 1 

Consists of paired posts, knees and rafters of adzed oak, partly 
squared.  Rafters are bolted to the post top and rafter foot, with 
crude pegs in bolt holes; knees also nailed.  Single collar half-
hipped at top of knee piece and pegged into rafter (modern).  See 
also 011 and 012. 

011 Composite cruck 
frame 2  

Located in the centre.  As 010 and 012. Modern. 

012 Composite cruck 
frame 3 

Located at centre W. As 010 and 011. Modern. 

013 Section of early 
cruck frame 

Lower three quarters of N pitch cruck blade at NW corner of 
existing structure, its foot embedded within the masonry of the N 
wall; its top appears to have been cut (for later fire 
stack/chimney?).  Roughly adzed, squared to sides and underside. 
Apparently pine.  

014 Remains of beam Timber joined into the rear/upper side of the 013 cruck blade, 
originally extending N to the N wallhead; slightly downwards 
sloping to the N; fragment only survives.  Top side and N end 
perished (wormy). Deeply lapped into W side of cruck blade and 
pegged at 2.1 - 2.3m above existing floor.  Pine. 

015 Evidence for early 
collar beam 

Mortise for hipped collar end into the W side of the cruck blade, at 
2.7-2.9m above present floor.  Single peg-hole is evident. 
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016 Section of early 
cruck frame 

Mid and upper section of S pitch cruck blade, the pair of 013, 
apparently in situ, partly embedded within secondary masonry of 
the W wall - lower end of timber disappears into masonry.  This 
timber section, of pine (visible parts still in the round) retains 
mortises and corresponding peg holes for timber and collar beam 
affixed/lapped to its W side.    

017 Evidence for collar 
beam 

Mortise and peg hole in W side of 016 cruck blade. 

018 Upper roof 
structure - main 
range 

Purlins land onto top of frame - 4 purlins (including one at 
wallhead), with ridge piece at apex - all pine cabers roughly 
stripped of their bark. Modern.  

019 Roofing Multiple branch sections/small cabers laid over 018 roof structure.  
Of pine, silver birch etc.  

020 Roof structure of S 
jamb 

Beams laid upon purlins of main roof, S pitch (pegged) wall plates, 
purlins and ridge piece laid upon, extending S to masonry of 
gabled jamb (019 roofing over). Modern. All timbers are of pine 
cabers in the round, roughly stripped of their bark.  

021 Cement pointing On the interior wall surfaces, most areas. Modern. 
022 Whitewash To interior masonry wall surface. Modern. 
023 E gable wall, lower Rubbly masonry.  Relatively neatly executed rubble construction of 

random small granite boulders and fieldstones with smaller 
angular stones, often laddered, as pinnings.  Longer (partly 
roughly hewn) quoining) at SE and NE angles.  Lower masonry at 
E end of N and S walls probably contiguous (for approx 1.5m from 
angles). 

024 E gable wall, 
modern 
interventions 

Upper courses of masonry and upper quoining at angles rebuilt, 
rebedded in cement; cement pointing of masonry generally. 

025 Turf gable Approx 30 courses of turf, apex now in a state of collapse and 
partly held up by chicken wire. 

026 Small window 
opening in S wall 

Located towards the SE angle.  Apparently original to the masonry 
023 at the E end of the building, though much rebuilt externally 
(and possibly internally). Visible in historic images. 

027 Rebuilding in area 
of window opening 
026 

Considerable modern rebuilding of masonry, cement bedded. 
Most of exterior area of window rebuilt; associated cement 
pointing generally. Pine caber safe lintels. Modern. 

028 Window within 
opening 026 

Modern exotic hardwood window - 2 over 2 panes. Lower panes 
fixed, upper sash hinged below. With finger hoop and stays within. 
External iron grille. Glazing bars unmoulded (ie square). Modern. 

029 Possible evidence 
for early E gable 
wall.  

Irregularities within the masonry of the internal wall face just on W 
side of cruck frame 010, including slightly projecting stone at wall 
base. Possibly signifying the position of the original E gable/end 
wall of the structure - if so it would be closely paralleled at King 
Stable's Cottage. 

