
Roshven. 
 

The HMR and RCAHMS records cover three main areas (1,2,2a,3) as shown on figure 1, which is a detail from the 

1873 OS First Edition map. Figure 2 explains later developments. 

 

Area 1, Roshven House and the Boathouse. 

Roshven House was originally a farmhouse and may date from pre-Jacobean times. It was extended by Professor 

Hugh and Jemima Blackburn after they bought the estate in 1853. It has recently (2011) been rebuilt internally to a 

very high standard and retains most of the original features.  The outline plan on the First Edition map is unchanged; 

a major alteration is that the main entrance is now on the south-east side rather than the north-west and to achieve 

this there is a new entrance. 

 

The Boathouse was a ruin consisting of two walls when I first saw it in 1996.  It is now a large one-bedroomed house, 

with the original boathouse rebuilt in situ - as a boathouse. 

 

Area 2 and 2a: The Square. 

This seems to be where most confusion arises.   

 

Buildings existing in 1873. 

The First Edition map (figure 1) shows a small roofed house (which was thatched) to the west of the burn, and the 

mill complex to the east, south of the track running past it. Nothing is shown north of this track except a small fenced 

area. 

 

The two-storey mill, built of stone, consisted of an overshot watermill which powered a threshing barn via a gear 

system: it was fed via a leet from a millpond which is now within the grounds of Blair’s Cottage (see below). Local 

people remember the leather belts of the threshing mechanism. The threshing barn still has slotted  drying windows, 

so may have also been a granary, although a separate corrugated iron silo, now demolished, was built in the 1950s 

for this purpose. 

 

The complex included a dairy and a building probably used as stables, as well as two other buildings, probably used 

for storage or workshops. 

 

In 2a, to the south, is Blair’s Cottage. It was home to the local midwife, then a Youth Hostel for a year and is now a 

private house. 

 

Post-1873. 

The small thatched house mentioned above has been replaced by a poured concrete house, Square Cottage (1895) 

and is currently a private house. 

 

The whole mill complex  is now a private house: the millwheel was destroyed in 1955 or thereabouts and sold for 

scrap.  

 

Two stone  buildings nowadays exist north of the track which were not shown on the 1873 map – they are a small 

building known locally as The Smithy, and a beautiful two-storey cart barn L-block with three arched entrances.  

 

However, The Smithy has the size and proportions of a but’n’ben and is more likely to have been accommodation. 

The cart barn has been refurbished and is now a holiday home. 

 



A corrugated iron building, known to have been used as accommodation for sheep-shearers in the 1960s, is beside 

the track, south of the mill, west of the burn. We have no date for this. It is in disrepair. 

 

Area 3 

Area 3 is called ‘Irene Farm’ on the First Edition map: the name was changed to ‘Irin’ in later years because visitors 

used to mis-pronounce it.  Any building shown here on the 1873 map is now gone and the current building, another 

poured concrete house, is known nowadays as Roshven Farm (ca. 1896). 

 

Other Notes 

1. One HMR record mentions  ‘Home Farm’. Which building this was is not known and nothing around here now is 

known by that name, but if there was  a farm of that name it suggests that Roshven House had become ‘The Big 

House’ and was no longer a farmhouse.  But oral tradition in the area describes The Square as being the abode of the 

miller, so perhaps Roshven Farm is a more likely candidate for a mains farm. I would suggest the ‘Home Farm’ name 

is not valid unless other evidence exists.  

 

2. Another HMR record (and an icon on the interactive map) shows a granary on Coopers Knowe.  It doesn’t exist 

and never has. 
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