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L. Name of building, site, or find: Balblair

Where is it / was it from?

Located on lvest side of Spey Avenue, accessed via a track between Monadliadh House and
letterbea (originally named Blantyre].

Grid Reference: 94276,t9A97, Elevation 227M

3. When does it date to?

Not known

4. What is it? What was it used for?

This is the largest house using sleeper foundations found within the village of Boat of Garten. lt is
still (2011) used as a permanent dwelling, its most recent owner having been Mrs Wills Gibbs
(recently deceased), who bought the house circa 195o and retired there with her husband in 1g75,
having moved from Edinburgh.

ln the 1940's, it was occupied by a Miss Tot Fraser, the sister of a local architect who lived in the
larger house in front of Balblair - Blantyre at that time, but more recently known as Letterbea.
(lnformation provided by George Keir in his "Memories of The Boat from 1;g4f.,l.

5. What does it look like? / What are its dimensions? (if known)

The house is 2 storeys and sits on high ground at the top of a driveway. lt is rendered throughout
and has had an extension added to the east elevation, also believed to have been built on a
foundation of sleepers.

The building has a corrugated tin roof.

Some of the internal wooden walls have been retained and painted, others have been plaster
boarded.

6. Why is it interestingandlor important?

7. What is its context?
ls it typical or unusual for the local area?
It is one of several houses using sleeper foundations clustered on Spey Avenue/Drumuillie
Road, both on the side of the road adjacent to the railway track {east} and also on the
opposite side of the road (west). Balblair sits on the west side of the road.
ls it typical or unusual for the Highlands? Typical for buildings adjacent to railways
ls it typical or unusual for Scotland? Not known

8. where can people find further information about this site/buildingfiind or similar ones (use back
of this sheet if necessary). At the leas! refer to the HER number if there is one. References can
include books, articles, websites etc - but provide full details!
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9. lf possible supply a picture or a sketch.

Front Elevation (NB Sleepers used to retain groundl Rear Elevation

10. Append any additional information (HER printouts, photocopies of articles or related works etc
(make sure each is labelled).
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