030 Buttressing of N 
wall, central section 

Substantial rubble stone buttress against central section of 
existing N wall - lower parts partly turf covered, upper parts with 
thick growth of ferns. 

031 Buttressing of N 
wall, to W. 

Substantial rubble-stone buttressing against N wall at the existing 
NW corner, extending westwards beyond the corner where it had 
apparently also supported the westward continuation of the early 
N wall 002. 

032 Projecting footing 
course, N wall. 

Below the general N wall masonry 033. 
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033 N wall Early masonry fabric. Externally mostly obscured by the 030 and 
031 buttresses. Rubble construction, usually of large rounded 
granite field stones/smaller boulders.  

034 Modern repair to 
033 masonry of N 
wall 

Wallhead partly rebuilt, masonry cement-bedded. Modern cement 
repointing and pinning repairs generally. 

035 Window opening, N 
wall, offset to W 

Medium sized secondary window opening within masonry 033 of 
the N wall, towards the W end, at the gap between buttresses 030 
and 031.  Inserted, vertically set, E jamb stone and sill stone.  
Some rebuilding of upper parts and W jamb - see 036. 

036 Modern rebuilding 
of upper parts of 
window opening 
035 

Stones bedded in cement. Associated with the 034 works. 

037 Window within the 
opening 035 

Modern exotic hardwood - details as 028 in all respects. Modern. 

038 Group of projecting 
slabs 

Located at internal face of N wall, offset to E (E end of 033 fabric 
just before the possible return 029). Remains of footing course or 
early flooring (perhaps more likely the latter). 

039 Possible re-facing 
of interior face of 
the early masonry 
fabric 033 of the N 
wall to the W  

The wall face in this area steps back notably about mid-way along 
the present N wall internally. May relate to structural instability that 
is buttressed externally by the buttress 030/031. 

040 Early masonry S 
wall, to E of jamb. 

Larger stonework lower down probable in situ early walling. 

041 Probable early loop 
at re-entrant of S 
wall and E wall 
jamb. 

Partly hidden by bulge of walling 042. Defensive loop protecting 
entrance area - closely paralleled at King Stable's Cottage. 

042 E wall jamb Early masonry. 
043 Rebuilding of 040 

masonry 
Associated with the insertion of the window opening 044, including 
the blocking of the loop 041 at the re-entrant angle. Substantial 
area around window appears to have been rebuilt. 

044 Window opening Small window formed of smaller rubble stones with sill and lintel 
slabs 

045 Modern rebuilding 
etc in the vicinity of 
window opening 
044 

E jamb rebuilt, wall head etc bedded and general repointing in 
cement. 

046 

Existing window 
within window 
opening 044 

Modern - all details as 037 and 028. 

047 Historic grafitti WILLIAM' near top of S wall, close to SE angle of building. 

048 
S wall Projecting footing course corresponds to 040 masonry walling 

above. 
049 Jamb Projecting footing course formed of small boulders and larger field 

stones to E, S and W. 
050 Jamb, S wall Early masonry, lower walling, much of quoining to SE, parts of 

quoining to SW. 
051 Window opening Centre of 050 S wall of jamb.  Possible secondary insertion - E 

jamb of unworked stones, W jamb lower, a vertically set slab.  
Associated masonry surrounding window 052. 
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053 Modern repair to 
the 050 S wall of 
jamb 051/052 
window/masonry 

Substantial rebuilding of 050 gablehead, the 051 window head etc, 
upper walling at angles and cement repointing and repacking 
generally. 

054 Window within 051 
opening 

Modern. Details as 046/037/028. 

055 Graffiti on S wall of 
jamb 

CR JH AHH 1937' (or 2?). 

056 W wall of jamb Early masonry 
057 W wall of jamb Modern repairs. Cement rebedding of upper wall, general 

repointing. 
058 W gable wall 

(existing) 
Constructed following the reduction of the W end of the main 
range of the structure. Of more regular rubble construction than is 
evident elsewhere, of small and medium slabs and smaller 
fieldstone, the latter sometimes chipped at the face. Grainite, clay 
bedded. 

059 Repair to 058 Modern recessed repointing in cement. 
060 Turf gable top Modern 
061 Evidence for line of 

S wall to W of jamb 
Angle change externally at junction of 056 wall of jamb and 058, 
existing W gable of main range.  The return of the walling can also 
be made out internally. 

