
Scope of Research by Jackie Wilson, November 2011

SLEEPER BUIIDINGS lN BOATOF GARTEN: ARCH - FOCUS ON THE PAST pROJECT, AUTUMN 2011

The railway came to Boat of Garten in L863, thus all the sleeper buildings were constructed post that date.
ldentifieation of the buildlngs whieh used sleepers in their construction has been achieved by talking to
local people, and in particular to George Keir, author of "Memories of The Boat from 7g4a,,,Jock Morrison
who set me on my road of discovery and allowed me to use his booklet, "The Roads to the yard,, and
Margaret Riley who filled in details of Muirton Cottage and the old Smiddy. other people were happy to
open up their houses and let me photograph the premises, spend time talking to me and generally help fill
in the gaps. Consequently, most of what has been documented has come from oral records.

Written reference material consisted of Derek Kerr's book, "Railway Sleeper Buildings,,. A summary of
some key points has been produced as part of the project.

sleeper buildings in Boat of Garten can be grouped into 2 categories:

1. Buildings which were originally built entirely of sleepers
2. Buildings which have been built using sleeper fsundations

1. Buildings constructed entirely of Sleepers {at least in their original construction}

They are scattered throughout the village and its environment. Listed below in alphabetical order:

o Deshar Road Ruin {information provided by Ann Wakeling and John Davison}r Muirton Cottage
o Otd Smiddy
o p-Way Bothy
r Spey Cottage
o TheYard

2. Buildings constructed using sleepers as Foundations

There appear to be three clusters of buildings which fall into this category - in (a) Spey Avenue
(both sides of the road), (b) Kinchurdy Road and west end of {c) Deshar Road {Main Road). Those
on Deshar Road have not been investigated as part of this project due to time constraints. 3 have
been identified on Kinchurdy Road, but there could well be more.

Buildings of this construction started life as wash houses, and consequently sat within the grounds
of larger stone-built houses. over the years, they were extended to form proper houses and in
some cases, the owners of the main property moved into the 'tottages" and let out the main
house, particularly during the summer months.

Examples identified on Spey Avenue

o Balblair
o Balvenie Cottage
o Harrari Cottage
o Monadhliath Cottage

Examples identified on Kinchurdy Road

o Glen Avon
e Cuilalunn Cottage



Summary byJackie Wilson, November 2011

SLEEPER BUIIDINGS (lnformation taken from "Railway Sleeper Buildings" by Derek Kerr

Sleeper buildings were constructed in areas close to railway lines, as the sleepers were obviously

heavy to transport. They were constructed from second-hand sleepers, which remained both

durable and versatile. The main period of their construction was the early 20'h Century.

The sleepers were originally made from a variety of woods, selected because of their particular

qualities. Some of these were imported, with new stocks usually arriving in May or June, which was

therefore the best time to buy. The heavier timbers were considered the best as the rails could be

fastened directly into them. With softer woods, base plates were required and the marks of these

base plates are clearly visible on some old sleepers. The main timbers used for sleepers, together

with their main attributes, were:

o Scots Pine - straight grain, uniform texture

o Pitch Pine - straight grain, fine uniform texture but high shrinkage factor

o Douglas Fir - free from knots but had high shrinkage which meant they had to be preserved

under pressure, few problems with twisting or warping.

o Larch * moderately heavy, reasonably fine and uniform texture, straight grained.

o Jarrah - good for heavy duty purposes, naturally durable.

o Red Quebracho - structural timber used for heavy duty construction

o Oak - straight grain, coarse texture, not uniform, Presence of gallic acid in the timber causes

erosion of ironwork fastened to it.

o Beech - moderately durable in exposed conditions, high shrinkage, needs to be treated.

Creosote was the normal preservative used to treat the timbers, confirmed from British Rail and

Post Office records. Once creosoted, timber poles and sleepers could withstand decay almost

indefinitely. ln addition, it was not corrosive to metals, it was reasonably cheap and after treatment

there was a reduced risk of surface checking and splitting. lts disadvantage was the smell and the

difficulty in applying paint.

