
Historical background to Sheildaig Farm Steading, Badachro, 

Gairloch 

 

There does not appear to be any record available that identifies when 

Sheildaig Farm Steading was constructed. However, given the 

characteristics of the building, dry stone walling construction in red 

Torridonian stone and family recollections of an original heather thatched 

roof, it is thought that it may date back to the mid-nineteenth century.  

 

The steading is situated in the scenic area of Sheildaig Bay, Badachro 

within Wester Ross and is opposite the original farmhouse. The nearest 

town is Gairloch, approximately three miles away. The building was 

originally on crofting land and owned by the McRae family who still live 

locally and farm the neighbouring land. The steading was last in use for 

farming purposes approximately five years ago. 

 

The building is set within land that is mostly boggy. There is a small 

stream running across the property, which runs into a larger stream Allt a’ 

Chobhain. This stream runs parallel to the public road and is lined with 

mature oak trees.  

 

The steading, which is constructed in a traditional, 3-sided, courtyard 

formation, was originally used for the farming of sheep. Typical of this 

type of building the outer elevations are orientated to the south-westerly 

prevailing wind and, with smaller openings are more fortified in nature 

compared with the elevations to the internal courtyard. There are sheep 

pens and a sheep dip to the rear of the property, which are of similar red 

Torridonian dry stone walling construction.  The floors of the steading 

are generally of earth, with the exception of the west wing where random, 

uneven, large stones are laid.  

 

The west wing also has a hayloft at one end, an entrance stable door on 

the courtyard elevation and vertical air slots in the walls for ventilation. A 

timber clad finish to the gable end incorporates a wooden sliding door 

with a smaller door for access set within. The middle of the building is 

separated from the west wing with a random rubble wall and has a series 

of small window and door openings either side of the building. The east 

wing of the steading has two doors and a small window to the courtyard, 

and a further door set into the outer wall. Throughout the steading the 

internal space is open to the roof and this exposes the fact the original 

rafters have been replaced in pitch pine. An external roof covering of 

corrugated asbestos sheeting bolted together has also long since replaced 



the original heather roof. The guttering and down pipes are also now of 

asbestos based material. 
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