062 Existing thatch 
stays 

Multiple iron loop fixing points bedded into upper exterior walling of 
cottage. Now redundant. 

063 Hearth Centre of w gable of main range. Raised hearth area formed of 
cemented irregular slabs (at least one reused). Similar to flooring 
generally. 

064 Hanging lum Modern. Rebuilt on machine sawn unpainted framing but sheathed 
in reused pine boarding, apparently from an internal wall - 
internally limewash silhouettes points where boards were affixed 
to stands. Early limewash on both sides - one later coat of white 
paint externally.  
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Appendix C:  Photographic register 
 

Frame Aspect Date Taken by Description 
1 E 26/1/2009 Kmacf General view of the building 
2 E 26/1/2009 Kmacf View of exterior 
3 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation 
4 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation 
5 S 26/1/2009 Kmacf General view of the building 
6 S 26/1/2009 Kmacf General view of the building 
7 NE 26/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation 
8 NE 26/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation 
9 W 26/1/2009 Kmacf Building platform to the SW of the cottage 
10 W 26/1/2009 Kmacf Buttress at W corner of the building 
11 W 26/1/2009 Kmacf Buttress at W corner of the building 
12 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf General view of the building 
13 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation 
14 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation 
15 S 26/1/2009 Kmacf General view of the building 
16 S 26/1/2009 Kmacf General view of the building 
17 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf NE elevation 
18 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf NE elevation 
19 W 26/1/2009 Kmacf NE and SE elevations 
20 W 26/1/2009 Kmacf NE and SE elevations 
21 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, NE end 
22 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, NE end 
23 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, NE window 
24 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, NE window 
25 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, SW  window 
26 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, SW  window 
27 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, NE elevation 
28 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, NE elevation 
29 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, SE elevation window 
30 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, SE elevation 
31 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, SE elevation 
32 NE 26/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, SW elevation 
33 NE 26/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation 
34 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, rope loops 
35 NE 26/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation. at W corner of building 
36 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, window 
37 E 26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, window and buttresses 
38 S 26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, window and buttresses 
39 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, NE buttress 
40 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, NE end 
41 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf Thatch detail 
42 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf NE elevation 
43 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf NE elevation 
44 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf NE elevation, turf gable detail 
45 W 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, SW door jamb 
46 N 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, NE door jamb 
47 NE 26/1/2009 Kmacf NE elevation 
48 NE 26/1/2009 Kmacf NE elevation turf gable 
49 N 26/1/2009 Kmacf Common rafters 
50 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf General view 
51 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf Roof structure 
52 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf Original cruck in SW wall (W) 
53 NW 26/1/2009 Kmacf Original cruck in SW wall (S) 
54 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb interior 
55 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf Roof structure over S jamb 
56 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, window to S of door 
57 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, window to E of door 