Second hand sleepers were disposed of via approved contractors. When removed from the main

tracks, some continued to be used in sidings where they were exposed to less heavy use. There was

a heavy demand for them to be used as building materials, especially by poorer people who worked

or lived near the railway and couldn't afford more expensive building materials. Due to the lack of
roads at the time, transportation was difficult so their use was mainly restricted to locations near the

railways. They were transported initially by rail to the nearest point, then loaded either onto a

horse-drawn cart or open backed lorries.

The constructions were protected by:

1. Using timber strips to bridge the butt joints between the sleepers {these were sometimes

made from split logs, with the rounded surface facing out to shed the water). At the eaves,

cover strips were used to butt against the timber facia.

2. Covering the construction with chicken wire

3. Rendering

4. Where there was no rendering, they were sometimes covered with corrugated iron to
provide weather proofing
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Name of building, site, or find: Spey Cottage

Where is it / was it from?

Record created November 2011

Stands within its own grounds on spey Avenue/Drumuillie Road, Boat of Garten

Grid Reference: 94351,18985, Elevation 218M

3. When does it date to?

It was built in the 193O's - specific date unknown

4. What is it? What was it used for?

It was an original railway house. ln 1940 Spey Cottage was owned by Mr. John (Jock) Milton, who
was the driver in charge of the engine shed and it was originally called Honeysuckle Cottage.
{lnformation provided by George Keir in his "Memories of The Boat from 19110.).

It was later owned by the Roxburgh's, by which time it was already used as a holiday home, and
then by the Murray's. lt was purchased in 1997 by the Bunrs who still own the property and let it
out as a holiday cottage during the summer months - it is closed up during winter because of the
costs of heating.

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? (if known)

Original Sleeper House which has been rendered. Two storey building with front poreh, the full
height of the building is constructed from sleepers. The south-facing gable is partially covered by
corrugated tin cladding to provide additionalweather proofing.

The roof is covered with roofing felt cut into the shape of tiles. The current roof is a replacement
which was installed in around t994195; the original roof covering was Cedar shingles. There are
other examples of the use of roofing felt for the outer skin of the roof cover within the strath.

Original internal woodwork can be seen in the area of the front porch. The whole building is
timber'lined, with plasterboard installed on top of the timber. The walls were lined with danders
(cinders/clinker| from the engine shed to provide insulation {NB the owner was the driver in
charge ofthe engine shed!!|.

When the floor was replaced in the late 199(/s, it was discovered that the joists underneath were
tree trunks. Underneath the flooring the owners found an old cigarette packet - a legacy of some
previous workmen!

6. Why is it interesting andlor important?

Whereas there are several buildings within the village which have been buitt on sleepers, it is less
cornmon to find a house built entirely from sleepers, particularly one still in use.

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area? Typical use of sleepers for construction, used by
poorer families who could not afford stone

v.2 O1l2O12 SK
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Record created November 2011
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands? Typical for railway villages within the Highlands
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Not known

It is one of several sleeper houses identified in the area. ln addition to "true'sleeper houses,
there are a number of buildings where sleepers have been used as foundations, with a timber
frame constructed on top of them. There is a cluster of these on Spey Avenue, which is
immediately adjacent to the railway.

8. Where can people find further information about this site/buildingfind or similar ones (use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the least, refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full details!

Detailed lnformation on construction of sleeper buitdings, and the source of the building material,
can be found in the book, " Railway Sleeper Buildings" by D. Kerr, published in 1986. This book
contains details of sleeper buildings in Kingussie and Newtonmore, but not in Boat of Garten.

9. lf possible supply a pisture or a sketch.

The south-facing gable is partially
covered by corrugated tin cladding
to provide additional weather
proofing.

The roof is covered with roofing
felt cut into the shape of tiles
(diamond shapes)

lnterior woodwork with stencilled
detail
Photo shows a ledge built in half
way up the staircase

v.2 0112012 SK
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Record created November 2011

1. Name of building, site, or find: Sleeper Building in field off Deshar Road

2. Where is it / was it from?

Outside the village of Boat of Garten, between the A95 and the road into the village {Deshar
Road, previously called School Road), close by a seasonal lochan which was named lochan More
on a map dated 1809, tt is situated in the grounds of The Glebe Farm which is rented from tfie
Seafield Estate.
Grid Reference: 9325 1920

3. When does it date to?

Post arrival of the railway in Boat of Garten {1863} The OSt map dated 1867 shows a saw mill
near the current site but no other buildings. By the time of the os2 map dated 19o3, there is
evidence of other buildings near the sawmill and an oS Pathfinder map of 1982 still shows these
buildings. This map indicates no longer shows any evidence of the sawmill.