Old Leanach Cottage, Culloden, Inverness-shire   
 

   
Desk Based Assessment and Architectural Record   Addyman Archaeology 

for The National Trustfor Scotland                                

42

Frame Aspect Date Taken by Description 
58 SE 26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, door and window 
59 SE  26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, NE end 
60 SE  26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, E window 
61 SE  26/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, E window 
62 NW  26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, NE end 
63 NW  26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, NE end 
64 NW  26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, central 
65 NW  26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, central, change in wall thickness 
66 NW  26/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, SW end 
67 W 26/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, fireplace 
68 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, original cruck at S side of wall 
69 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, original cruck at N side of wall 
70 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf 1970s cruck frame 
71 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf 1970s cruck frame 
72 S 26/1/2009 Kmacf 1970s cruck frame 
73 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf General view of interior 
74 N 26/1/2009 Kmacf General view of interior 
75 W 26/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, modern hanging lum 
76 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf Interior, reconstruction aretefacts 
77 SW 26/1/2009 Kmacf Interior, reconstruction aretefacts 
78 SW 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, W end, original cruck 
79 SW 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, W end, original cruck 
80 SW 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, W end, original cruck 
81 SW 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, W end, original cruck 
82 W 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, W end, original cruck 
83 W 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, W end, original cruck 
84 W 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, W end, original cruck 
85 W 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, W end, original cruck 
86 S 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, S end, original cruck 
87 S 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, S end, original cruck 
88 S 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, S end, original cruck 
89 S 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, S end, original cruck 
90 S 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, S end, original cruck 
91 S 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, S end, original cruck 
92 SE 28/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, wallhead visible above reconstruction boxbed 
93 W 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, modern hanging lum 
94  28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, modern hanging lum interior 
95  28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, modern hanging lum interior 
96  28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, modern hanging lum interior 
97  28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, modern hanging lum interior 
98 SW 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, modern hanging lum 
99 SW 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, modern hanging lum 
100 SW 28/1/2009 Kmacf General view of interior 
101 SW 28/1/2009 Kmacf General view of interior 
102 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, change in wall thickness 
103 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, change in wall thickness 
104 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf NW elevation, interpretation board 
105 SE 28/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, 1970s cruck beside doorway 
106 SE 28/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, S jamb return 
107 SE 28/1/2009 Kmacf SE elevation, S jamb return 
108 SE 28/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, SW elvation 
109 NE 28/1/2009 Kmacf 1970s roof structure 
110 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf Historic graffiti on S jamb, SE elevation 
111 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf Historic graffiti on SE elevation 
112 NE 28/1/2009 Kmacf Working shot 
113 NE 28/1/2009 Kmacf Working shot 
114 N 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation, buttress and remains of former wall 
115 W 28/1/2009 Kmacf Remains of structures to SW of building 
116 N 28/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, SE and SW elevations 
117 N 28/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, SE and SW elevations 
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Frame Aspect Date Taken by Description 
118 SW 28/1/2009 Kmacf S jamb, NE elevation 
119 W 28/1/2009 Kmacf Block loop at return of S jamb and principal SE elevation  
120 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf Lintel above doorway 
121 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf Door in SE elevation 
122 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf Door handle 
123 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf Door handle 
124 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf Door hinge 
125 NW 28/1/2009 Kmacf Door hinge and lintel 
126 SE 28/1/2009 Kmacf Door, interior 
127 SE 28/1/2009 Kmacf Door, interior 
128 NE 28/1/2009 Kmacf NE turf gable 
129 NE 28/1/2009 Kmacf NE turf gable 
130 NE 28/1/2009 Kmacf NE turf gable 
131 NE 28/1/2009 Kmacf NE turf gable 
132  28/1/2009 Kmacf 1970s crucks 
133  28/1/2009 Kmacf 1970s crucks 
134  28/1/2009 Kmacf 1970s crucks 
135  28/1/2009 Kmacf 1970s crucks 
136  28/1/2009 Kmacf 1970s roof structure 
137  28/1/2009 Kmacf Flagstone floor 
138  28/1/2009 Kmacf Flagstone floor 
139 S 28/1/2009 Kmacf Original cruck, SW elevation S end 
140 SW 28/1/2009 Kmacf SW elevation – modern hanging lum 
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Appendix D:  1960 works, drawings  by Alex Cullen, Chartered Architect, of Inverness xxvii 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                 
xxvii Supplied by NTS 
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Appendix E:  1969 drawings by Edward Meldrum, Chartered Architect of Inverness xxviii 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                 
xxviii Supplied by NTS 
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Appendix F:  1976 NTS Drawings 
Cul-76-1 
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Appendix G:  Compilation of images of Old Leanach, various sources    
 
Approx 1900 
 

      
Scottish Library, Edinburgh Central Library   Highland Libraries Postcard Collection 

 
1920s 
 

     
RCAHMS RCAHMS 

 

 
Highland Libraries Postcard Collection  RCAHMS 
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1950s 
 

          
Part of the Alasdair Alpin MacGregor Collection, SCRAN 
 
1960-64 
 

      
NTS       Highland News, supplied by NTS 
 
1968-70 
 

   
Supplied by NTS 
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Supplied by NTS 
 

   
Supplied by NTS 
 

 
SCRAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1978-80 
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Supplied by NTS 
 

   
Supplied by NTS 
 
1985 
 

 
RCAHMS 
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Appendix H: National Trust images of 1978 re-roofing works 
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