4. What is it? What was it used for?

The timber construction was previously photographed by Ann Wakeling, when it was in a better
state of repair (See Sections 8, 9 and 10|, The current remains are of the building(s| collapsed.
There were originally 2 buildings at the site, one had a red corrugated iron roof, and the other had
a black one. ln the 194(fs, one was occupied by the Hlgginboftom's, and the gate into the houses
was known locally as Higgle's gate. After the Higginbottom's, the house with the red roof was
lived in by a Mr. Turnbull, brother to the butcher in the vlllage. The house with the black roof was
liued in by Mr. Grant, a local builder. When first recorded by Ann Wakeling in 1995, the buildirg
was in use as a cattle shelter.

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? {if known}

There are a few upright sleeperc still standing. They show clear signs of where base plates were
used to anchor the rail into the sleeper - this construction was not reguired when harder woods
were used, which indicates that the sleepers used in this building were a softwood.

The timbers which are horizontal, and could formed part of the floorfioundation, also include at
least one tree trunk.

The corrugated tin roof has collapsed but is still at the site.

6. Why is it interestingand/or important?

It is of particular interest because of its location at some distance from the actualvillage of Boat
of Garten.

7. What is its context?
}s it typical or unusualfor the local area?
It is typicalto find buildings constructed from sleepers, but this building is unusual
because of its position outside the vitlage.
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands? Typical for villages near railways
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Not known

v.2 0112012 SK
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Record created November 2011

8. Where can people find further information about this site/buildingfind or similar ones (use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the least, refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full detailsl

HER Reference - MHG 32788 - see Section 10

Detailed lnformation on construction of sleeper buildings, and the source of the building material,
can be found in the book, " Railway Sleeper Buildings" by D. Kerr, published in 198G. This book
contains details of sleeper buildings in Kingussie and Newtonmore, but not in Boat of Garten.

9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

Sleeper House, Photo by Ann Wakeling 1995

v.2 4112012

lndentations indicating use of base
plates which were required with
softwood sleepers

lnterior, Photo by Ann WakelingLggT
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10. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc
(make sure each is labelled).

MHG 32788.
NH 9325 1920.
Description notes bv Ann Wakeling :

A wooden building 150m to north of road from Deshar Schoolto Boat of Gartery situated near an
un-named lochan. This was a "Sleeper House", the bolt marks of the plates to hold the rails can
be seen in the picture of the interior.
1890's nenvspapersfilling gaps and used beneath the wallpaper.
1995 in use as a cattle shelter
1997 corrugated iron striFped off (blown off?) turves exposed and falling off.
to which can be udded: local informant says children stripped the roof sheets off.
Z;Ot! building collapsed, killing several unfortunate sheep who were taking shelter in the porch.

v.2 Ul2A12 SK
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1. Name of building, site, or find: Muirton Cottage, Sleeper building adjacent to current Golf Club
Practice Range.

2. Where is it / was it from?

Stands to the left hand side of the entrance into BoG Golf Club practice area.

Grid Referen ce : 94245, L9221, Elevation 197M {reading taken outside perimeter fence)

3. When does it date to? lt was built in 1896 by Alan Cameron, grandfather of the present owner
Mrs. Margaret Riley.

4. What is it? What was it used for?

It is a large sleeper building with a corrugated tin roof. The building is currently boarded up. lt
has been in the same family since it was built and George Keir's "Memories of the Boat from
1940" record that at that time it was lived in by a Miss Cameron.

The house was built by the blacksmith (Alan Cameron) who worked the smiddy immediately
opposite the house (see separate fact sheet). As the family grew, there were additions made to
the original building at the rear of the property.

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? (if known)

It is a sleeper construction, with some of the elevations protected by corrugated iron, and it also
has a corrugated iron roof. lt is a sizeable property, due to the extensions (see 4. Above)

5. Why is it interesting and/or important?

The structure has not been rendered, thus exposing the original sleeper timbers.

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area? Typical use of sleepers for construction
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands? Typical for railway villages within the Highlands
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Not known

It is one of several sleeper houses identified in the area. lt was the house belonging to the smiddy
located opposite {see separate fact sheet}. ln addition to true" sleeper houses, there are a
number of buildings where sleepers have been used as foundations, with a timber frame
constructed on top of them.

8. Where can people find further information about this site/building/find or similar ones (use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the least, refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full details!

Detailed lnformation on construction of sleeper buildings, and the source of the building material
can be found in the book, " Railway Sleeper Buildings" by D. Kerr, published in 1986. This book
contains details of sleeper buildings in Kingussie and Newtonmore, but not in Boat of Garten,

v.2 0112012 SK
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9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

1-0. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc

{make sure each is labelled).

v.2 0112012 SK
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1. Name of building, site, or frnd: Old Smiddy - Wooden Shed adiaeentto Go$ ehrb Fraetise
Range.

2. Where is it / was it from?

Stands to the rieht hand side of the entrance into BoG 6olf Cluh Practice area.

Grid Reference : 94241. t9277,Eleuation 210M

3. When does it date to?

It dates to 1894 when the blacksmith, Alan Cameron, moved to Boat of Garten from the smiddy
in CroftJames.

4. What is it? What was it used for

It is a sleeper building, currently used for storage. lt was built by Alan Cameron who died in 1921..

His family continued to run the business for a while but later let it out to another blacksmith
{information provided by Mrs. Margaret Riley, grand-daughter of Alan Cameron}.

George Keir's "Memories of The Boat from 194d record that whilst it was still owned by the
Cameron fa* rily, by thenthe b*aeksmith's b$si*ess rras rur! $ a F*r. MeDerdd a:rd h*r ser Jirnmy.

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? {if known}

It is a long rectangular building with large padlocked doors. There is a corrugated tin roof which
is in poor condition.

6. Why is it interestingandlar important?

It is a good example of how sleepers were used as a building material, notiust for domestic
premises.

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area? Typical use of sleepers for construetion
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands? Typieal for railway villages withln tle l.lighbrds
ls it typical or unusualfor Scotland? Not known

8. Where can people find further information about this site/buildin#find or similar ones (use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the leasf refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full details!

Detailed lnformation on construstion of sleeper buildings, and the souroe of the building rnaterial,
can be found in the book, 'Raihray Sleeper Buildings' by D. Ker, Fblished in 1986. This book
contains details of sleeper buildings in Kingussie and Newtonmore, but not in Boat of Garten.

v.2 O12At2 SK
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rrl
ARCH

Archaslogy for Communities
in the Highlands

Record created November 2011

L0. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc
(make sure each is labelled).

SKv.2 0112012
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Record created November 201i.

1. Name of building, site, or find: The Yard and The Yard Bothy

2. Where is it / was it from?

Located on the road to Kinchurdy Farm (beyond the tarmac section of Kinehurdy Road)

Grid Reference: House -92631,t7298, Elevation 232M
Bothy - 92625, L7 AL4, Elevation 234M

3. When does it date to?

Not known, probably the 1920's

4. What is it? What was it used for?

At the time of visiting the site, the building was not occupied - not known whether it is a
permanent residence or a holiday home. ln either case, the building is totalty habitable.

5. What does it look like? I What are its dimensions? (if known)

The house is a single storey rendered building with a corrugated tin roof. The windows on the
main part of the building appear to be original, as are the roof ligbts,

There is an extension to the rear of the building, where some of the rendering has disintegrated,
showing the wire structure underneath which has been used to key in the plasterwork. The
windows on the extension are modern.

The bothy building also has a corrugated tin roof and a stone gable with chimney. The chimney
section of the gable has been replaced by brickwork, which is partially plastered over.

6. Why is it interesting and/or important?

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area? Unlike the other sleeper houses, or houses with
sleeper foundations, this example is located some distance outside the main village of
Boat of 6arten, very near the railway track and where a railway bridge crosses the road to
Kinchurdy Farm. This might suggest that it was built bVltor a railway worker. The
building faces south east.
ls it typical or unusualfor the Highlands? Typical for railway villages within the Highlands
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Not known

8. Where can people find further information about this site/buildingfind or similar ones {use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the least, refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full details!

Detailed lnformation on construction of sleeper buildings, and the source of the building material,
can be found in the b€)ok, " Railway Sleeper Buildings" by D- Kerr, published in 1986. This book
contains details of sleeper buildings in Kingussie and Newtonmore, but not in Boat of Garten.

v.2 0112012 SK
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9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

The Yard and its Bothy

The Bothy at the Yard

10. Append any additional information (HER

(make sure each is labelled).

Record created November 2011

The Bothy - gable and chimney

printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc

v.2 0112012 SK
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Name of building, site, or find: P-Way Bothy {Permanent Way Bothy}

Where is it / was it from?

Located adjacent to the railway track, NW side of the track (opposite side to the Speyside Way)

Grid Reference: 91830, L6072, Elevation 229M

3. When does it date to?

Circa 1863

4. What is it? What was it used for?

Sleeper building used by the railway workmen as a shelter when working on the track. The P-way
bothies were located approx. every 1 mile along the track.

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? (if known)

The building is small and in a dilapidated state of repair. The roof is of corrugated iron. Some
parts of the building are clad in a bitumen-based material. The sleepers on which the building is

constructed and which form the floor can be seen through the open window -sorne missing.

There are signs of fire damage on the timbers in the SW corner of the building - probably due to
the workmen lighting a fire in the building in order to keep warrn. The crevices between the
sleepers have been stuffed with corrugated paper to act as draft excluders!

6. Why is it interesting and/or important?

A surviving example of a sleeper building associated with industrial use.

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area?
lnformation from an ex-signalman on the railway (George Keir) indicates that these
bothies would have existed the full lenglh of the track, located at regular intervals (1

mile).
ls it typical or unusualfor the Highlands? Typcal along railway tracks
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Typical along railway tracks

8. Where can people find further information about this site/buildingfind or similar ones {use back

of this sheet if necessary). At the least, refer to the HER number if there is one. References can

include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full details!

Detailed Information on construction of sleeper buildings, and the source of the building material,
can be found in the book, " Railway Sleeper Buildings" by D. Kerr, published in 1986. This book
contains details of sleeper buildings in Kingussie and Newtonmore, but not in Boat of Garten.

v.2 O1l2O12 SK



rrtt
ARCH

Archacology for Communirie!
in the Hiqhlands

Record created November 2011

9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

10. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc
{make sure each is labelled).

v.2 0112012 SK
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L. Name of building, site, or find: Balblair

Where is it / was it from?

Located on lvest side of Spey Avenue, accessed via a track between Monadliadh House and
letterbea (originally named Blantyre].

Grid Reference: 94276,t9A97, Elevation 227M

3. When does it date to?

Not known

4. What is it? What was it used for?

This is the largest house using sleeper foundations found within the village of Boat of Garten. lt is
still (2011) used as a permanent dwelling, its most recent owner having been Mrs Wills Gibbs
(recently deceased), who bought the house circa 195o and retired there with her husband in 1g75,
having moved from Edinburgh.

ln the 1940's, it was occupied by a Miss Tot Fraser, the sister of a local architect who lived in the
larger house in front of Balblair - Blantyre at that time, but more recently known as Letterbea.
(lnformation provided by George Keir in his "Memories of The Boat from 1;g4f.,l.

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? (if known)

The house is 2 storeys and sits on high ground at the top of a driveway. lt is rendered throughout
and has had an extension added to the east elevation, also believed to have been built on a
foundation of sleepers.

The building has a corrugated tin roof.

Some of the internal wooden walls have been retained and painted, others have been plaster
boarded.

6. Why is it interestingandlor important?

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area?
It is one of several houses using sleeper foundations clustered on Spey Avenue/Drumuillie
Road, both on the side of the road adjacent to the railway track {east} and also on the
opposite side of the road (west). Balblair sits on the west side of the road.
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands? Typical for buildings adjacent to railways
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Not known

8. where can people find further information about this site/buildingfiind or similar ones (use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the leas! refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full details!

v.2 0112012 SK
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9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

Front Elevation (NB Sleepers used to retain groundl Rear Elevation

10. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc
(make sure each is labelled).
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Name of building, site, or find: Balvenie Cottage

Where is it / was it from?

Record created November 2011

Loeated behind the house called Balvenie, in Spey Avenue/Drumuillie Road, Boat of Garten

Grid Reference : 94379, 1S)37, Elevation 2O2M

3. When does it date to? Unknown

4. What is it? What was it used for?

ln 1940 Balvenie and its cottage were owned by a Miss Farquharson, who lived in the cottage and
rented out the "big house" to a Miss smith. (lnformation provided by George Keir in his
"Memories of The Boatfrom LgAO,l.

Its current owners are the Fieldings, and prior to that it was owned by Mrs. Fieldingis parents. lt
is currently used for storage, but was let out {holiday and permanent use} for several years.

5. What does it look like? I What are its dimensions? (if known)

Wooden House, on sleeper foundations which has been rendered. Single storey building with
front porch and corrugated tin roof.

Adioining sheds are of the same construction, which show the original woodwork, and one
adjoining shed has been incorporated into the cottage in order to extend the size of a bedroom*.
Original internal woodwork has been painted, some areas have been ptaster boarded.

6. Why is it interesting and/or important?

Typical of buildings constructed within the grounds of larger houses, originalty used as wash
houses.

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area?
It is one of several houses built on sleeper foundations and clustered on Spey
Avenue/Drumuillie Road, both on the side of the road adjacent to the railway track {east)
and also on the opposite side of the road (west). The houses on either side of Balvenie
also have buildings with sleeper feundations in t*reir grounds {Corrour and Harari}.
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands? Typical for railway villages
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Unknown

It is believed that these houses were originally constructed as wash houses for the main house.
Subsequent to that use, they were often extended and devetoped into small houses in their own
right, which were occupied during the summer months by the owners whilst they let out the main
house for visitors.

8. where can people find further information about this site/buildingfind or similar ones (use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the least, refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full details!

v.2 A1l2A12 SK
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9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

Balvenie Cottage from South *Outbuilding incorporated into cottage
{See Section 5)

Viewed from the road The bathroom - internal panelling

10. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc
(make sure each is labelled).
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1. Name of building, site, or find: One Room Building behind Harari (it bears no individual name)

2. Where is it / was it from?

Stands in the grounds of Harari, located on the railway track side {east} of Spey Avenue/
Drumuillie Road, Boat of Garten

Grid Reference:. 9417L,18996, Elevation 219M

3. When does it date to?

4. What is it? What was it used for?

One room house built on sleeper foundations.

ln 194O Harari was purchased by a Mr, Taylorwho was a retired banker from Harare, Rhodesia

{current Zimbabwe}. {lnformation provided by George Keir in his "Memories of The Boat from
t940"l.lt is not known whether the house within the grounds was occupied at that time.

The building is currently used for storage, butthe fire and chimney are still in working order and
are used for burning household and garden waste.

Its original use would have been as a wash house for the main house.

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? (if known)

The House exists in its original state, with no rendering or treatment internally, which suggests
that it has never been developed into a building for permanent, or holiday, residence, as isthe
case with adjoining properties. lt consists of a single room with a large stone fireplace set into a
stone gable - the stone gable faces north. The fire and chimney are in working order. There are
adjacent sheds of similar construction.

6. Why is it interestlng and/or important?

It exists in its original state, with no signs of alteration or development.

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area? lt is one of several houses with sleeper
foundations clustered on Spey Avenue/Drumuillie Road, both on the side of the road
adiacent to the railway track {east} and also on the opposite side of the road (west}.
Harari Cottage is on the railway side of the road.
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands? Typical for railway villages
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Not known

8. Where can people find further information about this site/buildingfind or similar ones (use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the least refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full details!
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9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

10. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc
(make sure each is labelled).

the street Gable, complete with chimney

lnterior - chimney breast and
fireplace (stone lintel).
Tomorrow's fire in the grate!
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L. Name of building, site, or find: Monadhliath Cottage

2. Where is it / was it from?

Located on east side of Spey Avenue/Drumuillie Road, behind Monadhliath House.

Grid Reference: 94286 tW79, Elevation 233M

3. When does it date to?

4. What is it? What was it used for?

Monadhliath Cottage is a house with sleeper foundations which was permanently lived in by
Morag McDougall until circa 1990. Since then, it has been used as a hotiday home.
In the 1940's, it was owned by Mr. and Mrs. A.M. Grant who owned the bakery at that time in the
viflage. (lnformation provided by George Keir in his "Memories of The Boat from Lg4O"l

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? (if known)

The house is a single storey building which is rendered, painted cream with a corrugated iron
roof.

6. Why is it interesting and/or important?

It is typical of the small buildings constructed within the grounds of larger houses and originally
used as the wash house for the main property.

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area? lt is one of several houses with sleeper
foundations clustered on SpeyAvenue/Drumuillie Road, both on the side of the road
adjacent to the railway track {east} and also on the opposite side of the road (west).
Monadhliath Cottage sits on the west side of the road.
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands?
ls it typical or unusualfor Scotland?

8. Where can people find further information about this site/buildingfind or similar ones {use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the least, refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include book, articles, websites etc - but provide full detaits!
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9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

Front View *facing north Rear View

10. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc
(make sure each is labelled).
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1. Nameof building,site,orfind: 2buildingslocatedattherearofGlenAvon,oneiswooden
conslruction with stone chimney; the other is constructed from corrugated iron.

2. Where is it / was it from?

Standing near the rear boundary of the plot occupied by Glen Avon House, Kinchurdy Road, west
side.

Grid Reference: 94t75,18806, Elevation 191M

3. When does it date to?

Not known

4. What is it? What was it used for?

Building 1
There are 2 separate buildings, both buih on sleepers. One of the buildings {to which the grid
reference belongs) has been a washhouse and is currently used for storage. The stone chimney
stack forms a division between 2 rooms. Within one room there are 2 deep Belfast sinks and
there was originally a clothes boiler - this is now outside in the garden and has been used for
burning garden rubbish! The fireplace is also in this room. The building currently has water and
electricity connected.

Building 2
The other building appears to always have been a storage building. lt is constructed of corrugated
iron sitting on a sleeper foundation,

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? (if known)

Small, 2-roomed property construEted in wood, with stone chimney stack in the middle of the
huilding. Wood has been treated with green preservative. Corrugated tin roof. The building
faces south.

The storage building is quite high, eonskucted in corugated iron, painted white.

6. Why is it interestingand/or important?

The large houses in the village, constructed by the railway companies, frequently had wash
houses built separately in their back gardens.

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area?
It is one of several buildings with sleeper foundations in the village of Boat of Garten. The
majority of these are clustered on Spey Avenue, both on the side of the road adjacent to
the railway track (east) and also on the opposite side of the road (west).
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands? Typical of railway villages
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Not known
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This example is apart from the main cluster, being located on Kinchurdy Road. There is another
one within the neighbouring property (Cuilalunn Coftage).

8. where can people find further information about this site/buildingfind or similar ones (use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the least, refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full details!

9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

Building 1- Washhouse

lnterior - remains of sleeper flooringfoundations

Building 2 - Storage Shed

F

Corrugated iron shed, timber door View of sleeper foundation at bottom of door

10. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc
(make sure each is labelled).

Exterior - NB Sleeper plant boxes!
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1. Name of building, site, or find: Cuilalunn Cottage

2. Where is it / was it from?

Located on Kinchurdy Road, behind Cuilalunn House.

Grid Reference: 94l7t,t8757, Elevation 191M

3. When does it date to?

4. What is it? What was it used for?

Cuilalunn Cottage is a house built on sleeper foundations, used for storage only. lt is rendered
and painted in a ochre colour, with corrugated tin roof.

ln the late 193ds/early l9tt(/s Cuilalunn House was built by George Cumming, a retired guard on
the railway and after his death the house was occupied by his daughter Rosie Cumming, who
worked in the Post Office in Grantown. During the summer, she Iet out the house and moved into
Cuilalunn Coftage at the rear. {lnformation provided by George Keir in his "Memories of The Boat
from 1940")

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? {if known)

The house is a single storey building which is rendered with a corrugated iron roof.

6. Why is it interesting and/or important?

It lies outside the main cluster of houses with sleeper foundations, although there are 2 buildings
within the neighbouring property, Glen Avon.

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area? lt is one of several buildings with sleeper
foundations in the village of Boat of Garten. The majority of these are clustered on Spey
Avenue, both on the side of the road adjacent to the railway track (east) and also on the
opposite side of the road {west}.
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands? Typical for railway villages
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Unknown

8. Where can people find further information about this site/buildingfind or similar ones (use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the least, refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full detailsl
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9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

Viewed from the font

Viewed from the rear

10. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc

{make sure each is labelled).
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